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Abstract
Early on, our motivation for studying the ancestors of the Chicago Rodger’s was to determine if, according
to rumor, they are descendants of any of the Scottish Earls of Bothwell. We relied mostly on two resources
on the Internet: Ancestry.com and Scotlandspeople.gov.uk. We have been subscribers of both. To a lesser
extent we also benefited from the Mormon operated FamilySearch.Org website. Finding the ancestral lines
connecting the Chicago Rodger’s to Patrick Hepburn, the First Earl of Bothwell in Scotland, was the most
time consuming and difficult undertaking in generating the results shown in this third book of our series of
four books. It shouldn’t be very surprising that once we found this Earl in Scotland we would also find
among his ancestors Kings and Queens as well as other notable historical people. The ancestral line that
connects us to this Earl of Bothwell goes through Helen Heath (1831-1902) who was the mother and/or
grandmother of the Chicago Rodger’s She was the paternal grandmother of my grandfather, Alfred Heath
Rodger. Within this Heath ancestral tree we found two lines of ancestry without any evident errors though
there are ambiguities. As the combined result of a 3rd cousin marriage and a 5th cousin marriage the two
lines merge farther up the tree before reaching Patrick Hepburn. That line also extends to Scottish King
James the 1st and many other monarchs related to him. We were surprised, but should not have been, to
find connections to royalty in much of what is now called Western Europe. There is also a mathematical
aspect to ancestral trees: Once you have 20 generations separating us from the more distant ancestors, as in
the case of King James I of Scotland, the over-simplified math suggests you’ll have about 2 to the 20th
power distant “grandparents” or somewhat over 1 million such folks. If one allows for historical levels of
distant (and not so distant) cousin marriages that number drops to about 160,000 or about 30% of the
estimated population of Scotland for that time. That same sort of analysis suggests that about 20% of
Americans with Scottish ancestors will have Patrick Hepburn, 1st Earl of Bothwell as an ancestor.
This 3rd volume, of the four we have produced, covers the descendants of Kenneth MacAlpin who is
generally regarded as the first King of Scotland. He was born in about 810 and ruled from 843 until his
death in 859. We describe the royal line connecting him to the Stewart line in Scotland, which, for our
purposes, ends with King James I of Scotland. It is at that point, through his wife Joan Beaufort, that the
line of English and more distant ancestors merges with the Scottish line. Unlike the situation in Volumes I
and II where almost all currently living persons of European descent also descend from various historic
individuals, we find here in Volume III that the probabilities of being a descendant of its listed ancestors
decline as we go forward towards the more recent generations. The math of it says we’re almost all
descendants of anyone who lived a thousand or more years ago. So count Confucius among your
grandparents and don’t even think of disregarding the Neanderthals who are also in our past!

♠ The original edition was published in December 2015. This edition corrects some errors found in the earlier book.
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Selected Ancestors of the Chicago
Rodger’s Along the Scottish Line
Volume III, Royal Scottish Ancestors and Intermediaries, of this three volume series is presented in this
book. It covers
•

Our Scottish ancestors beginning with Kenneth MacAlpin, King of Scotland (810 – 858). Farther
along this line of our ancestors is a cousin: King Macbeth (1005 – 1057). He fought our ancestors
(winning once and dying once!). Several kings are encountered on our way down to Scottish King
James I (1394 – 1436). His descendants in the Helen Heath line then include (or are cousins to) the
first three Earls of Bothwell. After them we find the more recent ancestors of Helen Heath (1831 –
1901), who, for the most part, have escaped the attention of historians and news media. At the end
we show the descendants of Helen Heath, including the Chicago Rodger’s.

The other two books in this three-volume series cover this:
•

In Volume I, Continental Ancestors Before Hastings, we describe the historic ancestors of William
the Conqueror (1024 – 1087) and his wife Matilda (1030 – 1083). They lived during the five
centuries preceding the Norman conquest of England in 1066. Volume I ends with descriptions of
the lives of William and Matilda. But it begins telling how we descend from a nun and a bishop!
And how that was done quite legally within the Roman Catholic Church laws. Of all our ancestors,
Charles Martel (686 – 741) may be the most important. Many historians credit him with saving
western (Christian) civilization from being over-run by the Muslim caliphates. Their descendants
include the Chicago Rodger’s and some of the persons described in Volumes II and III.

•

In Volume II, English Forbearers of Our Scottish Ancestors, we cover the English ancestors of
Joan Beaufort (1402 – 1445) who was the wife of Scottish King James Stewart I (1394 – 1436). We
follow those ancestors in two segments: First we describe the old English Kings and their relevant
descendants beginning with King Alfred the Great (849 – 899) and then in the 2nd segment start
from William the Conqueror (1024 – 1087) onward through the kings and other nobility of the
House of Plantagenets up to the time of Joan Beaufort’s immediate ancestors.

•

Volume IV, of this four volume series, Crusader Ancestors Of James Alba And Us, covers the
combined ancestors of King James I of Scotland and wife Joan Beaufort whom we have found in
historical documents as being significant players in the defense of Christianity or more generally
the Christian culture of Western and Eastern Europe and the Middle East. As such they are also
ancestors of the Chicago Rodgers. Most of these people were involved in military campaigns to
reclaim lands lost to Muslim invaders, though a few played other supporting roles making Europe
safe for Christianity. We abbreviate this ancestral pair as James Alba in what follows. Some of the
people described here have been covered in the earlier three volumes, but many newly found
ancestors have been uncovered who played key roles. A large number of those forefathers “took the
Cross” and joined The Crusades that were launched early in the second millennium to protect
Christian pilgrims travelling to the Holy Land and other mid-Eastern sacred sites. And there is
even a Swedish ancestor (yes, on the Scottish side) who dealt with the Pagans!
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How To Read These Volumes
Normally an author would not try to tell readers how to read their writings. It would be embarrassing to all
concerned. But these books are not normal writings. They are not my writings except for some light editing
I did. The articles of sections of these books are more like “pasting’s.” We pasted a great deal of text from
Website accounts and nearly all of that came from the Wikipedia.Org: sites with URL’s of the form:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SubjectTitle. We provide endnotes of citation for access to our sources.
Each such article on Wikipedia generally has several authors and different articles usually have different
authors. This means that the style and structure of the various articles can and do differ. What I am trying
to say is that these three volumes are not necessarily easy to read. We can’t even vouch for the accuracy of
Wikipedia given that it is “crowd sourced.” Yet some studies have found Wikipedia articles are often more
accurate that corresponding articles in other encyclopedias. It is an interesting social phenomenon that an
unrelated and largely unregulated group of strangers can produce such good results.
As the primary author of these books, I did not have the time nor the expertise to write about our ancestors
from scratch. At one extreme I considered simply giving time and place information about each ancestor
without any additional descriptions or discussion. At the other extreme I would like to do a comprehensive
job, but I didn’t have the resources to do that. So I chose the compromise of pasting other authors’
information followed by some light editing. I thought that you, the reader, would like having some
additional information (where it exists) about our ancestors. Using Wikipedia and a few other Internet
resources and reference books allowed me to complete the writing project in months rather than years.
So when you are reading the various sections in these books your approach should probably depend on
how much detail you want to have. If you are seeking in depth understanding of these people, you can use
the reference or references within each section to seek out other documents to learn more if the articles
seem insufficient. Or if you are happy with just a survey, you can stop reading each article before you
drowse off or get too “deep into the weeds.”

Highlights of Volume III:
Items of interest will vary from one reader to the next, but I think our connections to famous events and to
humorous ones are worth some emphasis.
So we start with three characters of such interest that even William Shakespeare put them in one of his
plays. They are: MacBeth MacFindliach, Duncan I of Scotland, and Malcolm III of Scotland. The latter
two, father and son, are our ancestors while MacBeth is a cousin. They took turns, bloody turns, being
King of Scotland. First, it was King Duncan, whose relationship with MacBeth went from collegial to
armed combat in 1040 in which MacBeth’s forces killed Duncan and then made MacBeth King. At the
time, Duncan’s son Malcolm was only nine years old and he was taken into protective exile- probably in
England. Duncan returned after 17 years and took his revenge by killing MacBeth and months later killing
MacBeth’s stepson Lulach who had succeeded MacBeth as King. That set the stage for Malcolm III being
crowned King of Scotland in 1058.
We’re not done with Malcolm III because he was our distant grandfather twice! His son King David I of
Scotland is part of our Scottish line of ancestors while his daughter Edith aka Matilda married King Henry
I of England and was thereby part of our English line of ancestors, which rejoined the Scottish line later
when Joan Beaufort of England married the Scottish King James I Stewart.
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Three of our ancestors were canonized Saints. One of them was St. Margaret of Scotland, the only
canonized Saint in the history of Scotland. She was an English princess born in 1045 who married Malcolm
III. To her horror she found customs quite different in Scotland compared to England. For example, in
Scotland the Sabbath was celebrated on Saturday and Saturday was the day-off for workers. She pressured
the clergy, and probably her husband, to change the practice in Scotland. She succeeded and ever since
Scotland followed the usual custom of having Sunday for church and rest. Apparently, she made a big
impression on the Roman Catholic authorities sufficient to elevate her to Sainthood- about 150 years later.
It seems that the Royals of Scotland often wanted to marry people from abroad and as a result you see quite
a roster of foreign ancestors. Taking a spouse from areas in and around France was quite common. From
England or Wales was not uncommon. An example of that is our ancestor Isabella of Mar who married
Robert the Bruce prior to his elevation to the Scottish throne. Her ancestors were mostly from Wales but
her great grandfather was King John Lackland (1166 – 1216) of England- the Magna Carta guy who we
already have as an ancestor in our English line. Thus King John is twice our ancestor- much like Malcolm
III- except the lines we have selected do not always show this explicitly. Other ancestors such as Anne of
Kiev, Yaroslav the Wise of Russia and Ukraine, and Ingegerd Olofsdotter from Sweden add to the mix.
Anne was the daughter of Yaroslav and Ingegerd. Ingegerd, in turn, was the daughter of Swedish King
Olof. (This makes us more Swedish than I had realized!) Then Anne married well: To King Henry I of
France, who incidentally is also our ancestor through Ada de Warenne (1120 – 1178) of the Scottish line.
She is described farther along in this Volume. We did not have the time or pages in these books to develop
all of our royal grandparents. We limited it to the first few distant and royal ancestors that caught our
interest. If you’re asking about our Welsh background, I can tell you to look up your grandfather Llywelyn
the Great who was the ruler of Wales- maybe the first Prince of Wales? So there’s work left to do. Maybe
you the reader can immerse yourself in it?
Was Robin Hood a rogue? If so, we have a rogue ancestral uncle Robert of Huntingdon who was the son of
ancestor David, Earl of Huntingdon and the brother of David’s daughter Isobel- also our ancestor. Some
historians think that this David was the real Robin Hood but I find that unlikely because the latter died
when David would have been 103 years old. Recent investigations of burial sites suggest that Robert
changed his name a little and his habits and went “rogue” as a young man. We have a photo from his grave
showing this connection.
We’ll finish with James I Stewart, King of Scotland. His father was Robert III of Scotland. As a child there
was worry that he’d be assassinated to remove him as an heir to the throne so his protectors sent him on his
way to France for protection. But pirates captured him and turned him over to the English King Henry IV
who along with King Henry V kept him as a hostage for 18 years. Within days of his capture his father
Robert III died thus making James an uncrowned Scottish King to live as a prisoner of the English for a
long time. It was often more like house arrest than living in a dungeon. For much of the time they treated
him as a prince so long as he didn’t try to escape. Once he was released to Scotland for a ransom payment
he took up his royal duties as King of Scotland.
Now about James I and his daughters. His eldest, Margaret, was sent to France to marry the French King’s
son, the Dauphin Louis. But the French King, Charles VII, did not want a normal dowry payment. Instead
he wanted and received 6000 Scottish soldiers for the French army. These poor fellows not only had to
leave their homeland, they were put under the command of a woman general! And they probably never
knew how famous she would become? She was Joan of Arc.
Then there was his daughter Joan, known as the Dumb Lady. She was a deaf-mute or at least mute and
could not speak. Nevertheless, she was marriage material and became the grandmother of Patrick Hepburn,
the 1st Earl of Bothwell. This grandmother Joan is our grandmother too.
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On Our Royal Cousins in England
We all know that English royalty, by its very nature, follow hereditary lines. The current Queen Elizabeth
is the descendant of most former Kings and Queens of England. The most recent ancestor of ours that is in
common with that royal line is English King Edward III (1312 – 1377) who is this author’s 20th great
grandfather. As such, the Chicago Rodger's are very distant cousins of the royal family in London,
England. For example, Virginia Rodger Anderson is a 20th cousin of Queen Elizabeth II and in the same
generation. And this author is a 21st cousin of Prince Charles. This is hardly unique. At this level an
average person has several hundred thousand 20th cousins- and we rarely know any of their names. Really
the only way you can identify such distant relatives is if those distant folks are historical figures who also
descended from well-known individuals of the past.

Part I: Old Royalty of Scotland
This remainder of this book is divided into two parts as follows:
•

Part I describes the older Scottish ancestors: Those are the ancestors of Scottish King James Stewart
the 1st who are also ancestors of Helen Heath and the Chicago Rodger’s. It begins with Kenneth
MacAlpin (810 – 859) who many historians regard as the 1st King of Scotland.

•

Part II describes the descendants of James I Stewart down to Helen Heath and beyond her to some
of the Chicago Rodger’s. The first three Earls of Bothwell are along or near these lines.

In Part I we chose to begin our descriptions of the Scottish line with Kenneth MacAlpin because of his
status as the 1st King of Scotland. Part II begins with James I Stewart and his wife Joan Beaufort because
her ancestors in the English line join the Scottish line at this point.
What follows is taken from Wikipedia and other sources.

Kenneth I MacAlpin1 (810 – 858)
[Author’s 36th Great Grandfather]
Kenneth I MacAlpin (810 – 13 February 858) was king of the Picts and, according to national myth, the
first king of Scots, earning him the posthumous nickname of “The Conqueror”. Kenneth’s undisputed
legacy was to produce a dynasty of rulers who claimed descent from him, founding the dynasty that sooner
or later ruled Scotland for much of the medieval period.

1 King of Scots?
Kenneth I MacAlpin, conqueror of the Picts and founder of the Kingdom of Alba, was chronicled in the
reign of Kenneth II (Malcolm?), as follows:
So Kinadius son of Alpinus, first of the Scots, ruled this Pictland prosperously for 16 years.
Pictland was named after the Picts, whom, as we have said, Kinadius destroyed.... Two years before
he came to Pictland, he had received the kingdom of Dál Riata.
When humanist scholar George Buchanan wrote his history Rerum Scoticarum Historia in the 1570s, a
great deal of lurid detail had been added to the story. Buchanan included an account of how Kenneth’s
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father had been murdered by the Picts, and a detailed, and entirely unsupported, account of how Kenneth
avenged him and conquered the Picts.
Later 19th-century historians such as William Forbes Skene brought new standards of accuracy to early
Scottish history, while Celticists such as Whitley Stokes and Kuno Meyer cast a critical eye over Welsh
and Irish sources. As a result, much of the misleading and vivid detail was removed from the scholarly
series of events, even if it remained in the popular accounts.
Later historians would reject parts of the Kenneth produced by Skene and subsequent historians, while
accepting others. Medievalist Alex Woolf, interviewed by The Scotsman in 2004, is quoted as saying:
“The myth of Kenneth conquering the Picts – it’s about 1210, 1220 that that’s first talked about.
There’s actually no hint at all that he was a Scot.... If you look at contemporary sources there are
four other Pictish kings after him. So he’s the fifth last of the Pictish kings rather than the first
Scottish king.”
A more recent consensus holds, namely, that the kingships of
Gaels and Picts underwent a process of gradual fusion, starting
with Kenneth, and rounded off in the reign of Constantine II. The
Pictish institution of kingship provided the basis for merger with
the Gaelic Alpin dynasty. The meeting of King Constantine and
Bishop Cellach at the Hill of Belief near the (formerly Pictish)
royal city of Scone in 906 cemented the rights and duties of Picts
on an equal basis with those of Gaels (pariter cum Scottis). Hence
the change in styling from King of the Picts to King of Alba. The
legacy of Gaelic as the first national language of Scotland does not
obscure the foundational process in the establishment of the
Scottish kingdom of Alba.

2 Background
Kenneth’s origins are uncertain, as are his ties, if any, to previous
kings of the Picts or Dál Riata.
Although later traditions provided details of his reign and death,
Kenneth’s father Alpin is not listed as among the kings in the
Duan Albanach, which provides the following sequence of kings
leading up to Kenneth:
•
•
•
•
•

The nine years of Causantín the fair,
The nine of Aongus over Alba,
The four years of Aodh the noble,
The thirteen years of Eoghanán.
The thirty years of Cionaoth the hardy

It is supposed that these kings are the Constantine son of Fergus and his brother Óengus II (Angus II), who
have already been mentioned, Óengus’s son Uen (Eóganán), as well as the obscure Áed mac Boanta, but
this sequence is doubtful if the list is intended to represent kings of Dál Riata, as it should if Kenneth were
king there.
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3 Reign
Compared with the many questions on his origins, Kenneth’s ascent to power and subsequent reign can be
dealt with simply. Kenneth’s rise can be placed in the context of the recent end of the previous dynasty,
which had dominated Fortriu for two or four generations. This followed the death of king Uen son of
Óengus of Fortriu, his brother Bran, Áed mac Boanta “and others almost innumerable” in battle against the
Vikings in 839. The resulting succession crisis seems, if the Pictish Chronicle king-lists have any validity,
to have resulted in at least four would-be kings warring for supreme power.
Kenneth’s reign is dated from 843, but it was probably not until 848 that he defeated the last of his rivals
for power. The Pictish Chronicle claims that he was king in Dál Riata for two years before becoming
Pictish king in 843, but this is not generally accepted. In 849, Kenneth had relics of Columba, which may
have included the Monymusk Reliquary, transferred from Iona to Dunkeld. Other than these bare facts, the
Chronicle of the Kings of Alba reports that he invaded Saxonia six times, captured Melrose and burnt
Dunbar, and also that Vikings laid waste to Pictland, reaching far into the interior. The Annals of the Four
Masters, not generally a good source on Scottish matters, do make mention of Kenneth, although what
should be made of the report is unclear:
“Gofraid mac Fergusa, chief of Airgíalla, went to Alba, to strengthen the Dal Riata, at the request of Kenneth
MacAlpin.”

The reign of Kenneth also saw an increased degree of Norse settlement in the outlying areas of modern
Scotland. Shetland, Orkney, Caithness, Sutherland, the Western Isles and the Isle of Man, and part of Ross
were settled; the links between Kenneth’s kingdom and Ireland were weakened, those with southern
England and the continent almost broken. In the face of this, Kenneth and his successors were forced to
consolidate their position in their kingdom, and the union between the Picts and the Gaels, already
progressing for several centuries, began to strengthen. By the time of Donald II, the kings would be called
kings neither of the Gaels or the Scots but of Alba.
Kenneth died from a tumour on 13 February 858 at the palace of Cinnbelachoir, perhaps near Scone. The
annals report the death as that of the “king of the Picts”, not the “king of Alba”. The title “king of Alba” is
not used until the time of Kenneth’s grandsons, Donald II and Constantine II.
Kenneth left at least two sons, Constantine and Áed, who were later kings, and at least two daughters. One
daughter married Run, king of Strathclyde, Eochaid being the result of this marriage. Kenneth’s daughter
Máel Muire married two important Irish kings of the Uí Néill. Her first husband was Aed Finliath of the
Cenél nEógain.
His son Constantine I Causantin is the Rodger ancestor.

Wife of Kenneth MacAlpin2 (844 – 890)
[Author’s 36th Great Grandmother]
Very little is known about the wife of Kenneth I MacAlpin. We don’t even know her name. She was born
in Garvelloch Isles, Firth Lorne, Scotland in 844 and died in Forteviot, Perth, Scotland in about 890.
Her son Constantine I Causantin is the Rodger ancestor.

____________________________________________________________
____________________
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Constantine I Causantin3 (830 – 877)
[Author’s 35th Great Grandfather]
Constantíne I Causantin was a king of the Picts. He is often known as Constantine I, in reference to his
place in modern lists of kings of Scots, though contemporary sources described Causantín only as a Pictish
king. A son of Kenneth MacAlpin, he succeeded his uncle Domnall mac Ailpín as Pictish king following
the latter’s death on 13 April 862. It is likely that Causantín’s reign witnessed increased activity by
Vikings, based in Ireland, in Northumbria and in northern Britain. He died fighting one such invasion.

1 Sources
Very few records of ninth century events in northern Britain survive. The main local source from the period
is the Chronicle of the Kings of Alba, a list of kings from Cináed mac Ailpín (died 858) to Cináed mac
Maíl Coluim (died 995). Other Pictish king-lists originally ended with this Causantín, who was reckoned
the seventieth and last king of the Picts.
For narrative history the principal sources are the AngloSaxon Chronicle and the Irish annals. While Scandinavian
sagas describe events in 9th century Britain, their value as
sources of historical narrative, rather than documents of social
history, is disputed.

2 Languages and names
Writing a century before Causantín was born, Bede recorded
five languages in Britain. Latin, the common language of the
church, Old English, the language of the Angles and Saxons,
Irish, spoken on the western coasts of Britain and in Ireland,
Brythonic, ancestor of the Welsh language, spoken in large
parts of western Britain, and Pictish, spoken in northern
Britain. By the ninth century a sixth language, Old Norse, had
arrived with the Vikings.

3 Amlaíb and Ímar
Viking activity in northern Britain appears to have reached a
peak during Causantín’s reign. Viking armies were led by a
small group of men who may have been kinsmen. Among
those noted by the Irish annals, the Chronicle of the Kings of
Alba and the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle are Ívarr who was
active from East Anglia to Ireland.
Viking activity in Britain increased in 865 when the Great
Heathen Army, probably a part of the forces which had been
active in Francia, landed in East Anglia. The following year,
having obtained tribute from the East Anglian King Edmund,
the Great Army moved north, seizing York, chief city of the
Northumbrians. The Great Heathen Army defeated an attack
on York by the two rivals for the Northumbrian throne,
Osberht and Ælla, who had put aside their differences in the
13

face of a common enemy. Both would-be kings were killed in the failed assault, probably on 21 March
867. Following this, the leaders of the Great Army are said to have installed one Ecgberht as king of the
Northumbrians. Their next target was Mercia where King Burgred, aided by his brother-in-law King
Æthelred of Wessex, drove them off.
While the kingdoms of East Anglia, Mercia and Northumbria were under attack, other Viking armies were
active in the far north. Amlaíb and Auisle, said to be his brother, brought an army to Fortriu and obtained
tribute and hostages in 866. Historians disagree as to whether the army returned to Ireland in 866, 867 or
even in 869. While Amlaíb and Auisle were in north Britain, the Annals of Ulster record that Áed
Findliath, High King of Ireland, took advantage of their absence to destroy the longphorts along the
northern coasts of Ireland. Áed Findliath was married to Causantín’s sister Máel Muire. She later married
Áed’s successor Flann Sinna. Her death is recorded in 913.
Amlaíb disappears from Irish annals after his return to Ireland in 871. According to the Chronicle of the
Kings of Alba he was killed by Causantín either in 871 or 872 when he returned to Pictland to collect
further tribute. His ally Ívarr died in 873.

4 Last days of the Pictish kingdom
In 875, the Chronicle and the Annals of Ulster again report a Viking army in Pictland. A battle, fought near
Dollar, was a heavy defeat for the Picts; the Annals of Ulster say that “a great slaughter of the Picts
resulted”. In 877, shortly after building a new church for the Culdees at St Andrews, Causantín was
captured and executed (or perhaps killed in battle) after defending against Viking raiders.

5 Aftermath
Causantín’s son Donald and his descendants represented the main line of the kings of Alba and later those
of Scotland.
His son Donald II, King of Alba or King of Scots, is the Rodger ancestor.

Sabhdh of Ingen Gregor4 (830 – 882)
[Author’s 35th Great Grandmother]
Sabhdh of Ingen Gregor was born in 840 at Alba, Scotland and died in 882 in Inverness, Scotland. She was
the Queen Consort to Constantíne I Causantin, King of Scotland.
Her son Donald II, King of Alba or King of Scots, is the Rodger ancestor.

____________________________________________________________
____________________
5

Donald II of Scotland (862 – 900)
[Author’s 34th Great Grandfather]
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Donald II of Scotland (862 – 900) was born in Iona, Argyll, Scotland & died in Forres, Moray. He was
King of the Picts or King of Scotland (Alba) in the late 800’s. His father was Constantine I. Donald is
given the epithet, “the Madman”, by the Prophecy of Berchán.

1 Life
Donald became king on the death or deposition of Giric (Giric mac Dúngail), the date of which is not
certainly known but usually placed in 889. The Chronicle of the Kings of Alba reports:
Doniualdus son of Constantini held the kingdom for 11 years (889–900). The Northmen wasted
Pictland at this time. In his reign a battle occurred between Danes and Scots at Innisibsolian where
the Scots had victory. He was killed at Opidum Fother (modern Dunnottar) by the Gentiles.
It has been suggested that the attack on Dunnottar, rather than being
a small raid by a handful of pirates, may be associated with the
ravaging of Scotland attributed to Harald Fairhair in the
Heimskringla. The Prophecy of Berchán places Donald’s death at
Dunnottar, but appears to attribute it to Gaels rather than Norsemen;
other sources report he died at Forres. Donald’s death is dated to
900 by the Annals of Ulster and the Chronicon Scotorum, where he
is called king of Alba, rather than king of the Picts. He was buried
on Iona.
The change from king of the Picts to king of Alba is seen as
indicating a step towards the kingdom of the Scots, but historians,
while divided as to when this change should be placed, do not
generally attribute it to Donald in view of his epithet. The consensus
view is that the key changes occurred in the reign of Constantine II
(Causantín mac Áeda), but the reign of Giric has also been
proposed.
The Chronicle of the Kings of Alba has Donald succeeded by his
cousin Constantine II. Donald’s son Malcolm was later king as
Malcolm I. The Prophecy of Berchán appears to suggest that another
king reigned for a short while between Donald II and Constantine II,
saying “half a day will he take sovereignty”. Possible confirmation
of this exists in the Chronicon Scotorum, where the death of “Ead,
king of the Picts” in battle against the Uí Ímair is reported in 904.
This, however, is thought to be an error, referring perhaps to
Ædwulf, the ruler of Bernicia, whose death is reported in 913 by the
other Irish annals.
His son Malcolm I, King of Alba or King of Scotland, is the Rodger ancestor.

Beatrice de Isles6 (860 – 905)
[Author’s 34th Great Grandmother]
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Very little is known about Beatrice except that she was the wife or mistress of Donald II and the mother of
Malcolm I, King of Alba.
Her son Malcolm I, King of Alba or King of Scotland, is the Rodger ancestor.

____________________________________________________________
____________________
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Malcolm I of Scotland (900 – 954)
[Author’s 33rd Great Grandfather]

Malcolm I (latinized Máel Coluim mac Domnaill) (900–954) was king of Scots (before 943 – 954),
becoming king when his cousin Constantine II abdicated to become a monk. He was the son of Donald II.
Since his father was known to have died in the year 900, Malcolm must have been born no later than 901.
By the 940s, he was no longer a young man, and may have become impatient in awaiting the throne.
Willingly or not—the 11th-century Prophecy of Berchán, a verse history in the form of a supposed
prophecy, states that it was not a voluntary decision that Constantine II abdicated in 943 and entered a
monastery, leaving the kingdom to Malcolm I.
Seven years later, the Chronicle of the Kings of Alba says:
He (Malcolm I) plundered the English as far as the River
Tees, and he seized a multitude of people and many herds
of cattle: and the Scots called this the raid of
Albidosorum, that is, Nainndisi. But others say that
Constantine made this raid, asking of the king, Malcolm,
that the kingship should be given to him for a week’s
time, so that he could visit the English. In fact, it was
Malcolm who made the raid, but Constantine incited him,
as I have said.
Woolf suggests that the association of Constantine with the raid is
a late addition, one derived from a now-lost saga or poem:
He died in the shield wall next to his men.
In 945, Edmund I of England, having expelled Amlaíb Cuaran
(Olaf Sihtricsson) from Northumbria, devastated Cumbria and
blinded two sons of Domnall mac Eógain, king of Strathclyde. It
is said that he then “let” or “commended” Strathclyde to Malcolm
I in return for an alliance. What is to be understood by “let” or
“commended” is unclear, but it may well mean that Malcolm I
had been the overlord of Strathclyde and that Edmund recognised
this while taking lands in southern Cumbria for himself.
The Chronicle of the Kings of Alba says that Malcolm I took an
army into Moray “and slew Cellach”. Cellach is not named in the
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surviving genealogies of the rulers of Moray, and his identity is unknown.
The Annals of Ulster report that Malcolm I was killed in 954. Other sources place this most probably in the
Mearns, either at Fetteresso following the Chronicle, or at Dunnottar following the Prophecy of Berchán.
He was buried on Iona. Malcolm I’s sons Dub and Cináed were later kings.
His son Kenneth II, King of Scots, is the Rodger ancestor.

Bethoc, wife of Malcolm I8 (901 – 935)
[Author’s 33rd Great Grandmother]
Bethoc was born in 901 in Fordoun, Kincardineshire, Scotland and died somewhere in Scotland. Very little
is known about Bethoc except that she was the wife or mistress of Malcolm I, King of Alba and perhaps
King of Scotland and that they were the parents of Kenneth II, King of Scots.
Her son Kenneth II, King of Scots, is the Rodger ancestor.

____________________________________________________________
____________________
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Kenneth II of Scotland (954
– 995)
[Author’s 32nd Great Grandfather]
Kenneth II, and nicknamed “The Fratricide" (before 954 – 995)
was King of Scots (Alba). The son of Malcolm I, he succeeded
King Cuilén on the latter’s death at the hands of Amdarch of
Strathclyde in 971.

1 Primary sources
The Chronicle of the Kings of Alba was compiled in Kenneth’s
reign, but many of the place names mentioned are entirely corrupt,
if not fictitious. Whatever the reality, the Chronicle states that "[h]e
immediately plundered [Strathclyde ] in part. Kenneth’s infantry
were slain with very great slaughter in Moin Uacoruar.” The
Chronicle further states that Kenneth plundered Northumbria three
times, first as far as Stainmore, then to Cluiam and lastly to the
River Dee by Chester. These raids may belong to around 980, when
the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle records attacks on Cheshire.
In 973, the Chronicle of Melrose reports that Kenneth, with
Malcolm I, the King of Strathclyde, “Maccus, king of very many
islands”, King of Mann and the Isles and other kings, Welsh and
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Norse, came to Chester to acknowledge the overlordship of the English king Edgar the Peaceable. It may
be that Edgar here regulated the frontier between the southern lands of the kingdom of Alba and the
northern lands of his English kingdom. Cumbria was English, the western frontier lay on the Solway. In the
east, the frontier lay somewhere in later Lothian, south of Edinburgh.
Adam of Bremen tells that Sweyn Forkbeard found exile in Scotland in these years, but whether this was
with Kenneth, or one of the other kings in Scotland, is unknown. Also at this time, Njal’s Saga, the
Orkneyinga Saga and other sources recount wars between “the Scots” and the Northmen, but these are
more probably wars between Sigurd Hlodvisson, Earl of Orkney, and the Mormaers, or Kings, of Moray.
The Chronicle says that Kenneth founded a great monastery at Brechin.
Kenneth was killed in 995, the Annals of Ulster say “by deceit” and the Annals of Tigernach say “by his
subjects”. Some later sources, such as the Chronicle of Melrose, John of Fordun and Andrew of Wyntoun
provide more details, accurately or not. The simplest account is that he was killed by his own men in
Fettercairn, through the treachery of Finnguala, daughter of Cuncar, Mormaer of Angus, in revenge for the
killing of her only son.
The Prophecy of Berchán adds little to our knowledge, except that it names Kenneth “the kinslayer”, and
states he died in Strathmore.

2 Children
Kenneth’s son Malcolm II was later king of Alba. Kenneth may have had a second son, named either
Dúngal or Gille Coemgáin.

3 Death
According to John of Fordun (14th century), Kenneth II of Scotland (reigned 971-995) attempted to change
the succession rules, allowing "the nearest survivor in blood to the deceased king to succeed ", thus
securing the throne for his own descendants. He reportedly did so to specifically exclude Constantine (III)
and Kenneth (III), called Gryme in this source. The two men then jointly conspired against him, convincing
Finnguala, daughter of Cuncar, Mormaer of Angus, to kill the king. She reportedly did so to achieve
personal revenge, as Kenneth II had killed her own son. Entries in the Chronicles of the Picts and Scots,
collected by William Forbes Skene, provide the account of Finnguala killing Kenneth II in revenge, but not
her affiliation to Constantine or his cousins. These entries date to the 12th and 13th centuries. The Annals
of Ulster simply record that Kenneth, son of Malcolm I, king of Scotland, was “deceitfully killed”, with no
indication of who killed him.

4 Depictions in fiction
Kenneth was depicted in an episode of the animated television series Gargoyles. The episode depicts the
assassination of Kenneth II by Constantine.
His son Malcolm II, King of Scotland, is the Rodger ancestor.

Aelgigu of Leinster10 (936 – 1009)
[Author’s 32nd Great Grandmother]
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Aelgigu of Laeinster was born in 936 and died in 1009- both in Caithness, Highlands, Scotland. Very little
is known about Aelgigu except that she was the wife or mistress of Kenneth II, King of Scotland and that
they were the parents of Malcolm II, King of Scotland.
Her son Malcolm II, King of Scotland, is the Rodger ancestor.

____________________________________________________________
____________________
11

Malcolm II of Scotland (962 – 1034)
[Author’s 31st Great Grandfather]

Malcolm II (954 - 25 November 1034) was King of the Scots from 1005 until his death in 1034. He was a
son of King Kenneth II; the Prophecy of Berchán says that his mother was a woman of Leinster and refers
to him as Forranach, “the destroyer”. To the Irish annals,
which recorded his death, Malcolm II was called Alban, High
King of Scotland. In the same way that Brian Bóruma, High
King of Ireland, was not the only king in Ireland, Malcolm II
was one of several kings within the geographical boundaries of
modern Scotland: his fellow kings included the king of
Strathclyde, who ruled much of the southwest, various NorseGael kings on the western coast and the Hebrides and, nearest
and most dangerous rivals, the kings or Mormaers of Moray.
To the south, in the Kingdom of England, the Earls of Bernicia
and Northumbria, whose predecessors as kings of
Northumbria had once ruled most of southern Scotland, still
controlled large parts of the southeast.

1 Early years
Malcolm II was born to Kenneth II of Scotland. He was
grandson of Malcolm I of Scotland.
John of Fordun writes that Malcolm defeated a Norwegian
army “in almost the first days after his coronation”, but this is
not reported elsewhere. Fordun says that the Bishopric of
Mortlach (later moved to Aberdeen) was founded in thanks for
this victory over the Norwegians.

2 Children
Malcolm demonstrated a rare ability to survive among early
Scottish kings by reigning for twenty-nine years. He was a
clever and ambitious man. Brehon tradition provided that the
successor to Malcolm was to be selected by him from among
the descendants of King Aedh, with the consent of Malcolm’s
ministers and of the church. Ostensibly in an attempt to end
the devastating feuds in the north of Scotland, but obviously
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influenced by the Norman feudal model, Malcolm ignored tradition and determined to retain the succession
within his own line. But since Malcolm had no son of his own, he undertook to negotiate a series of
dynastic marriages of his three daughters to men who might otherwise be his rivals, while securing the
loyalty of the principal chiefs, their relatives. First he married his daughter Bethoc to Crinan, Thane of The
Isles, head of the house of Atholl and secular Abbot of Dunkeld; then his youngest daughter, Olith, to
Sigurd, Earl of Orkney. His middle daughter, Donada, was married to Finlay, Earl of Moray, Thane of
Ross and Cromarty and a descendant of Loarn of Dalriada. This was risky business under the rules of
succession of the Gael, but he thereby secured his rear and, taking advantage of the renewal of Viking
attacks on England, marched south to fight the English. He defeated the Angles at Carham in 1018 and
installed his grandson, Duncan, son of the Abbot of Dunkeld and his choice as Tanist, in Carlisle as King
of Cumbria that same year.

3 Bernicia
The first reliable report of Malcolm II’s reign is of an invasion of Bernicia in 1006, perhaps the customary
crech ríg (literally royal prey, a raid by a new king made to demonstrate prowess in war), which involved a
siege of Durham. This appears to have resulted in a heavy defeat by the Northumbrians, led by Uhtred of
Bamburgh, later Earl of Bernicia, which is reported by the Annals of Ulster.
A second war in Bernicia, probably in 1018, was more successful. The Battle of Carham, by the River
Tweed, was a victory for the Scots led by Malcolm II and the men of Strathclyde led by their king, Owen
the Bald.

4 Cnut
Cnut, reports the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, led an army into Scotland on his return from pilgrimage to
Rome. The Chronicle dates this to 1031, but there are reasons to suppose that it should be dated to 1027.
Burgundian chronicler Rodulfus Glaber recounts the expedition soon afterwards, describing Malcolm as
“powerful in resources and arms … very Christian in faith and deed.” Ralph claims that peace was made
between Malcolm and Cnut through the intervention of Richard, Duke of Normandy, brother of Cnut’s
wife Emma. Richard died in about 1027 and Rodulfus wrote close in time to the events.
It has been suggested that the root of the quarrel between Cnut and Malcolm II lies in Cnut’s pilgrimage to
Rome, and the coronation of Holy Roman Emperor Conrad II, where Cnut and Rudolph III, King of
Burgundy had the place of honour. If Malcolm were present, and the repeated mentions of his piety in the
annals make it quite possible that he made a pilgrimage to Rome, as did MacBeth in later times, then the
coronation would have allowed Malcolm II to publicly snub Cnut’s claims to overlordship.
Cnut obtained rather less than previous English kings, a promise of peace and friendship rather than the
promise of aid on land and sea that Edgar and others had obtained. The sources say that Malcolm II was
accompanied by one or two other kings, certainly MacBeth, and perhaps the King of Mann and the Isles,
and of Galloway. The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle remarks of the submission “but he [Malcolm] adhered to
that for only a little while”. Cnut was soon occupied in Norway against Olaf Haraldsson and appears to
have had no further involvement with Scotland.

5 Strathclyde and the succession
It has traditionally been supposed that King Owen the Bald of Strathclyde died at the Battle of Carham and
that the kingdom passed into the hands of the Scots afterwards. This rests on some very weak evidence. It
is far from certain that Owen died at Carham, and it is reasonably certain that there were kings of
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Strathclyde as late as the 1054, when Edward the Confessor sent Earl Siward to install "Malcolm son of the
king of the Cumbrians”. The confusion is old, probably inspired by William of Malmesbury and
embellished by John of Fordun, but there is no firm evidence that the kingdom of Strathclyde was a part of
the kingdom of the Scots, rather than a loosely subjected kingdom, before the time of Malcolm II’s greatgrandson Malcolm III Canmore.
By the 1030s Malcolm’s sons, if he had any, were dead. The only evidence that he did have a son or sons is
in Rodulfus Glaber’s chronicle where Cnut is said to have stood as godfather to a son of Malcolm. His
grandson Thorfinn would have been unlikely to accepted as king by the Scots, and he chose the sons of his
other daughter, Bethóc, who was married to Crínán, lay abbot of Dunkeld, and perhaps Mormaer of Atholl.
It may be no more than coincidence, but in 1027 the Irish annals had reported the burning of Dunkeld,
although no mention is made of the circumstances. Malcolm’s chosen heir, and the first tánaise ríg
certainly known in Scotland, was Duncan.
It is possible that a third daughter of Malcolm married Findláech mac Ruaidrí and that Mac Bethad was
thus his grandson, but this rests on relatively weak evidence.

6 Death and posterity
Malcolm II died in 1034, Marianus Scotus giving the date as 25 November 1034. The king lists say that he
died at Glamis, variously describing him as a “most glorious” or “most victorious” king. The Annals of
Tigernach report that “Malcolm mac Cináeda, king of Scotland, the honour of all the west of Europe,
died.”

7 Descendant Line to MacBeth MacFindlach
Malcolm’s daughter Donada (982 – 1034) married Findlaich, Earl of Moray (975 – 1020). They were the
parents of MacBeth MacFindliach (1005 – 1057). We mention MacBeth for two reasons of interest to the
Chicago Rodgers:
•

MacBeth was not only a historical figure, but he also inspired Shakespeare’s character MacBeth. In
that fictional telling the actual history is somewhat altered but the essential interactions remain.

•

Perhaps the more important reason relates to the fact that MacBeth’s forces killed our ancestor
Duncan I, King of Scotland. About 17 years later Duncan’s son Malcolm III, also our ancestor, led
his forces in revenge and successfully killed MacBeth.

We did not investigate MacBeth’s descendants to see if he is also a direct ancestor. Given the number of
generations, about 29, we are removed from MacBeth makes it quite likely we are direct descendants. We
leave it to others to prove this likelihood. MacBeth was Duncan’s first cousin.
His daughter Bethoc is the Rodger ancestor.

Edith Aelgifu of Ossory12 (962 – 1016)
[Author’s 31st Great Grandmother]
Edith Aelgifu of Ossory was born in 992 and died in 1016. She was born in Ossory, Leinster, Ireland and
died in Somme, Picardie, France. Very little is known about Edith except that she was the wife or mistress
of Malcolm II, King of Scotland and that they were the parents of Bethoc.
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Her daughter Bethoc is the Rodger ancestor.

____________________________________________________________
____________________

Bethóc 13 (1023 – 1049)
[Author’s 30th Great Grandmother]
Bethóc (1023 – 1049) was the elder daughter of Malcolm II , King of Scots , and the mother of his
successor, Duncan I .

1 Biography
Bethóc was the eldest daughter of the Malcollm II of Scotland, who had no known surviving sons. She
married Crínán , Abbot of Dunkeld. Their older son, Donnchad I , ascended to the throne of Scotland
around 1034. Malcolm’s youngest daughter married Sigurd Hlodvirsson , Earl of Orkney. Early writers
have asserted that Máel Coluim also designated Donnchad as his successor under the rules of tanistry
because there were other possible claimants to the throne.
In this period, the Scottish throne still passed in Picto-Gaelic matrilineal fashion, from brother to brother,
uncle to nephew, and cousin to cousin.
Her son Duncan I King of Scotland is the Rodger ancestor.

Crínán of Dunkeld 14 (975 – 1045)
[Author’s 30th Great Grandmother]
Crínán of Dunkeld (975- 1045) was the lay abbot of the monastery of Dunkeld, and perhaps the Mormaer
of Atholl. Crínán was progenitor of the House of Dunkeld, the dynasty which would rule Scotland until the
later 13th century. He was the son-in-law of one king, and the father of another.

1 Family
Crinán was married to Bethóc, daughter of Malcolm II, King of Scots, who reigned from 1005 to 1034. As
Malcolm II had no surviving son, the strongest hereditary claim to the Scottish throne descended through
Bethóc. Crinán and Bethóc’s eldest son, Donnchad (Duncan I), who reigned from 1034 to 1040.
Crinán’s second son, Maldred of Allerdale, held the title of Lord of Cumbria. It is said that from him, the
Earls of Dunbar, for example Patrick Dunbar, 9th Earl of Dunbar, descend in unbroken male line.
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2 Lay Abbot of Dunkeld
While the title of Hereditary Lay Abbot was a feudal position that was often exercised in name only,
Crinán does seem to have acted as Abbot in charge of the monastery in his time. He was thus a man of high
position in both clerical and secular society.
In 1045, Crínán of Dunkeld rose in rebellion against Macbeth in support of his grandson, Malcolm III 's
claim to the throne. Crínán was killed in a battle at Dunkeld by MacBeth’s forces.
His son Duncan I King of Scotland is the Rodger ancestor.

____________________________________________________________
____________________
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Duncan I of Scotland
(1001 – 1040)
[Author’s 29th Great Grandfather]

Duncan I, and nicknamed “the Diseased” or “the Sick"; (1001 –
14 August 1040) was King of Scotland (Alba) from 1034 to 1040.
He is the historical basis of the "King Duncan " in Shakespeare’s
play Macbeth.

1 Life
He was son of Crínán, hereditary lay abbot of Dunkeld, and
Bethóc, daughter of king Malcolm II.
Unlike the “King Duncan” of Shakespeare’s Macbeth, the
historical Duncan appears to have been a young man. He
followed his grandfather Malcolm as king after the latter’s death
on 25 November 1034, without apparent opposition.
The early period of Duncan’s reign was apparently uneventful,
perhaps a consequence of his youth. Macbeth (Mac Bethad mac
Findláich) is recorded as having been his duke. This suggests that
Macbeth may have been the power behind the throne?
In 1039, Duncan led a large Scots army south to besiege Durham,
but the expedition ended in disaster. Duncan survived, but the
following year he led an army north into Moray, Macbeth’s
domain, apparently on a punitive expedition against Moray. There
he was killed in action, at Bothnagowan, now Pitgaveny, near
Elgin, by the men of Moray led by Macbeth, probably on 14
August 1040. He is thought to have been buried at Elgin before
later relocation to the Isle of Iona.

23

2 Depictions in fiction
Duncan is depicted as an elderly King in Macbeth by William Shakespeare. He is killed in his sleep by the
protagonist, Macbeth.
In the historical novel Macbeth the King by Nigel Tranter, Duncan is portrayed as a schemer who is fearful
of Macbeth as a possible rival for the throne. He tries to assassinate Macbeth by poisoning and then when
this fails, attacks his home with an army. In self-defence Macbeth meets him in battle and kills him in
personal combat. In the animated television series Gargoyles he is depicted as a weak and conniving king
who assassinates those who he believes threaten his rule. He even tries to assassinate Macbeth. However
like in actual history he is killed in battle.
His son Malcolm III of Scotland is the Rodger ancestor.

Sibyl Biornsson16 (1009 – 1070)
[Author’s 29th Great Grandmother]
Sibyl Biornsson was born in 1009 in Northumberland, England and died in 1070 in Iona, Argyll, Scotland.
She married Duncan I MacCrinan in 1030 at an unspecified location in Scotland. Of their two children,
Malcolm III Caenmore (1031 – 1093) became King of Scotland.
Her son Malcolm III of Scotland is the Rodger ancestor.

____________________________________________________________
____________________

Malcolm III of Scotland17 (1031 – 1093)
[Author’s 28th Great Grandfather]
Malcolm III (1031 - 13 November 1093) was King of Scots from 1058 to 1093. He was later nicknamed
Canmore meaning literally “big head” (ceann mòr) in Scottish Gaelic and euphemistically “Great Chief”.
Malcolm’s long reign, lasting 35 years, preceded the beginning of the Scoto-Norman age. He is the
historical equivalent of the character of the same name in Shakespeare 's Macbeth.
Malcolm’s kingdom did not extend over the full territory of modern Scotland: the north and west of
Scotland remained in Scandinavian, Norse-Gael and Gaelic control, and the areas under the control of the
Kings of Scots did not advance much beyond those set by Malcolm II until the 12th century. Malcolm III
fought a number of wars against the Kingdom of England, which may have had as their goal the conquest
of the English earldom of Northumbria. These wars made minimal advances southwards. Malcolm’s main
achievement is to have continued a line, which would rule Scotland for many years, although his role as
“founder of a dynasty” as claimed by his youngest son David is perhaps somewhat exaggerated.
Malcolm’s second wife, Margaret of Wessex, was eventually canonized and is Scotland’s only royal saint.
Malcolm III himself gained no reputation for piety; with the notable exception of Dunfermline Abbey, he is
not definitely associated with major religious establishments or ecclesiastical reforms.
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1 Background
Malcolm’s father Duncan I became king in late 1034, on the death of Malcolm II, Duncan’s maternal
grandfather and Malcolm’s great-grandfather. According to John of Fordun, Malcolm’s mother was a niece
of Siward, Earl of Northumbria, but others claim it was Siward’s own sister Sybil.
Duncan’s reign was not successful and he was killed by Macbeth in August 1040. Although Shakespeare’s
Macbeth presents Malcolm III as a grown man and his father as an old one, it appears that Duncan was still
young in 1040, and Malcolm and his brother Donalbane were children. Malcolm’s family did attempt to
overthrow Macbeth in 1045, but Malcolm’s grandfather Crínán of Dunkeld was killed in the attempt.
Soon after the death of Duncan his two young sons were sent away for greater safety—exactly where is the
subject of debate. According to one version, Malcolm (then aged about nine) was sent to England, and his
younger brother Donalbane was sent to the Isles. Based on Fordun’s account, it was assumed that Malcolm
III passed most of Macbeth’s 17-year reign in the Kingdom of England at the court of Edward the
Confessor.
According to an alternative version, Malcolm’s mother took both sons into exile at the court of Thorfinn
Sigurdsson, Earl of Orkney, an enemy of Macbeth’s family, and perhaps Duncan’s kinsman by marriage.
In 1057 various chroniclers report the death of Macbeth at Malcolm’s hand, on 15 August 1057 at
Lumphanan in Aberdeenshire. Macbeth was succeeded by his stepson Lulach, who was crowned at Scone,
probably on 8 September 1057. Months later Lulach was killed by Malcolm III, near Huntly in April 1058.
Then, Malcolm III became king, perhaps being inaugurated that same month.

2 Malcolm III and Ingibiorg
The Orkneyinga saga reports that Malcolm III married the widow of Thorfinn Sigurdsson, Ingibiorg, a
daughter of Finn Arnesson. Crowdsourcing from Ancestry.com suggests Ingiborg was born in or shortly
after 1021. She then married Malcom III in 1059. Most in the “crowd” have her dead in 1066. That same
resource shows that Malcolm and Ingibiorg had three sons, Duncan II who was later King of Scotland,
Donald and Malcolm IV. These sons and Ingibiorg are not Rodger ancestors.

3 Malcolm III and Margaret
Although he had given sanctuary to Tostig Godwinson when the Northumbrians drove him out, Malcolm
III was not directly involved in the ill-fated invasion of England by Harald Hardraade and Tostig in 1066,
which ended in defeat and death at the battle of Stamford Bridge. In
1068, he granted asylum to a group of English exiles fleeing from
William of Normandy, among them Agatha, widow of Edward the
Confessor’s nephew Edward the Exile, and her children: Edgar
Ætheling and his sisters Margaret and Cristina. They were
accompanied by Gospatric, Earl of Northumbria. About that same
time Malcolm III married Margaret. According to our
crowdsourcing the marriage was also in 1068.

4 Malcolm III and William Rufus
When William Rufus became king of England after his father’s death, Malcolm III did not intervene in the
rebellions by supporters of Robert Curthose that followed. In 1091, William Rufus confiscated Edgar
Ætheling’s lands in England, and Edgar fled north to Scotland. In May, Malcolm III marched south, not to
raid and take slaves and plunder, but to besiege Newcastle, built by Robert Curthose in 1080. This appears
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to have been an attempt to advance the frontier south from the River Tweed to the River Tees. The threat
was enough to bring the English king back from Normandy, where he had been fighting Robert Curthose.
In September, learning of William Rufus’s approaching army, Malcolm III withdrew north and the English
followed. Unlike in 1072, Malcolm III was prepared to fight, but a peace was arranged by Edgar Ætheling
and Robert Curthose whereby Malcolm III again acknowledged the overlordship of the English king.

5 Death
While marching north again, Malcolm was ambushed by Robert de Mowbray, Earl of Northumbria, whose
lands he had devastated, near Alnwick on 13 November 1093. There he was killed by Arkil Morel, steward
of Bamburgh Castle. The conflict became known as the Battle of Alnwick. Edward was mortally wounded
in the same fight. Margaret, it is said, died soon after receiving the news of their deaths from Edgar. The
Annals of Ulster say regarding Malcolm III:
Mael Coluim son of Donnchad, over-king of Scotland, and Edward his son, were killed by the
French [i.e. Normans] in Inber Alda in England. His queen, Margaret, moreover, died of sorrow for
him within nine days.
Malcolm’s body was taken to Tynemouth Priory for burial. The king’s body was sent north for reburial, in
the reign of his son Alexander, at Dunfermline Abbey, or possibly Iona.
Then over 150 years later, on 19 June 1250, following the canonisation of Malcolm’s wife Margaret by
Pope Innocent IV, Margaret’s remains were disinterred and placed in a reliquary. Tradition has it that as the
reliquary was carried to the high altar of Dunfermline Abbey, past Malcolm’s grave, it became too heavy to
move. As a result, Malcolm’s remains were also disinterred, and buried next to Margaret beside the altar.

6 Issue
Malcolm and Ingebjorg had three sons:
•
•
•

Duncan II of Scotland, succeeded his father as King of Scotland
Donald, died ca.1094
Malcolm, died ca.1085

Malcolm and Margaret had eight children, six sons and two daughters:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Edward, killed 1093
Edmund of Scotland
Ethelred, abbot of Dunkeld
King Edgar of Scotland
King Alexander I of Scotland
King David I of Scotland
Edith of Scotland, also called Matilda, married King Henry I of England
Mary of Scotland, married Eustace III of Boulogne

7 Depictions in Fiction
Malcolm III appears in William Shakespeare ’s Macbeth as Malcolm. He is the son of King Duncan and
heir to the throne. He first appears in the second scene where he is talking to a sergeant, with Duncan. The
sergeant tells them how the battle was won thanks to Macbeth. Then Ross comes and Duncan decides that
Macbeth should take the title of Thane of Cawdor. Then he later appears in Act 1.4 talking about the
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execution of the former Thane of Cawdor. Macbeth then enters and they congratulate him on his victory.
He later appears in Macbeth’s castle as a guest. When his father is killed he is suspected of the murder so
he escapes to England. He later makes an appearance in Act 4.3, where he talks to Macduff about Macbeth
and what to do. They both decide to start a war against him. In Act 5.4 he is seen in Dunsinane getting
ready for war. He orders the troops to hide behind branches and slowly advance towards the castle. In Act
5.8 he watches the battle against Macbeth and Macduff with Siward and Ross. When eventually Macbeth is
killed, Malcolm takes over as king.
The married life of Malcolm III and Margaret has been the subject of two historical novels: A Goodly Pearl
(1905) by Mary H. Debenham, and Malcolm Canmore’s Pearl (1907) by Agnes Grant Hay. Both focus on
court life in Dunfermline, and the Margaret helping introduce Anglo-Saxon culture in Scotland. The latter
novel covers events to 1093, ending with Malcolm’s death.

8 Ancestry

Ancestors of Malcolm III include three earlier kings of Scotland. Of interest is Malcolm II. His great
grandfather was also the grandfather of Macbeth who was also King of Scotland. Macbeth’s forces
had killed Duncan I in order to seize the throne. Later Malcolm III led his forces against Macbeth
and killed him- probably in revenge for his father’s murder. His daughter Edith-Matilda is also a
Rodger ancestor along the English line.

♣

His son David I, King of Scotland is also a Rodger ancestor along the Scottish line.
His daughter Edith (Matilda) is also a Rodger ancestor along the English line.

Saint Margaret of Scotland18 (1045 – 1093)
[Author’s 28th Great Grandmother]

♣

To review and follow the English line of descendants, please consult Vol II English Forebearers of Our Scottish Ancestors.
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Saint Margaret of Scotland (1045 – 16 November 1093), also known as Margaret of Wessex, was an
English princess of the House of Wessex. Margaret was sometimes called “The Pearl of Scotland”. Born in
exile in Hungary, she was the sister of Edgar Ætheling, the short-ruling and uncrowned Anglo-Saxon King
of England. Margaret and her family returned to England in 1057, but fled to the Kingdom of Scotland
following the Norman conquest of England of 1066. Around 1070 Margaret married Malcolm III of
Scotland, becoming his queen consort. She was a pious woman, and among many charitable works she
established a ferry across the Firth of Forth for pilgrims travelling to Dunfermline Abbey, which gave the
towns of South Queensferry and North Queensferry their
names. Margaret was the mother of three kings of Scotland
and of a queen consort of England. According to the Life of
Saint Margaret, attributed to Turgot of Durham, she died at
Edinburgh Castle in 1093, just days after receiving the news of
her husband’s death in battle. In 1250 she was canonised by
Pope Innocent IV, and her remains were reinterred in a shrine
at Dunfermline Abbey. Her relics were dispersed after the
Scottish Reformation and subsequently lost.

1 Early life
Margaret was the daughter of the English prince Edward the
Exile, and granddaughter of Edmund Ironside, king of
England. After the Danish conquest of England in 1016,
Canute had the infant Edward exiled to the continent. He was
taken first to the court of the Swedish king, Olof Skötkonung,
and then to Kiev. As an adult, he travelled to Hungary, where
in 1046 he supported Andrew I 's successful bid for the throne.
He was then also known as “Andrew the Catholic” for his
extreme aversion to pagans, and great loyalty to Rome. The
provenance of Margaret’s mother, Agatha, is legally disputed,
but Margaret was born in Hungary around 1045. Her brother
Edgar the Ætheling and her sister Cristina were also born in
Hungary around this time. Margaret grew up in a very
religious environment in the Hungarian court.

2 Return to England
Still a child, she came to England with the rest of her family
when her father, Edward, was recalled in 1057 as a possible
successor to her great-uncle, the childless Edward the
Confessor. Whether from natural or sinister causes, Edward
died immediately on landing, but Margaret continued to reside
at the English court where her brother, Edgar Ætheling, was
considered a possible successor to the English throne. When
the Confessor died in January 1066, Harold Godwinson was
selected as king, Edgar perhaps being considered still too
young. After Harold’s defeat at the battle of Hastings later that year, Edgar was proclaimed King of
England, but when the Normans advanced on London, the Witenagemot presented Edgar to William the
Conqueror who took him to Normandy before returning him to England in 1068, when Edgar, Margaret,
Cristina and their mother Agatha fled north to Northumbria.
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3 Journey to Scotland
According to tradition, the widowed Agatha decided to leave Northumbria with her children and return to
the continent. However, a storm drove their ship north to Scotland, where they sought the protection of
King Malcolm III. The spot where they are said to have landed is known today as St Margaret’s Hope, near
the village of North Queensferry. Margaret’s arrival in Scotland in 1068, after the failed revolt of the
Northumbrian earls, has been heavily romanticized, though Symeon of Durham implied that her 1st meeting
with Malcolm III may not have been until 1070, after William the Conqueror’s Harrying of the North.
Malcolm was a widower with two sons, Donald and Duncan. He would have been attracted by the prospect
of marrying one of the few remaining members of the Anglo-Saxon royal family. The marriage of Malcolm
and Margaret took place some time before the end of 1070. Malcolm followed it with several invasions of
Northumberland, in support of the claims of his brother-in- aw Edgar, as well as to increase his own power.
These, however, had little result beyond the devastation of the county.

4 Family
Margaret and Malcolm had eight children, six sons and two daughters:
1. Edward, killed 1094.
2. Edmund of Scotland (1070 – after 1097)
3. Ethelred, abbot of Dunkeld
4. Edgar of Scotland (1074 - 11 January 1107), King of Scotland from 1097 - 1107
5. Alexander I of Scotland (1078 - 23 April 1124), King of Scotland from 1107 - 1124
6. Edith of Scotland (1080 – 1 May 1118), aka Matilda, married King Henry I of England
7. Mary of Scotland (1082–1116) married Eustace III of Boulogne
8. David I of Scotland (1083 – 24 May 1153), King of Scotland from 1124 - 1153

5 Religious life
Margaret’s biographer Turgot, Bishop of St. Andrews, credits her with having a civilizing influence on her
husband Malcolm by reading him stories from the Bible. She instigated religious reform, striving to make
the worship and practices of the Church in Scotland conform to those of Rome. This she did with the
inspiration and guidance of Lanfranc, the future Archbishop of Canterbury. She also worked to bring the
Scottish Church practice in line with that of the continental church of her childhood. Due to these
achievements, she was considered an exemplar of the “just ruler”, and influenced her husband and children
- especially her youngest son, later David I - also to be just and holy rulers.
“The chroniclers all agree in depicting Queen Margaret as a strong, pure, noble character, who had very
great influence over her husband, and through him over Scottish history, especially in it ecclesiastical
aspects. Her religion, which was genuine and intense, was of the newest Roman style; and to her are
attributed a number of reforms by which the Church of Scotland was considerably modified from the
insular and primitive type which down to her time it had exhibited. Among those expressly mentioned are a
change in the manner of observing Lent, which thenceforward began as elsewhere on Ash Wednesday and
not as previously on the following Monday, and the abolition of the old practice of observing Saturday
(Sabbath), not Sunday, as the day of rest from labour.
She had charitable works, serving orphans and the poor every day before she ate, and washing the feet of
the poor in imitation of Christ. She rose at midnight every night to attend church services. She invited the
Benedictine order to establish a monastery at Dunfermline in Fife in 1072, and established ferries at
Queensferry and North Berwick to assist pilgrims journeying from south of the Firth of Forth to St.
Andrews in Fife. A cave near the Tower Burn in Dunfermline was used by her as a place of devotion and
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prayer. St Margaret’s Cave, now covered beneath a municipal car park, is open to the public. Amongst her
other deeds, Margaret also instigated the restoration of the monastery at Iona. She is also known to have
been an intercessor for the release of fellow English exiles, forced into serfdom by the conquest.
Privately, Margaret was as devout as she was in her public duties. She spent much time in prayer,
devotional reading, and ecclesiastical embroidery. This appears to have had a considerable effect on the
more uncouth Malcolm who couldn’t read; he so admired her devotion that he had her books decorated in
gold & silver. One was a pocket gospel book with Evangelist portraits. At the Bodleian Library in Oxford.
Malcolm seems to have been largely ignorant of the long-term effects of Margaret’s endeavours, not being
especially religious himself. He was content for her to pursue her reforms as she wished, a testament to the
strength and affection inherent in their marriage.

6 Death
Her husband, Malcolm III, and their eldest son, Edward, were killed in a fight against the English at the
Battle of Alnwick on 13 November 1093. Her son Edgar was left with the task of telling his mother of their
deaths. Margaret was not yet fifty, but a life of constant austerity and fasting had taken their toll. Already
ill, Margaret died on 16 November 1093, three days after the deaths of her husband and eldest son. She was
buried in Dunfermline Abbey. In 1250 her body and that of her husband were exhumed and placed in a
new shrine in the Abbey. In 1560 Mary Queen of Scots had Margaret’s head removed to Edinburgh Castle
as a relic to assist her in childbirth. In 1597 the head ended up with the Jesuits at the Scots’ College, Douai,
France, but was lost during the French Revolution. Philip II of Spain had the other remains of Margaret and
Malcolm Canmore transferred to the Escorial in Madrid, but they cannot now be found.

7 Veneration
7.1 Sainthood
Saint Margaret was canonised in 1250 by Pope Innocent IV in recognition of her personal holiness, fidelity
to the Church, work for religious reform, and charity. On 19 June 1250, after her canonisation, her remains
were moved to a chapel in the eastern apse of Dunfermline Abbey. In 1693 Pope Innocent XII changed her
feast day to 10 June in recognition of the birthdate of the son of James VII of Scotland and II of England.
In the revision of the General Roman Calendar in 1969, 16 November became free and the Church
transferred her feast day to 16 November, the day of her death, which had Site of the shrine of St.
Margaret, Dunfermline Abbey, Fife St Margaret’s Chapel, Edinburgh Castle St Margaret’s Church in
Dunfermline always been recognised in Scotland. However, some traditionalist Catholics continue to
celebrate her feast day on 10 June. She is also venerated as a saint in the Anglican Church.
7.2 Churches
Several churches are dedicated to Saint Margaret. One of the oldest is St Margaret’s Chapel in Edinburgh
Castle, which was founded by her son King David I. The chapel was long thought to have been the oratory
of Margaret herself, but is now considered to be a 12th-century establishment. The oldest building in
Edinburgh, it was restored in the 19th century, and refurbished in the 1990s. Others include the 13thcentury Church of St Margaret the Queen in Buxted, East Sussex, St Margaret of Scotland, Aberdeen and
the Church of England church in Budapest. There is another in Brittany, northern France, near Etel.
7.3 Other establishments
A number of foundations, particularly in Scotland, are named after Saint Margaret:
•
•

Queen Margaret University, Edinburgh, Scotland, which adopted the name in 1972
Queen Margaret College, Glasgow, Scotland
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Queen Margaret Union, Glasgow, Scotland, a student union at Glasgow University
Queen Margaret Hospital, Dunfermline, Scotland
The towns of South Queensferry and North Queensferry, Scotland, mark the location of the ferry
established by Queen Margaret
St. Margaret’s R C Primary School, South Queensferry, Scotland
Queen Margaret Academy, Ayr, Scotland
St Margaret’s Academy, Livingston, Scotland
St Margaret’s School Bushey, Hertfordshire, England, a private school with boarding facilities for
girls aged 4-18 years.
St Margaret’s College, Christchurch, New Zealand
Queen Margaret College, Wellington, New Zealand
St. Margaret’s Junior College, Suginami, Tokyo, Japan, incorporating kindergarten, girls primary,
junior and senior high schools
St Margaret of Scotland Hospice, Clydebank, Scotland
St Margaret’s School, Scotland
St. Margaret’s Primary School and St. Margaret’s Secondary School, in Singapore
St. Margaret’s School, Melbourne, Australia, both primary and secondary schools
St. Margaret of Scotland School, St. Louis, Missouri, USA
St. Margaret of Scotland Catholic Elementary, Erin Mills, Mississauga, Ontario, Canada
St. Margaret of Scotland Parish, Toronto, Ontario, Canada
St. Margaret’s School, Victoria, British Columbia, Canada, primary and secondary school for girls
(including both boarding and day students)
Saint Margaret of Scotland Catholic School Cambridge, Ontario, Canada
St. Margaret’s School, Tappahannock, Virginia, USA, a private Episcopal college preparatory
school for girls (including both boarding and day students, grades 8-12)
St. Margaret’s School, Viña del Mar, Chile
St. Margaret’s Chapel, Glastonbury, England
♠

Her daughter Edith (Matilda) is also a Rodger ancestor along the English line.
Her son David I, King of Scotland is also a Rodger ancestor along the Scottish line.

____________________________________________________________
____________________

Linking To The David And Edith Lines
As we come to the end of Part I: Old Royalty From Scotland we make note of two links from this line to
the more recent ancestors and their lines that lead to the Chicago Rodger’s.
King Malcolm III and his wife Saint Margaret, just described above, head or top these links that descend
through their children:

♠

To review and follow the English line of descendants, please consult Vol II English Forebearers of Our Scottish Ancestors.
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•

Through their son David who becomes David I, King of Scotland (1084 – 1153) who sits part way
down our Scottish line. This line is described in Volume III of this series (this book) where this
Scottish line of Rodger ancestors is presented. It starts in 810 with the birth of Kenneth MacAlpin,
said to be the first King of Scotland, eight generations before Malcolm III. From there this book
examines 35 generations of our Scottish ancestors down to Helen Heath and then the Chicago
Rodger’s.

•

Through their daughter Edith Matilda (1079 – 1116) who marries Henry I, King of England, who
was the son of William the Conqueror. This line is described in Part II of Volume II, English
Forebearers of our Scottish Ancestors, where we see how the daughter of this pair (Edith and
Henry I) marries the “founder” of the House of Plantagenets, Duke Geoffrey Plantagenet. This
English line continues for a few hundred years until it connects or reconnects to the Scottish line
through Joan Beaufort, the wife of King James I of Scotland.

____________________________________________________________
____________________
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David I of Scotland

(1084 – 1153)

[Author’s 27th Great Grandfather]
David I (1084 – 24 May 1153) was a 12th-century ruler who was Prince of the Cumbrians (1113–1124),
Earl of Northampton and Huntingdon and later King of the Scots (1124–1153). The youngest son of
Malcolm III of Scotland and Margaret of Wessex, David spent his early years in Scotland but on the death
of his parents in 1093 was forced into exile by his uncle and thenceforth king, Donald III of Scotland.
Perhaps after 1100, he became a dependent at the court of King Henry I of England. There he was
influenced by the Norman and Anglo-Norman culture of the court.
When David’s brother Alexander I of Scotland died in 1124, David chose, with the backing of Henry I, to
take the Kingdom of Scotland (Alba) for himself. He was forced to engage in warfare against his rival and
nephew, Malcolm, Alexander I’s son. Subduing the latter seems to have taken David ten years, a struggle
that involved the destruction of Óengus, Mormaer of Moray. David’s victory allowed expansion of control
over more distant regions theoretically part of his kingdom. After the death of his former patron Henry I,
David supported the claims of Henry’s daughter and his own niece, Empress Matilda, to the throne of
England. In the process, he came into conflict with King Stephen and was able to expand his power in
northern England, despite his defeat at the Battle of the Standard in 1138.
The term "Davidian Revolution " is used by many scholars to summarise the changes that took place in the
Kingdom of Scotland during his reign. These included his foundation of burghs, implementation of the
ideals of Gregorian Reform, foundation of monasteries, Normanisation of the Scottish government, and the
introduction of feudalism through immigrant French and Anglo-French knights.

1 Early years
The early years of David I are the most obscure of his life. Because there is little documented evidence,
historians can only guess at most of David’s activities in this period.
1.1 Childhood and flight to England
David was born on a date unknown in 1084 in Scotland. He was probably the eighth son of King Malcolm
III, and certainly the sixth and youngest born to Malcolm’s second wife, Margaret of Wessex. He was the
grandson of the ill-fated King Duncan I.
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In 1093 King Malcolm and David’s brother Edward were killed at the River Aln during an invasion of
Northumberland. David and his two brothers Alexander and Edgar, both future kings of Scotland, were
probably present when their mother died shortly afterwards. According to later medieval tradition, the three
brothers were in Edinburgh when they were besieged by their uncle, Donald III.
Donald became King of Scotland. It is not certain what happened next, but an insertion in the Chronicle of
Melrose states that Donald forced his three nephews into exile, although he was allied with another of his
nephews, Edmund. John of Fordun wrote, centuries later, that an escort into England was arranged for them
by their maternal uncle Edgar Ætheling.
1.2 Intervention of William Rufus and English exile
William II of England opposed Donald III’s accession to the northern kingdom. He sent Malcolm III’s
eldest son, David’s half-brother Duncan, into Scotland with an army. Duncan was killed within the year, so
in 1097 William sent Duncan’s half-brother Edgar into Scotland. The latter was more successful, and was
crowned king by the end of 1097.
During the power struggle of 1093–97, David was in England. In 1093, he may have been about nine years
old. From 1093 until 1103 David’s presence cannot be accounted for in detail, but he appears to have been
in Scotland for the remainder of the 1090s. When William Rufus was killed, his brother Henry Beauclerc
seized power and married David’s sister, Matilda. As the King’s brother-in-law, David was probably an
important figure at the English court. Despite his Gaelic background, by the end of his stay in England,
David had become fully Normanised. William of Malmesbury wrote that it was in this period that David
“rubbed off all tarnish of Scottish barbarity through being polished by intercourse and friendship with us”.

2 Prince of the Cumbrians, 1113– 1124
David’s time as Prince of the Cumbrians and Earl marks the beginning of his life as a great territorial lord.
His earldom probably began in 1113, when Henry I arranged David’s marriage to Maud, 2nd Countess of
Huntingdon (Matilda), who was the heiress to the Huntingdon – Northampton lordship. As her husband,
David used the title of earl, and there was the prospect that David’s children by her would inherit some of
the honours borne by Matilda’s father, such as the Honour of Huntingdon.
2.1 Obtaining the inheritance
David’s brother, King Edgar, had visited William Rufus in May 1099 and bequeathed to David extensive
territory to the south of the River Forth. On 8 January 1107, Edgar died. It has been assumed that David
took control of his inheritance – the southern lands bequeathed by Edgar – soon after the latter’s death.
However, it cannot be shown that he possessed his inheritance until his foundation of Selkirk Abbey late in
1113. According to Richard Oram, it was only in 1113, when Henry returned to England from Normandy,
that David was at last in a position to claim his inheritance in southern “Scotland”.
King Henry’s backing probably induced King Alexander to recognise his younger brother’s claims. This
probably occurred without bloodshed, but through threat of force nonetheless. David’s aggression seems to
have inspired resentment amongst some native Scots.
The lands in question consisted of the pre-1975 counties of Roxburghshire, Selkirkshire, Berwickshire,
Peeblesshire and Lanarkshire. David, moreover, gained the title princeps Cumbrensis, "Prince of the
Cumbrians ", as attested in David’s charters from this era. Although this was a large slice of Scotland south
of the River Forth, the region of Galloway proper was entirely outside David’s control.
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2.2 In England
In the later part of 1113, King Henry gave David the hand of Matilda of Huntingdon, daughter and heiress
of Waltheof, Earl of Northumbria. The marriage brought with it
the “Honour of Huntingdon”, a lordship scattered through the
shires of Northampton, Huntingdon, and Bedford; within a few
years, Matilda bore two sons. The eldest, Malcolm, died as an
infant and was said to have been strangled by Donald III, and
the second, Henry, was named by David after his patron.
The new territories that David controlled were a valuable
supplement to his income and manpower, increasing his status
as one of the most powerful magnates in the Kingdom of the
English. Moreover, Matilda’s father Waltheof had been Earl of
Northumberland, a defunct lordship which had covered the far
north of England and included Cumberland and Westmorland,
Northumberland -proper, as well as overlordship of the
bishopric of Durham. After King Henry’s death, David would
revive the claim to this earldom for his son Henry.
David’s activities and whereabouts after 1114 are not always
easy to trace. He spent much of his time outside his
principality, in England and in Normandy. Despite the death of
his sister on 1 May 1118, David still possessed the favour of
King Henry when his brother Alexander died in 1124, leaving
Scotland without a king.

3 Political and military events in
Scotland during David’s kingship
Michael Lynch and Richard Oram portray David as having
little initial connection with the culture and society of the
Scots; but both likewise argue that David became increasingly
re-Gaelicised in the later stages of his reign. Whatever the case,
David’s claim to be heir to the Scottish kingdom was doubtful.
David was the youngest of eight sons of the fifth from last
king. Two more recent kings had produced sons. William fitz
Duncan, son of King Donnchad II, and Máel Coluim, son of the
last king Alexander, both preceded David in terms of the
slowly emerging principles of primogeniture. However, unlike
David, neither William nor Máel Coluim had the support of
Henry. So when Alexander died in 1124, the aristocracy of Scotland could either accept David as King, or
face war with both David and Henry I.
3.1 Coronation and struggle for the kingdom
Alexander’s son Malcolm chose war. Orderic Vitalis reported that Malcolm “affected to snatch the
kingdom from [David], and fought against him two sufficiently fierce battles; but David, who was loftier in
understanding and in power and wealth, conquered him and his followers”. Malcolm escaped unharmed
into areas of Scotland not yet under David’s control, and in those areas gained shelter and aid. In either
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April or May of the same year, David was crowned King of Scotland at Scone. If later Scottish and Irish
evidence can be taken as evidence, the ceremony of coronation was a series of elaborate traditional rituals,
of the kind infamous in the Anglo-French world of the 12th century for their “unchristian” elements. Ailred
of Rievaulx, friend and one-time member of David’s court, reported that David “so abhorred those acts of
homage which are offered by the Scottish nation in the manner of their fathers upon the recent promotion
of their kings, that he was with difficulty compelled by the bishops to receive them”.
Outside his Cumbrian principality and the southern fringe of Scotland-proper, David exercised little power
in the 1120s, and in the words of Richard Oram, was “king of Scots in little more than name”. He was
probably in that part of Scotland he did rule for most of the time between late 1127 and 1130. However, he
was at the court of Henry in 1126 and in early 1127, and returned to Henry’s court in 1130, serving as a
judge at Woodstock for the treason trial of Geoffrey de Clinton. It was in this year that David’s wife,
Matilda of Huntingdon, died. Possibly as a result of this, and while David was still in southern England,
Scotland-proper rose up in arms against him.
The instigator was, again, his nephew Malcolm, who now had the support of King Óengus of Moray. He
was David’s most powerful vassal, a man who, as grandson of King Lulach of Scotland, even had his own
claim to the kingdom. The rebel Scots had advanced into Angus, where they were met by David’s Mercian
constable, Edward; a battle took place at Stracathro near Brechin. According to the Annals of Ulster, 1000
of Edward’s army, and 4000 of Óengus’ army – including Óengus himself – died.
According to Orderic Vitalis, Edward followed up the killing of Óengus by marching north into Moray
itself, which, in Orderic’s words, “lacked a defender and lord"; and so Edward, “with God’s help obtained
the entire duchy of that extensive district”. But this was not the end of it. Malcolm escaped, and four years
of continuing civil war followed; for David this period was quite simply a “struggle for survival”.
It appears that David asked for and obtained extensive military aid from King Henry. Ailred of Rievaulx
related that at this point a large fleet and a large army of Norman knights, including Walter l'Espec, were
sent by Henry to Carlisle in order to assist David’s attempt to root out his Scottish enemies. The fleet seems
to have been used in the Irish Sea, the Firth of Clyde and the entire Argyll coast, where Máel Coluim was
probably at large among supporters. In 1134 Malcolm was captured and imprisoned in Roxburgh Castle.
Since modern historians no longer confuse him with "Malcolm MacHeth", it is clear that nothing more is
ever heard of Malcolm, except perhaps that his sons were later allied with Somerled.
3.2 Dominating the north
While fighting King Stephen and attempting to dominate northern England in the years following 1136,
David was continuing his drive for control of the far north of Scotland. In 1139, his cousin, the five-yearold Harald Maddadsson, was given the title of “Earl” and half the lands of the earldom of Orkney, in
addition to Scottish Caithness. Throughout the 1140s Caithness and Sutherland were brought back under
the Scottish zone of control. Sometime before 1146 David appointed a native Scot called Aindréas to be the
first Bishop of Caithness, a bishopric which was based at Halkirk, near Thurso, in an area which was
ethnically Scandinavian.

4 England
David’s relationship with England and the English crown in these years is usually interpreted in two ways.
Firstly, his actions are understood in relation to his connections with the King of England. No historian is
likely to deny that David’s early career was largely manufactured by King Henry I of England. David was
the latter’s “greatest protégé", one of Henry’s “new men”. His hostility to Stephen can be interpreted as an
effort to uphold the intended inheritance of Henry I, the succession of his daughter, Matilda, the former
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Empress of the Holy Roman Empire. David carried out his wars in her name, joined her when she arrived
in England, and later knighted her son, the future Henry II.
However, David’s policy towards England can be interpreted in an additional way. David was the
independence loving king trying to build a “Scoto-Northumbrian” realm by seizing the most northerly parts
of the English kingdom. In this perspective, David’s support for Matilda is used as a pretext for land
grabbing. David’s maternal descent from the House of Wessex and his son Henry’s maternal descent from
the English Earls of Northumberland is thought to have further encouraged such a project, a project which
came to an end only after Henry II ordered David’s child successor Máel Coluim IV to hand over the most
important of David’s gains. It is clear that neither one of these interpretations can be taken without some
weight being given to the other.
4.1 Usurpation of Stephen and First Treaty of Durham
Henry I had arranged his inheritance to pass to his daughter Empress Matilda. Instead, his nephew Stephen
seized the throne. David had been the first layperson to take the oath to uphold the succession of Matilda in
1127, and when Stephen was crowned on 22 December 1135, David decided to make war against King
Stephen. Before December was over, David marched into northern England, and by the end of January he
had occupied the castles of Carlisle, Wark, Alnwick, Norham and Newcastle.
4.2 Renewal of war and Clitheroe
When the winter of 1136–37 was over, David prepared again to invade England. The King of the Scots
massed an army on the Northumberland’s border, to which the English responded by gathering an army at
Newcastle. Once more pitched battle was avoided, and instead a truce was agreed until December. When
December fell, David demanded that Stephen hand over the whole of the old earldom of Northumberland.
Stephen’s refusal led to David’s third invasion, this time in January 1138.
The army that invaded England in January and February 1138 shocked the English chroniclers. Richard of
Hexham called it “an execrable army, savager than any race of heathen yielding honour to neither God nor
man” and that it “harried the whole province and slaughtered everywhere folk of either sex, of every age
and condition, destroying, pillaging and burning the vills, churches and houses”.
By February King Stephen marched north to deal with David. Eventually, a pitched battle took place, the
battle of Clitheroe, and the English army was routed.
4.3 Battle of the Standard and Second Treaty of Durham
By later July 1138, the two Scottish armies had reunited in “St Cuthbert’s land”, that is, in the lands
controlled by the Bishop of Durham, on the far side of the river Tyne. Another English army had mustered
to meet the Scots, this time led by William, Earl of Aumale. The victory at Clitheroe was probably what
inspired David to risk battle. David’s force, apparently 26,000 strong and several times larger than the
English army, met the English on 22 August at Cowdon Moor near Northallerton, North Yorkshire.
The Battle of the Standard, as the encounter came to be called, was a defeat for the Scots. Afterwards,
David and his surviving notables retired to Carlisle. Although the result was a defeat, it was not by any
means decisive. David retained the bulk of his army and thus the power to go on the offensive again. The
siege of Wark, for instance, which had been going on since January, continued until it was captured in
November. David continued to occupy Cumberland as well as much of Northumberland.
On 9 April David and Stephen’s wife Matilda of Boulogne met each other at Durham and agreed a
settlement. David’s son Henry was given the earldom of Northumberland and was restored to the earldom
of Huntingdon and lordship of Doncaster; David himself was allowed to keep Carlisle and Cumberland.
36

King Stephen was to retain possession of the strategically vital castles of Bamburgh and Newcastle. This
effectively fulfilled all of David’s war aims.
4.4 Arrival of Matilda and the renewal of conflict
The settlement with Stephen was not set to last long. The arrival in England of the Empress Matilda gave
David an opportunity to renew the conflict with Stephen. In either May or June, David travelled to the
south of England and entered Matilda’s company; he was present for her expected coronation at
Westminster Abbey, though this never took place. David was there until September, when the Empress
found herself surrounded at Winchester. This civil war, or "the Anarchy " as it was later called, enabled
David to strengthen his own position in northern England. While David consolidated his hold on his own
and his son’s newly acquired lands, he also sought to expand his influence. The castles at Newcastle and
Bamburgh were again brought under his control, and he attained dominion over all of England northwest of
the river Ribble and Pennines, while holding the northeast as far south as the river Tyne, on the borders of
the core territory of the bishopric of Durham. While his son brought all the senior barons of
Northumberland into his entourage, David rebuilt the fortress of Carlisle. Carlisle quickly replaced
Roxburgh as his favoured residence. David’s acquisition of the mines at Alston on the South Tyne enabled
him to begin minting the Kingdom of Scotland 's first silver coinage. David, meanwhile, issued charters to
Shrewsbury Abbey in respect to their lands in Lancashire.

5 Scottish Church
Historical treatment of David I and the Scottish church usually emphasises David’s pioneering role as the
instrument of diocesan reorganisation and Norman penetration, beginning with the bishopric of Glasgow
while David was Prince of the Cumbrians, and continuing further north after David acceded to the throne
of Scotland. Focus too is usually given to his role as the defender of the Scottish church’s independence
from claims of overlordship by the Archbishop of York and the Archbishop of Canterbury.
5.1 Innovations in the church system
It was once held that Scotland’s episcopal sees and entire parochial system owed its origins to the
innovations of David I. Today, scholars have moderated this view. Ailred of Rievaulx wrote in David’s
eulogy that when David came to power, “he found three or four bishops in the whole Scottish kingdom
[north of the Forth], and the others wavering without a pastor to the loss of both morals and property; when
he died, he left nine, both of ancient bishoprics which he himself restored, and new ones which he erected”.
Although David moved the bishopric of Mortlach east to his new burgh of Aberdeen, and arranged the
creation of the diocese of Caithness, no other bishoprics can be safely called David’s creation.
5.2 Ecclesiastical disputes
One of the first problems David had to deal with as king was an ecclesiastical dispute with the English
church. The problem with the English church concerned the subordination of Scottish sees to the
archbishops of York and/or Canterbury, an issue that since his election in 1124 had prevented Robert of
Scone from being consecrated to the see of St Andrews. It is likely that since the 11th century the bishopric
of St Andrews functioned as a de facto archbishopric. The title of “Archbishop” is accorded in Scottish and
Irish sources to Bishop Giric and Bishop Fothad II.
The problem was that this archiepiscopal status had not been cleared with the papacy, opening the way for
English archbishops to claim overlordship of the whole Scottish church. The man responsible was the new
aggressively assertive Archbishop of York, Thurstan. His easiest target was the bishopric of Glasgow,
which being south of the river Forth was not regarded as part of Scotland nor the jurisdiction of St
Andrews. In 1125, Pope Honorius II wrote to John, Bishop of Glasgow ordering him to submit to the
archbishopric of York. David ordered Bishop John of Glasgow to travel to the Apostolic See in order to
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secure a pallium that would elevate the bishopric of St Andrews to an archbishopric with jurisdiction over
Glasgow.

6 Succession and death
Perhaps the greatest blow to David’s plans came on 12 July 1152 when Henry, Earl of Northumberland,
David’s only son and successor, died. He had probably been suffering from some kind of illness for a long
time. David had under a year to live, and he may have known that he was not going to be alive much
longer. David quickly arranged for his grandson Malcolm IV to be made his successor, and for his younger
grandson William to be made Earl of Northumberland. Donnchad I, Mormaer of Fife, the senior magnate
in Scotland-proper, was appointed as regent, and took the 11-year-old Máel Coluim around Scotlandproper on a tour to meet and gain the homage of his future Gaelic subjects. David’s health began to fail
seriously in the spring of 1153, and on 24 May 1153, David died. In his obituary in the Annals of
Tigernach, he is called Dabíd mac Mail Colaim, rí Alban & Saxan, “David, son of Máel Coluim, King of
Scotland and England”, a title acknowledging the importance of the new English part of David’s realm.

7 Historiography
7.1 Medieval reputation
The earliest assessments of David I portray him as a pious king, a reformer and a civilising agent in a
barbarian nation. For William of Newburgh, David was a “King not barbarous of a barbarous nation”, who
“wisely tempered the fierceness of his barbarous nation”. William praises David for his piety, noting that,
among other saintly activities, “he was frequent in washing the feet of the poor”. Another of David’s
eulogists, his former courtier Ailred of Rievaulx, echoes Newburgh’s assertions and praises David for his
justice as well as his piety, commenting that David’s rule of the Scots meant that “the whole barbarity of
that nation was softened... as if forgetting their natural fierceness they submitted their necks to the laws
which the royal gentleness dictated”.
7.2 Modern treatment
In the modern period there has been more of an emphasis on David’s state building and on the effects of his
changes on Scottish cultural development. Lowland Scots tended to trace the origins of their culture to the
marriage of David’s father Máel Coluim III to Saint Margaret, a myth that had its origins in the medieval
period. With the development of modern historical techniques in the mid-19th century, responsibility for
these developments appeared to lie more with David than his father. David assumed a principal place in the
alleged destruction of the Celtic Kingdom of Scotland. Andrew Lang, in 1900, wrote “with Alexander I,
Celtic domination ends; with David, Norman and English dominance is established”.

8 Davidian Revolution
However, while there may be debate about the importance or extent of the historical change in David I’s
era, no historian doubts that it was taking place. The reason is what Barrow and Lynch both call the
“Davidian Revolution”. David’s “revolution” is held to underpin the development of later medieval
Scotland, whereby the changes he inaugurated grew into most of the central institutions of the later
medieval kingdom.
8.1 Government and feudalism
The widespread enfeoffment of foreign knights and the processes by which land ownership was converted
from customary tenures into feudal, or otherwise legally defined relationships, would revolutionise the way
the Kingdom of Scotland was governed, as did the dispersal and installation of royal agents in the new
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mottes that were proliferating throughout the realm to staff newly created sheriffdoms and judiciaries for
the twin purposes of law enforcement and taxation, bringing Scotland further into the “continental” model.
Scotland in this period experienced innovations in governmental practices and the importation of foreign,
mostly French, knights. It is to David’s reign that the beginnings of feudalism are generally assigned. This
is defined as “castle-building, the regular use of professional cavalry, the knight’s fee” as well as “homage
and fealty”. David established large-scale feudal lordships in the west of his Cumbrian principality for the
leading members of the French military entourage who kept him in power. Additionally, many smaller
scale feudal lordships were created.
Steps were taken during David’s reign to make the government of that part of Scotland he administered
more like the government of Anglo-Norman England. New sheriffdoms enabled the King to effectively
administer royal demesne land. During his reign, royal sheriffs were established in the king’s core personal
territories; namely, in rough chronological order, at Roxburgh, Scone, Berwick-upon-Tweed, Stirling and
♣

Perth. The Justiciarship too was created in David’s reign. Although this institution had Anglo-Norman
origins, in Scotland north of the Forth at least, it represented some form of continuity with an older office.
8.2 Economy
The revenue of his English earldom and the proceeds of the silver mines at Alston allowed David to
produce Scotland’s first coinage. These altered the nature of trade and transformed his political image.
David was a great town builder. As Prince of the Cumbrians, David founded the first two burghs of
“Scotland”, at Roxburgh and Berwick. Burghs were settlements with defined boundaries and guaranteed
trading rights, locations where the king could collect and sell the products of his cain and conveth (a
payment made in lieu of providing the king hospitality). David founded around 15 burghs.
Perhaps nothing in David’s reign compares in importance to burghs. While they could not, at first, have
amounted to much more than the nucleus of an immigrant merchant class, nothing would do more to
reshape the long-term economic and ethnic shape of Scotland than the burgh. These planned towns were or
became English in culture and language; William of Newburgh wrote in the reign of King William the
Lion, that “the towns and burghs of the Scottish realm are known to be inhabited by English"; as well as
transforming the economy, the failure of these towns to go native would in the long term undermine the
position of the native Scottish language and give birth to the idea of the Scottish Lowlands.
8.3 Monastic patronage
David was one of medieval Scotland’s greatest monastic patrons. In 1113, in perhaps David’s first act as
Prince of the Cumbrians, he founded Selkirk Abbey for the Tironensians. David founded more than a
dozen new monasteries in his reign, patronising various new monastic orders.

9 Fictional portrayals
David I has been the subject of a historical novel:
•

David the Prince (1980) by Nigel Tranter. The novel attempts the “rehabilitation” of the monarch’s
image. David had often been viewed negatively by modern eyes, “because of his Norman interests
and his neglect of the Gaelic background of his country”. Tranter sets out to contradict this

♣

According to Merriam-Webster dictionary and other sources, the justiciar was the chief political and judicial officer of the
Norman and later kings of England until the 13th century. It was roughly equivalent to the office of Prime Minister and as such
was at the head of the government bureaucracy.
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assessment. The novel covers the life of David from 1100 to 1153. The monarch takes “a
backwards looking, patriarchal, strife-ridden country” and advances it greatly.
His son Henry, Earl of Northumberland, is the Rodger ancestor.

Maud, Countess of Huntingdon20 (1074 – 1131)
[Author’s 27th Great Grandmother]
Maud or Matilda (1074—1130/31) was the queen consort of King David I of Scotland. She was the greatniece of William the Conqueror and the granddaughter of Earl Siward.

1 Biography
Maud was the daughter of the Waltheof, the Anglo-Saxon Earl of Huntingdon and Northampton, and his
Norman wife Judith of Lens. Her father was the last of the major Anglo-Saxon earls to remain powerful
after the Norman conquest of England in 1066, and the son of Siward, Earl of Northumbria. Her mother
was the niece of William the Conqueror.
She was married to Simon de Senlis (or St Liz) in about 1090. Earlier, William had tried to get Maud’s
mother, Judith, to marry Simon. He received the honour of Huntingdon (whose lands stretched across much
of eastern England) probably in right of his wife from William Rufus before the end of the year 1090. She
had three known children by him:
•
•
•

Matilda of St Liz (Maud) (d. 1140); she married Robert Fitz Richard of Tonbridge; she married
secondly Saer De Quincy.
Simon of St Liz (d. 1153)
Saint Waltheof of Melrose (c.1100 – 1159/60)

Her first husband died some time after 1111 and Maud next married David, the brother-in-law of Henry I
of England, in 1113. Through the marriage, David gained control over his wife’s vast estates in England, in
addition to his own lands in Cumbria and Strathclyde. They had four children (two sons and two
daughters):
•
•
•
•

Malcolm (born in 1113 or later, died young)
Henry (1114 – 1152) who was later Earl of Northumberland
Claricia (died unmarried)
Hodierna (died young and unmarried)

In 1124, David became King of Scots. Maud’s two sons by different fathers, Simon and Henry, would later
vie for the Earldom of Huntingdon.
She died in 1130 or 1131 and was buried at Scone Abbey in Perthshire, but she appears in a charter of
dubious origin dated 1147.

2 Depictions in fiction
Maud of Huntingdon appears as a character in Elizabeth Chadwick 's novel The Winter Mantle (2003), as
well as Alan Moore 's novel Voice of the Fire (1995) and Nigel Tranter 's novel David the Prince (1980).
Her son Henry, Earl of Northumberland, is the Rodger ancestor.
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Henry of Scotland21 (1114 – 1152)
[Author’s 26th Great Grandfather]
Henry of Scotland (1114 – 12 June 1152) was a prince of Scotland, heir to the Kingdom of Alba. He was
also the 3rd Earl of Northumberland and the 3rd Earl of the Honour of Huntingdon and Northampton.
Son of King David I of Scotland & Queen Maud, 2nd Countess
of Huntingdon, his maternal grandparents were Waltheof, Earl
of Northumbria and Huntingdon, (beheaded 1076) and his
spouse Judith of Lens.
Henry was named after his uncle, King Henry I of England, who
had married his paternal aunt Edith of Scotland (the name Edith
gallicised as Matilda after becoming Queen consort in 1100). He
had three sons, two of whom became King of Scotland, and a
third whose descendants were to prove critical in the later days
of the Scottish royal house. He also had three daughters.
Margaret was born 1145, married Humphrey III de Bo Hun in
February 1171 and died in 1201.
His eldest son became King of Scots as Malcolm IV in 1153. (Malcolm the Maiden) Henry’s second son
(William the Lion) became king in 1165 on the death of his brother, reigning as William I. Both in their
turn inherited the title of Earl of Huntingdon. His third son, David became 8th Earl of Huntingdon. It is
from David, the 8th Earl, that all Kings of Scotland after Margaret, Maid of Norway claim descent.
On Henry’s death, the Earldom passed to his half-brother Simon II de Senlis.

1 Family
Henry married Ada de Warenne, the daughter of William de Warenne, 2nd Earl of Surrey (died 1138), and
Elizabeth of Vermandois, daughter of Hugh of Vermandois.
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Ada of Huntingdon (1139–1206), married in 1161, Floris III, Count of Holland.
Margaret of Huntingdon (1145–1201)
Married in 1160 Conan IV, Duke of Brittany, (died 1171)
Married Humphrey III de Bohun, Lord of Trowbridge.
Married Sir William fitz Patrick de Hertburn
Malcolm IV of Scotland.
William I of Scotland.
David of Scotland, 8th Earl of Huntingdon.
Matilda of Huntingdon, born and died 1152.
Marjorie of Huntingdon, married Gille Críst, Earl of Angus.
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2 Ancestry

Ancestors of Henry, Earl of Northumbria include royal figures who are also our ancestors along
other lines. St. Margaret of Scotland is an ancestor in our English line. Robert I, Duke of
Normandy, was also in our English line as the father of William the Conqueror.

His son David, Earl of Huntingdon, is the Rodger ancestor.

Ada de Warenne22 (1120 – 1178)
[Author’s 26th Great Grandmother]
Ada de Warenne (or Adeline de Varenne ) (1120 – 1178) was the Anglo-Norman wife of Henry of
Scotland, Earl of Northumbria and Earl of Huntingdon. She was the daughter of William de Warenne, 2nd
Earl of Surrey by Elizabeth of Vermandois, and a great-granddaughter of Henry I of France. She became
mother to two Kings of Scots, Malcolm the Maiden and William the Lion.
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1 Marriage and motherhood
Ada and Henry were married in England in 1139. They had seven children:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Malcolm IV, King of Scots.
William the Lion, King of Scots
Margaret of Huntingdon married 1) Conan IV, Duke of Brittany and 2) Humphrey III de Bohun.
David of Scotland, Earl of Huntingdon married Mathilda (Maud) of Chester. Through their
daughter, Isobel, they were the direct ancestors of the renowned Scottish King, Robert the Bruce.
Matilda of Huntingdon, born and died 1152.
Marjorie of Huntingdon, married Gille Críst, Earl of Angus.
Ada of Huntingdon, married Count Floris III of Holland.

As part of her marriage settlement, the new Countess Ada was granted the privileges of Haddington,
amongst others in East Lothian. Previously the seat of a thanage Haddington is said to be the first Royal
burgh in Scotland, created by Countess Ada’s father-in-law, David I of Scotland, who held it along with the
church and a mill.
In close succession both her husband and King David died, in 1152 and 1153 respectively. Following the
death of Henry, who was buried at Kelso Abbey, King David arranged for his grandson to succeed him,
and at Scone on 27 May 1153, the twelve-year-old was declared Malcolm IV, King of Scots. Following his
coronation, Malcolm installed his brother William as Earl of Northumbria (although this county was
“restored” to King Henry II of England by Malcolm in 1157), and the young dowager- Countess retired to
her lands at Haddington.
On Thursday 9 December 1165 King Malcolm died at the age of 25 without issue. His mother had at that
time been attempting to arrange a marriage between him and Constance, daughter of Conan III, Duke of
Brittany, but Malcolm died before the wedding could be celebrated.
Following his brother’s death Ada’s younger son William became King of Scots at the age of twenty-two.
William the Lion was to become the longest serving King of Scots until the Union of the Crowns in 1603.

2 Church patroness
Religious houses were established in Haddington at an early date. They came to include the Blackfriars
(who came into Scotland in 1219) and most notably the Church of the Greyfriars, or Minorites (came into
Scotland in the reign of Alexander II), which would become famous as “Lucerna Laudoniae” - The Lamp
of Lothian, the toft of land upon which it stands being granted by King David I of Scotland to the Prior of
St. Andrews (to whom the patronage of the church of Haddington belonged).
Ada devoted her time to good works, improving the lot of the Church at Haddington, where she resided.
Countess Ada gave lands to the south and west of the River Tyne near to the only crossing of the river for
miles, to found a Convent of Cistercian Nuns (“white nuns”) dedicated to St. Mary, in what was to become
the separate Burgh of Nungate, the extant remains are still to be seen in the ruined parish church of St.
Martin. The nunnery she endowed with the lands of Begbie, at Garvald and Keith Marischal amongst other
temporal lands. Miller, however, states that she only “founded and richly endowed a nunnery at the Abbey
of Haddington” and that “Haddington, as demesne of the Crown, reverted to her son William the Lion upon
her death”.
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3 Haddington seat
According to inscriptions within the town of Haddington, Countess Ada’s residence was located near the
present day County buildings and Sheriff Court. Countess Ada died in 1178 and is thought to be buried
locally. Her remaining dower-lands were brought back into the Royal desmesne and William the Lion’s
wife, Ermengarde de Beaumont, is said to have taken to her bed in Countess Ada’s house to bear the future
Alexander II. Miller states that when the future King was born in Haddington in 1198 it took place “in the
palace of Haddington”.

4 Ancestry

Ancestors of Ada de Warenne on her mother’s side. They include two kings of France as well as
Slavic and Swedish notables.

5 Russian, Ukranian and Swedish Ancestors
Yaroslav the Wise (978 – 1054), shown in the ancestry chart above was a Grand Prince in both Russia and
the Ukraine. He was the ruling prince in the Russian principalities of Novgorod and Rostov and the
Ukranian principality of Kiev.
He married Ingegerd Olofsdotter (1001 – 1050) who was the daughter of Swedish King Olof Skotkonung
(980 – 1022). Their daughter, Anne of Kiev (1024 – 1060) went on to marry King Henry I of France as
indicated in the chart above.
Based on that information, here we list these ancestors together with their degree of grandparenthood from
this author:
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Elizabeth of Vermandois (1085 – 1147)
William de Warenne (1082 – 1138)
Hugh I, Count of Vermandois (1057 – 1101)
Adelaide, Countess of Vermandois (1062 – 1120)
Anne of Kiev (1024 – 1060)
Henry I, King of France (1008 – 1060)
Ingegerd Olofsdotter, Princess of Sweden (1001 – 1050)
Yaroslav the Wise, Prince of Kiev etc. (978 – 1054)
Olof Skotkonung, King of Sweden (980 – 1022)

27th Great Grandmother
27th Great Grandfather
28th Great Grandfather
28th Great Grandmother
29th Great Grandmother
29th Great Grandfather
30th Great Grandmother
30th Great Grandfather
31st Great Grandfather

Her son David, Earl of Huntingdon, is the Rodger ancestor.

____________________________________________________________
____________________

David, Earl of Huntingdon 23 (1144 – 1219)
[Author’s 25th Great Grandfather]
David of Scotland (1144 – 17 June 1219) was a Scottish prince and 8th Earl of Huntingdon. He was, until
1198, heir to the Scottish throne.

1 Life
He was the youngest surviving son of Henry of Scotland, 3rd Earl of Huntingdon and Ada de Warenne, a
daughter of William de Warenne, 2nd Earl of Surrey, and Elizabeth of
Vermandois. His paternal grandfather was David I of Scotland.
Huntingdon was granted to him after his elder brother William I of
Scotland ascended the throne. David’s son John succeeded him to the
earldom. In the litigation for succession to the crown of Scotland in
1290–1292, the great-great-grandson Floris V, Count of Holland of
David’s sister, Ada, claimed that David had renounced his hereditary
rights to the throne of Scotland. He therefore declared that his claim to
the throne had priority over David’s descendants. However, no
explanation or firm evidence for the supposed renunciation could be
provided.

2 Marriage and issue
On 26 August 1190 David married Matilda of Chester (1171 – 6 January
1233), daughter of Hugh de Kevelioc, 3rd Earl of Chester. He was almost
thirty years Matilda’s senior. The marriage was recorded by Benedict of
Peterborough.
David and Matilda had seven children:
•

Margaret of Huntingdon (1194 – 1228), married Alan, Lord of Galloway, by whom she had two
daughters, including Dervorguilla of Galloway.
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•
•
•
•

•
•

Robert of Huntingdon (died young or more likely changed his identity to become Robin Hood?)
Ada of Huntingdon, married Sir Henry de Hastings, by whom she had one son, Henry de Hastings,
1st Baron Hastings.
Matilda (Maud) of Huntingdon (-aft.1219, unmarried)
Isobel of Huntingdon (1199–1251), married firstly, Henry De Percy and had issue and
secondly, Robert Bruce, 5th Lord of Annandale, by whom she had two sons, including Robert
de Bruce, 6th Lord of Annandale.
John of Scotland, Earl of Huntingdon (1207 – 6 June 1237), married Elen ferch Llywelyn. He
succeeded his uncle Ranulf as Earl of Chester in 1232, but died childless.
Henry of Huntingdon (died young)

Earl David also had three illegitimate children:
•
•
•

Henry of Stirling
Henry of Brechin
Ada, married Malise, son of Ferchar, Earl of Strathearn

After the extinction of the senior line of the Scottish royal house in 1290, when the legitimate line of
William the Lion of Scotland ended, David’s descendants were the prime candidates for the throne. The
two most notable claimants to the throne, Robert Bruce, 5th Lord of Annandale (grandfather of King
Robert I of Scotland) and John of Scotland were his descendants through David’s daughters Isobel and
Margaret, respectively.

3 Likely Robin Hood “alias” Connection
David is a possible inspirational figure for the Robin Hood legend because the legend plays near the same
time as David lived in the 1190s. Another similarity regards the Earl of Huntingdon, because one historian
names Robin Hood as a possible Earl of that area. Also both were in the Third Crusade and by 1194 David
had taken part at the siege of Nottingham Castle where the High Sheriff of Nottinghamshire and Derby
County was taken captive. His son Robert, who some say died young, could have inspired the character or
was the actual Robin Hood.
The television series Robin of Sherwood features Earl David of Huntingdon. The first reference to Earl
David (by name only) is in the episode “The Prisoner”, in which Prince John states that Earl David is a
“dissident” who opposes Prince John’s possible succession, as King Richard’s heir should Richard die
without a legitimate heir of his body. The earl himself appears in the first part of “Herne’s Son” in which
he is not referred to directly as David; his character is the father of Robert of Huntingdon, the second son
of Herne to feature in the series adopting the alias of Robin Hood. In the episode “Rutterkin”, the earl
appears again with a fictitious brother named Edgar, and though he is again not referred to directly as
David, it is definitively stated that the earl is the brother of the king of Scotland (as Earl David was the
brother of King William The Lion of Scotland). (These episodes were all written by Richard Carpenter.)
Robert of Huntingdon would be a strong candidate to have been the legendary character Robin Hood
except it appears that Robert died young and no brother was a King of Scotland. David of Huntington was
the brother of King William. Thus as the foregoing suggests David is a strong candidate to have been the
historical character inspiring the fictional Robin Hood. But as the French would say, Robin may have been
his “nom de guerre.” That’s roughly translated as his warrior name or literally “name for war.”
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Quite by accident, my wife Sue and I were watching the Travel Channel series Expedition Unknown and
saw their presentation about the origins of Robin Hood. According to legend, Robin Hood was dying under
the care of nuns at the Priory of Kirklees, which is
located in present day West Yorkshire, England.
Historians estimate various dates for his death, but near
the end of 1247 is a common contention. The
gravestone at the Priory clearly indicates that Robert,
Earl of Huntingdon, was buried there and it also says he
was Robin Hood. Here nearby is a photo of the grave
stone and its epitaph which is written as a poem.
Hear underneath dis laitl stean
Laz robert earl of Huntingtun
Ne’er arcir ver as hie sa geud
An pipl kauld im robin heud
Such utlawz as he an iz men
Vil england nivr si agen
Obiit 24 kal: Dekembris, 1247.
Here underneath this little stone
Lays Robert Earl of Huntington
No archer was like him or so good
And people called him Robin Hood
Such outlaws as he and his men
Will England never see again.
♦

Died on the 24th of December, 1247.

In the Wikipedia article from which much of this description is taken several historians argue that the real
Robin Hood “role model” was David, Earl of Huntington as we said above. Some have discounted his son
Robert as the “real” Robin because it was believed that Robert died young and didn’t live long enough to
become a rogue figure living in the forests of England. I think the Robert actually did go “rogue” perhaps
as a teenage boy and used his nickname Robin as his “business” name. The claims that the real Robin Hood
was a brother of Scottish King William could be an error in retelling/translation in which an uncle is
confused with a brother.

4 In popular culture
Sir Walter Scott’s 1825 novel The Talisman features Earl David in his capacity as a prince of Scotland as a
crusader on the Third Crusade. For the majority of the novel, Earl David operates under an alias: Sir
Kenneth of the Couchant Leopard. Earl David’s adventures are highly fictionalized for this novel.
Earl David features briefly in the 2013 Robin Hood novel The Arrow of Sherwood by Lauren Johnson. He
is depicted at the siege of Nottingham Castle in support of King Richard in 1194.

♦

In medieval England a different calendar was used so this was not Christmas eve. Possibly in November.
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5 Ancestry
More information on David’s ancestry can be found in the previous sections on his mother, Ada de
Warenne and on his father Henry, Earl of Northumberland.
His daughter Isobel of Huntingdon is the Rodger ancestor.

Matilda of Chester 24 (1171 – 1233)
[Author’s 25th Great Grandmother]
Matilda of Chester, Countess of Huntingdon (1171 – 6 January 1233) was an Anglo-Norman noblewoman,
sometimes known as Maud and sometimes known with the surname de Kevelioc. She was a daughter of
Hugh de Kevelioc, 5th Earl of Chester, and the wife of David of Scotland, Earl of Huntingdon. Through
her daughter, Isobel, she was an ancestress of Robert the Bruce.

1 Family
Lady Maude was born in 1171, the eldest child of Hugh de Kevelioc (aka Hugh de Meschines), 5th Earl of
Chester and Bertrade de Montfort, a cousin of King Henry II of England. Her paternal grandparents were
Ranulf de Gernon and Maud (Matilda) of Gloucester, the granddaughter of King Henry I of England, and
her maternal grandparents were Simon III de Montfort, Count of Évreux and Mahaut.
Lady Matilda’s five siblings were:
•
•
•
•
•

Ranulf de Blondeville, 6th Earl of Chester
Richard (died young)
Mabel of Chester, Countess of Arundel
Agnes (Alice) of Chester, Countess of Derby
Hawise of Chester, Countess of Lincoln.

She also had a sister, Amice (or Amicia) of Chester, who may have been illegitimate.
Matilda’s father died in 1181 when she was ten years of age. He had served in King Henry’s Irish
campaigns after his estates had been restored to him in 1177. They had been confiscated by the King as a
result of his taking part in the baronial Revolt of 1173–1174. His son Ranulf succeeded him as Earl of
Chester, and Matilda became a co-heiress of her brother.

2 Marriage and issue
On 26 August 1190, she married David of Scotland, 8th Earl of Huntingdon, a Scottish prince, son of
Henry of Scotland, 3rd Earl of Huntingdon, and a younger brother of Malcolm IV of Scotland and William
I of Scotland. He Dervorguilla of Galloway, a granddaughter of Matilda of Chester was almost thirty years
Matilda’s senior. The marriage was recorded by Benedict of Peterborough.
David and Matilda had seven children:
•
•

Margaret of Huntingdon (1194 – after 1 June 1233), married Alan, Lord of Galloway, by whom she
had two daughters, including Dervorguilla of Galloway.
Robert of Huntingdon
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•
•
•
•
•

Ada of Huntingdon, married Sir Henry de Hastings, by whom she had one son, Henry de Hastings,
1st Baron Hastings.
Matilda (Maud) of Huntingdon (-aft.1219, unmarried)
Isobel of Huntingdon (1199–1251), married Robert Bruce, 4th Lord of Annandale, by whom
she had two sons, including Robert de Bruce, 5th Lord of Annandale.
John of Scotland, Earl of Huntingdon (1207 – 6 June 1237), married Elen ferch Llywelyn. He
succeeded his uncle Ranulf as Earl of Chester in 1232, but died childless.
Henry of Huntingdon (died young)

Her husband David had four illegitimate children by various mistresses.
On her brother Ranulf’s death in October 1232 Matilda inherited a share in his estates with her other 3
sisters, and his Earldom of Chester suo jure. Less than a month later with the consent of the King, Matilda
gave an inter vivos gift of the Earldom to her son John the Scot who became Earl of Chester by right of his
mother. He was formally invested by King Henry III as Earl of Chester on 21 November 1232. He became
Earl of Chester in his own right on the death of his mother six weeks later.
Matilda died on 6 January 1233 at the age of about sixty-two. Her husband had died in 1219. In 1290, upon
the death of seven-year old Margaret, Maid of Norway, which caused the extinction of the legitimate line
of William I, the descendants of David and Matilda became the prime competitors for the crown of
Scotland. Through their daughter, Isobel, they were the direct ancestors of the renowned Scottish King,
Robert the Bruce.
Her daughter Isobel of Huntingdon is the Rodger ancestor.

____________________________________________________________
____________________

Isobel of Huntingdon25 (1199 – 1251)
[Author’s 24th Great Grandmother]
Isobel of Huntingdon (1199–1251), also known as Isobel the Scot, was the daughter of David of Scotland,
8th Earl of Huntingdon, grandson of David I of Scotland, and Matilda of Chester.
She married Robert Bruce, 4th Lord of Annandale and through her came the claims firstly of her son in
1290 and later in the beginning of 14th century of her great-grandson Robert Bruce, 7th Lord of
Annandale, to the Scottish throne. Her above-mentioned son Robert Bruce, 5th Lord of Annandale was
regent and recognized heir presumptive of Scotland in the years just before her death.
Little more is known of her.
Her son Robert Bruce, 5th Lord of Annandale, is the Rodger ancestor.
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Robert de Bruce, 4th Lord26 (1195 – 1226)
[Author’s 24th Great Grandfather]
Robert IV de Bruce, the Noble (1195–1226) was a 13th-century 4th Lord of Annandale. He was the son of
William de Bruce, 3rd Lord of Annandale and Christina or Beatrice de Teyden. Robert IV married 1219
Isabella , the second daughteof David of Scotland, 8th Earl of Huntingdon , by which marriage he acquired
the manors of Writtle and Hatfield Broadoak, Essex in England . They had his heir and successor, and a
daughter:
•
•

Robert V de Bruce
Bernard de Bruce

He died sometime between 1226 and 1233, and was buried in Gisborough Priory or in Sawtry Abbey.
His son Robert Bruce, 5th Lord of Annandale, is the Rodger ancestor.

____________________________________________________________
____________________

Robert de Bruce, 5th Lord27 (1210 – 1295)
[Author’s 23rd Great Grandfather]
Robert V de Bruce (Bruce), 5th Lord of Annandale (1210 – 31 March or 3 May 1295), was a feudal lord,
Justice and Constable of Scotland and England, a Regent of Scotland, and a competitor for the Scottish
throne in 1290/92 in the Great Cause. His grandson Robert the Bruce eventually became King of Scots.

1 Life
1.1 Early life
Robert was son of Robert Bruce, 4th Lord of Annandale and Isobel of Huntingdon. Widely known as
Robert the Noble, he was also grandson of David of Scotland, 8th Earl of Huntingdon and Matilda de
Kevilloc of Chester, Great-grandson of Henry of Scotland, Earl of Huntingdon and Northumberland and
Ada de Warenne and Great-great grandson of King David I of Scotland & Maud, Countess of Huntingdon.
In addition to Annandale, Robert was Lord of Hartlepool (otherwise known as Hartness) in county Durham
and Writtle and Hatfield Broadoak in Essex, England. His first wife brought to him the village of Ripe, in
Sussex, and his second wife the Lordship of Ireby in Cumberland.
His possessions were increased following the defeat of Simon de Montfort at the Battle of Evesham (1265),
via a series of grants that included the estates of the former rebel barons Walter de Fauconberg, John de
Melsa and his brother Bernard. These grants were possibly compensation for the ransom his son Robert,
negotiated and paid to his brother Bernard, and nephew Gilbert de Clare, 7th Earl of Gloucester, for his
release following his capture, at the Battle of Lewes (1264). Henry III also re-appointed Robert a Justice,
and Constable of Carlisle Castle and keeper of the Castle there in 1267, a position he had been dismissed
from in 1255. Robert sought pardon from Alexander and probably joined the princes Edward and Edmund
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on their August 1270-74 crusade, as Robert if not Richard possibly failed to attend, or returned early, as the
younger Robert is recorded as receiving a quitclaim in Writtle, Essex in October 1271.
In 1271-2, Robert obtained the hand of Marjorie of Carrick, the young widowed heiress of Niall of Carrick,
2nd Earl of Carrick for his son, also called Robert de Brus. Around this time his first wife Isabella de Clare
of Gloucester and Hertford dies, the date is unknown as she’s last recorded receiving a gift of deer from
King Henry in Essex, in 1271, but on the 3 May 1273 Robert married Christina de Ireby, the Widow of
Adam Jesmond, the Sheriff of Northumberland. The marriage added estates in Cumberland and dower land
from her previous husband, to the Bruce holdings. Following the marriage Robert appears to have
restricted himself to the management of the family’s northern possessions, leaving the southern to his
sons’.
Robert Bruce was Regent of Scotland some time during minority of his second cousin King Alexander III
of Scotland (1241–1286) and was occasionally recognised as a Tanist of the Scottish throne. He was the
closest surviving male relative to the king: Margaret of Huntingdon’s issue were all females up until birth
of Hugh Balliol sometime in the 1260s. When Alexander yet was childless, he was officially named as heir
presumptive, but never gained the throne as Alexander managed to beget three children. The succession in
the main line of the House of Dunkeld became highly precarious when towards the end of Alexander’s
reign, all three of his children died within a few years. The middle-aged Alexander III induced in 1284 the
Estates to recognise as his heir-presumptive his granddaughter Margaret, called the “Maid of Norway”, his
only surviving descendant. The need for a male heir led Alexander to contract a second marriage to
Yolande de Dreux on 1 November 1285. All this was eventually in vain. Alexander died suddenly, in a fall
from his horse, when only 45 years old, in 1286. His death ushered in a time of political upheaval for
Scotland. His three-year old granddaughter Margaret, who lived in Norway, was recognised as his
successor. Four years later, the then 7-year old Queen Margaret died, travelling towards her throne, on the
Orkney Islands, part of Scotland, around 26 September 1290. With her death, the main royal line came to
an end and thirteen claimants asserted their rights to the Scottish Throne.
1.2 The Great Cause
After this extinction of the senior line of the Scottish royal house (the line of William I of Scotland) David
of Huntingdon 's descendants were the primary candidates for the throne. The two most notable claimants
to the throne, John Balliol and Robert himself represented descent through David’s daughters Margaret and
Isobel respectively.
♠

Robert Bruce pleaded tanistry and proximity of blood in the succession dispute. He descended from the
second daughter of David of Huntingdon, whereas John Balliol descended from the eldest, and thus had the
lineal right. However, Robert was a second cousin of kings of Scotland and descended in 4th generation
from King David I of Scotland, whereas John Balliol was a third cousin of kings and descended in 5th
generation from King David I, the most recent common ancestor who had been Scottish king. The ensuing
'Great Cause' was concluded in 1292. It gave the Crown of Scotland to his family’s great rival, John
Balliol.
The decision was reached as follows: On 3 August 1291 Edward asked both Balliol and Bruce to choose
forty auditors while he himself chose twenty-four, to decide the case. After considering all of the
♠

Tanistry refers to an early law of succession by which the heir or successor of a chief or king is appointed during
the lifetime of the reigning chief. It was not necessarily his oldest son, but generally the worthiest and wisest of the
male relatives of the chief, and is elected by the people from among the eligible candidates.
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arguments, in early November the court decided in favour of John Balliol, having the superior claim in
feudal law, not to mention greater support from the kingdom of Scotland. In accordance with this, final
judgement was given by Edward on 17 November. On 30 November, John Balliol was crowned as King of
Scots at Scone Abbey. On 26 December, at Newcastle upon Tyne, King John swore homage to Edward I
for the kingdom of Scotland. Edward soon made it clear that he regarded the country as his vassal state.
The Bruce family thus lost what they regarded as their rightful place on the Scottish throne.
1.3 Later years
Robert, 5th Lord of Annandale resigned the lordship of Annandale and his claim to the throne to his eldest
son Robert de Bruce, who then became the 6th Lord of Annandale. Shortly afterwards, in 1292, the younger
Robert’s wife Marjorie of Carrick died and the earldom of Carrick, which Robert had ruled jure uxoris,
devolved upon their eldest son, also called Robert, the future King.
In 1292, Robert V de Bruce held a market at Ireby, Cumberland, in right of his wife. The following year he
had a market at Hartlepool, county Durham within the liberties of the Bishop of Durham.
Sir Robert de Bruce, 5th Lord of Annandale, died at Lochmaben Castle and was buried at Gisborough
Priory in Cleveland.

2 Family and children
He married firstly on 12 May 1240 Lady Isabella de Clare (2 Nov 1226 – after 10 July 1264), daughter of
Gilbert de Clare, 4th Earl of Hertford and 5th Earl of Gloucester and Lady Isabel Marshal, with issue:
•

•
•
•

Isabel de Bruce (1249 – c. 1284), married (as his first wife) Sir John FitzMarmaduke, Knt., of
Horden, Eighton, Lamesley, Ravensholm, and Silksworth, County Durham, Sheriff of North
Durham, and Joint Warden beyond the Scottish Sea between the Firth of Forth and Orkney. He
fought on the English side at the Battle of Falkirk, 22 July 1298, and was present at the Siege of
Caerlaverock Castle in 1300. In 1307 he was commanded to assist the Earl of Richmond in
expelling Robert de Bruce and the Scottish rebels from Galloway. In 1309 his armour and
provisions in a vessel bound for Perth were arrested off Great Yarmouth. He was governor of St.
John’s Town (Perth) in 1310 until his death. Isabel was buried at Easington, County Durham.
Robert VI the Bruce, 6th Lord of Annandale, Earl of Carrick (1253–1304)
William de Bruce, married Elizabeth de Sully, without issue
Sir Bernard de Bruce, of Connington, married firstly Alicia de Clare and married secondly
Constance de Morleyn, and had:
•

Sir John Bruce, of Exton, married and had:
§

•

Jane Bruce, married Sir Nicholas Green

Richard de Bruce (died 26 January 1287), unmarried and without issue

He married, secondly on 3 May 1275 at Hoddam, in the Diocese of Glasgow, Christina (died in 1305),
daughter and heiress of Sir William de Ireby, of Ireby, Cumbria. They had no issue.
Despite claims by amateur genealogists, there is no evidence that Robert fathered other children.
His son Robert VI the Bruce is the Rodger ancestor.
52

Isabella de Clare28 (1226 – 1264)
[Author’s 23rd Great Grandmother]
Isabella of Gloucester and Hertford Isabella de Clare (2 November 1226 – 10 July 1264) was the daughter
of Gilbert de Clare, 4th Earl of Hertford and 5th Earl of Gloucester and Isabel Marshal. She is also known
as Isabel de Clare, but this is however, the name of many women in her family.

1 Family
Isabella’s maternal grandparents were William Marshal, 1st Earl of Pembroke and his wife Isabel de Clare,
4th Countess of Pembroke. Isabella’s paternal grandparents were Richard de Clare, 3rd Earl of Hertford
and Amice FitzRobert.
Isabella was the fourth of six children, her brother was Richard de Clare, 6th Earl of Hertford. Her sister,
Amice de Clare married Baldwin de Redvers, 6th Earl of Devon and was mother of Baldwin de Redvers,
7th Earl of Devon and Isabella de Fortibus, Countess of Devon.

2 Marriage
Isabella was married on 12 May 1240 (at age thirteen and a half) to Robert de Bruce, 5th Lord of
Annandale. Isabella brought to him the village of Ripe, in Sussex. Her husband was a candidate to become
King of Scotland, after the death of the young Margaret, Maid of Norway. Her husband did not however
succeed; Robert’s rival, John Balliol was elected King of Scotland in 1292.
Robert, 5th Lord of Annandale, and Isabella had up to six children:
•
•
•
•
•

Robert, 6th Lord of Annandale (1243–1304)
William, married Elizabeth de Sully, without issue
Bernard, married firstly Alicia de Clare and married secondly Constance de Morleyn
Richard (died before 26 January 1287)
Isabella (1249 – 1284) married (as his first wife) Sir John FitzMarmaduke, Isabel was buried at
Easington, county Durham.

John Balliol’s time as King of Scotland did not last long, he died in 1314. Isabella’s grandson, Robert the
Bruce became King of Scotland. Isabella did not however get to see this day, she died in 1264, aged thirty
seven. Her husband married a second time, to Christina de Ireby, this marriage produced no children.
Despite contrary claims by amateur genealogists, there is no evidence that Isabella had other children.

3 Ancestors
The ancestral chart shown in her Wikipedia article shows her ancestors for the previous four generations.
Of them there are Earls and a Countess but no Kings or Queens.
Her son Robert VI the Bruce is the Rodger ancestor.

____________________________________________________________
____________________
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Robert de Bruce, 6th Lord 29 (1243 – 1304)
[Author’s 22nd Great Grandfather]
Sir Robert VI de Bruce (July 1243 – before March 1304), 6th Lord of Annandale, Earl of Carrick (1271–
1292), Lord of Hartness, Writtle and Hatfield Broad Oak, was a cross-border lord, and participant of the
Second Barons’ War, Ninth Crusade, Welsh Wars, and First War of Scottish Independence.
Of Scoto-Norman heritage, by his father he was a third-great grandson of David I, as well as claiming
Richard (Strongbow) de Clare, 2nd Earl of Pembroke, King of Leinster & Governor of Ireland, & William
Marshal, 1st Earl of Pembroke, regent of England, in addition to Henry I of England amongst his ancestors.

1 Life
He was the son and heir of Robert de Bruce, 5th Lord of Annandale and Lady Isabella de Clare, daughter
of the Earl of Gloucester and Hertford, his birth date is generally accepted, but his place of birth is less
certain. It has been speculated that he, rather than his first son, was born on the family estate at Writtle,
Essex.
Legend tells that the 27-year-old Robert de Bruce, 6th Lord of Annandale was a handsome young man
participating in the Ninth Crusade. When Adam de Kilconquhar, one of his companions-in-arms, fell in
1270, at Acre, Robert was obliged to travel to tell the sad news to Adam’s widow Marjorie of Carrick. The
story continues that Marjorie was so taken with the messenger that she had him held captive until he agreed
to marry her, which he did in 1271. However, since the crusade landed in Acre on 9 May 1271, and only
started to engage the Muslims in late June, the story and / or his participation in the Ninth Crusade are
generally discounted
What is recorded, is that:
In 1264 his father, the 5th Lord of Annandale, was captured, along with Henry III, Richard of Cornwall,
and Edward I at the Battle of Lewes, Sussex. Bruce negotiated with his uncle Bernard Bruce, and cousin
Gilbert de Clare, Earl of Gloucester, both supporters of Simon de Montfort, over the terms of the ransom.
Following the Battle of Evesham, in August 1265, both Bruce and his father profited from the seizure of
the rebellious Barons’ possessions, including those of Bernard. The younger Robert (6th) acquired lands in
Yorkshire, Northumberland, and Bedfordshire.
Robert (6th) and his younger brother Richard are known to have received letters of protection, in July
1270, to sail with Edward for crusade that August, and are presumed to have taken the cross, with Edward,
at Northampton in 1268. They were joined by their Father, who'd sought pardon from Alexander III, but
their date of return from Acre is less certain, it may have been as early as October 1271, when the younger
Robert (6th) is recorded as receiving a quitclaim in Writtle, Essex, and his mother a gift of deer, from the
King, also in Essex.
In 1272 he married, without Scottish Royal consent, Marjory, countess of Carrick. As a result, she
temporarily lost her castle and estates that Oram described as poor, but regained them after paying a fine.
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Around this time his mother died, the date is unknown but on the 3 May 1273 his father married Christina
de Ireby, the Widow of Adam Jesmond, the Sheriff of Northumberland, at Hoddam. The marriage added
estates in Cumberland and dower land from her previous husband, to the Bruce holdings. The younger
Robert (6th) and his stepmother do not appear to have got on, with Robert (6th) recorded as trying to
withhold dower lands, after his father’s death in 1295. This may be one of the reasons why the Father
appears to have independently managed the possessions in the North, as well as intermittently holding the
position of Constable of Carlisle, while Robert (6th) appears to have confined himself largely to the
management of the southern and midland possessions, with his brother Richard who independently held
Tottenham and Kempston, as well as commanding a Knight banneret for Edward. Richard is recorded as
receiving a number of wards and gifts of deer and to have sought permission to empark the forest at Writtle
at this time. Robert (6th), while not part of Edward’s household, became an envoy and mouthpiece for
Alexander III at court, swearing fealty on Alexander’s behalf, to Edward at Westminster, in 1277, as well
as following Edward to Gascony Robert (6th) is also recorded as following Alexander to Tewkesbury, in
the autumn of 1278.
In February 1284, Robert Bruce, 6th Lord of Annandale, attended the convention at Scone, where the right
of succession of Alexander III’s granddaughter, Margaret, Maid of Norway was recognized. On 1 June
1285 the Earl & Countess, at Turnberry, granted the men of Melrose abbey certain freedoms, according to
English law.
•

1286 He is witness, along with his son Robert the Bruce, to the grant of the church of Campbeltown
to Paisley Abbey.

•

1290 He is party to the Treaty of Birgham.
o He supports his father’s claim to the vacant throne of Scotland, left so on the death of
Margaret I of Scotland in 1290. The initial civil proceedings, known as The Great Cause,
awarded the Crown to his father’s 1st cousin once removed, and rival, John Balliol.

•

1291 He swears fealty to Edward I as overlord of Scotland.

•

1292 His wife Marjorie dies.

•

1293 January 1 – His warrener at Gt. Baddow, a Richard, is caught poaching venison at Northle.

•

1293 He sets sail for Bergen, Norway, for the marriage of his daughter Isabel to King Eric II of
Norway, the father of the late Queen Margaret I of Scotland, son-in-law of King Alexander III, and
a candidate of the Great Cause. Her dowry for the marriage was recorded by Audun Hugleiksson
who noted she brought: precious clothes, 2 golden boiler, 24 silver plate, 4 silver salt cellars, 12
two-handled soup bowls (scyphus) to the Eric’s second marriage.

•

1294/5 He returns to England.

In May 1295 his father Robert, the 5th Lord of Annandale, died, and on 6 October, Robert Bruce 6th then
swore fealty to Edward and was made Constable and Keeper of Carlisle Castle, a position his father
previously held.
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•

•

1296 Jan, He is summoned to attend to the King Edward at Salisbury
•

28 April, he again swears fealty to Edward I and fights for Edward, at the Battle of Dunbar
Castle.

•

August, with his son Robert the Bruce he renews the pledge of homage and fealty to Edward, at
the “victory parliament” in Berwick.

•

Edward I denies his claim to the throne and he retires to his estates in Essex.

•

Annandale is re-gained.

•

Marries an Eleanor.

1304 Easter, dies en route to Annandale and is buried at Holm Cultram Abbey, Cumberland.

Shortly after the Battle of Stirling Bridge (1297), Annandale was laid waste as retaliation to younger
Bruce’s actions. Yet, when Edward returned to England after his victory at the Battle of Falkirk, which one
source accords to Robert having turned the Scottish flank.
Robert at that time was old and ill, and there are reports that he wished his son to seek peace with Edward.
If not his son’s actions could jeopardise his own income, which was primarily derived from his holdings
south of the border (est. £340 vs £150). The elder Bruce would have seen that, if the rebellion failed and
his son was against Edward, the son would lose everything, titles, lands, and probably his life.
It was not until 1302 that Robert the 5th’s son Robert, 6th Lord of Annandale, submitted to Edward I. The
younger Robert had sided with the Scots since the capture and exile of Balliol. There are many reasons that
may have prompted his return to Edward, not the least of which was that the Bruce family might have
found it loathsome to continue sacrificing his followers, family and inheritance for King John. There were
rumours that John would return with a French army and regain the Scottish throne. Soulis supported his
return as did many other nobles, but this would lead to the Bruces losing any chance of gaining the throne
themselves. He died in Palestine and was buried at Holm Cultram Abbey.

2 Family
His first wife was Margery of Carrick, 3rd Countess of Carrick (11 Apr 1254 – November 1292), the
daughter and heiress of Niall, 2nd Earl of Carrick. Carrick was a Gaelic Earldom in Southern Scotland. Its
territories contained much of today’s Ayrshire and Dumfriesshire. The couple married at Turnberry Castle
in 1271 and held the principal seats of Turnberry Castle and Lochmaben.
Their children were:
•
•

Isabel Bruce (born 1272); married King Eric II of Norway in 1293; d. 1358 in Bergen, Norway.
Christina Bruce (born 1273, Seton, East Lothian); married, firstly, Sir Christopher Seton. Married,
secondly, Gartnait, Earl of Mar, in 1292 in Kildrummy, Aberdeenshire. Married, thirdly, Sir
Andrew Murray, 20 September 1305, d. 1356/7, in Scotland. By her second marriage, she was the
mother of Domhnall II, Earl of Mar.
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•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Robert the Bruce I, later King of Scotland, (11 July 1274 – 7 June 1329); married, firstly,
Isabella of Mar; married, secondly, Elizabeth de Burgh.
Neil de Bruce (Niall or Nigel; born 1276); taken prisoner at Kildrummie, hanged, drawn and
quartered at Berwick-upon-Tweed in September 1306.
Edward Bruce (born 1279); crowned 2 May 1316, “King of Ireland”. Killed in battle, 5 October
1318. Possible marriage to Isabel, daughter of John de Strathbogie, 9th Earl of Atholl – parents of
Alexander Bruce, Earl of Carrick; Edward obtained a dispensation for a marriage to Isabella of
Ross, daughter of Uilleam II, Earl of Ross, on 1 June 1317.
Mary Bruce (born 1282); married, firstly, Sir Neil Campbell; married, secondly, Sir Alexander
Fraser of Touchfraser and Cowie.
Margaret Bruce (born 1283); married Sir William Carlyle.
Sir Thomas de Bruce (born 1284); taken prisoner in Galloway, hanged, drawn and quartered 9
February 1307, Carlisle, Cumberland.
Alexander de Bruce (b. 1285); hanged, drawn & quartered 9 February 1307, Carlisle, Cumberland.
Elizabeth Bruce (born 1286); married Sir William Dishington of Ardross, Fife.
Matilda/Margery Bruce (born 1287); married Hugh / Aodh, Earl of Ross, in 1308 Orkney Isles, died
after September 1323.

He had no children from his second wife, Eleanor N (died between 13 April and 8 September 1331).

3 Robert Bruce in fiction
He was portrayed (as a leper) by Ian Bannen in the 1995 film Braveheart. Braveheart inaccurately portrays
Robert de Bruce, 6th Lord of Annandale, as being involved in the capture of William Wallace in
Edinburgh; as noted above Robert de Bruce, 6th Lord of Annandale, died in 1304 and William Wallace was
captured on 3 August 1305 by Sir John de Menteith in Glasgow. Menteith was a son-in-law to Gartnait,
Earl of Mar and Christina Bruce.

4 Ancestry
Four previous generations are shown in the related Wikipedia article.
His son Robert the Bruce, King of Scotland is the Rodger ancestor.

Marjorie, Countess of Carrick 30 (1253 – 1292)
[Author’s 22nd Great Grandmother]
Marjorie of Carrick (1253 –1292) was Countess of Carrick, Scotland, from 1256 to 1292, and is notable as
the mother of Robert the Bruce, King of Scotland.

1 Marriages
She was the daughter and heiress of Niall, Earl of Carrick and Margaret Stewart, and Countess of Carrick
in her own right. Her first husband was Adam of Kilconquhar, who died during the Eighth Crusade in
1271. Then, as the story goes, a handsome young man arrived one day to tell her of her husband’s death in
the Holy Land. He was Robert de Bruce, 6th Lord of Annandale, and he had been a companion-in-arms of
Adam of Kilconquhar. Marjorie was so taken with him that she had him held captive until he agreed to
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marry her at Turnberry Castle in 1271. He became Earl of Carrick jure uxoris (in right of his wife). Their
children were:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Christina Bruce
Robert the Bruce, later King of Scotland.
Isabel Bruce (1275–1358) married King Eric II of Norway.
Niall or Nigel Bruce, executed 1306 in Berwick upon- Tweed, Northumberland, England.
Edward Bruce.
Sir Thomas Bruce, executed 1307.
Alexander Bruce, executed 1307.
Mary Bruce, married
o Sir Niall Campbell
o Sir Alexander Fraser of Touchfraser and Cowie.
Matilda Bruce, married Aodh, Earl of Ross

Marjorie died in/before November 1292. At that time her husband gave Carrick to their eldest son, Robertlater King Robert the Bruce.

2 Ancestry

Ancestors of Marjorie of Carrick are shown as is her famous son Robert the Bruce, King of
Scotland. Of interest here is the evolution of the “position label” Steward to the surname Stewart.
These are forerunners and ancestors of the Stewart line, which we pick up farther along.

Her son Robert the Bruce, King of Scotland is the Rodger ancestor.

____________________________________________________________
____________________
Robert
the Bruce 31 (1274 – 1329)
[Author’s 21st Great Grandfather]
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Robert I (11 July 1274 – 7 June 1329), popularly known as Robert the Bruce, was King of Scots from 1306
until his death in 1329. Robert was one of the most famous warriors of his generation, and eventually led
Scotland during the first of the Wars of Scottish Independence against England. He fought successfully
during his reign to regain Scotland’s place as an independent nation and is today remembered in Scotland
as a national hero.
Descended from the Anglo-Norman and Gaelic nobilities, his paternal fourth-great grandfather was David
I, King of Scotland. Robert’s grandfather, Robert de Bruce, 5th Lord of Annandale, was one of the
claimants to the Scottish throne during the "Great Cause ". As Earl of Carrick, Robert the Bruce supported
his family’s claim to the throne and took part in William Wallace ’s revolt against Edward I of England. In
1298, Bruce became a Guardian of Scotland alongside his great rival for the Scottish throne, John Comyn,
and William Lamberton, Bishop of St. Andrews. Bruce resigned as guardian in 1300 due in part to his
quarrels with Comyn but chiefly because the restoration of King John seemed imminent. In 1302, he
submitted to Edward I and returned to “the king’s peace”. When his father died in 1304, Bruce inherited his
family’s claim to the throne. In February 1306, following an argument during a meeting at Greyfriars
monastery, Dumfries, Bruce killed Comyn. He was excommunicated by the Pope but absolved by Robert
Wishart, Bishop of Glasgow.
Bruce moved quickly to seize the throne and was crowned king of Scots on 25 March 1306, at Scone.
Edward I’s forces defeated Robert in battle, and Bruce was forced to flee into hiding in the Hebrides and
Ireland before returning in 1307 to defeat an English army at Loudoun Hill and wage a highly successful
guerrilla war against the English. Bruce defeated the Comyns and his other Scots enemies, destroying their
strongholds and devastating their lands from Buchan to Galloway. In 1309, he held his first parliament at
St Andrews, and a series of military victories between 1310 and 1314 won him control of much of
Scotland. At the Battle of Bannockburn in June 1314, Bruce defeated a much larger English army under
Edward II, confirming the re-establishment of an independent Scottish monarchy. The battle marked a
significant turning point, and, freed from English threats, Scotland’s armies could now invade northern
England; Bruce launched devastating raids into Lancashire and Yorkshire. He also decided to expand his
war against the English and create a second front by sending an army under his younger brother, Edward,
to invade Ireland, appealing to the native Irish to rise against Edward II’s rule.
Despite Bannockburn and the capture of the final English stronghold at Berwick in 1318, Edward II
refused to give up his claim to the overlordship of Scotland. In 1320, the Scottish magnates and nobles
submitted the Declaration of Arbroath to Pope John XXII, declaring Bruce as their rightful monarch and
asserting Scotland’s status as an independent kingdom. In 1324, the Pope recognised Bruce as king of an
independent Scotland, and in 1326, the Franco-Scottish alliance was renewed in the Treaty of Corbeil. In
1327, the English deposed Edward II in favour of his son, Edward III, and peace was temporarily
concluded between Scotland and England with the Treaty of Edinburgh-Northampton, by which Edward III
renounced all claims to sovereignty over Scotland.
Robert the Bruce died on 7 June 1329. His body is buried in Dunfermline Abbey, while his heart was
interred in Melrose Abbey. Bruce’s lieutenant and friend Sir James Douglas agreed to take the late King’s
embalmed heart on crusade to the Lord’s Sepulchre in the Holy Land, but he reached only as far as
Moorish Granada. Douglas was killed in battle during the siege of Teba while fulfilling his promise. His
body and the casket containing the embalmed heart were found upon the field. They were both conveyed
back to Scotland by Sir William Keith of Galston.
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1 Background and early life
Robert de Bruce, 1st Lord of Annandale, the first of the Bruce,
or de Bruce, line arrived in Scotland with David I in 1124 and
was given the lands of Annandale in Dumfries and Galloway.
Robert was the first son of Robert de Bruce, 6th Lord of
Annandale, and Marjorie, Countess of Carrick, and claimed the
Scottish throne as a fourth great grandson of David I, King of
Scotland. His mother was by all accounts a formidable woman
who, legend would have it, kept Robert Bruce’s father captive
until he agreed to marry her. From his mother, he inherited the
Earldom of Carrick, and through his father, a royal lineage that
would give him a claim to the Scottish throne.
Robert the Bruce would most probably have become trilingual
at an early age. He would have spoken both the Anglo-Norman
language of his Scots-Norman peers and his father’s family, and
the Gaelic language of his Carrick birthplace and his mother’s
family. He would also have spoken the early Scots language. The family would have moved between the
castles of their lordships — Lochmaben Castle, the main castle of the lordship of Annandale, and
Turnberry and Loch Doon Castle, the castles of the earldom of Carrick. Robert had nine siblings, and he
and his brother Edward may have been fostered according to Gaelic tradition, spending a substantial part of
their youth at the courts of other noblemen (Robert’s foster-brother is referred to by Barbour as sharing
Robert’s precarious existence as an outlaw in Carrick in 1307-08). As heir, Robert would have been
schooled by tutors in all the requirements of courtly etiquette, and he would have waited as a page at his
father’s and grandfather’s tables. This grandfather, known to contemporaries as Robert the Noble, and to
history as “Bruce the Competitor” (because he competed with the other claimants to the throne of Scotland
in the "Great Cause ") seems to have been an immense influence on the future king.
Robert’s first appearance in history is on a witness list of a charter issued by Alexander Og MacDonald,
Lord of Islay. His name appears in the company of the Bishop of Argyll, the vicar of Arran, a Kintyre
clerk, his father, and a host of Gaelic notaries from Carrick. Robert Bruce, the king to be, was sixteen years
of age when Margaret, Maid of Norway died in 1290. It is also around this time that Robert would have
been knighted, and he began to appear on the political stage in the Bruce dynastic interest.
Robert’s mother died early in 1292. In November of the same year Edward I of England, on behalf of the
Guardians of Scotland and following the “Great Cause”, awarded the vacant Crown of Scotland to his
grandfather’s first cousin once removed, John Balliol. Almost immediately, his grandfather, Robert de
Bruce, 5th Lord of Annandale, resigned his Lordship of Annandale and his claim to the throne to Robert’s
father. Days later that son, Robert de Bruce, 6th Lord of Annandale, resigned the earldom of Carrick he had
held in right of his late wife to their son, Robert, the future king.
Even after John’s accession, Edward still continued to assert his authority over Scotland and relations
between the two kings soon began to deteriorate. The Bruces sided with King Edward against King John
and his Comyn allies. Robert the Bruce and his father both considered John a usurper. Against the
objections of the Scots, Edward I agreed to hear appeals on cases ruled on by the court of the Guardians
that had governed Scotland during the interregnum. At some point in early 1296, Robert married his first
wife, Isabella of Mar, the daughter of Domhnall I, Earl of Mar and his wife Helen.
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2 Beginning of the Wars of Independence
Almost the first blow in the war between Scotland and England was a direct attack on the Bruces. On 26
March 1296, Easter Monday, seven Scottish earls made a surprise attack on the walled city of Carlisle,
which was not so much an attack against England as the Comyn Earl of Buchan and their faction attacking
their Bruce enemies. Both his father and grandfather were at one time Governors of the Castle, and
following the loss of Annandale to Comyn in 1295, it was their principal residence. Robert Bruce would
have gained first-hand knowledge of the city’s defences. The next time Carlisle was besieged, in 1315,
Robert the Bruce would be leading the attack.
Edward I responded to King John’s alliance with France and the attack on Carlisle by invading Scotland at
the end of March 1296 and taking the town of Berwick in a particularly bloody attack upon the flimsy
palisades. At the Battle of Dunbar, Scottish resistance was effectively crushed. Edward deposed King John,
placed him in the Tower of London, and installed Englishmen to govern the country. The campaign had
been very successful, but the English triumph would only be temporary.
Although the Bruces were by now back in possession of Annandale and Carrick, in August 1296 Robert
Bruce, Lord of Annandale, and his son, Robert Bruce, Earl of Carrick and future king, were among the
more than 1,500 Scots at Berwick who swore an oath of fealty to King Edward I of England. When the
Scottish revolt against Edward I broke out in July 1297, James Stewart, 5th High Steward of Scotland, led
into rebellion a group of disaffected Scots, including Robert Wishart, Bishop of Glasgow, MacDuff, the
son of the earl of Fife, and the young Robert Bruce. The future king was now twenty-two, and in joining
the rebels he seems to have been acting independently of his father, who took no part in the rebellion and
appears to have abandoned Annandale once more for the safety of Carlisle. It appears that Robert Bruce
had fallen under the influence of his grandfather’s friends, Wishart and Stewart, who had inspired him to
resistance. With the outbreak of the revolt, Robert left Carlisle and made his way to Annandale, where he
called together the knights of his ancestral lands and, according to the English chronicler Walter of
Guisborough, addressed them thus:
“No man holds his own flesh and blood in hatred and I am no exception. I must join my own people
and the nation in which I was born. I ask that you please come with me and you will be my
councillors and close comrades”
Urgent letters were sent ordering Bruce to support Edward’s commander, John de Warenne, 6th Earl of
Surrey (to whom Bruce was related), in the summer of 1297; but instead of complying, Bruce continued to
support the revolt against Edward I. That Bruce was in the forefront of fomenting rebellion is shown in a
letter written to Edward by Hugh Cressingham on 23 July 1292, which reports the opinion that “if you had
the earl of Carrick, the Steward of Scotland and his brother…you would think your business done”. On 7
July, Bruce and his friends made terms with Edward by a treaty called the Capitulation of Irvine. The
Scottish lords were not to serve beyond the sea against their will and were pardoned for their recent
violence in return for swearing allegiance to King Edward. The Bishop of Glasgow, James the Steward,
and Sir Alexander Lindsay became sureties for Bruce until he delivered his infant daughter Marjorie as a
hostage, which he never did.
When King Edward returned to England after his victory at the Battle of Falkirk, the Bruce’s possessions
were excepted from the Lordships and lands that Edward assigned to his followers. The reason for this is
uncertain, though Fordun records Robert fighting for Edward, at Falkirk, under the command of Antony
Bek, Bishop of Durham, Annandale and Carrick. This participation is contested as no Bruce appears on the
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Falkirk roll of nobles present in the English army, and two 19th Century antiquarians: Alexander Murison
and George Chalmers have stated Bruce did not participate and in the following month decided to lay
waste Annandale and burn Ayr Castle, to prevent it being garrisoned by the English.
William Wallace resigned as Guardian of Scotland after his defeat at the Battle of Falkirk. He was
succeeded by Robert Bruce and John Comyn as joint Guardians, but they could not see past their personal
differences. As a nephew and supporter of King John, and as someone with a serious claim to the Scottish
throne, Comyn was Bruce’s enemy. In 1299, William Lamberton, Bishop of St. Andrews, was appointed as
a third, neutral Guardian to try to maintain order between Bruce and Comyn. The following year, Bruce
finally resigned as joint Guardian and was replaced by Sir Gilbert de Umfraville, Earl of Angus. In May
1301, Umfraville, Comyn, and Lamberton also resigned as joint Guardians and were replaced by Sir John
de Soules as sole Guardian. Soules was appointed largely because he was part of neither the Bruce nor the
Comyn camps and was a patriot. He was an active Guardian and made renewed efforts to have King John
returned to the Scottish throne.
In July 1301 King Edward I launched his sixth campaign into Scotland. Though he captured the castles of
Bothwell and Turnberry, he did little to damage the Scots’ fighting ability, and in January 1302 he agreed
to a nine-month truce. It was around this time that Robert the Bruce submitted to Edward, along with other
nobles, even though he had been on the side of the Scots until then. There were rumours that John Balliol
would return to regain the Scottish throne. Soules, who had probably been appointed by John, supported
his return, as did most other nobles. But it was no more than a rumour and nothing came of it.
In March 1302 Bruce sent a letter to the monks at Melrose Abbey apologising for having called tenants of
the monks to service in his army when there had been no national call-up. Bruce pledged that, henceforth,
he would “never again” require the monks to serve unless it was to “the common army of the whole
realm”, for national defence. Bruce also married his second wife that year, Elizabeth de Burgh, the
daughter of Richard de Burgh, 2nd Earl of Ulster. By Elizabeth he had four children: David II, John (died
in childhood), Matilda (who married Thomas Isaac and died at Aberdeen 20 July 1353), and Margaret (who
married William de Moravia, 5th Earl of Sutherland in 1345).
In 1303, Edward invaded again, reaching Edinburgh before marching to Perth. Edward stayed in Perth until
July, then proceeded via Dundee, Brechin, and Montrose to Aberdeen, where he arrived in August. From
there he marched through Moray to Badenoch before re-tracing his path back south to Dunfermline. With
the country now under submission, all the leading Scots, except for William Wallace, surrendered to
Edward in February 1304. John Comyn, who was by now Guardian, submitted to Edward. The laws and
liberties of Scotland were to be as they had been in the days of Alexander III, and any that needed
alteration would be with the assent of King Edward and the advice of the Scots nobles.
On 11 June 1304, Bruce and William Lamberton made a pact that bound them, each to the other, in
“friendship and alliance against all men.” If one should break the secret pact, he would forfeit to the other
the sum of ten thousand pounds. The pact is often interpreted as a sign of their patriotism despite both
having already surrendered to the English. Homage was again obtained from the nobles and the burghs, and
a parliament was held to elect those who would meet later in the year with the English parliament to
establish rules for the governance of Scotland. The Earl of Richmond, Edward’s nephew, was to head up
the subordinate government of Scotland. While all this took place, William Wallace was finally captured
near Glasgow, and he was hanged, drawn, and quartered in London on 23 August 1305.
In September 1305, Edward ordered Robert Bruce to put his castle at Kildrummy, “in the keeping of such a
man as he himself will be willing to answer for,” suggesting that King Edward suspected Robert was not
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entirely trustworthy and may have been plotting behind his back. However, an identical phrase appears in
an agreement between Edward and his lieutenant and lifelong friend, Aymer de Valence. A further sign of
Edward’s distrust occurred on 10 October 1305, when Edward revoked his gift of Sir Gilbert de
Umfraville’s lands to Bruce that he had made only six months before.
Robert Bruce as Earl of Carrick, and now 7th Lord of Annandale, held huge estates and property in
Scotland and a barony and some minor properties in England, and a strong claim to the Scottish throne.

3 Murder of John Comyn
Bruce, like all his family, had a complete belief in his right to the throne. However, his actions of
supporting alternately the English and Scottish armies had led to a great deal of distrust towards Bruce
among the “Community of the Realm of Scotland”. His ambition was further thwarted by John Comyn,
who had been much more resolute in his opposition to the English. Comyn was the most powerful noble in
Scotland and was related to many more powerful nobles both within Scotland and England, including
relatives that held the earldoms of Buchan, Mar, Ross, Fife, Angus, Dunbar, and Strathearn; the Lordships
of Kilbride, Kirkintilloch, Lenzie, Bedrule, and Scraesburgh; and sheriffdoms in Banff, Dingwall,
Wigtown, and Aberdeen. He also had a powerful claim to the Scottish throne through his descent from
Donald III on his father’s side and David I on his mother’s side. Comyn was the nephew of John Balliol.
According to Barbour and Fordoun, in the late summer of 1305, in a secret agreement sworn, signed, and
sealed, John Comyn agreed to forfeit his claim to the Scottish throne in favour of Robert Bruce upon
receipt of the Bruce lands in Scotland should an uprising occur led by Bruce. Whether the details of the
agreement with Comyn are correct or not, King Edward moved to arrest Bruce while Bruce was still at the
English court. Fortunately for Bruce, his friend, and Edward’s son-in-law, Ralph de Monthermer learnt of
Edward’s intention and warned Bruce by sending him twelve pence and a pair of spurs. Bruce took the
hint, and he and a squire fled the English court during the night. They made their way quickly for Scotland.
According to Barbour, Comyn betrayed his agreement with Bruce to King Edward I, and when Bruce
arranged a meeting for 10 February 1306 with Comyn in the Chapel of Greyfriars Monastery in Dumfries
and accused him of treachery, they came to blows. Bruce assaulted Comyn in Dumfries before the high
altar. The Scotichronicon says that on being told that Comyn had survived the attack and was being treated,
two of Bruce’s supporters, Roger de Kirkpatrick said “I make sure” and John Lindsay, went back into the
church and finished Bruce’s work. Barbour, however, tells no such story. Bruce asserted his claim to the
Scottish crown and began his campaign by force for the independence of Scotland.
Bruce and his party then attacked Dumfries Castle where the English garrison surrendered. Bruce hurried
from Dumfries to Glasgow, where his friend and supporter Bishop Robert Wishart granted him absolution
and subsequently adjured the clergy throughout the land to rally to Bruce. Nonetheless, Bruce was
excommunicated for this crime.
English records still in existence today tell a completely different story. They state that the Comyn murder
was planned in an attempt to gain the throne of Scotland. For this reason King Edward of England wrote to
the Pope and asked for his excommunication of Robert Bruce. No records have ever been found in England
stating that King Edward had any knowledge of treachery by Robert Bruce before his acts against Comyn.
They state that King Edward did not hear of the murder of John Comyn until several days after his death.
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4 War of King Robert I
Six weeks after Comyn was killed in Dumfries, Bruce was crowned King of Scots by Bishop William de
Lamberton at Scone, near Perth, on 25 March 1306 with all formality and solemnity. The royal robes and
vestments that Robert Wishart had hidden from the English were brought out by the Bishop and set upon
King Robert. The bishops of Moray and Glasgow were in attendance as well as the earls of Atholl,
Menteith, Lennox, and Mar. The great banner of the kings of Scotland was planted behind his throne.
In June 1306 Bruce was defeated at the Battle of Methven. His wife and daughters and other women of the
party were sent to Kildrummy in August 1306 under the protection of Bruce’s brother Neil Bruce and the
Earl of Atholl and most of his remaining men. Bruce fled with a small following of his most faithful men,
including Sir James Douglas and Gilbert Hay, Bruce’s brothers Thomas, Alexander, and Edward, as well
as Sir Neil Campbell and the Earl of Lennox.
Edward I marched north again in the spring. On his way, he granted the Scottish estates of Bruce and his
adherents to his own followers and had published a bill excommunicating Bruce. Bruce’s queen, Elizabeth,
his daughter Marjorie, his sisters Christina and Mary, and Isabella MacDuff were captured in a sanctuary at
Tain and sent to harsh imprisonment, which included Mary and Isabella being hung in cages at Roxburgh
and Berwick castles respectively for about four years, while Bruce’s brother Neil was executed by being
hanged, drawn, and quartered.
On 7 July, King Edward I died, leaving Bruce opposed by the king’s son, Edward II.
It is still uncertain where Bruce spent the winter of 1306– 07. Most likely he spent it in the Hebrides,
possibly sheltered by Christina of Garmoran, who was married to Bruce’s brother-in-law, Duncan, the
brother of Bruce’s first wife, Isabella of Mar. Ireland is also a serious possibility, and Orkney (under
Norwegian rule at the time) or Norway proper (where his sister Isabel Bruce was queen dowager) although
unlikely are not impossible. Bruce and his followers returned to the Scottish mainland in February in two
groups. One, led by Bruce and his brother Edward landed at Turnberry Castle and began a guerrilla war in
southwest Scotland. The other, led by his brothers Thomas and Alexander, landed slightly further south in
Loch Ryan, but they were soon captured and executed. In April, Bruce won a small victory over the
English at the Battle of Glen Trool, before defeating Aymer de Valence, 2nd Earl of Pembroke, at the
Battle of Loudoun Hill. At the same time, James Douglas made his first foray for Bruce into southwestern
Scotland, attacking and burning his own castle in Douglasdale. Leaving his brother Edward in command in
Galloway, Bruce travelled north, capturing Inverlochy and Urquhart Castles, burning Inverness Castle and
Nairn to the ground, then unsuccessfully threatening Elgin.
Transferring operations to Aberdeenshire in late 1307, he threatened Banff before falling seriously ill,
probably owing to the hardships of the lengthy campaign. Recovering, leaving John Comyn, 3rd Earl of
Buchan unsubdued at his rear, Bruce returned west to take Balvenie and Duffus Castles, then Tarradale
Castle on the Black Isle. Looping back via the hinterlands of Inverness and a second failed attempt to take
Elgin, Bruce finally achieved his landmark defeat of Comyn at the Battle of Inverurie in May 1308; he then
overran Buchan and defeated the English garrison at Aberdeen. The Harrying of Buchan in 1308 was
ordered by Bruce to make sure all Comyn family support was extinguished. Buchan had a very large
population because it was the agricultural capital of northern Scotland, and much of its population was
loyal to the Comyn family even after the defeat of the Earl of Buchan. Most of the Comyn castles in
Moray, Aberdeen, and Buchan were destroyed and their inhabitants killed. Bruce ordered similar harryings
in Argyle and Kintyre, in the territories of Clan MacDougall. With these acts, Bruce had successfully
destroyed the power of the Comyns, which had controlled much of northern and southwestern Scotland for
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over a hundred and fifty years. He then crossed to Argyll and defeated the MacDougalls (allies of the
Comyns) at the Battle of Pass of Brander and took Dunstaffnage Castle, the last major stronghold of the
Comyns.
In March 1309, Bruce held his first Parliament at St. An- Bruce reviewing troops before the Battle of
Bannockburn drews, and by August he controlled all of Scotland north of the River Tay. The following
year, the clergy of Scotland recognised Bruce as king at a general council. The support given to him by the
church in spite of his excommunication was of great political importance. Over the next three years, one
English-held castle or outpost after another was captured and reduced: Linlithgow in 1310, Dumbarton in
1311, and Perth, by Bruce himself, in January 1312. Bruce also made raids into northern England and,
landing at Ramsey in the Isle of Man, then laid siege to Castle Rushen in Castletown, capturing it on 21
June 1313 and denying the island’s strategic importance to the English. In the spring of 1314, Edward
Bruce laid siege to Stirling Castle, whose governor, Philip de Mowbray, agreed to capitulate if not relieved
before 24 June 1314. In March 1314, James Douglas captured Roxburgh, and Randolph captured
Edinburgh Castle. In May, Bruce again raided England and subdued the Isle of Man.
The eight years of exhausting but deliberate refusal to meet the English on even ground have caused many
to consider Bruce as one of the great guerrilla leaders of any age. This represented a transformation for one
raised as a feudal knight.
4.1 Battle of Bannockburn
Bruce secured Scottish independence from England militarily – if not diplomatically – at the Battle of
Bannockburn in 1314. An English army led by Edward II in person trying to relieve the siege of Stirling
Castle was decisively defeated in an atypical set-piece battle.

5 Diplomacy
The reign of Robert Bruce also included some significant diplomatic achievements. The Declaration of
Arbroath of 1320 strengthened his position, particularly vis-à-vis the Papacy, and Pope John XXII
eventually lifted Bruce’s excommunication. In May 1328 King Edward III of England signed the Treaty of
Edinburgh-Northampton, which recognised Scotland as an independent kingdom, and Bruce as its king.

6 Death
Robert I had been suffering from a serious illness from at least 1327. The Lanercost Chronicle and
Scalacronica state that the king was said to have contracted and died of leprosy. None of the Scottish
accounts of his death hint at leprosy. It has been proposed that, alternatively, he may have suffered from
tuberculosis, syphilis, motor neurone disease, or a series of strokes. There does not seem to be any
evidence as to what the king himself or his physicians believed his illness to be. Nor is there any evidence
of an attempt in his last years to segregate the king in any way from the company of friends, family,
courtiers, or foreign diplomats.
In October 1328 the Pope finally lifted the interdict from Scotland and the excommunication of Robert I.
The king’s last journey appears to have been a pilgrimage to the shrine of Saint Ninian at Whithorn; this
was possibly in search of a miraculous cure, or to make his peace with God.
Barbour and other sources relate that Robert summoned his prelates and barons to his bedside for a final
council at which he made copious gifts to religious houses, dispensed silver to religious foundations of
various orders, so that they might pray for his soul, and repented of his failure to fulfill a vow to undertake
a crusade to fight the 'Saracens ' in the Holy Land. Robert’s final wish reflected conventional piety, and
was perhaps intended to perpetuate his memory. After his death his heart was to be removed from his body
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and borne by a noble knight on a crusade against the Saracens and carried to the Church of the Holy
Sepulchre in Jerusalem, before being brought back to Scotland:
Robert died on 7 June 1329, at the Manor of Cardross, near Dumbarton. He died utterly fulfilled, in that the
goal of his lifetime’s struggle – untrammelled recognition of the Bruce right to the crown – had been
realised, and confident that he was leaving the kingdom of Scotland safely in the hands of his most trusted
lieutenant, Moray, until his infant son reached adulthood. Six days after his death, to complete his triumph
still further, papal bulls were issued granting the privilege of unction at the coronation of future Kings of
Scots.

7 Issue
Bruce’s descendants include all later Scottish monarchs and all British monarchs since the Union of the
Crowns in 1603. A large number of families definitely are descended from him.

8 Monuments and commemoration
8.1 Depictions in Art
Robert I was originally buried in Dunfermline Abbey, traditional resting-place of Scottish monarchs since
the reign of Malcolm III. His tomb, imported from Paris, was extremely elaborate, carved from gilded
alabaster. It was destroyed at the Reformation, but some fragments were discovered in the 19th century
(now in the Museum of Scotland in Edinburgh).
The site of the tomb in Dunfermline Abbey was marked by large carved stone letters spelling out “King
Robert the Bruce” around the top of the bell tower, when the eastern half of the abbey church was rebuilt in
the first half of the 19th century. In 1974 the Bruce Memorial Window was installed in the north transept,
commemorating the 700th anniversary of the year of his birth. It depicts stained glass images of the Bruce
flanked by his chief men, Christ, and saints associated with Scotland.
A 1929 statue of Robert the Bruce is set in the wall of Edinburgh Castle at the entrance, along with one of
William Wallace. In Edinburgh also, the Scottish National Portrait Gallery has statues of Bruce and
Wallace in niches flanking the main entrance. The building also contains several frescos depicting scenes
from Scots history by William Bruce statue at the entrance to Edinburgh Castle Brassey Hole in the
entrance foyer, including a large example of Bruce marshalling his men at Bannockburn.
Statues of the Bruce also stand on the battleground at Bannockburn, outside Stirling Castle, Marischal
College in Aberdeen, and Calgary, Alberta, Canada, near the Alberta College of Art and Design.
8.2 Banknotes
From 1981 to 1989, Robert the Bruce was portrayed on £1 notes issued by the Clydesdale Bank, one of the
three Scottish banks with right to issue banknotes. He was shown on the obverse crowned in battle dress,
surrounded by thistles, and on the reverse in full battle armour in 11 a scene from the Battle of
Bannockburn. When the Clydesdale Bank discontinued £1 banknotes, Robert The Bruce’s portrait was
moved onto the bank’s £20 banknote in 1990 and it has remained there to date.
8.3 Music
Robert Burns set his poem Scots Wha Hae, the words of which were originally stated to be taken from
Bruce’s address to his troops at the Battle of Bannockburn, to an old Scots tune, Hey Tuttie Tatie.
As a military march, Marche des soldats de Robert Bruce, this tune is part of the repertoire of the French
military.
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8.4 Aircraft
The airline British Caledonian, named a McDonnell Douglas DC-10-30 (G-BHDI) after Robert the Bruce.

9 Legends
According to a legend, at some point while he was on the run during the winter of 1306–07, Bruce hid in a
cave on Rathlin Island off the north coast of Ireland, where he observed a spider spinning a web, trying to
make a connection from one area of the cave’s roof to another. It tried and failed twice, but began again
and succeeded on the third attempt. Inspired by this, Bruce returned to inflict a series of defeats on the
English, thus winning him more supporters and eventual victory. The story serves to illustrate the maxim:
“if at first you don't succeed, try try try again.” Other versions have Bruce in a small house watching the
spider try to make its connection between two roof beams.
But this legend appears for the first time in only a much later account, “Tales of a Grandfather” by Sir
Walter Scott, and may have originally been told about his companion-in-arms Sir James Douglas (the
“Black Douglas”), who had spent time hiding out in caves within his manor of Lintalee, which was then
occupied by the English. The entire account may in fact be a version of a literary trope used in royal
biographical writing. A similar story is told, for example, in Jewish sources about King David, and in
Persian folklore about the Mongolian warlord Tamerlane and an ant.
His daughter Marjorie Bruce is the Rodger ancestor.

Isabella of Mar 32 (1277 – 1296)
[Author’s 21st Great Grandmother]
Isabella of Mar (1277 – 12 December 1296) was the first wife of Robert
the Bruce and the grandmother of Robert II of Scotland, founder of the
royal House of Stuart. She died before Robert was crowned King of
Scots, and never became the Queen.
She was the daughter of Domhnall I, Earl of Mar and Helen (or Ellen) of
Wales (1246–1295), the illegitimate daughter of Llywelyn ab Iorwerth
(“the Great”) Prince of Wales; she had previously been the wife of Maol
Choluim II, Earl of Fife. Her father was one of the seven guardians of
Scotland who believed Robert Bruce to be the rightful King of Scotland.
Despite the considerable risks, the Earl of Mar could foresee the
advantage of the two families joining in marriage and bearing an heir to
the throne, and the marriage of Isabella and Robert was arranged. Mar
was the first to sign over the estates of his family to the Bruce.
Isabella was married to Robert at the age of 18 and legend has it that they were much in love. Shortly after
their marriage Isabella became pregnant. She had a healthy pregnancy but she died soon after giving birth
to a daughter, Marjorie Bruce in 1296. She is buried at Paisley Abbey, Renfrewshire.
Robert married his second wife, Elizabeth de Burgh, six years later. Isabella’s daughter Princess Marjorie
(died 1316) married Walter Stewart, 6th High Steward of Scotland, and their son became Robert II of
Scotland. From him descend the monarchs of the House of Stewart and the later royal families of the UK.
Her daughter Marjorie Bruce is the Rodger ancestor.
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Marjorie Bruce

(1296 – 1316)

[Author’s 20th Great Grandmother]
Marjorie Bruce (1296/7 – 2 March 1316) was the eldest daughter of Robert the Bruce, King of Scots by his
first wife, Isabella of Mar, and the founder of the Stewart dynasty. Her marriage to Walter, High Steward
of Scotland gave rise to the House of Stewart. Her son was the first Stewart monarch, King Robert II of
Scotland. Her widowed father later married Elizabeth de Burgh.

1 Early life
Her mother, Isabella, a nineteen-year-old noblewoman from the Clan
Mar, died soon after giving birth. Her father was at that time the Earl of
Carrick. Marjorie was named after her father’s mother, Marjorie,
Countess of Carrick.
According to legend, her parents had been very much in love, and Robert
the Bruce did not remarry until Marjorie was six years old. In 1302, a
courtier named Elizabeth de Burgh became her stepmother.
In March 1306, her father was crowned King of Scots at Scone,
Perthshire, & Marjorie, then 9 years old, became a Princess of Scotland.

2 Imprisonment (1307–1314)
Three months after the coronation, in June, 1306, her father was defeated
at the Battle of Methven. He sent his female relatives (his wife, two
sisters and Marjorie) north with his supporter the Countess of Buchan,
but by the end of June the band of Bruce women were captured by Earl of Ross, a Balliol supporter, who
handed them over to the English.
As punishment, Edward I sent his hostages to different places in England. Princess Marjorie went to the
convent at Watton; her aunt Christina Bruce was sent to another convent; Queen Elizabeth was placed
under house arrest at a manor house in Yorkshire (because Edward I needed the support of her father, the
powerful Earl of Ulster, her punishment was lighter than the others’); and Marjorie’s aunt Mary Bruce and
the Countess of Buchan were imprisoned in wooden cages, exposed to public view, Mary’s cage at
Roxburgh Castle and Countess Isabella’s at Berwick Castle. For the next four years, Marjorie, Elizabeth,
Christina, Mary and Isabella endured solitary confinement, with daily public humiliation for the latter two.
A cage was built for Marjorie at the Tower of London, but Edward I reconsidered and instead sent her to
the convent. Christopher Seton, Christina’s husband, was executed.
Edward I died on 7 July 1307. He was succeeded by his son, Edward II, who subsequently held Marjorie
captive in a convent for about seven more years. She was finally set free around 1314, possibly in exchange
for English noblemen captured after the Battle of Bannockburn (23 June – 24 June 1314).

3 Marriage and death
Walter Stewart, 6th High Steward of Scotland distinguished himself in the battle and was rewarded the
hand of the adolescent princess. Her dowry included the Barony of Bathgate in West Lothian. The original
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site of Bathgate Castle, also part of the dowry, can be found on the grounds of Bathgate Golf Club. It is
protected by the Historic Scotland organisation & the Club is debarred from performing any excavation
work on the site without prior permission. Annually on the 1st Saturday of June, the town of Bathgate
celebrates the marriage of Marjorie & Walter in their historical pageant, just before the town’s procession
and Newland festival. Local school children are given the parts of Marjorie, Walter and other members of
the court. After the pageant, everyone joins the procession along with Robert the Bruce on horseback.
Two years later, on 2 March 1316, Marjorie was riding in Gallowhill, Paisley, Renfrewshire while heavily
pregnant. Her horse was suddenly startled and threw her to the ground at a place called “The Knock.” She
went into premature labour and delivered the child at Paisley Abbey, surviving the birth by a few hours.
She was 19 at the time of her death, like her mother, who was also 19 years old when she died in childbirth.
At the junction of Renfrew Road and Dundonald Road in Paisley, a cairn marks the spot near to where
Marjorie reputedly fell from her horse. The reputed place of her death is now known as Knockhill Road,
with nearby roads of Bruce Way, and Marjorie Drive named in her honour. She is buried at Paisley Abbey.
Her son succeeded his childless uncle David II of Scotland in 1371 as King Robert II. Her descendants
include the House of Stewart and all their successors on the throne of Scotland, England and the UK.

4 Ancestry

Ancestors of Marjorie Bruce’s mother’s family are shown. Interestingly, King John is among them,
making him our ancestor along two lines: Here in the Scottish line and separately in the English
line.

5 Marjorie in fiction
The young adult novel Girl in a Cage by Jane Yolen and Robert J. Harris features Marjorie Bruce as its
protagonist. In it, Marjorie is imprisoned in a cage. Although there is a preface stating that it is fictional,
many have taken it to be a true story.
Her son Robert II Stewart, King of Scotland is the Rodger ancestor.
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Walter Stewart of Scotland34 (1296 – 1327)
[Author’s 20th Great Grandfather]
Walter Stewart, 6th High Steward of Scotland Walter Stewart (1296 – 9 April 1327 at Bathgate Castle) was
the 6th hereditary High Steward of Scotland. He was also the father of King Robert II of Scotland.

1 Biography
He was the son of James Stewart, 5th High Steward of Scotland and Giles (or Egidia) de Burgh, daughter
of Walter de Burgh, 1st Earl of Ulster. Walter’s mother is sometimes identified as Cecily or Cecilia de
Dunbar, but this identification is erroneous.
Walter fought on the Scottish side at the Battle of
Bannockburn in 1314 commanding, with Douglas, the left
wing of the Scots’ Army. According to another version of
events, he was the nominal leader of one of the four Scottish
schiltrons, but because of his youth and inexperience, its
effective leader was his cousin James Douglas, Lord of
Douglas. This is, however, disputed, as some claim that
there were only three Scottish schiltrons at Bannockburn.
Upon the liberation of Robert The Bruce 's wife and
daughter from their long captivity in England, the High
Steward was sent to receive them at the Border and conduct
them back to the Scottish Court.
During The Bruce’s absence in Ireland the High Steward
and Sir James Douglas managed government affairs and
spent much time defending the Scottish Borders. Upon the capture of Berwick-upon-Tweed from the
English in 1318 he got command of the town that, on 24 July 1319 was laid siege to by King Edward II of
England. Several of the siege engines were destroyed by the Scots’ garrison and the Steward suddenly
rushed in force from the town to drive off the enemy. In 1322, with Douglas and Thomas Randolph, he
made an attempt to surprise the English King at Byland Abbey, near Malton, Yorkshire. Edward, however,
escaped, pursued towards York by The Steward and 500 horsemen.
Walter, Steward of Scotland, made a charter to John St. Clair, his valet, of the lands of Maxton,
Roxburghshire, circa 1320/1326, one of the witnesses being Robert de Lauder, Justiciar of Lothian.

2 Family and issue
Walter married, in 1315, Marjorie, only daughter of Robert I of Scotland by his first wife Isabella of Mar.
The Lordship of Largs, forfeited by John Balliol, was bestowed upon Walter by Robert the Bruce, who also
granted the Farme Castle estate in Rutherglen to him, as well as other lands and the feudal barony of
Bathgate, Linlithgowshire. Walter and Marjorie had one son:
•

Robert II of Scotland
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Walter later married Isabel de Graham, frequently identified as a daughter of Sir John Graham of Abercorn
but more likely a daughter of Sir David Graham of Montrose. They had three children:
•
•
•

John Stewart of Ralston
Andrew Stewart
Egidia Stewart. She married 1) Sir James Lindsay of Crawford 2) Sir Hugh Eglinton of that ilk 3)
Sir James Douglas of Dalkeith.

3 Ancestry

Ancestors of Walter Stewart, 6th High Steward of Scotland are shown. It shows that King William I
of Scotland is also an ancestor of the Chicago Rodger’s.

His son Robert II Stewart, King of Scotland is the Rodger ancestor.

____________________________________________________________
____________________

Robert II of Scotland 35 (1316 – 1390)
[Author’s 19th Great Grandfather]
Robert II (2 March 1316 – 19 April 1390) reigned as King of Scots from 1371 to his death as the first
monarch of the House of Stewart. He was the son of Walter Stewart, 6th High Steward of Scotland and of
Marjorie Bruce, daughter of Robert the Bruce and of his first wife Isabella of Mar.
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Edward Bruce was named heir to the throne but he died without legitimate children on 3 December 1318 in
a battle near Dundalk in Ireland. Marjorie by this time had died in a riding accident - probably in 1317.
Parliament decreed her infant son, Robert Stewart, as heir presumptive, but this lapsed on 5 March 1324 on
the birth of a son, David, to King Robert and his second wife, Elizabeth de Burgh. Robert Stewart inherited
the title of High Steward of Scotland on his father’s death on 9 April 1326, and a Parliament held in July
1326 confirmed the young Steward as heir should Prince David
die without a successor. In 1329 King Robert I died and the sixyear-old David succeeded to the throne with Sir Thomas
Randolph, Earl of Moray appointed Guardian of Scotland.
Edward Balliol, son of King John Balliol, assisted by the
English and Scottish nobles disinherited by Robert I, invaded
Scotland inflicting heavy defeats on the Bruce party on 11
August 1332 at Dupplin Moor and Halidon Hill on 19 July
1333. Robert fought at Halidon, where his uncle and former
guardian, Sir James Stewart, was killed. Following this battle,
Robert’s lands in the west were given by Balliol to his supporter
David Strathbogie, the titular Earl of Atholl. Robert took refuge
in the fortress of Dumbarton Castle in the Clyde estuary to join
his uncle, King David. In May 1334 David escaped to France
leaving Robert and John Randolph, 3rd Earl of Moray as joint
Guardians of the kingdom. Robert succeeded in regaining his
lands but following Randolph’s capture by the English in July
1335, his possessions were once again targeted by the forces of
Balliol and King Edward III of England. This may have
persuaded Robert to submit to Balliol and the English king and
may explain his removal as Guardian by September 1335. The
Guardianship transferred to Sir Andrew Murray of Bothwell but
following his death in 1338 Robert was re-appointed and
retained the office until King David returned from France in
June 1341. Robert accompanied David into battle at Neville’s
Cross on 17 October 1346 but he and Patrick Dunbar, Earl of
March escaped or fled the field and David was taken prisoner.
In October 1357, the king was ransomed for 100,000 marks to
be paid in installments over ten years.
Robert married Elizabeth Mure around 1348, legitimising his
four sons and five daughters. His subsequent marriage to
Euphemia de Ross in 1355 produced two sons and two
surviving daughters and provided the basis of a future dispute
regarding the line of succession. Robert joined a rebellion
against David in 1363, but submitted to him following a threat
to his right of succession. In 1364 David presented a proposal to
Parliament that would cancel the remaining ransom debt if it
was agreed that a Plantagenet heir would inherit the Scottish
throne should he die without issue. This was rejected and Robert
succeeded to the throne at the age of 55 following David’s
unexpected death in 1371. England still controlled large sectors
in the Lothians and in the border country so King Robert
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allowed his southern earls to engage in actions in the English zones to regain their territories, halted trade
with England and renewed treaties with France. By 1384 the Scots had re-taken most of the occupied lands,
but following the commencement of Anglo-French peace talks, Robert was reluctant to commit Scotland to
all-out war and obtained Scotland’s inclusion in the peace treaty. Robert’s peace strategy was a factor in
the virtual coup in 1384 when he lost control of the country, first to his eldest son, John, Earl of Carrick,
afterwards King Robert III, and then from 1388 to John’s younger brother, Robert, Earl of Fife, afterwards
the first Duke of Albany. Robert II died in Dundonald Castle in 1390 and was buried at Scone Abbey.

1 Historiography
The reign of Robert II has undergone a re-appraisal since the works of historians Gordon Donaldson (1967)
and Ranald Nicholson (1974). Donaldson admits to a paucity of knowledge (at the time that he was
writing) regarding Robert’s reign and accepts that the early chroniclers writing near to his reign found little
to criticise. Robert’s career before and after he succeeded to the throne is described by Donaldson as “to
say the least, undistinguished, and his reign did nothing to add lustre to it.” Donaldson goes further and
debates the legality of the canon law marriage of Robert and Elizabeth Mure following the papal
dispensation but acknowledges that the acts of succession in 1371 and 1372 although sealing the matter in
the eyes of Parliament did not end the generational feud of the descendants of Elizabeth Mure and of those
of Euphemia Ross. Robert’s earlier participation in combat at the battles of Halidon and Neville’s Cross,
according to Donaldson, had made him wary of sanctioning military expeditions against the English and
that any such actions by his barons were concealed from him. Similarly, Nicholson described Robert’s
reign as deficient and that his lack of the skills of governance led to internal strife. Nicholson asserts that
the Earl of Douglas was bought off following his armed demonstration just before Robert’s coronation and
associates this with the doubt surrounding the legitimacy of Robert’s sons with Elizabeth Mure.
In contrast, the historians Stephen Boardman (2007), Alexander Grant (1984 & 1992) and Michael Lynch
(1992) give a more even-handed appraisal of Robert II’s life. Modern historians show a kingdom that had
become wealthier and more stable particularly during the first decade of his rule. Boardman explains that
Robert II was subjected to negative propaganda while he was High Steward—David II’s followers
denigrated his conduct during his lieutenancies and described them as “tyranny”—and again later as king
when the supporters of his son John, Earl of Carrick said that Robert was a king lacking drive and
accomplishments, weighed down by age and unfit to govern. Robert II’s association with Gaelic Scotland
also drew criticism. He grew up in his ancestral lands in the west and was completely at ease with the
Gaelic language and culture and possessed a potent relationship with the Gaelic lords in the Hebrides,
upper Perthshire and Argyll. Throughout his reign, Robert spent long periods in his Gaelic heartlands and
complaints at the time in Lowland Scotland seem to have been influenced by the view that the king was too
much involved in Gaelic concerns. Boardman also asserts that much of the negative views held of Robert II
find their origins in the writings of the French chronicler Jean Froissart who recorded that '[the king] had
red bleared eyes, of the colour of sandalwood, which clearly showed that he was no valiant man, but one
who would remain at home than march to the field'. Contrary to Froissart’s view, the early Scottish
chroniclers—Andrew of Wyntoun and Walter Bower (who both utilised a source that was nearly
contemporary with Robert II)—and later 15th and 16th century Scottish chroniclers and poets showed
'Robert II as a Scottish patriotic hero, a defender of the integrity of the Scottish kingdom, and as the direct
heir to Robert I'.
Grant (1992) acknowledges that Robert II’s reign in terms of foreign and domestic policy was “not so
unsuccessful”. As far as William, Earl of Douglas’s reaction was concerned when he staged an armed
demonstration before Robert’s coronation, Grant does not hold to the view that Douglas was in some way
demonstrating against Robert’s legitimate right to the throne but more an assertion that royal patronage
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should not continue as in the time of David II. Grant also advocates that the demonstration was aimed at
father and son Robert and Thomas Erskine who held the castles of Edinburgh, Stirling and Dumbarton
from Robert’s predecessor. Grant seriously called into question the dependability of Froissart’s writings as
an effective source for Robert II’s reign. Influential magnate coalitions headed by Carrick, having
undermined the king’s position, manipulated the Council of November 1384 to effectively oust Robert II
from any real power. Grant gives little weight to the asserted senility of Robert and suggests that the
deposition of Carrick in 1388 and then the resolution to join the Anglo-French truce of 1389 were both at
the instigation of Robert II. Yet power was not handed back to Robert II but to Carrick’s younger brother,
Robert, earl of Fife that once again saw the king at the disposition of one of his sons. Despite this, the now
unknown source whom both Wyntoun and Bower relied on made the point that Fife deferred to his father
on affairs of state emphasising the difference in styles in the guardianships of his two sons.
Michael Lynch points out that Robert II’s reign from 1371 until the lieutenancy of Carrick in 1384 had
been one exemplified by continued prosperity and stability - a time that Abbot Bower described as a period
of “tranquility, prosperity and peace”. Lynch suggests that the troubles of the 1450s between James II and
the Douglases (which some historians have interpreted as the legacy of Robert II’s policy of encouraging
powerful lordships) was in fact a continuation of David II’s build-up of local lords in the Marches and
Galloway —Robert was satisfied with government to leave alone the Douglas and the Stewart earls in their
fiefdoms. The weakening of government if anything, Lynch suggests, came not before the 1384 coup but
after it, despite the fact that the coup had at its root Robert II’s favouring of his third son, Alexander
Stewart, Earl of Buchan (known as the Wolf of Badenoch).

2 Fictional portrayals
Robert II has been depicted in historical novels. They include:
•

The Three Perils of Man; or, War, women, and witchcraft (1822) by James Hogg. The tale takes
place in the reign of Robert II whose “country enjoyed happiness and peace, all save a part
adjoining to the borders of England.” Part of the action takes place at Linlithgow Palace, where
Robert promises to marry his daughter Margaret Stewart “to the knight who shall take that castle of
Roxburgh out of the hands of the English”. With Margaret adding her own terms, that “in case of
his attempting and failing in the undertaking, he shall forfeit all his lands, castles, towns, and towers
to me.” In the absence of volunteers, Margaret vows to take the Castle herself, defeating Lord
Musgrave and his mistress Jane Howard.

•

The Lords of Misrule (1976) by Nigel Tranter. Covers events from c. 1388 to 1390. Depicting the
last years of Robert II and the rise of Robert III of Scotland to the throne. As the elderly king has
grown “feeble, weary and half-blind”, his sons, daughters and other nobles campaign for power. An
ungoverned Scotland is ravaged by their conflicts. Robert Stewart, Duke of Albany and Alexander
Stewart, Earl of Buchan are prominently featured.

•

Courting Favour (2000) by Nigel Tranter. Follows the career of John Dunbar, Earl of Moray in the
courts of David II of Scotland and Robert II. John is a son-in-law to the latter and serves him as a
diplomat.

3 Marriages and issue
In 1336, he first married Elizabeth Mure (died 1355), daughter of Sir Adam Mure of Rowallan. The
marriage was criticized to be uncanonical, so he remarried her in 1349 after receiving a papal dispensation
in 1347.
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From this union, ten children reached adulthood:
•

John (died 1406), who became King of Scotland as Robert III, married Anabella Drummond

•

Walter (died in 1363), husband of Isabella MacDuff, Countess of Fife.

•

Robert, Earl of Fife and from 1398 Duke of Albany (died 1420), married in 1361 Margaret Graham,
Countess of Menteith, and his second wife in 1381 Muriella Keith (died in 1449).

•

Alexander Stewart, Earl of Buchan (died 1405), nicknamed “The Wolf of Badenoch”, married in
1382 to Euphemia of Ross

•

Margaret, married John of Islay, Lord of the Isles

•

Marjorie, married John Dunbar, Earl of Moray, then Sir Alexander Keith.

•

Elizabeth married Thomas de la Hay, Lord High Constable of Scotland

•

Isabella (died 1410), married James Douglas, 2nd Earl of Douglas (died in 1388), followed in 1389
by David Edmonstone.

•

Johanna (Jean), married Sir John Keith (died 1375), then John Lyon, Lord of Glamis (died 1383)
and finally Sir James Sandilands

•

Katherine, married Sir Robert Logan of Grugar and Restalrig, Lord High Admiral of Scotland

In 1355, Robert married his second wife Euphemia de Ross (died 1387), daughter of Hugh, Earl of Ross.
They had four children:
•

David Stewart, Earl of Strathearn, born about 1356 and died in 1389.

•

Walter Stewart, Earl of Atholl, born about 1360, beheaded at Edinburgh in 1437 for being involved
in the assassination of King James I.

•

Elizabeth, who married in 1380 David Lindsay, 1st Earl of Crawford.

•

Egidia, who married in 1387 William Douglas of Nithsdale.

King Robert II has also many illegitimate children with several mistresses, including four sons with his
favorite Mariota Cardeny, daughter of Sir Cardeny, and widow of Alexander Mac Naugthon:
•

Alexander Stewart, of Inverlunan

•

Sir John Stewart, of Cardeny

•

James Stewart, of Abernethy and Kinfauna
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•

Walter Stewart

•

Other issue born by unknown women:

•

John Stewart, sheriff of Bute

•

Thomas Stewart, archdeacon of St Andrews

•

Alexander Stewart, canon of Glasgow

•

Maria or Mary Stewart, wife of Sir John de Danielstoun and mother of Sir Robert de Danielstoun of
that Ilk (ancestor of Cunningham of Kilmaurs, and Maxwell of Calderwood)

His son John, who became Robert III Stewart, King of Scotland, is the Rodger ancestor.

Elizabeth Mure 36 (1320 – 1355)
[Author’s 19th Great Grandmother]
Elizabeth Mure (1320 - died before May 1355) was mistress and then wife of Robert, High Steward of
Scotland, and Guardian of Scotland (1338–1341 and from October 1346), who later became King Robert II
of Scotland.
Elizabeth Mure (Muir) was said to be born at Rowallan Castle. Her
parents were Sir Adam Mure of Rowallan, Ayrshire and Janet Mure.
She initially became the Steward’s mistress. He married her in 1336
but the marriage was criticised as uncanonical, so he remarried her in
1349 following a papal dispensation dated at Avignon 22 November
1347.
She died before her husband inherited the crown at the rather
advanced age of 54, and he later re-married (Papal Dispensation dated
2 May 1355).
On 27 March 1371, “The Lord John (who later took the title of King
Robert III, changing his name because of what he saw as John de
Baliol 's unpatriotic desecration of the name John), Earl of Carrick and Steward of Scotland, first-born son
of King Robert II” was declared heir to the Crown by Parliament in Scone Abbey.
They had at least ten children, with some accounts saying as many as thirteen. Doubts about the validity of
her marriage led to family disputes over her children’s right to the crown.

1 Issue
•

Robert III, born John Stewart, Earl of Carrick
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•

Walter Stewart, Lord of Fife

•

Robert Stewart, Duke of Albany (c1340–1420)

•

Alexander Stewart, Earl of Buchan

•

Margaret Stewart, married John of Islay, Lord of the Isles

•

Marjorie Stewart, married firstly, John Dunbar, Earl of Moray, and secondly, Sir Alexander Keith

•

Johanna (Jean) Stewart, married firstly, Sir John Keith, secondly, Sir John Lyon, and thirdly in
1384, Sir James Sandilands.

•

Isabella Stewart, married firstly, James Douglas, 2nd Earl of Douglas, and secondly, David
Edmonstone

•

Katherine Stewart, married Sir Robert Logan of Grugar and Restalrig, Lord High Admiral of
Scotland

•

Elizabeth Stewart, married Sir Thomas Hay, Lord High Constable of Scotland

2 Ancestry
The ancestors of Elizabeth Mure, as shown in the Wikipedia article on her, did not seem to include
sufficiently interesting historic figures to be shown here.
Her son John, who became Robert III Stewart, King of Scotland, is the Rodger ancestor.

____________________________________________________________
____________________
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Robert III of Scotland

(1337 – 1406)

[Author’s 18th Great Grandfather]
Robert III (14 August 1337 – 4 April 1406), born John Stewart, was King
of Scots from 1390 to his death. He was known primarily as the Earl of
Carrick before ascending the throne at age 53. He was the eldest bastard
son of Robert II and Elizabeth Mure though he was legitimated with the
marriage of his parents in 1347. Because he didn’t take the name Robert
until he was crowned King, we will label him as John-Robert in what
follows whenever the use would be otherwise confusing.
John joined his father and other magnates in a rebellion against his
granduncle, David II early in 1363 but submitted to him soon afterwards.
He married Anabella Drummond, daughter of Sir John Drummond of
Stobhall before 31 May 1367 when the Steward ceded to him the earldom
of Atholl. In 1368 David created him Earl of Carrick. His father became
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king in 1371 after the unexpected death of the childless King David. In the succeeding years John-Robert
of Carrick was influential in the government of the kingdom but became progressively more impatient at
his father’s longevity. In 1384 John-Robert of Carrick was appointed the king’s lieutenant after having
influenced the general council to remove Robert II from direct rule. Carrick’s administration saw a renewal
of the conflict with England. In 1388 the Scots defeated the English at the Battle of Otterburn where the
Scots’ commander, James, Earl of Douglas, was killed. By this time John-Robert of Carrick had been badly
injured by a horse-kick but the loss of his powerful ally, Douglas, saw a turnaround in magnate support in
favour of his younger brother Robert, Earl of Fife and in December 1388 the council transferred the
lieutenancy to Fife.
In 1390, Robert II died and John – Robert, Earl of Carrick ascended the throne as Robert III but without
authority to rule directly. Fife continued as lieutenant until February 1393 when power was returned to the
king in conjunction with his son David. At a council in 1399 owing to the king’s 'sickness of his person',
David, now Duke of Rothesay, became lieutenant of the kingdom in his own right but supervised by a
special parliamentary group dominated by Fife, now styled Duke of Albany. After this, Robert III withdrew
to his lands in the west and for a time played little or no part in affairs of state. He was powerless to
interfere when a dispute between Albany and Rothesay arose in 1401, which led to Rothesay’s arrest and
imprisonment at Albany’s Falkland Castle where Rothesay died in March 1402. The general council
absolved Albany from blame and reappointed him as lieutenant. The only impediment now remaining to an
Albany Stewart monarchy was the king’s only surviving son, James, Earl of Carrick. In February 1406 the
11-year-old James and a powerful group of followers clashed with Albany’s Douglas allies resulting in the
death of the king’s counsellor Sir David Fleming of Cumbernauld. James escaped to the Bass Rock in the
Firth of Forth accompanied by Henry Sinclair, Earl of Orkney and remained there for a month before
boarding a ship bound for France. The vessel was intercepted near Flamborough Head and James became
the prisoner of Henry IV of England and would remain captive for the next 18 years. Robert III died in
Rothesay Castle on 4 April 1406 shortly after learning of his son’s imprisonment and was buried at Paisley
Abbey.

1 Kingship
In those days there was no law in Scotland, but the strong oppressed the weak, and the whole
kingdom was one den of thieves. Homicides, robberies, fire-raisings, and other misdeeds remained
unpunished, and justice seemed banished beyond the kingdom’s bounds.
—The Chartularium Episcopatus Moraviensis written at Elgin Cathedral for the year 1398
In May 1390 parliament granted John permission to change his regnal name to Robert, probably in part to
maintain the link back to Robert I but also to disassociate himself from King John Balliol. The four-month
delay in the crowning of Robert III can be seen as a period when Walter Stewart, Lord of Fife and his
affinity sought to ensure their future positions and which also saw Buchan’s opportunistic attack on Elgin
Cathedral, settling an old score with the Bishop of Moray and possibly also a protest at Fife’s
reappointment as the king’s lieutenant.
In 1392, Robert III strengthened the position of his son David, now earl of Carrick, when he endowed him
with a large annuity that allowed the young prince to build up his household and affinity and then in 1393
regained his right to direct rule when the general council decided that Fife’s lieutenancy should end and
that David of Carrick now of age should assist his father. This independence of action was demonstrated in
1395–6 when he responded to David’s unauthorised marriage to Elizabeth Dunbar, daughter of George,
Earl of March by ensuring its annulment. The king appears to have also taken over the conduct of foreign
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affairs, preserving the peace with Richard II and managing to increase the power of the Red Douglas Earl
of Angus in the southeast of the country as a counterbalance to Fife’s Black Douglas ally. He further
showed his authority when in an attempt to reduce inter-clan feuding and lawlessness, he arranged and
oversaw a gladiatorial limited combat between the clans of Kay and Quhele (Clan Chattan) in Perth on 28
April 1396. David of Carrick progressively acted independently of his father taking control of the Stewart
lands in the southwest while maintaining his links with the Drummonds of his mother and all at a time
when Fife’s influence in central Scotland remained strong.
Robert III again exhibited his new resolve when in December 1404 he created a new regality in the
Stewartry for his sole remaining son and heir James now earl of Carrick—an act designed to prevent these
lands falling into Albany’s hands. By 28 October 1405 Robert III had returned to Dundonald Castle in
Ayrshire. With the king’s health failing, it was decided in the winter of 1405–6 to send the young prince to
France out of the reach of Albany. Despite this, the manner of James’s flight from Scotland was unplanned.
In February 1406, the 12-year-old James together with Orkney and Fleming at the head of a large group of
followers left the safety of Bishop Wardlaw’s protection in St Andrews and journeyed through the hostile
Douglas territories of east Lothian—an act probably designed to demonstrate James’s royal endorsement of
his custodians but also a move by his custodians to further their own interests in the traditional Douglas
heartlands. Events went seriously wrong for James and he had to escape to the Bass Rock in the Firth of
Forth along with the earl of Orkney after his escorts were attacked by James Douglas of Balvenie and
which resulted in Sir David Fleming’s death. Their confinement on the rock was to last for over a month
before a ship from Danzig, en route for France picked them up. On 22 March 1406 the ship was taken by
English pirates off Flamborough Head who delivered James to King Henry IV of England. Robert III had
moved to Rothesay castle where, after hearing of his son’s captivity, died 4 April 1406 and was buried in
the Stewart foundation abbey of Paisley.

2 Family and issue
Robert III married Anabella Drummond, the daughter of Sir John Drummond of Stobhall and Lady Mary
Montifex, daughter of Sir William Montifex. The marriage resulted in seven children:
•

David, Duke of Rothesay (b. 24 Oct 1378- d. 26 Mar 1402), who was betrothed to Elizabeth
Dunbar but later married Marjory Douglas, the daughter of Archibald Douglas, 3rd Earl of Douglas
and Jean Moray (or Joanna Moravia) of Strathearn.

•

Robert (died in infancy)

•

James I of Scotland (Dec 1394 - 21 Feb 1437)

•

Margaret (died between 1450 and 1456) married Archibald Douglas, 4th Earl of Douglas, the son of
Archibald Douglas, 3rd Earl of Douglas and Joanna de Moravia of Strathearn.

•

Mary, Married 1st George Douglas, 1st Earl of Angus; Married 2nd Sir James Kennedy the
Younger; Betrothed to Sir William Cunningham; Married 3rd to Sir William Graham of
Kincardine; Married 4th Sir William Edmonstone of Culloden and 1st of Duntreath (ancestors of
the Edmonstone baronets)

•

Elizabeth, married James Douglas, 1st Lord Dalkeith, son of Sir James Douglas and Agnes Dunbar

•

Egidia; she died in infancy
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•

Robert III also had at least two natural children:
•

James Stewart of Killbride

•

John Stewart of Ardgowan and Blackhall, who was an ancestor to the Shaw-Stewart baronets

3 Historiography
Abbot Walter Bower reported that Robert III described himself as “the worst of kings and the most
miserable of men”. Gordon Donaldson in his general history Scottish Kings (1967) agrees and writes of the
first two Stewart kings “that a famous dynasty, which was to produce so many men of remarkable ability...
made a somewhat pedestrian beginning”. He immediately qualifies this statement with “it is true that the
sources, both record and narrative, are scanty”. He goes further and explains “admittedly, no attempt has
yet been made to bring the resources of modern historical research to bear on Robert II and Robert III... but
it is beyond the bounds of probability that even if this is done either of them will emerge as a man who did
much positively to shape Scottish history.” When Robert III re-established his personal rule in 1393
Donaldson characterises it as a period of anarchy and of a king who couldn’t control his brothers Albany
and Buchan nor his son Rothesay.
Ranald Nicholson agrees with Donaldson in his Scotland: The Later Middle Ages (1974) and describes
Robert III as a failure, like his father, because he wasn’t dominant. Nicholson’s opinion was that in his
period as lieutenant in the 1380s, John - Robert, earl of Carrick, was incapable of dealing with the
breakdown of law and order citing the number of legal cases. The lameness of Carrick after being kicked
by a horse was explained by Nicholson as the excuse needed to have him replaced by his brother Robert,
earl of Fife as the king’s lieutenant. Nicholson writes “nothing much was to be hoped for in the heir
apparent” and goes on to blame Robert III for the destruction of Forres and Elgin despite the lieutenancy of
Fife at the time.
Andrew Barrell in his book Medieval Scotland (2000) puts forward that the first two Stewart kings “had
difficulty in asserting themselves, partly because their dynasty was new to kingship and needed to establish
itself”. Robert III’s period of personal rule from 1393 was “disastrous” according to Barrell, and was
exemplified by the king’s failure to re-take the royal fortress of Dumbarton. Barrell’s final assessment of
Robert III was of a man crippled in body and incapable or averse to personally confronting Albany but
sought to do so through promoting the status of his sons, and even then he failed.
Alexander Grant in Independence and Nationhood (1984) found Robert III to be “probably Scotland’s least
impressive king”. Grant puts this into perspective and writes that it is notable that Robert III’s reign could
have been worse compared to the turmoil and violence experienced in England and France when ruled by
weak kings—even on Robert’s death, Scotland didn’t descend into open civil war but was restricted to
positioning among the royal family and its magnate groupings. Grant, in The New Cambridge Medieval
History, explains that the 13th-century Scottish kings ruled with the endorsement of practically all of the
political classes but that none of the 14thcentury kings, from Robert I to Robert III, did so and retained
loyalty by the use of patronage. The benefits of this were outweighed by the disadvantages—alienated
lands reduced crown income, endowments had the same effect, the estates granted to nobles and church
often in regality led to a loss of royal attendance within these territories and contributed to a diminishment
of authority.

80

Michael Lynch suggests that the earlier 20th-century historians made hasty evaluations of both Robert II
and Robert III, when they characterised them as “pathetically weak personalities” and their reigns as
“nineteen years of senility and sixteen of infirmity”. Lynch also makes the point that the complaints made
in the later chronicles of lawlessness and disturbance in the country was mainly confined to the north with
the king’s brother Alexander, lord of Badenoch and earl of Buchan at its root. The death of John, lord of
the Isles heralded a state of dissension between the lordship and the crown that was to last for two
generations and which even Robert III’s successor James I was unable to deal with properly. Lynch states
that much of the troubles during Robert III’s reign derived from the sharp deterioration of the royal
revenues. The unruliness of northern Scotland was the result of competing factions within the royal
family—Lynch suggests that the weakness in kingship before 1406 “can be exaggerated” citing Buchan’s
enforced appearance at Robert III’s council to answer for his incendiary attack on Elgin and its cathedral
and Albany’s obtainment of a submission from the lord of the Isles.
In Stephen Boardman’s The Early Stewart Kings, the younger Robert, then John, earl of Carrick, is shown
to be an energetic ambitious man and fully engaged in the running of the country, at the centre of AngloScottish diplomacy, and who became the pre-eminent magnate in Scotland and whose political importance
south of the Forth would eclipse that of his father’s. Boardman describes how in 1384 he callously
engineered the council to remove his father from power and to place it in his hands. Many of the problems
of Robert III’s rule, Boardman argues, stemmed from the death of his brother-in-law and close ally James,
earl of Douglas at Otterburnn in 1388 when his deliberately constructed and powerful affinity south of the
Forth crumbled. That same year Carrick lost the lieutenancy to his brother Robert earl of Fife that was,
Boardman suggests, a blow to the future king’s standing and one from which he would not fully recover.
According to Boardman, when Robert became king in 1390 he was the victim of his father’s style of
government characterised by Robert II’s creation of his sons, sons-in-law, and other major territorial nobles
as powerful magnates to whom he delegated extensive authority—as a result Robert III’s brothers refused
to act simply as liegemen to the king. Robert III, already weakened by council when he ascended the throne
was in the end completely subordinated to the magnatial power of Albany and Douglas.

4 Fictional portrayals
Robert III has been depicted in historical novels. They include:
•

The Fair Maid of Perth (1828) by Walter Scott. The novel covers events from 1396 to 1402,
depicting “Scottish Clan feuds” and other disturbances in Robert III’s reign. Robert III himself,
David Stewart, Duke of Rothesay, and Robert Stewart, Duke of Albany are prominently depicted.
Archibald the Grim, Earl of Douglas stands out among the secondary characters.

•

The Lords of Misrule (1976) by Nigel Tranter. Covers events from c. 1388 to 1390. Depicting the
last years of Robert II of Scotland and the rise of Robert III to the throne. As the elderly king has
grown “feeble, weary and half-blind”, his sons, daughters and other nobles campaign for power. An
ungoverned Scotland is ravaged by their conflicts. Robert Stewart, Duke of Albany and Alexander
Stewart, Earl of Buchan are prominently featured.
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•

A Folly of Princes (1977) by Nigel Tranter. Covers events from c. 1390 to 1402. Robert III turns
out to be a weak king. His son David Stewart, Duke of Rothesay, and brother Robert Stewart, Duke
of Albany rival each other for political power in his court. But the struggle attracts the attention of
Richard II and Henry IV, leading to English
involvement.

•

The Captive Crown (1977) by Nigel Tranter. Covers
events from 1402 to 1411. It depicts the last few years in
the reign of Robert III, the captivity of James I of
Scotland at the hands of Henry IV and the events back in
Scotland. Concluding with the Battle of Harlaw.

His son James I Stewart, King of Scotland is the Rodger
ancestor.

Anabella Drummond 38
(1350 – 1401)
[Author’s 18th Great Grandmother]
Anabella Drummond (1350–1401) was the Queen Consort of
Scotland: Wife of Robert III of Scotland.

1 Family
She was the daughter of Sir John Drummond, of Stobhall, near
Perth, 11th Thane of Lennox and Chief of Clan Drummond, and
Mary Montifex. Her father’s sister was Margaret Drummond,
the second wife of David II of Scotland.

2 Life
She married John Stewart (the future Robert III of Scotland) in
1367. Soon, she was enveloped in a power struggle with her
husband’s brother, Robert. Since Anabella and John did have
two daughters, but no sons for several years, he was a supporter
of a law that would bar women from inheriting the throne.
Anabella was crowned with her husband at Scone Palace when
he came to the throne in 1390. She had more children until she
was past forty and had her last child, the future James I of
Scotland, in 1394.
Robert, an invalid since 1384 due to an accident with a horse, grew increasingly despondent and
incompetent throughout the 1390s. During this time he is said to have said to his wife that he should be
buried in a dung heap with the epitaph “Here lies the worst of kings and the most miserable of men”.
Anabella was prompted to take matters into her own hands. Protecting the interests of her oldest son,
David, she arranged a great tournament in 1398 in Edinburgh, where her oldest son was knighted. In April
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of that year she also called a council where he was created Duke of Rothesay and Lieutenant of the Realm
in the same year. Shortly after his mother’s death he would be imprisoned by his uncle and died in
mysterious circumstances.
The Fife burgh of Inverkeithing was a favorite residence of the queen. Her presence is still recalled in the
sandstone font, decorated with angels and heraldry, which she presented to the parish church of the town,
one of Scotland’s finest surviving pieces of late medieval sculpture.

3 Issue
Anabella had several children with Robert III:
•

Elizabeth, married James Douglas, 1st Baron Dalkeith

•

Mary, married first to George Douglas, 1st Earl of Angus, second to Sir James Kennedy the
Younger (by whom she had Gilbert Kennedy, 1st Lord Kennedy), third to William Graham of
Kincardine, and fourth to Sir William Edmonstone of Duntreath.

•

Egidia, died young

•

Margaret, married Archibald Douglas, 4th Earl of Douglas

•

Robert, died young

•

David, later Duke of Rothesay

•

James, later King of Scots

4 Death
Anabella died in Scone Palace in October 1401, and was buried at her birthplace of Dunfermline. With the
loss of her protection, her eldest son David would become the prey of his uncle, Robert Stewart, Duke of
Albany, dying shortly after.
Her son James I Stewart, King of Scotland is the Rodger ancestor.

____________________________________________________________
____________________
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Part II: King James I to Chicago Rodger’s
Here in Part II of Volume III we begin the “final” Scottish line of descendants that reaches the Chicago
Rodger’s. It is at this point that the earlier line of Scottish ancestors, starting in year 810, joins the line of
English ancestors from Volume II. Many of those were Kings of England in the House of Plantagenets.
Ancestors preceding those in Volume II were mostly from continental Europe and were described in
Volume I. As we “descend” along these lines in Part II we encounter more and more recent ancestors who
were not mentioned by historians or other chroniclers. Thus their descriptions will be less detailed than
what we would prefer. Luckily, the members of Ancestry.Com have developed sufficient information to
enable us to find connections between them. It is really a form of “crowd sourcing.” So “welcome to the
crowd!”

James I of Scotland 39 (1394 – 1437)
[Author’s 17th Great Grandfather]
James I (late July 1394 – 21 February 1437), King of Scotland from 1406, was the son of King Robert III
and Annabella Drummond. He was the last of three sons and by the time he was eight both of his elder
brothers were dead—Robert had died in infancy but David, Duke of Rothesay died suspiciously in
Falkland Castle while being detained by his uncle, Robert, Duke of Albany. Although parliament
exonerated Albany, fears for James’s safety grew during the winter of 1405–6 and plans were made to send
him to France. In February 1406, James was accompanying nobles close to his father when they clashed
with supporters of Archibald, 4th Earl of Douglas, forcing the prince to take refuge in the castle of the Bass
Rock, a small islet in the Firth of Forth. He remained there until mid-March, when he boarded a vessel
bound for France, but on 22 March while off the English coast, pirates captured the ship and delivered
James to Henry IV of England. Two weeks later, on 4 April the ailing Robert III died, and the 12-year-old
uncrowned King of Scots began his 18-year detention.
James was given a good education at the English court, where he developed respect for English methods of
governance and for Henry V to the extent that he served in the English army against the French during
1420–1. The Scottish king’s cousin Murdoch Stewart, Albany’s son, a captive in England since 1402 was
traded for Henry Percy, Earl of Northumberland in 1416. Eight more years passed before James was
ransomed by which time Murdoch had succeeded his father to the dukedom and the governorship of
Scotland. James married Joan Beaufort, daughter of the Earl of Somerset in February 1424 shortly before
his release in April when they journeyed to Scotland. This was not altogether a popular re-entry to Scottish
affairs, since James had fought on behalf of Henry V and at times against Scottish forces in France. Noble
families would now not only have to pay increased taxes to cover the £40,000 ransom repayments but
would also have to provide hostages as security. Despite this, James held qualities that were admired. The
contemporary Scotichronicon by Walter Bower described James as excelling at sport and appreciative of
literature and music. Unlike his father and grandfather he did not take mistresses, but had many children by
his consort, Queen Joan. The king had a strong desire to impose law and order on his subjects, but applied
it selectively at times.
To bolster his authority and secure the position of the crown, James launched pre-emptive attacks on some
of his nobles beginning in 1425 with his close kinsmen the Albany Stewarts resulting in the execution of
Duke Murdoch and his sons. In 1428 James detained Alexander, Lord of the Isles, while attending a
parliament in Inverness. Archibald, 5th Earl of Douglas, was arrested in 1431, followed by George, Earl of
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March, in 1434. The plight of the ransom hostages held in England was ignored and the repayment money
was diverted into the construction of Linlithgow Palace and other grandiose schemes.
In August 1436, James failed humiliatingly in his siege of the English held Roxburgh Castle and then faced
an ineffective attempt by Sir Robert Graham to arrest him at a general council. James was murdered at
Perth on the night of 20/21 February 1437 in a failed coup by
his uncle and former ally Walter Stewart, Earl of Atholl.
Queen Joan, although wounded, managed to evade the
attackers and was eventually reunited with her son James II in
Edinburgh Castle.

1 King in captivity
James, now the uncrowned King of Scots, began what proved
to be his 18-year period as a hostage while at the same time
Albany transitioned from his position of lieutenant to that of
governor. Albany took James’s lands under his own control
depriving the king of income and any of the regalia of his
position and was referred to in records as 'the son of the late
king'. The king had a small household of Scots that included
Henry Sinclair, Earl of Orkney, Alexander Seaton, the
nephew of Sir David Fleming, and Orkney’s brother John
Sinclair following the earl’s return to Scotland. In time,
James’s household—now paid for by the English—changed
from high-ranking individuals to less notable men. Henry IV
treated the young James well, providing him with a good
education. James was ideally placed to observe Henry’s
methods of kingship and political control having probably
been admitted into the royal household on reaching
adulthood. James used personal visits from his nobles coupled
with letters to individuals to maintain his visibility in his
kingdom. Henry died in 1413 and his son, Henry V,
immediately ended James’s comparative freedom initially
holding him in the Tower of London along with the other
Scottish prisoners. One of these prisoners was James’s
cousin, Murdoch Stewart, Albany’s son, who had been
captured in 1402 at the Battle of Homildon Hill. Initially held
apart but from 1413 until Murdoch’s release in 1415 they
were together in the Tower and at Windsor Castle.
By 1420, James’s standing at Henry V 's court improved
greatly; he ceased to be regarded as a hostage and more of a
guest. James’s value to Henry became apparent in 1420 when
he accompanied the English king to France where his
presence was used against the Scots fighting on the
Dauphinist side. Following the English success at the siege of
Melun, a town southeast of Paris, the contingent of Scots
were hanged for treason against their king. After his return to
England, James attended Queen Catherine 's coronation on 23
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February 1421 receiving an honoured position of sitting immediately on the queen’s left at the coronation
banquet. In March, Henry began a circuit of the important towns in England as a show of strength and it
was during this tour that James was knighted on Saint George’s day. By July, the two kings were back
campaigning in France where James, evidently approving of Henry’s methods of kingship, seemed content
to endorse the English king’s desire for the French crown. Henry appointed the Duke of Bedford and James
as the joint commanders of the siege of Dreux on 18 July 1421 and on 20 August they received the
surrender of the garrison. Henry died of dysentery on 31 August 1422 and in September James was part of
the escort taking the English king’s body back to London.
The regency council of the infant King Henry VI was inclined to have James released as soon as possible.
In the early months of 1423 their attempts to resolve the issue met with little response from the Scots,
clearly influenced by the Albany Stewarts and adherents. Archibald, Earl of Douglas was an astute and
adaptable power in Southern Scotland whose influence even eclipsed that of the Albany Stewarts. Despite
his complicity in James’s brother’s death in Albany’s castle in 1402 Douglas was still able to engage with
the king. From 1421, Douglas had been in regular contact with James and they formed an alliance that was
to prove pivotal in 1423. Although Douglas was the pre-eminent Scottish magnate his position in the
borders and Lothians was jeopardized—not only did he have to forcibly retake Edinburgh Castle from his
own designated warden but was very likely under threat from the earls of Angus and March. In return for
James’s endorsement of Douglas’s position in the kingdom, the earl was able to deliver his affinity in the
cause of the king’s homecoming. Also, the relationship between Murdoch—now Duke of Albany
following his father’s death in 1420—and his own appointee Bishop William Lauder seemed to be under
strain perhaps evidence of an influential grouping at odds with Murdoch’s stance. Pressure from these
advocates for the king almost certainly compelled Murdoch to agree to a general council in August 1423
when it was agreed that a mission should be sent to England to negotiate James’s release. James’s
relationship with the House of Lancaster changed in February 1423 when he married Joan Beaufort, a
cousin of Henry VI and the niece of Thomas, Duke of Exeter and Henry, Bishop of Winchester. A ransom
treaty of £40,000 sterling (less a dowry remittance of 10,000 marks) was agreed at Durham on 28 March
1424 to which James attached his own seal. The king and queen escorted by English and Scottish nobles
reached Melrose Abbey on 5 April and were met by Albany who relinquished his governor’s seal of office.

2 Personal rule
2.1 First acts
Throughout the 15th century, Scottish kings suffered from a lack of crown revenue and James’s reign was
no exception. The Albany regency had also been constrained with Duke Robert owed his fees of
governorship. For the nobility, royal patronage ceased entirely following James’s capture; irregular forms
of political favours emerged with Albany allowing nobles such as the earl of Douglas and his brother
James to remove funds from the customs. It was against this backdrop that James’s coronation took place at
Scone on 21 May 1424. The coronation parliament of the Three Estates witnessed the king perform a
knighthood ceremony for eighteen prominent nobles including Alexander Stewart, Murdoch’s son; an
event probably intended to foster loyalty to the crown within the political community. Called primarily to
discuss issues surrounding the finance of the ransom payments, the parliament heard James underline his
position and authority as monarch. He ensured the passing of legislation designed to substantially improve
crown income by revoking the patronage of royal predecessors and guardians. The earls of Douglas and
Mar were immediately affected by this when their ability to remove large sums from the customs was
blocked. Despite this, James was still dependent on the nobility— especially Douglas—for its support and
initially adopted a less confrontational stance. The early exception to this was Walter Stewart, Albany’s
son. Walter was the heir to the earldom of Lennox and had been in open revolt against his father during
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1423 for not giving way to his younger brother Alexander for this title. He also disagreed with his father’s
acquiescence to the return of James to Scotland. James had Walter arrested on 13 May 1424 and
imprisoned on the Bass Rock—at this time, this was probably in Murdoch’s interests as well as James’s. It
is probable that the king felt unable to move against the rest of the Albany Stewarts while Murdoch’s
brother, John Stewart, Earl of Buchan and Archibald, Earl of Douglas were fighting the English on the
Dauphinist cause in France. Buchan, a leader with an international reputation, commanded the large
Scottish army but both he and Douglas fell at the Battle of Verneuil in August 1424 and the Scottish army
routed. The loss of his brother and the large fighting force left Murdoch politically exposed.
2.2 A ruthless and acquisitive king
Douglas’s death at Verneuill was to weaken the position of his son Archibald, the 5th earl. On 12 October
1424, the king and Archibald met at Melrose Abbey ostensibly to agree the appointment of John Fogo, a
monk of Melrose, to the abbacy. The meeting may also have been intended as an official acceptance of
Douglas but it signaled a change in the Black Douglas predominance vis-à-vis the crown and other nobles.
Important Douglas allies died in France and some of their heirs realigned with rival nobles through blood
ties while at the same time Douglas experienced a loosening of allegiances in the Lothians and, with the
loss of his command over Edinburgh Castle, this all served to improve James’s position. Even though,
James continued to retain Black Douglas support allowing him to begin a campaign of political alienation
of Albany and his family. The king’s rancor directed at Duke Murdoch had its roots in the past—Duke
Robert was responsible for his brother David’s death and neither Robert nor Murdoch exerted themselves
in negotiating James’s release and must have left the king with the suspicion that they held aspirations for
the throne itself. Buchan’s lands did not fall to the Albany Stewarts but were forfeited by the crown,
Albany’s father-in-law, Duncan, Earl of Lennox was imprisoned and in December the duke’s main ally
Alexander Stewart, Earl of Mar settled his differences with the king. An acrimonious sitting of parliament
in March 1425 precipitated the arrest of Murdoch, Isabella, his wife, and his son Alexander—of Albany’s
other sons Walter was already in prison and James, his youngest, also known as James the Fat, escaped into
the Lennox.
James the Fat led the men of Lennox and Argyll in open rebellion against the crown and this may have
been what the king needed to bring a charge of treason against the Albany Stewarts. Murdoch, his sons
Walter and Alexander and Duncan, Earl of Lennox were in Stirling Castle for their trial on 18 May at a
specially convened parliament. An assize of seven earls and fourteen lesser nobles were appointed to hear
the evidence that linked the prisoners to the rebellion in the Lennox. The four men were condemned,
Walter on 24 May and the others on 25 May and immediately beheaded in 'front of the castle'. James
demonstrated a ruthless and avaricious side to his nature in the destruction of his close family, the Albany
Stewarts, that yielded the three forfeited earldoms of Fife, Menteith and Lennox. An enquiry set up by
James in 1424 into the dispersal of crown estates since the reign of Robert I exposed legal defects in a
number of transactions where the earldoms of Mar, March and Strathearn together with the Black Douglas
lordships of Selkirk and Wigtown were found to be problematic. Strathearn and March were forfeited in
1427 and 1435 respectively. Mar was forfeited in 1435 on the earl’s death without heir, which also meant
that the lordships of Garioch and Badenoch reverted to the crown. James sought to boost his income further
through taxation and succeeded in getting parliament to pass legislation in 1424 for a tax to go towards
paying off the ransom—£26,000 was raised but James sent only £12,000 to England. By 1429, James
stopped the ransom payments completely and used the remainder of the taxation on buying cannons and
luxury goods from Flanders. Following a fire in the castle of Linlithgow in 1425, funds were also diverted
to the building of Linlithgow Palace, which continued until James’s death in 1437 and absorbed an
estimated one tenth of royal income.
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2.3 Relations with the church
James asserted his authority not only over the nobility but also upon the Church and lamented that King
David I 's benevolence towards the Church proved costly to his successors and that he was 'a sari sancta to
the croon'. James also considered that the monastic institutions in particular needed improvement and that
they should return to being strictly ordered communities. Part of James’s solution was to create an
assembly of overseeing abbots and followed this up by establishing an Arthurian priory at Perth to provide
other religious houses with an example of internal conduct. He also sought to influence Church attitudes to
his policies by having his own clerics appointed to the bishoprics of Dunblane, Dunkeld, Glasgow and
Moray. In March 1425, James’s parliament directed that all bishops must instruct their clerics to offer up
prayers for the king and his family; a year later, parliament toughened up this edict insisting that the
prayers be given at every mass under sanction of a fine and severe rebuke. This same parliament legislated
that every person in Scotland should 'be governed under the king’s laws and statutes of this realm only'.
From this, laws were enacted in 1426 to restrict the actions of prelates whether it was to regulate their need
to travel to the Roman Curia or their ability to purchase additional ecclesiastical positions while there. In
James’s parliament of July 1427, it is evident that statute being enacted had the purpose of reducing the
powers of the church jurisdiction.
On 25 July 1431, the general council of the Church convened in Basel but its initial full meeting did not
take place until 14 December by which time Pope Eugenius and the council were in complete
disagreement. It was the council and not the pope who requested that James send representatives of the
Scottish church and it is known that two delegates—Abbot Thomas Livingston of Dundrenanan and John
de Winchester, canon of Moray and a servant of the king—were in attendance in November and December
1432. In 1433 James, this time in response to a summons by the pope, appointed two bishops, two abbots
and four dignatories to attend the council. Twenty–eight Scottish ecclesiasts attended at intervals from
1434 to 1437 but the majority of the higher-ranking churchmen sent proxy attendees but Bishops John
Cameron of Glasgow and John de Crannach of Brechin attended in person, as did Abbot Patrick
Wotherspoon of Holyrood. Even in the midst of the Basel general council, Pope Eugenius instructed his
legate, Bishop Antonio Altan of Urbino, to meet with James to raise the issue of the king’s controversial
anti-barratry laws of 1426. The Bishop of Urbino arrived in Scotland in December 1436 and apparently
reconciliation between James and the papal legate had taken place by the middle of February 1437 but the
events of 21 February when James was assassinated prevented the legate from completing his commission.
2.4 Foreign policy
James’s release in 1424 did not herald a new Scottish relationship with its southern neighbour. He didn't
become the submissive king that the English council had hoped for but instead emerged as a confident and
independently minded European monarch. The only substantive matters of contention between the two
kingdoms were the payments due under the terms of James’s release and the renewal of the truce that
would expire in 1430. In 1428 after setbacks on the battlefield Charles VII of France sent his ambassador
Regnault of Chartres, Archbishop of Rheims to Scotland to persuade James to renew the Auld Alliance —
the terms were to include the marriage of the princess Margaret to Louis, the dauphin of France, and a gift
of the province of Saintonge to James. The ratification of the treaty by Charles took place in October 1428
and James, now with the intended marriage of his daughter into the French royal family and the possession
of French lands, had his political importance in Europe boosted.
The effectiveness of the alliance with France had virtually ceased after Verneuil and its renewal in 1428 did
not alter that—James adopted a much more non-aligned position with England, France and Burgundy
while at the same time opening up diplomatic contacts with Aragon, Austria, Castile, Denmark, Milan,
Naples and the Vatican. Generally, Scotto–English relations were relatively amiable and an extension of
the truce until 1436 helped the English cause in France and the promises made in 1428 of a Scottish army
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to help Charles VII and the marriage of James’s eldest daughter to the French king’s son Louis were
unrealised. James had to balance his European responses carefully–England’s ally, the Duke of Burgundy
whose possessions included Scotland’s major trading partners, the Low Countries, ensured support for
France would be muted. The truce with England expired in May 1436 but James’s perception of the AngloFrench conflict changed following a realignment of the combatants. The breakdown of the talks between
England and France in 1435 precipitated an alliance between Burgundy and France and a request from
France for Scottish involvement in the war and for the fulfillment of the promised marriage of Princess
Margaret to the Dauphin. In the spring of 1436 Princess Margaret sailed to France and in August Scotland
entered the war with James leading a large army to lay siege to the English enclave of Roxburgh Castle.
The campaign was to prove pivotal, the Book of Pluscarden describes ' a detestable split and most
unworthy difference arising from jealousy ' within the Scottish camp and the historian Michael Brown
explains that a contemporary source has James appointing his young and inexperienced cousin Robert
Stewart of Atholl as the constable of the host ahead of the experienced march wardens, the earls of Douglas
and Angus. Brown explains that both earls possessed considerable local interests and that the effects of
such a large army living off the land may have created considerable resentment and hostility in the area.
When the militant prelates of York and Durham together with the Earl of Northumberland took their forces
into the marches to relieve the fortress, the Scots swiftly retreated—a chronicle written a year later said that
the Scots 'had fled wretchedly and ignominiously'—but the effects and the manner of the defeat and the
loss of their expensive artillery was a major reversal for James both in terms of foreign policy and internal
authority.

3 Assassination
3.1 Background
Walter Stewart was the youngest of Robert II 's sons and the only one not to have been provided with an
earldom during his father’s lifetime. Walter’s brother, David, earl of Strathearn and Caithness had died
before 5 March 1389 when his daughter Euphemia was first recorded as countess of Strathearn. Walter,
now ward to his niece, administered Strathearn for the next decade and a half during which time he aided
his brother Robert, Earl of Fife and Guardian of Scotland by enforcing law and order upon another brother
Alexander, lord of Badenoch—he again supported Robert (now Duke of Albany) against their nephew,
David, Duke of Rothesay in 1402. Albany most likely engineered the marriage of Euphemia to one of his
affinity, Patrick Graham and by doing so ended Walter’s involvement in Strathearn. Duke Robert, possibly
to make up for the loss of the fruits of Strathearn, made Walter earl of Atholl and Lord of Methven. In
1413, Graham was killed in a quarrel with his own principal servant in the earldom, John Drummond.
The Drummond kindred were close to Atholl and the earl’s renewed involvement in Strathearn as ward to
Graham’s son despite strong opposition from Albany hint at Atholl’s possible party to the murder. The bad
blood now existing between Albany and Atholl led James on his return to Scotland in 1424 to ally himself
with Earl Walter, his uncle. Atholl participated at the assize that sat over the 24/25 May 1425 that tried and
found the prominent members of the Albany Stewarts guilty of rebellion- their executions followed swiftly.
James granted Atholl the positions of Sheriff of Perth and Justicier and also the earldom of Strathearn but
this, significantly, in life-rent only—acts that confirmed Earl Walter’s policing remit given by Albany and
his already effective grip on Strathearn. Atholl’s elder son, David had been one of the hostages sent to
England as a condition of James’s release and had died there in 1434— his younger son, Alan died in the
king’s service at the Battle of Inverlochy in 1431. David’s son Robert was now Atholl’s heir and both were
now in line to the throne after the young Prince James. James continued to show favour to Atholl and
appointed his grandson Robert as his personal chamberlain but by 1437, after a series of setbacks at the
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hands of James, the earl and Robert probably viewed the king’s actions as a prelude to further acquisitions
at Atholl’s expense. Atholl’s hold on the rich earldom of Strathearn was weak and both he and Robert
would have realised that after the earl’s death Strathearn would have reverted to the crown. This meant that
Robert’s holdings would have been the relatively impoverished earldoms of Caithness and Atholl and
amounted to no more than what was in the Earl Walter’s possession in the years between 1406 and 1416.
The retreat from Roxburgh exposed the king to questions regarding his control over his subjects, his
military competence and his diplomatic abilities yet he remained determined to continue with the war
against England. Just two months after the Roxburgh fiasco, James called a general council in October
1436 to finance further hostilities through more taxation. The estates firmly resisted this and their
opposition was articulated by their speaker Sir Robert Graham, a former Albany attendant but now a
servant of Atholl. The council then witnessed an unsuccessful attempt by Graham to arrest the king
resulting in the knight’s imprisonment followed by banishment but James did not see Graham’s actions as
part of any extended threat. In January 1437, Atholl received yet another rebuff in his own heartlands when
James overturned the chapter of Dunkeld Cathedral whose nominee was replaced by the king’s nephew and
firm supporter, James Kennedy.
3.2 Conspiracy and regicide
The reaction against the king at the general council had shown Atholl that James was not only on the backfoot but his political standing had received a huge set-back and may have convinced the earl that James’s
death was now a viable course of action. Atholl had seen how assertive action by two of his brothers at
different times had allowed them to take control of the kingdom and that as James’s nearest adult relative,
the earl must have considered that decisive intervention on his part at this time could prove to be equally
successful.
The destruction of the Albany Stewarts in 1425 appears to have played a significant part in the conspiracy
against the king. Their judicial killing and forfeiture of their lands impacted on the servants who
administered and depended on these estates for their living. The vacuum left by this was filled by Atholl in
whose employment many of these disaffected Albany men appear. These included Sir Robert Graham who
only three months earlier had attempted to arrest the king at the Perth council, and the brothers Christopher
and Robert Chambers. Even although Robert Chambers was a member of the Royal household, the old
Albany ties were stronger.
A general council was held in Atholl’s heartland in Perth on 4 February 1437 and crucially for the
conspirators, the king and queen had remained in the town at their lodgings in the Blackfriars monastery. In
the evening of 20 February 1437 the king and queen were in their rooms and separated from most of their
servants. Atholl’s grandson and heir Robert Stewart, the king’s chamberlain, allowed his co-conspirators—
thought to number about thirty—led by Robert Graham and the Chambers brothers access to the building.
James was alerted to the men’s presence giving the king time to hide in a sewer tunnel but with its exit
recently blocked off to prevent tennis balls getting lost, James was trapped and killed.
3.3 Aftermath
The assassins had achieved their priority in killing the king but the queen, although wounded, had escaped.
Importantly, the six-year-old king, now James II, had been safeguarded from Atholl’s control by the
removal of the earl’s associate, John Spens, from his role as James’s custodian. Spens vanished from the
records following the regicide but the re-allocation of his positions and lands immediately following the
murder indicate his part in the plot. Yet, in the chaos following the murder, it appeared that the queen’s
attempt to position herself as regent was not guaranteed. No surviving documentation exists that suggest
that there was any general feeling of horror or condemnation aimed at the murderers. It was possible that
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had the botched attempt at killing the queen succeeded and had Atholl taken control of the young king then
his attempted coup might have succeeded. The queen’s small group of loyal supporters that included the
Earl of Angus and William Crichton ensured her continued hold of James. This in itself greatly reinforced
her situation but Atholl still had followers. By the first week of March neither side seemed to have
ascendancy and the Bishop of Urbino, the pope’s envoy, called for the council to pursue a peaceful
outcome.
His assassin had this to say:
“... Yet I do not doubt but that you shall see the day and time that you shall pray for my soul, for the
great good that I have done to you, and to all in this realm of Scotland, that I have thus slain and
delivered you of so cruel a tyrant...”
— Sir Robert Graham
Despite this by the middle of March it is probable that both Angus and Crichton had mobilised to move
against Atholl. It is equally likely that Atholl had gathered his forces to resist incursions into his
heartlands—on 7 March the queen and the council entreated the burgess ' of Perth to resist the forces of the
'felon traitors’.
The position of Atholl and his circle of close supporters only collapsed after Earl Walter’s heir Robert
Stewart had been captured and who, in Shirley’s account, confessed to his part in the crime. Walter was
taken prisoner by Angus and held at the Edinburgh Tollbooth where he was tried and beheaded on 26
March 1437, the day after the coronation of the young James II. Sir Robert Graham, the leader of the band
of assassins was captured by former Atholl allies and was tried at a session of the council sitting at Stirling
castle and subsequently executed sometime shortly after 9 April.
Queen Joan’s pursuit of the regency ended probably at the council of June 1437 when Archibald, 5th Earl
of Douglas was appointed to act as lieutenant general of the kingdom.
King James’ embalmed heart may have been taken on pilgrimage to the Holy Land following his interment
at Perth Charterhouse, as the Exchequer Rolls of Scotland for 1443 note the payment of £90 to cover the
costs of a knight of the Order of St John who had returned it to the Charterhouse from the Island of Rhodes.

4 Historiography
The king, was of medium height, a little on the short side, with a well-proportioned body and large bones,
strong limbed and unbelievably active, so that he
... would challenge any one of his magnates of any size to wrestle with him.
According to Walter Bower, Abbot of Inchcolm (written 1424)
... [the king was] stocky and weighed down with fat [with] clear and piercing eyes
So said the future Pope Pius II, Eneas Silvius Piccolomini (written 1435)
James was a paradoxical figure. Although a prisoner of England he still received a good education and
developed into a cultured individual becoming a poet, an accomplished musician and skilled in sports.
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Walter Bower, abbot of Inchcolm, lists James’s qualities as a musician— 'not just as an enthusiastic
amateur' but a master, 'another Orpheus.' His mastery included the organ, drum, flute and lyre. James’s
sporting abilities such as wrestling, hammer throwing, archery and jousting are also listed by Bower. He
described James as possessing an 'eagerness’ in 'literary composition and writing', the best known of which
is his love poem, The Kingis Quair. Bower characterised the king as 'a tower, a lion, a light, a jewel, a
pillar and a leader' and was 'our law giver king' who ended the 'thieving, dishonest conduct and plundering'.
Abbot Bower also described the king as capable of stabbing a near relative through the hand for creating a
disturbance at court. The abbot was generally supportive of James but that he and others’ regretted the
demise of the Albany Stewarts and that he was confounded by James’s greed for territory and wealth.
The first 20th century history of James I was written by E.W.M. Balfour-Melville in 1936 and continued
the theme of James as the strong upholder of law and order and when describing Albany’s trial and
execution he writes 'the King had proved that high rank was no defence for lawlessness; the crown was
enriched by the revenues of Fife, Menteith and Lennox'. Balfour- Melville views James as a lawmaker and
a 'reformer' whose legislation was aimed at not only increasing the position of the king but of parliament.
Michael Lynch describes how James’s positive reputation began immediately after his death when the
Bishop of Urbino kissed James’s wounds and declared him to be a martyr. He suggests that the praise of
the pro-James Scottish chroniclers and also of some modern historians to 'find strong king’s to applaud'
should not diminish the extent of parliament’s ability to restrain the king nor minimise the confrontation
that took place between James and a more self-assured parliament. Stephen Boardman takes the view that
by the time of his death James had succeeded in breaking down the constraints on the exercise of royal
authority that were rooted in the 'settlement of the kingdom' by Robert II. Christine McGladdery describes
how opposing views were the result of 'competing propaganda after the murder'. To those who were glad to
see the king dead, James was a tyrant who without reason aggressively assailed the nobility imposing
forfeiture on their estates and who 'failed to deliver justice to his people'. She also provides the opposite
viewpoint that the king was seen as giving 'strong leadership against magnate excesses’ and that the murder
'was a disaster for the Scottish people, leaving them to endure the instability of years of consequent faction
fighting'. McGladdery continues that James was the example for the Stewart kings to follow by putting
'Scotland firmly within a European context'. Michael Brown describes James as an 'able, aggressive and
opportunistic politician' whose chief aim was to establish a monarchy that had stature and was free from
the confrontations that had beset his father’s reign. He characterises James as 'capable of highly effective
short-term interventions’ yet had failed to achieve a position of unqualified authority. Brown writes that
James had come to power after 'fifty years when kings looked like magnates and magnates acted like kings’
and succeeded in completely changing the outlook and objectives of the monarchy. His policy of reducing
the power and influence of the magnates, continued by his son James II, led to a more subordinate nobility.
Alexander Grant repudiates James’s reputation as the 'law giver' and explains that nearly all of the king’s
legislation were reconstructs of laws laid down by previous monarchs and concludes that 'the idea of
James’s return in 1424 marks a turning-point in the development of Scots law is an exaggeration'. At
James’s death only the Douglases of the predominant magnatial houses was left and, according to Grant,
this reduction was the most far-reaching change to the nobility and was 'by far the most important
consequence of James I’s reign'.

5 Marriage and issue
On February 2, 1424, he married, in London, Joan Beaufort, daughter of John Beaufort, 1st Earl of
Somerset and Margaret Holland. Together they had eight children:
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•

Margaret Stewart (1424 - 16 August 1445), married the Dauphin Louis, future Louis XI of France,
at Tours, 24 June 1436.

•

Isabella Stewart (142613 October 1494/5 March 1499) married Francis I, Duke of Brittany, at
Auray, 30 October 1442.

•

Joan Stewart (1428aft. 16 October 1486); she was deaf and dumb, known as “the dumb lady
of Dalkeith”. Married on 1459 to James Douglas, 1st Earl of Morton (+1493).

•

Alexander Stewart, Duke of Rothesay (born and died 16 October 1430), elder twin of James II.

•

James II of Scotland (16 October 14303 August 1460).

•

Eleanor Stewart (143320 November 1480) married Sigismund, Archduke of Austria, at Meran, 12
February 1449.

•

Mary Stewart, Countess of Buchan (1434/3520 March 1465), married Wolfert VI of Borselen in
1444.

•

Annabella Stewart (14361509), married firstly 14 December 1447 Louis of Savoy, Count of
Geneva, secondly in 1458 George Gordon, 2nd Earl of Huntly.

6 Margaret’s Strange Dowry
When James I negotiated with King Charles VII of France to make the arrangements for the marriage of his
daughter Margaret with to Charles’ son, the Dauphin Louis, he was surprised to learn that an
“unconventional” dowry was being sought by the French King. Namely, he wanted Scottish soldiers. The
result was the provision of 6000 Scottish soldiers to fight under French command on French soil. These
soldiers were commanded by none other than Joan of Arc.
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7 Ancestry

Ancestors of James I Stewart, King of Scotland, are shown. It shows the early House of Stewart.
Robert II Stewart, King of Scotland, was its first monarch. His mother and her male line was in the
House of Drummond.

8 Fictional portrayals
James I has been depicted in plays, historical novels and short stories. They include:
•

The Caged Lion (1870) by Charlotte Mary Yonge. The novel depicts the captivity of James I in the
Kingdom of England, with the main events taking place in 1421-1422. A friendly relationship with
Henry V of England is prominently featured. Catherine of Valois and Richard Whittington are the
most prominent among the secondary characters.

•

A King’s Tragedy (1905) by May Wynne. The novel depicts events of the years 1436-1437. The
action leads to the assassination of James I. Catherine Douglas is among the characters featured.

•

Lion Let Loose (1967) by Nigel Tranter. Covers the life of James I from c. 1405 to his death in
1437.

•

A Royal Poet (1819) by Washington Irving. The author muses over the greatness of James I while
on an excursion to Windsor Castle, mentioning two of his poems: “The Kingis Quair” and “Christ’s
Kirk of the Green”.
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•

James I: The Key Will Keep The Lock (2014) by Rona Munro. A co-production between the
National Theatre of Scotland, Edinburgh International Festival and the National Theatre of Great
Britain. The James Plays – James I, James II and James III – are a trio of history plays by Rona
Munro. Each play stands alone as a vision of a country tussling with its past and future. This play
focuses on the personal development of James I after his release by Henry V of England, his
marriage to Joan and the struggles with the noble families in order to establish his authority in
Scotland.

His daughter Joan Stewart, is the Rodger ancestor.

Joan Beaufort, Queen of Scots 40 (1404 -1445)
[Author’s 17th Great Grandmother]
Joan Beaufort (1404 – 15 July 1445) was the Queen Consort of Scotland from 1424 to 1437 as the spouse
of King James I of Scotland. During part of the minority of her son James II (from 1437 to 1439), she
served as the Regent of Scotland.

1 Background and early life
She was a daughter of John Beaufort, 1st Earl of Somerset, and Margaret Holland, and a half-niece of King
Henry IV of England. James I of Scotland met Joan during his time as a prisoner in England and knew her
from at least 1420. She is said to have been the inspiration for James’s famous long poem, The Kingis
Quair, written during his captivity after he saw her from his window in the garden. However, the marriage
was at least partially political as their marriage was part of the agreement for his release from captivity, and
from an English perspective an alliance with the Beaufort’s was meant to establish his country’s alliance
with the English, rather than the French. Negotiations resulted in Joan’s dowry of 10,000 merks being
subtracted from his substantial ransom.

2 Queen of Scotland
On 12 February 1424, Joan Beaufort and King James were wed at St Mary Overie Church in Southwark.
They were feasted at Winchester Palace that year by her uncle Cardinal Henry Beaufort. She accompanied
her husband on his return from captivity in England to Scotland, and was crowned alongside her husband at
Scone Abbey. As queen, she often pleaded with the king for those who might be executed.
The royal couple had eight children, including the future James II, and Margaret of Scotland, spouse of
Louis XI of France.

3 Regency
James I was assassinated in Perth on 21 February 1437. Joan had also been a target of assassination along
with her husband, but managed to escape with just injuries. She successfully directed her husband’s
supporters to attack his assassin Walter Stewart, Earl of Atholl, but was forced to give up power three
months later. The prospect of being ruled by an English woman was unpopular. The Earl of Douglas was
thus appointed to power, though Joan remained in charge of her son.
Near the end of July 1439, she married James Stewart, the Black Knight of Lorne after obtaining a papal
dispensation for both consanguinity and affinity. James was an ally of the latest Earl of Douglas, and
plotted with him to overthrow Alexander Livingston, governor of Stirling Castle, during the minority of
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James II. Livingston arrested Joan in August 1439 and forced her to relinquish custody of the young king.
In 1445, the conflict continued and she fell under siege at Dunbar Castle, where she died on 15 July 1445.
She was buried in the Carthusian Priory at Perth.

4 Issue with James I of Scotland
•

Margaret Stewart, Princess of Scotland (1424– 1445) married Prince Louis, Dauphin of Viennois
(later King Louis XI of France)

•

Isabella Stewart, Princess of Scotland (1426–1494) married Francis I, Duke of Brittany

•

Mary Stewart, Countess of Buchan (died 1465) married Wolfart VI van Borsselen

•

Joan of Scotland, Countess of Morton (c. 1428– 1486) married James Douglas, 1st Earl of
Morton

•

Alexander Stewart, Duke of Rothesay (born and died 1430); Twin of James

•

James II of Scotland (1430–1460)

•

Annabella Stewart, Princess of Scotland married and divorced 1. Louis of Savoy, and then married
and divorced 2. George Gordon, 2nd Earl of Huntly

•

Eleanor Stewart, Princess of Scotland (1433–1484) married Sigismund, Archduke of Austria.

5 Issue with James Stewart, the Black Knight of Lorne
According to Genealogist Alison Weir:
•

John Stewart, 1st Earl of Atholl (c. 1440 – 1512)

•

James Stewart, 1st Earl of Buchan (1442 – 1499)

•

Andrew Stewart, Bishop of Moray (c. 1443 – 1501)
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6 Ancestry

The ancestors of Joan Beaufort shown here are mostly English or French. The top line shows
some of the English Kings that were “presented” in Volume II: English Forbearers of Our Scottish
Ancestors.

Her daughter Joan Stewart is the Rodger ancestor.

____________________________________________________________
____________________

Joan Stewart of Morton41 (1428 – 1486)
[Author’s 16th Great Grandmother]
Joan Stewart, Countess of Morton, also called Joanna (1428–aft. 16 October 1486), was the daughter of
James I, King of Scotland, and the wife of James Douglas, 1st Earl of Morton. She was known, in Latin, as
the muta domina [mute lady] of Dalkeith.

1 Life
Born in Scotland in 1428, she was the third daughter of James I of Scotland and Joan Beaufort. Joan had
two older brothers, including the future King of Scotland, James II, and five sisters. She had “the
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misfortune to be deaf and dumb”, and was known as muta domina or “the mute lady”. Joan was reported to
have used sign language to communicate, even in public (although it was considered at that time to be
impolite).
Joan was originally contracted to marry James Douglas, 3rd Earl of Angus on 18 October 1440, but he died
(without issue) in 1446 before the marriage could take place. In 1445 she was sent to France and did not
return home to Scotland until 1457. She had been promised in marriage to the Dauphin of France but the
marriage did not take place, probably due to her inability to articulate. Joan married James Douglas, 4th
Baron Dalkeith before 15 May 1459, who at the time of their marriage was raised to the peerage as the first
Earl of Morton. They were granted a dispensation on 7 January 1463-4 for being consanguineous in the
second and third degrees. Joan and her husband James were both aware of their close relationships but
were persuaded to marry by her brother King James II of Scotland and applied for the dispensation to
legitimize their marriage. The Countess Joanna died in 1493, predeceasing her husband, James, by several
months.

2 Family
Together Joan and her husband James had four children:
•

Sir John Douglas, 2nd Earl of Morton (bef. 1466- bef. 1515), killed at the Battle of Flodden

•

James, (d. aft. 1480) appeared in several writs 1466-1480.

•

Janet, married bef. 1 February 1480–81 to Sir Patrick Hepburn, 1st Earl of Bothwell.

•

Elizabeth, mentioned in a charter of 1479 after which nothing further is known of her.

Her daughter Janet Douglas is the Rodger ancestor.

James Douglas of Morton42 (1426 – 1493)
[Author’s 16th Great Grandfather]
James Douglas, (1426 - 22 October 1493), the 4th Lord of Dalkeith, was made 1st Earl of Morton in 1458.

1 Life
He was the son of James Douglas, 2nd Lord of Dalkeith and Elizabeth Gifford, daughter of James Gifford
of Sheriffhall. His father resigned all his estates to James in 1456 when James became the 4th Lord of
Dalkeith. James was created Earl of Morton in 1458 upon his marriage to Joan Stewart (1428- 1493), the
daughter of James I, King of Scots. She was a deaf-mute.
The Earl entered into a marriage contract with Patrick Graham, Bishop of St. Andrews between the
Bishop’s niece and John Douglas, the Earl’s eldest son and heir. In turn the Grahams, the Bishop, his
brother and nephew, allied themselves to the Earl and pledged to assist him in recovering the diverted lands
of Whittingehame and Morton. It appears, however, that this pledge was intended to draw the Earl of
Morton into a conspiracy that included the Bishop, Lord Boyd and his party. Robert Boyd, 1st Lord Boyd
98

who, as one of the Regents during the minority of Robert III of Scotland, took possession of the young king
and married his son to the king’s elder sister, for which crimes he was later attainted for high treason. The
Earl of Morton apparently did not participate since he sat on the jury that convicted the Boyds. Bishop
Graham was later excommunicated and deposed.
The lands of Whittinghame and all rights over the barony of Morton, Dumfriesshire were resigned into the
Earl’s hands in 1473-4 and in that same year he recovered the lordship of Dalkeith increasing the Earls
already vast estates. He re-endowed the collegiate church at Dalkeith his 3rd great-grandfather founded and
he also founded St. Martha’s Hospital in Aberdour in 1474. The Earl died on 22 October 1493 when his
son John succeeded him as the 2nd Earl of Morton. His wife Joan predeceased him by 4 months dying on
22 June 1493.

2 The Morton Monument
The Earl and Countess of Morton were buried together in the choir of the parish church of St. Nicholas
Buccleuch, known as the Dalkeith Collegiate Church, in Dalkeith, south of Fife and east of Edinburgh, in
Midlothian, Scotland. Known as the Morton Monument, their tombs are covered with their stone effigies,
complete with their armorial bearings. The choir is now in the ruins, leaving the tombs out in the open,
where, in a few centuries, the elements have erased their faces. Their hands, pressed together in prayer,
were likely to have been destroyed during the Reformation. Today, as one of the visitors remarked, "once
crisply carved and detailed with heraldic devices”, the tombs have “the look of sand sculptures after the
tide has washed in and retreated”. Due to their historical value, in 2005 a team of volunteers and
preservationists created a protective canopy over their effigies.

3 Family
He and his wife Joan were the parents of:
•

Sir John Douglas, 2nd Earl of Morton.

•

James, appeared in several writs 1466-1480.

•

Janet, married bef. 1 February 1490-1 to Sir Patrick Hepburn, 1st Earl of Bothwell.

•

Elizabeth, she was mentioned in a charter of 1479.

His daughter Janet Douglas is the Rodger ancestor.

____________________________________________________________
____________________

Janet Douglas43 (1461 – 1490)
[Author’s 15th Great Grandmother]
Janet Douglas (1461 – 1490) was born in Morton, Dumfriesshire, Scotland and died in Selkirkshire,
Scotland. She married the 1st Earl of Bothwell, Patrick Hepburn in 1480 in Bothwell, Lanarkshire,
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Scotland. She was the daughter of James Douglas (1426 – 1493) and Joan Stewart (1428 – 1486)- as
described in the previous sub-section.
Her daughter Janet Hepburn is the Rodger ancestor.

Patrick Hepburn44 (1456 – 1508)
[Author’s 15th Great Grandfather]
Patrick Hepburn, 1st Earl of Bothwell (died 18 October 1508) was Lord High Admiral of Scotland. He rose
to political prominence after supporting James IV against his father, and was proxy at the King’s marriage.
We scoured the Internet seeking an image of Patrick perhaps in the form of a portrait, statue, photograph
(of an actor), or even a cartoon. None were found. Nevertheless we believe one or more of these existprobably in Scotland within historical museums or similar institutions.

1 From 2nd Lord Hailes to 1st Earl of Bothwell
Patrick was the son of Adam Hepburn, Master of Hailes, and succeeded his grandfather also Patrick
Hepburn as the 2nd Lord Hailes in (1482/1483). He or his grandfather held Berwick Castle against an
English army led by Richard, Duke of Gloucester until the last week of August 1482, after which Berwick
upon Tweed became a possession of England.
Under his territorial designation of “Patrick Hepburn of Dunsyre,” he was made Sheriff of Berwickshire on
15 June 1480. Patrick Hepburn, Lord Hailes, was one of the Conservators of a truce with England on 20
September 1484. He was one of the leaders of the Confederate Lords who rebelled against King James III
of Scotland, and he led the vanguard against the Royal array at the battle of Sauchieburn, 11 July 1488.
Robert Birrel, a 16th-century writer, believed that he was one of those responsible for the murder of the
king after the battle.
In the reign of James IV he rose to great power and held many offices including:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Master of the King’s Household
Custodian of Edinburgh Castle
Sheriff Principal of Edinburgh and Haddington
Lord High Admiral of Scotland from 10 September 1488. In this role he led the Scottish Navy.
Elevated to 1st Earl of Bothwell on 17 October 1491.
Captain of Dumbarton Castle

He was indeed a busy fellow.
He was one of the diplomats sent to conclude the treaty for the marriage of James IV with Princess
Margaret Tudor of England in October 1501, and he stood proxy for the King at the ceremony of betrothal
on 25 January 1502.

2 Family
He married twice:
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Janet or Joanna Douglas, before February 1481, (d. before 21 February 1491), daughter of James Douglas,
1st Earl of Morton by his spouse, Princess Joanna Stewart. They had one daughter:
•

Joanna or Janet Hepburn, (1485 - 1558), married to George Seton (1481 – 1513), 5th Lord
Seton, who fell and died at Flodden.

Margaret Gordon, by contract dated 21 February 1491, daughter of George Gordon, 2nd Earl of Huntly.
They had four sons and a daughter:
•

Adam Hepburn, 2nd Earl of Bothwell, who succeeded him.
o In turn his son, Patrick Hepburn, was the 3rd Earl of Bothwell. Both are also ancestors
of the Chicago Rodgers as shown in the diagrams at the end of this Volume.

•

Patrick Hepburn of Bolton

•

William Hepburn of Rollandston

•

John Hepburn, Bishop of Brechin

•

Margaret Hepburn, married Archibald Douglas, 6th Earl of Angus

3 References
•

Macdougall, Norman, James IV, Tuckwell (1997), 87; Accounts of the Lord High Treasurer of
Scotland, vol. 1, 179; Calendar State Papers Milan, vol. 1 (1912), 279-283.

•

The Royal Families of England, Scotland, and Wales, with their Descendants, &c., by Messrs, John
and John Bernard Burke, London, volume 1 (1848) pedigree CXXXIX, and vol.2 (1851) pedigree
CLXXXVI.

•

Calendar of the Laing Charters, AD854-1837 edited by the Rev. John Anderson, Edinburgh, 1889,
number 140.

•

The Scots Peerage by Sir James Balfour Paul, Edinburgh, 1905, 'Bothwell' p. 151/2.

His daughter Janet Hepburn is the Rodger ancestor.

____________________________________________________________
____________________

Janet Hepburn45 (1485 – 1558)
[Author’s 14th Great Grandmother]
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Janet Hepburn (1485 – 1558) was born in Bothwell, Lanrkshire, Scotland and died in Edinburgh,
Midlothian, Scotland. She married George Seton
She was the daughter of the 1st Earl of Bothwell,
Patrick Hepburn (1456 – 1508) and Janet Douglas (1461 – 1490)- as described in the previous sub-section.
Her daughter Marion Seton is the Rodger ancestor.

George Seton46 (1481 – 1513)
[Author’s 14th Great Grandfather]
George Seton III, 5th Lord Seton (died 1513) was a Scottish nobleman. He is sometimes referred to as the
3rd Lord Seton because he was the 3rd Lord Seton with the name of George.
He succeeded his father, the 4th Lord, on his death in 1508. During his brief tenure he carried out works at
Seton Palace, the family seat in East Lothian, and made further donations to Seton Collegiate Church,
which had been established by his ancestors.
Lord Seton was a companion of King James IV of Scotland, and went with him on the expedition into
England in 1513. This campaign ended at the disastrous Battle of Flodden, where on 9 September, King
James and Lord Seton were among the thousands of Scots who were killed. Lord Seton’s body was
returned to Scotland and interred at Seton Church beside that of his father.

1 Janet Hepburn
Before January 1507, George Seton married Lady Janet Hepburn, daughter of Patrick Hepburn, 1st Earl of
Bothwell. They had one surviving son, who later succeeded as 6th Lord Seton, and a daughter, Mariota (or
Marion), who married, firstly Thomas, Master of Borthwick, secondly in 1530 she married Hugh
Montgomerie, 2nd Earl of Eglinton, and thirdly, Alexander Graham of Wallacetown.
After Flodden, Lady Seton lived as a widow for another forty-five years. A pious lady, she continued to
make gifts to Seton Church, and had new extensions built. When her son, the young Lord Seton, came of
age, she retired to the Convent of Saint Catherine of Siena, at Edinburgh. This convent, founded 1517 by a
bull of Pope Leo X, also benefited from Lady Seton’s donations. She died there in 1558 and was buried
next to her husband at Seton.

2 References
•

“George Seton, 5th Lord Seton”. The House of Seton of Scotland Family Website. Retrieved 3
September 2010.

•

Lundy, Darryl. “George Seton, 3rd Lord Seton”. thepeerage.com. Retrieved 3 September 2010.

His daughter Marion Seton is the Rodger ancestor.

____________________________________________________________
____________________
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Marion Seton47 (1513 – 1561)
[Author’s 13th Great Grandmother]
Marion Seton (1513 – 1561) was born, lived, married and died in one location: Kilwinning, Ayrshire,
Scotland. She married Hugh Montgomery on 23 Sep 1532. He was the 2nd Earl of Eglinton. She was the
daughter of George Seton (1481 – 1513) and Janet Hepburn (1485 – 1558)- as described in the previous
sub-section.
Her son Hugh Montgomerie, Jr. is the Rodger ancestor.

Hugh Montgomerie, Sr.48 (1520 – 1546)
[Author’s 13th Great Grandfather]
Hugh Montgomerie, Sr. (1520 – 1546) was born, lived, married and died in one location: Kilwinning,
Ayrshire, Scotland. He married Marion Seton on 23 Sep 1532. He was the 2nd Earl of Eglinton. He was the
son of John Eglinton Montgomerie (1483 – 1520) and Elizabeth Edmonstone (1485 – 1525).
His son Hugh Montgomerie, Jr. is the Rodger ancestor.

____________________________________________________________
____________________

Hugh Montgomerie, Jr.49 (1540
– 1585)
[Author’s 12th Great Grandfather]
Hugh Montgomerie, 3rd Earl of Eglinton (1540 – 1585), great-grandson
of Hugh Montgomerie, 1st Earl of Eglinton; student of St. Mary’s
College, St. Andrews, 1662; visited Mary Stuart in France and returned in
her train, 1560; supported Mary’s Roman Catholic policy but had no
connection with Lord Darnley’s murder. He opposed Mary’s marriage to
the 4th Earl of Bothwell, James Stewart. Hugh joined her after her escape
from Loch Leven Castle and fought for her at the Battle of Langside in
1548. He subscribed his obedience to Regent Arran in 1571. He
endeavoured to secure toleration for Roman Catholics in 1573. He was
made a Privy Councilor in 1578 and subscribed order for prosecution of
the Hamiltons in 1579. He was one of the assize for Morton 's trial in
1581 and formally approved the Ruthven Raid in 1582.
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1 Marriage and issue
Eglinton married firstly to Lady Jean Hamilton, daughter of James Hamilton, Duke of Châtellerault, but the
marriage was dissolved without issue in 1562. He married secondly in 1562 to Agnes Drummond daughter
of Sir John Drummond of Innerpeffray and Monzie, (a granddaughter of James IV of Scotland) and by her
had issue:[1]
•

Hugh Montgomerie, 4th Earl of Eglinton

•

Robert Montgomerie of Giffen

•

Margaret Montgomerie, married Robert Seton, 1st Earl of Winton

•

Agnes Montgomerie, married Robert Sempill, 4th Lord Sempill

2 Notes
[1] Balfour Paul, Sir James, Scots Peerage, Edinburgh 1904. vol iii, p441-442

3 References
This article incorporates text from a publication now in the public domain: Lee, Sidney, ed. (1903).
"Montgomerie, Hugh (1531? 1585) ". Dictionary of National Biography. Index and Epitome. Cambridge
University Press. p. 894.

4 Further reading
•

Henderson, Thomas Finlayson (1894). "Montgomerie, Hugh (1531? 1585) ". In Lee, Sidney.
Dictionary of National Biography 38. London: Smith, Elder & Co. pp. 305–306. (3rd Earl)

His daughter Margaret Montgomerie is the Rodger ancestor.

Agnes Drummond50 (1523 – 1590)
[Author’s 12th Great Grandmother]
Agnes Drummond, Countess of Eglinton (1523 – 1590) was born at Crieff, Perthshire, Scotland and died at
Perth, Perthshire, Scotland. She married Hugh Montgomerie, 3rd Earl of Eglinton in June 1562 at Perth.
She was the daughter of Sir John Drummond, 2nd Lord of Innerpaffrey (1489 – 1531) and Margaret Stewart
(1497 – 1517).
Her offspring include:
•
•
•

Lady Agnes Sempill Montgomerie
Hugh Montgomerie, 4th Earl of Eglinton
Margaret Seton Montgomerie (1565 – 1624)
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•

Robert Montgomerie, Knight of Giffen

Her daughter Margaret Montgomerie is the Rodger ancestor.

____________________________________________________________
____________________

Margaret Montgomerie51 (1565 – 1624)
[Author’s 11th Great Grandmother]
Margaret Seton (1565 – 1624) was born at Eglinton, Kilwinning, Ayrshire, Scotland and died at Port Seton,
East Lothian, Scotland. She married Robert Seton, 1st Earl of Winton in 1583 at Ary, Scotland. She was the
daughter of Hugh Montgomerie, 3rd Earl of Eglinton and Agnes Drummond, Countess of Eglinton.
Her children include:
•
•
•
•
•

George Seton, 3rd Earl of Winton
Robert Seton, 2nd Earl of Winton
Alexander Montgomerie, 6th Earl of Eglinton
Isobel Seton
John Seton of St. Germains

Her daughter Isabel Seton is the Rodger ancestor.

Robert Seton52 (1553 – 1603)
[Author’s 11th Great Grandfather]
Robert Seton, 1st Earl of Winton (1553 – 22 March 1603) was one of the Scottish peers who supported
Mary, Queen of Scots.

1 Early years
The son of George Seton, 7th Lord Seton, Robert
Seton grew up active in the affairs of his father
and of the State. He was educated early in France,
and accompanied his father during his
ambassadorships to France during the reign of
Queen Mary. As a youth, he grew up a close
childhood friend of the Queen’s son, the future
King James VI.

2 Langside
Like his father, he was strongly attached to the Queen and to the Royal House of Stuart, and was part of his
father’s rescue party for Queen Mary from Loch Leven Castle. He was also present at the battle of
105

Langside in 1568. He was later one of the party who rescued King James VI from the hands of the
Douglases, and supported his monarch during the Gowrie and other conspiracies of the time.

3 Estates
Upon the death of his father, in 1585, Robert succeeded as 6th Lord Seton.[1] Although his father left the
estates heavily encumbered by reason of the great expense of several embassies and of his losses suffered
by adhering to the Queen’s party, yet by prudence and ability he was soon able to put his affairs in good
condition[2] and provide both sons and daughters with respectable fortunes. “He was very hospitable, and
kept a noble house, the king and queen being frequently there, and all French and other ambassadors and
strangers of quality were nobly entertained.”
He was a great builder and a wise improver of his property, especially by working on the old harbor of
Cockenzie, along the Firth of Forth, a curious fishing village of great antiquity whose history is little
known. It originally sheltered only small boats, but when improved by art and accommodated vessels of a
larger size. In January 1599, the king granted him a charter under the Great Seal of Scotland concerning
Cockenzie, which had previously been erected into a free port and burgh of barony. He “was a great
favorite of King James VI”, and was created Earl of Winton at Holyroodhouse, on 16 November 1600, to
him and his heirs male.[3]

4 Religion
A strict Roman Catholic, the Earl and his family suffered indignities from the Presbytery of Haddington,
East Lothian, as may be seen by the Records.
One entry reads thus:
“1597. Setoun Kirk. The Presbitery asked Lord Setoun if he will suffer them to sit in the Kirk of
Setoun for the space of two or three days, because they are to ‘gang about’ all the churches within
their bounds; but this his Lordship altogether refused.” Protestant worship has never been held in
Seton Church, as after the family conformed they attended the Tranent parish church, leaving their
own church deserted, as it has remained ever since.

5 Marriage
In 1582, Lord Seton married Lady Margaret Montgomerie, eldest daughter of Hugh Montgomerie, 3rd Earl
of Eglinton, by whom he had five sons and a daughter:[4]
1. Robert Seton, 2nd Earl of Winton
2. George Seton, 3rd Earl of Winton
3. Sir Alexander Seton of Foulstruther, Knight, who succeeded as 6th Earl of Eglinton,[5] and in
descent from whom is the present Earl of Eglinton and Winton, Lord Montgomerie, Baron
Ardrossan, Baron Seton and Tranent, etc.
4. Sir Thomas Seton, Bt., of Olivestob., ancestor of this family.[6]
5. Sir John Seton, Bt., of St. Germains.
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6. Lady Isabel Seton, who married (1) James Drummond, 1st Earl of Perth, (2) Francis, eldest son
of Francis Stewart, 1st Earl of Bothwell, with issue to both.:[7]

6 Death & burial
The Earl of Winton in his Latter-Will, dated 28 February 1603, he ordained “My body to be buried whole
in most humble, quiet, modest, and Christian manner without all extraordinary pomp or unlawful
ceremony, within my College Church of Seton among my progenitors of worthy memory.” By the words
unlawful ceremony, the staunch old Catholic nobleman wished to say that he didn't want any Protestant
interference or Kirk rites about him after death, as he hadn't 'brooked' them in life. He was buried on
Tuesday 5 April,[8] on the same day that King James VI of Scotland set out from Edinburgh for London to
become King James I of England.
“As the monarch passed the house of Seton, near Musselburgh, he was met by the funeral of Lord Seton, a
nobleman of high rank; which, with its solemn movement and sable trappings, occupied the road, and
contrasted strangely and gloomily with the brilliant pageantry of the royal cavalcade. The Seton’s were one
of the oldest and proudest families of Scotland; and that lord, whose mortal remains now passed by, had
been a faithful adherent of the kings mother: whose banner he had never deserted, and in whose cause he
had suffered exile and proscription. The meeting was thought ominous by the people. It appeared, to their
excited imaginations, as if the moment had arrived when the aristocracy of Scotland was about to merge in
that of Great Britain; as if the Scottish nobles had finished their career of national glory, and this last
representative of their race had been arrested on his road to the grave, to bid farewell to the last of
Scotland’s kings. As the mourners moved slowly onward, the monarch himself, participating in these
melancholy feelings, sat down by the way-side, on a stone still pointed out to the historical pilgrim; nor did
he resume his progress till the gloomy procession had completely disappeared.”[9]

7 References
[1] through [8]: Anderson, William, The Scottish Nation, Edinburgh, 1867, vol. ix: 659
[9] Tytler, Patrick Fraser, The History of Scotland, Edinburgh, 1866, new edition, vol.ix: 363-4
His daughter Isabel Seton is the Rodger ancestor.

____________________________________________________________
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Isobel Seton (1594 – 1639)
[Author’s 10th Great Grandmother]

Isobel Seton (1594 – 1639) was born at Perth, Perthshire, Scotland and died at Haddington, East Lothian,
Scotland. She married John Maitland, 1st Earl of Lauderdale in 1610 at Lauder, Berwickshire, Scotland.
She was the daughter of Robert Seton and Margaret Montgomerie described in the previous sub-section
Her children include:
•
•
•
•

Jane Maitland (1612 – 1631)
Sophia Lauderdale Maitland (1612 - )
Charles Maitland (1618 – 1691)
Robert Maitland (1622 – 1658)
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•

John Maitland, Jr. (1616 – 1682)

Her son John Maitland, Jr. is the Rodger ancestor.

John Maitland, Sr.54 (1573 – 1644)
[Author’s 10th Great Grandfather]
John Maitland, 1st Earl of Lauderdale, Viscount of Lauderdale, Viscount Maitland, and Lord Thirlestane
and Boltoun, (1573 - January 1644) was President of the Scottish Parliament as well as the Privy Council, a
lawyer and a judge, who sided with the Parliamentarian cause during the Civil War.

1 Early life
The son of Sir John Maitland, 1st Lord Thirlestane by his spouse Jean, only daughter and heiress of the
Fourth Lord Fleming (subsequently Countess of Cassillis), he was admitted a member of the Privy Council
of Scotland on 20 July 1615.

2 Own Peerage
On 2 April 1616 he was created Viscount of Lauderdale, by Letters Patent, to him and his heirs male and
successors in the lordship of Thirlestane.
He was subsequently made President of the Privy Council, and was appointed an Ordinary Lord of Session
on 5 June 1618. He was at that time one of the Commissioners for the Plantation of Kirks.
On 14 March 1624, at Whitehall, London, he was created, by patent, Earl of Lauderdale, Viscount
Maitland, and Lord Thirlestane and Boltoun.

3 Later life
Lord Lauderdale was removed from his place on the bench, on 14 February 1626, in consequence of a
resolution by King Charles I that no nobleman should hold the seat of an ordinary Lord, and instead was on
1 June following appointed one of the Extraordinary Lords of Session, usually reserved by the Crown for
either noblemen or dignitaries of The Church. He remained an Extraordinary Lord until 8 November 1628,
and in the following year was appointed one of the Lords of the Articles.
Regardless of the honours generously bestowed upon him by his monarch, upon the breaking out of the
English Civil War, he joined the side of the parliament and was employed in a great variety of
commissions of importance.
On 4 June 1644 he was elected President of the parliament, and reappointed on 7 January following. He
died before the 20th of the same month, and was interred in the Maitland family burial vault within St.
Mary’s Collegiate Church, Haddington.
A poetical epitaph on him by Drummond of Hawthornden, as also the one by King James VI on his father,
the Chancellor, can be found in George Crawfurd 's Peerage.
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4 Marriage and Issue
He married Lady Isabel Seton (d. November 1638), daughter of Alexander Seton, 1st Earl of Dunfermline,
celebrated by Arthur Johnston in his poems. They had a large family of whom only three sons and one
daughter survived their parents.

5 Offices and Titles
During his life John Maitland, Sr. held the following titles:
•
•
•
•
•

Lord of Thiriestane (1595 – 1645)
Viscount of Lauderdale (1616 – 1645)
Earl of Lauderdale (1624 – 1645)
President of the Scottish Parliament (1644 - 1645)
President of the Privy Council (1618 - )

6 References
Anderson, William, The Scottish Nation, Edinburgh, 1867, vol.vi, pps:633-634.
His son John Maitland, Jr. is the Rodger ancestor.

____________________________________________________________
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John Maitland, Jr.55 (1616
– 1682)
[Author’s 9th Great Grandfather]
John Maitland, 1st Duke and 2nd Earl of Lauderdale, 3rd Lord
Thiriestane was born 24 May 1616 in Lethington, East Lothian
and died in 1682. He was a Scottish politician, and leader
within the Cabal Ministry.

1 Background
Maitland was a member of an ancient family of both
Berwickshire and East Lothian, the eldest surviving son of John
Maitland, 2nd Lord Maitland of Thirlestane (d. 1645), (who
had been created Viscount of Lauderdale in 1616, and Earl of
Lauderdale etc., in 1624), and of Lady Isabel (1594–1638),
daughter of Alexander Seton, 1st Earl of Dunfermline and
great-grandson of Sir Richard Maitland of Lethington, the
poet.[1]
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2 Covenanter
Maitland began public life as a zealous adherent of the Presbyterian cause, took the Covenant, sat as an
elder in the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland at St Andrews in July 1643, and was sent to the
Kingdom of England as a Commissioner for the Covenant in August, and to attend the Westminster
Assembly in November.[1]

3 Privy Councillor in two kingdoms
In February 1644 he was a member of the Privy Council of England and the Privy Council of Scotland, and
on 20 November was one of the Commissioners appointed to meet with the king at Uxbridge, when he
made efforts to persuade King Charles I to agree to the establishment of Presbyterianism. In 1645 he
advised Charles to reject the proposals of Independents, and in 1647 he was in London when the Scots
commissioners approved the king’s surrender to the Scots.[1] Later in 1647 he brought 50 horsemen to
rescue Charles from English captivity whilst he was hunting at Nonsuch, but Charles refused his assistance,
citing his parole to the Army.

4 Second English Civil War and the Worcester Campaign
Once Charles surrendered to the Scots, Lauderdale veered round completely to the king’s cause, had
several interviews with him, and engaged in various projects for his restoration, offering the aid of the
Scots, on the condition of Charles’s consent to the establishment of Presbyterianism, and on 26 December
he obtained from Charles at Carisbrooke Castle "The Engagement " by which Presbyterianism was to be
established for three years, schismatics were to be suppressed, and the Acts of the Parliament of Scotland
ratified, the king in addition promising to admit the Scottish nobles into public employment in England and
to reside frequently in Scotland.[1]
Returning to Scotland, in the spring of 1648, Lauderdale joined the party of Hamilton in alliance with the
English royalists. Their defeat at the Battle of Preston, postponed the arrival of the Charles, Prince of
Wales, but Lauderdale had an interview with the prince in the Downs in August, and from this period
obtained supreme influence over the future king. He persuaded Prince Charles later to accept the invitation
to Scotland from Archibald Campbell, Marquess of Argyll’s faction, accompanied him thither in 1650 and
in the expedition into England, and was taken prisoner at the Battle of Worcester in 1651.[1]

5 Interregnum
Lauderdale remained in confinement from his capture at Worcester until March 1660.[1] he was exempted
from Cromwell’s Act of Grace under which his estates were confiscated by Oliver Cromwell the Lord
Protector.

6 Restoration
Just before the restoration, he joined Charles II in May 1660 at Breda, the Netherlands, and in spite of the
opposition of Edward Hyde, 1st Earl of Clarendon and George Monck, was appointed Secretary of State
for Scotland.[1]

7 King’s councilor
From this time onwards he kept his hold upon the king, was lodged at Whitehall, was “never from the
king’s ear nor council”,[2] and maintained his position against his numerous adversaries by a crafty
dexterity in dealing with men, a fearless unscrupulousness, and a robust strength of will, which overcame
all opposition. Though a man of considerable learning and intellectual attainment, his character was
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exceptionally and grossly licentious, and his base and ignoble career was henceforward unrelieved by a
single redeeming feature.[1]
He abandoned Argyll to his fate, permitted, if he did not assist in, the restoration of episcopacy in Scotland,
and after triumphing over all his opponents in Scotland drew into his own hands the whole administration
of that kingdom, and proceeded to impose upon it the absolute supremacy of the crown in Kirk and state,
restoring the nomination of the lords of the articles to the king and initiating severe measures against the
Covenanters. In 1669 he was able to boast with truth that “the king is now master here in all causes and
over all persons”.[1]

8 The Cabal Ministry
His own power was now at its height, and his position as the favourite of Charles II, controlled by no
considerations of patriotism or statesmanship, and completely independent of the English parliament,
recalled the worst scandals and abuses of the Stuart administration before the English Civil War.[1]
He was a member of the Cabal Ministry, but took little part in English affairs, and was not entrusted with
the first secret Treaty of Dover, but gave personal support to Charles in his degrading demands for
pensions from Louis XIV. On 2 May 1672 he was created Duke of Lauderdale and Earl of March, and on 3
June Knight of the Garter.[1] He was also appointed Lord President of the Privy Council of Scotland in
1672, a position he held until 1681.
In 1673, on the resignation of James, Duke of York in consequence of the Test Act, he was appointed a
Lord Commissioner of the Admiralty. In October he visited Scotland to suppress the dissenters and obtain
money for the Third Anglo-Dutch War. The intrigues organised by Anthony Ashley-Cooper, 1st Earl of
Shaftesbury, against his power in his absence, and the attacks made upon him in the House of Commons in
January 1674 and April 1675, were alike rendered futile by the steady support of Charles and James.[1]
On 25 June 1674 he was created Earl of Guilford and Baron Petersham in the Peerage of England. His
ferocious measures having failed to suppress the conventicles in Scotland, he summoned to his aid in 1677
a band of Highlanders, who were sent into the western country. In consequence, a large party of Scottish
nobles went to London, made common cause with the English Country Faction, and compelled Charles to
order the disbandment of the marauders. In May 1678 another demand made in the Commons for
Lauderdale’s removal was defeated due to court influence, by a margin of only a single vote.[3]
He maintained his triumphs almost to the end. In Scotland, which he visited immediately after this victory
in the Parliament of England, he overbore all opposition to the king’s demands for money. Another address
for his removal from the Commons in England was suppressed by the dissolution of parliament on 26 May
1679, and a renewed attack upon him, by the Scottish party and Shaftesbury’s faction combined, also
failed. Later that summer on 22 June 1679 the last attempt of the Covenanters was suppressed at the Battle
of Bothwell Brig.[4]

9 Resignation
Following a stroke or heart attack early in 1680, his health and abilities failed leading Lauderdale to resign
in October that year the place and power for which he had so long successfully struggled. His vote given
for the execution of Lord Stafford on 29 November incurred the displeasure of the Duke of York.[4]
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10 Personal life
Lauderdale’s first marriage was to Lady Anne Home, daughter of Alexander Home, 1st Earl of Home, by
whom he had one daughter.[4] Prior to her death it is strongly suspected that Elizabeth Maitland, Duchess
of Lauderdale, daughter of William Murray, 1st Earl of Dysart and now widow of Sir Lionel Tollemache,
became his mistress,[5] and they subsequently married in 1672 upon Lady Anne’s death. He left no male
heir, consequently his dukedom and his English titles became extinct, but he was succeeded in the earldom
by his brother Charles Maitland, 3rd Earl of Lauderdale.[4]

11 See also
William Maitland of Lethington

12 Notes
[1] Yorke 1911, p. 279.
[2] Yorke 1911, p. 279 cites: Samuel Pepys Diary, 2 March 1664
[3] Yorke 1911, pp. 279,280.
[4] Yorke 1911, p. 280.
[5] Marshall 2004.
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Marshall, Rosalind K. (2004). “Murray, Elizabeth, duchess of Lauderdale and suo jure countess of
Dysart (bap. 1626, d. 1698)". Oxford Dictionary of National Biography. Oxford University Press.
doi:10.1093/ref:odnb/19601.

Attribution:
This article incorporates text from a publication now in the public domain: Yorke, Philip Chesney (1911).
“Lauderdale, John Maitland”. In Chisholm, Hugh. Encyclopædia Britannica 16 (11th ed.). Cambridge
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•
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His daughter Mary Maitland is the Rodger ancestor.
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Anne Home56 (1612 – 1671)
[Author’s 9th Great Grandmother]
Anne Home (1612– 1671) was born in Dunglas, Berwickshire, Scotland and died in 1671 at Paris, Île-deFrance, France. She married John Maitland, 1st Duke of Lauderdale in 1632 at an unknown location in
Scotland. She was the daughter of Alexander Home, 1st Earl of Home and Christian Douglas.
She had one child:
•

Mary Maitland (1645 – 1702)

Her daughter Mary Maitland is the Rodger ancestor.

____________________________________________________________
____________________

Mary Maitland57 (1645 – 1702)
[Author’s 8th Great Grandmother]
Mary Maitland (1645– 20 March 1702) was born and died in Yester, East Lothian, Scotland. She married
John Hay, 2nd Marquess of Tweeddale on 11 December 1666 in Highgate, Middlesex, England. She was
the daughter of John Maitland, 1st Duke & 2nd Earl of Lauderdale, 3rd Lord of Thirlestane and Lady Anne
Home Maitland, Countess of Lauderdale.
She had these children:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Jean Hay (1667 – 1731)
Charles Hay (1668 – 1715)
John Hay (1670 – 1706)
Anne Hay (1670 – 1731)
Gilbert Hay (1683 – 1723)
William Hay (1684 – 1723)

Her son William Hay is the Rodger ancestor.
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John Hay (1645 – 1713)
[Author’s 8th Great Grandfather]
John Hay, 2nd Marquess of Tweeddale (1645 – 20 April 1713) was a
Scottish nobleman.
John Hay was the eldest son of John Hay, 1st Marquess of Tweeddale
and his wife, Jean, daughter of Walter Scott, 1st Earl of Buccleuch. In
1666, at Highgate in London, he married Lady Mary Maitland, daughter
of John Maitland, 1st Duke of Lauderdale (1616–82).
He was Colonel of the Militia Regiment of Foot in Co Haddington
(1668–1674) and Linlithgow and Peebles (1682). He was Burgess of
Edinburgh (1668), Commissioner for the Borders (1672–1684),
Commissioner of Supply for Haddington (1678, 1685, 1690, 1704),
Peebles (1678, 1685), Edinburgh (1690, 1704), Fife (1695, 1704),
Berwick (1704); Colonel of the East Lothian Regiment (1685), Captain
of the Militia Horse for Haddington and Berwick (1689), Privy
Councillor (Scotland) (1689), Sheriff of Haddington (1694–1713) and
Commissioner of the Admiralty (Scotland) (1695).[1]
He was also Lord Treasurer in 1695. He succeeded his father in the
marquessate in 1697.
He was appointed Lord High Commissioner to the Scots Parliament in
1704, and was Lord Chancellor of Scotland from 1704–05. He led the
Squadrone Volante, but ultimately supported the Union. He was
appointed one of 18 Scottish representative peers in 1707.
His eldest son, Charles (1670–1715), succeeded him as 3rd Marquess. A
younger son, Lord John Hay (1670 - 1706), commanded the famous regiment of dragoons, afterwards
called the Scots Greys, at the Battle of Ramillies and elsewhere.
He had been elected a Fellow of the Royal Society in 1666 but was expelled in 1685.[2] We wonder if his
expulsion was based on his incompetence or perhaps on his political activites?

1 References
[General] Stephen, Leslie; Lee, Sidney, Eds. (1891). "Hay, John (1645-1713) ". Dictionary of
National Biography 25. London: Smith, Elder & Co.
[1] “Library and Archive Catalogue”. Royal Society. Retrieved 12 November 2010.
[2] “Library and Archive Catalogue”. Royal Society. Retrieved 12 November 2010.
[And] Leigh Rayment’s Peerage Pages
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His son William Hay is the Rodger ancestor.

____________________________________________________________
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William Hay (1683 – 1723)
[Author’s 7th Great Grandfather]
William Hay (1683– 31 Oct 1723) was born in East Lothian, Scotland.
He died at Blackfriars' Monastery, Edinburgh, Midlothian, Scotland
where his probate was done on 2 Aug 1728. He was the son of John
Hay (1645 – 1713) and Mary Maitland (1645 – 1702). In 1701 he
married Heiress Margaret Hay (30 Jun 1686 – 1758). She was the
daughter of John Hay (1662 – 1687) and Jean Foulis (1662 - ).
William Hay was a Brigadier General of Great Britain’s military
beginning on 1 Jan 1710 and then was a First Major and a Lieutenant
Colonel in the 3rd Regiment of Scots Guards (also of Great Britain)
beginning on 19 April 1711.
He had these children:
1. John Hay, of Newhall (1710 – 1755)
2. James Hay (1715 – 1779)
3. Richard Hay (1716 – 1776)
4. George Lewis Hay (1716 - )
5. David Hay (16 Jan 1723 - ) Possible twin of Alexander?
6. Alexander Hay (16 Jan 1723 - ) Possible twin of David?
7. Susan Hay (1722 - )
8. Jane Hay (1721 - )
9. Mary Hay (1720 – 1766)
10. Elizabeth Hay ( - )
Some additional information can be found in:
Scots Peerage, Vol. 8, David Douglas, (Edinburgh, Scotland: T. and A. Constable, printer, 1911),
archive.org/stream/scotspeeragefoun08pauluoft, Hay, Marquess of Tweeddale;
•
•

Page 459 (Reliability: 3), 5 Jul 2013.
Page 446 (Reliability: 4), 8 Jul 2013.

His son Alexander Hay is the Rodger ancestor.
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Margaret Hay (1686 – 1758)
[Author’s 7th Great Grandmother]
Margaret Hay (30 June 1686– 3 Oct 1753) was presumably born in Scotland. She married William Hay
(1683– 31 Oct 1723) of East Lothian, Scotland. She was the daughter of John Hay (1662 – 1687) and Jean
Foulis (1662 - ).
She and William Hay had these children:
1. John Hay, of Newhall (1710 – 1755)
2. James Hay (1715 – 1779)
3. Richard Hay (1716 – 1776)
4. George Lewis Hay (1716 - )
5. David Hay (16 Jan 1723 - ) Possible twin of Alexander?
6. Alexander Hay (16 Jan 1723 - ) Possible twin of David?
7. Susan Hay (1722 - )
8. Jane Hay (1721 - )
9. Mary Hay (1720 – 1766)
10. Elizabeth Hay ( - )
Her son Alexander Hay is the Rodger ancestor.

____________________________________________________________
____________________

Alexander Hay58 (1723 – )
[Author’s 6th Great Grandfather]
Very little is known about Alexander Hay- based on what we were able to find. But enough is known to
construct the ancestral line passing from him and his wife through their daughter Janet.
Alexander Hay was born in January 1723 either on the 27th or the 16th depending on the source. He was
born in Edinburgh, Midlothian, Scotland. His parents were William Hay, a Brigadier General, and
Margaret Hay (Hay was her maiden name also.).
Alexander Hay married Helen Alexander (1723 - ) on the 27th of September 1748 in Leith South parish of
Edinburgh, Midlothian, Scotland.59
Their daughter Janet Hay was born on 21 September 1749 in Scoonie, Fife, Scotland.60
His daughter Janet Hay is the Rodger ancestor.
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Helen Alexander61 (1725 – )
[Author’s 6th Great Grandmother]
Compared to her husband, even less is known about Helen Alexander.
Several girls names Helen Alexander were born in Scotland during the years 1720 through 1730. There
were 16 in all according to parish registers- in protestant churches.
The one born closest to her husband’s birthplace was born on 17 November 1723 in the Dalkeith parish in
Midlothian, Scotland.
Since the historically relevant ancestral line comes down from her husband’s parents, it is not critical that
we fully identify which Helen Alexander is the “real” ancestor.
Their daughter Janet Hay was born on 21 September 1749 in Scoonie, Fife, Scotland as shown in the
previous sub-section on her husband Alexander Hay.
Her daughter Janet Hay is the Rodger ancestor.

____________________________________________________________
____________________

Janet Hay62 (1749 – )
[Author’s 5th Great Grandmother]
As in the previous sub-section not much is known about Janet Hay. We assign a high probability that the
ancestor Janet Hay of the Chicago Rodgers is the same Janet Hay born on 21 September 1749 in Scoonie,
Fife, Scotland to parents Alexander Hay and Helen Alexander. A discussion of that probability analysis
follows below.
The website service, ScotlandsPeople, shows her son William Grieg born to her and her husband George
Grieg on 28 March 1779 in Auchtermuchty, Fife, Scotland (which is about 15 miles from Scoonie).
We could find no record of a marriage in Scotland between George Grieg and Janet Hay, but we did find a
record that George Grieg married an unnamed woman on 27 Oct 1782 in Leslie, Fife, Scotland, which is
the same town where we believe George Grieg was born in 1742.
We found 9 Janet Hay’s born in Fife, Scotland during the years 1730 through 1760. We know that one of
them is likely the mother of our ancestor William Grieg (1779 - ). Of them the one who is both younger
and closest in age to her husband George Grieg (1742 - ) is the one born in 1749: Janet Hay of Scoonie.
The age gap here is 7 years. For the other candidate “Janet’s” the gaps range from 9 to 14 years.
To guard against the possibility that a different George Grieg was her husband, we considered all George
Grieg’s born in Fife, Scotland between 1717 and 1758. There were five in all. One was born in 1737 and
for him there was a different Janet Hay born in 1738 in St. Andrew, Fife, Scotland who would be younger
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and closest in age. The remaining George Grieg’s were born in 1739, 1741, 1742 and 1746. For every one
of them the Janet Grieg of 1749 was closest in age (and younger). We think the Janet Hay of 1738 rather
improbable because she would have been 41 years old at William’s birth while with the Janet Hay of 1749
she was 30 years old at that time. Perhaps most encouraging was the first place rank FamilySearch.Org
gave to the Janet Hay of 1749 when we did a search with known information about her family.
We clearly can’t prove these identities conclusively but we think they are quite probable. Another factor is
the consistency of these identities with the rumors we heard of the Earl of Bothwell being our ancestor. If
the identities shown here are in error then there must be an alternative ancestral line or lines bringing us to
the Earls of Bothwell if that rumor is to remain valid.
As this “construction” is probably the weakest conclusion in our studies of the ancestors of the Chicago
Rodgers, we challenge readers to revise, extend, correct or otherwise improve this analysis.
Her son William Grieg is the Rodger ancestor.

George Grieg (1742 – )
[Author’s 5th Great Grandfather]
George Grieg was likely born in 1742 in Leslie, Fife, Scotland to parents David Grieg and Elizabeth
Christy.63 We considered other identities for George Grieg and found four others born between 1717 and
1758 in Fife, Scotland. Each of those others, in our analysis, would have likely been married to the same
Janet Hay (1749 - ) if we are mistaken about the “real” George Grieg. Since George Grieg is not part of the
main Scottish line of the Chicago Rodger’s it is not important if we substitute one of these George’s for
another!
As we indicated in the previous sub-secction, his son William Grieg was born on 28 March 1779 in
Auchtermuchty, Fife, Scotland. That is about 10 miles from Leslie where, on 27 October 1782, George
married his wife- (assumed to be Janet Hay as the marriage records show no name for his bride). Birth
records we found for his son William show the parents as George Grieg and Janet Hay. This would suggest
a three year delay after William’s birth before their relationship was made legitimate.
His son William Grieg is the Rodger ancestor.

____________________________________________________________
____________________

William Grieg64 (1779 – )
[Author’s 4th Great Grandfather]
William Grieg, son of George Grieg and Janet Hay, was born on 28 March 1779 in Auchtermuchty, Fife,
Scotland.
He married Margaret Thomson at St. Cuthberts church in Edinburgh on 17 January 1806.
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Their daughter Helen Grieg was born on 21 May 1807 and was baptised on 18 June 1807 at St.
Cuthberts church in Edinburgh, Scotland.
His daughter Helen Grieg is the Rodger ancestor.

Margaret Thomson (1782 – )
[Author’s 4th Great Grandmother]
Margaret Thomson, daughter of George Thomson and an unknown mother, was born on 20 April 1782 in
Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland.
She married William Grieg at St. Cuthberts church in Edinburgh on 17 January 1806.
Their daughter Helen Grieg was born on 21 May 1807 and was baptised on 18 June 1807 at St.
Cuthberts church in Edinburgh, Scotland.
Her daughter Helen Grieg is the Rodger ancestor.

____________________________________________________________
____________________

Helen Grieg (1807 – )
[Author’s 3rd Great Grandmother]
Helen Grieg was born on 21 May 1807 and was baptised on 18 June 1807 at St. Cuthberts church in
Edinburgh, Scotland. Her parents were William Grieg (1779 - ) and Margaret Thomson (1782 - ).
She married George Heath probably at some point between 1820 and 1831- possibly in Edinburgh.
Their daughter Helen Grieg Heath was born in Edinburgh in 1831 according to census records of
Scotland.
Her daughter Helen Heath is the Rodger ancestor.

George Heath (1801 – )
[Author’s 3rd Great Grandfather]
George Heath was born in Hemblington, Norfolk, England on 6 February 1801. His parents were William
Heath (1769 – 1840) and Ann Underhill (1777 - ), both of Warwickshire, England.
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He married Helen Grieg probably at some point between 1820 and 1831- possibly in Edinburgh.
Their daughter Helen Grieg Heath was born in Edinburgh in 1831 according to census records of
Scotland.
His daughter Helen Heath is the Rodger ancestor.

____________________________________________________________
____________________

Helen Grieg Heath (1831 – 1902)
[Author’s 2nd Great Grandmother]
Helen Grieg Heath was born in 1831 in Edinburgh, Scotland and probably baptised at St. Cuthberts church.
She married William Rodger, Jr. (11 November 1831 – 4 July 1881) on 20 February 1855 at Blythswood,
Glasgow, Lanarkshire, Scotland.
She and William had ten children, including George Heath Rodger (21 January 1867 – 8 December 1947).
We designate him as the head of the Chicago Rodger’s. All of these descendant children are shown in the
chart(s) below.
She died in or after 1902 in Dundee, Angus, Scotland.
Her son George Rodger is the Rodger ancestor.

William Rodger, Jr. (1831 – 1881)
[Author’s 2nd Great Grandfather]
William Rodger, Jr. was born on 11 November 1831 at Blythswood, Glasgow, Lanarkshire, Scotland and
probably baptised at St. Cuthberts church.
He married Helen Grieg Heath (1831 – 14 July 1881) on 20 February 1855 at Blythswood, Glasgow,
Lanarkshire, Scotland.
He and Helen produced ten children including George Heath Rodger (21 January 1867 - ). We designate
him: Head of the Chicago Rodger’s. All of these descendant children are included in the chart(s) below.
His occupation was listed as Ship Carpenter Journeyman on the birth registration form for his son George.
William Rodger, Jr. died on 4 July 1881 in Dumbartonshire, Scotland.
His son George Rodger is the Rodger ancestor.

____________________________________________________________
____________________
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George Rodger (1866 – 1947)
[Author’s 1st Great Grandfather]
George Heath Rodger was born on 21 January 1867 near Glasgow in Govan, Lanarkshire, Scotland.
He married Clara Ann Batty (10 February 1872 – 5 April 1940) in Milwaukee, Wisconsin on 22 Sept 1890.
He and Clara produced seven children. They comprise the elder generation of the Chicago Rodger’s and we
believe that all seven lived in or near Chicago during significant periods of their lives. All of these
descendant children are included in the chart(s) below.
As the author, I remember George Rodger who as my great grandfather often gave me silver dollars when
my family would visit his home in the Austin section of Chicago- in the mid 1940’s. He passed away a few
months after my 6th birthday.
George Heath Rodger died on 8 December 1947 in Oak Park, Cook, Illinois.
Their seven children comprise the elders of the Chicago Rodgers. They were:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Alfred Heath Rodger
Helen Bessie Rodger
Harry Lee Rodger
Glenn William Rodger
Larene Catherine Rodger
George Lester Rodger
Isabelle Louise Rodger

(9 April 1891 – 28 October 1968)
(24 April 1893 – 25 February 1984)
(23 May 1894 – 11 December 1978)
(1 April 1898 – 20 March 1998)
(19 May 1903 – 9 August 1995)
(4 March 1907 – 3 May 1961)
(18 June 1908 – 12 October 1956)

Clara Batty (1872 – 1940)
[Author’s 1st Great Grandmother]
Clara Ann Batty was born on 10 February 1872 in London, Ontario, Canada.
She married George Heath Rodger (21 January 1867 – 8 December 1947) in Milwaukee, Wisconsin on 22
September 1890.
She and George produced seven children. They comprise the elder generation of the Chicago Rodger’s and
we believe that all seven lived in or near Chicago during significant periods of their lives. All of these
descendant children are included in the chart(s) below.
Clara Ann Batty Rodger died on 5 April 1940 in Chicago, Illinois.
Their seven children comprise the elders of the Chicago Rodgers. They were just shown above.

____________________________________________________________
____________________
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James I, King of Scotland65 Is Our Ancestor Twice
We now refocus our effort to explore in greater detail the ancestral lines between James I Stewart, King of
Scotland (1394 – 1437), and our more recent ancestor, Helen Heath (1831 – 1902). She is the author’s 2nd
great grandmother who lived her entire life in Scotland. Her son George was the author’s great grandfather.
This author remembers visiting him a number of times prior to his death in 1947.

Two lines rejoin in a common line due to cousin marriages
The ancestors described in this book are presented chronologically from the earliest Scottish kings towards
their descendants in the present. Our line coming down from early Scottish kings goes through James
Stewart and then the 1st Earl of Bothwell Patrick Hepburn before it splits into two lines for about one
hundred years in the 16th century. Thereafter it rejoins into a single line due to a cousin marriage. Of the
two lines one has better documentation than the other and so that is the sequence presented in the preceding
sections of this book. Here we can summarize some of this by doing the opposite: We start with our own
family and work backward in time. We begin with the author and then move backward in time- as follows.

Figure 1. This shows the author, his Rodger line mother, his grandfather and the next two
generations going up the Chicago Rodger tree. Charts like this are called “pedigree” charts. Our
work on these recent centuries relied heavily on the records found in Scotlandspeople.gov.uk.

Of the ancestors shown in Fig. 1, it is Helen Heath who anchors the relevant ancestral line. In Fig. 2 on the
next page we use a “tree display” to show how her paternal grandmother may have immigrated from the
West Bengal area of India. We have some circumstantial evidence of
such an Asian ancestor as follows:
Firstly, as the nearby photograph of Helen Grieg Heath suggests, her
facial features seem unusual for a Scottish woman. This has been
noted by many of her descendants- well before we undertook these
ancestral studies.
Perhaps more convincing are the results of this author’s DNA test. It
showed approximately 3% Asian ancestry from India and central Asia.
Assuming that the Asian DNA came through Helen Heath and that the
percentages of DNA at each earlier generation had doubled not only
verifies the existence of an Asian ancestor but also indicates at which
generational level. Doing the math suggests that the Asian would be
one of Helen Heath’s grandparents.
According to information we learned from other members of
Ancestry.com, her paternal grandfather, William Heath, was possibly
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an employee of the British East India Company that had operations in the West Bengal area of India- in or
near Calcutta♥. Some incomplete records show that William had one wife by the name Ann with no
surname supplied. Those records also show this Ann to be the mother of our ancestor George Heath. We
guess that Ann may be a shortened version of a common first name for girls in India: that of Anjali.
It is also interesting to note that the Heath line was English. Both George Heath and his father William
Heath were born and raised in England. George apparently moved to Scotland when he married Helen
Grieg. Were Heath not an English surname we doubt that their main airport would be called Heathrow!

Figure 2. shows some of Helen Heath’s ancestors. Females are shown in pink while males are
given the blue shading. As discussed above, Helen’s paternal grandmother may have been from
India. We gave her the name Anjali Standin. Farther up the chart we show the evident marriage of
3rd cousins Mary Maitland and John Hay, the 2nd Marquess of Tweeddale. At the top of this chart
we see 1st cousins Isobel Seton and Jean Seton. Figure 3 continues this tree farther into the past.

This chart also illustrates another aspect of our ancestral tree or trees: We know more about many distant
ancestors than we do about more recent ones. Some of the distant ones were historical figures who have
been described by historians and other chroniclers of their times. We can see in the upper part of this
♥ We thank Ancestry.com member Susan Shaffer of xxxxx Australia for this suggestion about William Heath.
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display some “titled” individuals who were Scottish Earls or Marquesses. Some of their information was
available on the Internet- some of it in Wikipedia articles. Many recent ancestors have been lost to history
but luckily enough records were kept in Scotland- mainly by churches- that we could find some of the
essential information such as birthdates, death dates and sometimes marriage dates.
Next, we show the upper “extension” of Fig. 2. It goes up- backwards in time- from the Seton cousins for
five generations to the 1st Earl of Bothwell and then goes for another two generations to the King of
Scotland, James I. Also there is another cousin marriage: We have 2nd cousins marrying: Robert Seton to
Margaret Montgomerie.

Figure 3. shows how our ancestral line finally reaches Patrick Hepburn, the 1st Earl of Bothwell. It
additionally shows his royal grandfather and our ancestor James I Stewart, King of Scotland.

A careful review of the ancestral tree that “grows” from the Scottish side of our family shows two kinds of
family “geographies.” First there are the more recent ancestors who were mostly commoners and not
within the Scottish or European nobility/royalty. They tended to find marriage partners in their own towns
or nearby. But farther up the trees, where the selected (and more interesting) ancestors were either royalty
or historic individuals, we find the men going farther a field to find spouses. They often went to another
country or kingdom to find a match. The marriages were often arranged to create or solidify various
alliances and other relationships that would have political benefits. This is somewhat evident in this
Volume III, where the focus is on our Scottish ancestors. Wives, in particular, are seen coming in from all
over Europe. In Volume IV, Crusader Ancestors Of James Alba And Us, this becomes strikingly evident,
124

where we find ancestors from the Byzantine Empire and other unexpected places. One exception to this
pattern is our ancestor from India, Anjali Standin, who is more recent- from the 18th century.

Figure 4. shows the first set of second generation Chicago Rodgers who were the children of
George Rodger (1867 – 1947) and Clara Batty (1872 – 1940).
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Next, in Figs. 5 and 6 we show the second generation of the Chicago Rodgers. Only three families
continued to have children.

Figure 5. displays people from the second and third generations of the Chicago Rodger family. It
shows the family of Alfred Heath Rodger (1891 – 1968) and Margaret Rose McGrath (1892 – 1968).
The author’s parents Virginia Rose Rodger (1916 – 2011) and Charles Vincent Anderson (1915 –
1996) are described here.

126

Figure 6. also displays people from the second and third generations of the Chicago Rodger
family. It shows two families. First it shows the family of Larene Catherine Rodger (1903 – 1995)
and Robert Gibson Montgomerie (1897 – 1977). Then it shows the family of Isabelle Louis Rodger
(1908 – 1956) and Frank Leslie Clarke (1900 – 1967).

To finish our descriptions of the Chicago Rodger’s we direct the reader to Volume IV of this series where
we have developed more comprehensive diagrams of the Chicago Rodger’s. They include three recent
generations: They are the great grandchildren of George Heath Rodger (1867 – 1947) and the next two
subsequent generations.♦
♦ Please see Volume VI of this series, Crusader Ancestors Of James Alba And Us, for a listing of descendants in the 4th, 5th and
6th generation of the Chicago Rodger’s family.
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Volume III Conclusions: Regarding Scottish Ancestors
Our line of Scottish ancestors of the Chicago Rodger’s began some twelve hundred and twelve years agofrom the year 805 to the present in 2017. The actual numbers of ancestors we have is almost astronomicalnumbering in the tens of millions if not more. The simple math of going back 39 generations leads to a half
trillion people to consider! Luckily, simple math does not apply because we generally do not marry
complete strangers and instead are “stuck” with distant cousins of whom we usually know very little and
more likely absolutely nothing. We obviously didn’t follow all of the branches of this tree. Rather we
followed the royal line up to the distant past of the Scottish monarchy.
We do not claim to have proven these ancestral connections shown here but we do find the lines discovered
as quite plausible and would give better than an even chance that we are correct about our main findings.
The author’s participation in this effort may be ending now, but others among these descendants may want
to continue it. They may want to dig deeper? They may want to find the elusive Campbell clan connection
that was rumored? They may end up correcting the mistakes we made? But, at least, this is a start.
Did we achieve our goals? Our original main interest was confirmation of the rumored connection to the
Earl of Bothwell (put to me in the singular by my mother). Both lines above Helen Heath, consistent with
the singular, also encounter only one of the Earls of Bothwell. But once connected to royalty and all of the
interesting history surrounding them, we could not stop our search for links to earlier times.

Conclusions About Our Ancestral Project
Considering the three volumes together, this one and the two preceding it, we uncovered many very
interesting and compelling ancestors.
In the Volume I, Continental Ancestors Before Hastings, we looked at our most remote ancestors- those
from France and continental Europe. Most of them lived during the first millennium. And given the
mathematics of genealogy they are ancestors of most people with a European background. So even if our
climbing of the ancestral trees made mistakes, these people in Volume I are still very likely our ancestors!
To this author, perhaps the most remarkable ancestor of those days was Charles Martel. He organized
Europe and fought against the terrorists of his day: also the Muslims. He made Europe safe for Christianity.
The second volume, English Forbearers of Our Scottish Ancestors, is really a continuation of Volume I.
It follows the English descendants of our continental ancestors forward in time over the centuries until
Englishwoman Joan Beaufort married James I Stewart, King of Scotland.
This third but not last volume, Royal Scottish Ancestors and Intermediaries, ties the loose ends. Of
interest or perhaps amusement was our encounter with King MacBeth, a cousin to our line, who killed our
ancestor Duncan I and was then killed by his son Malcolm III in revenge. And, did one of our Scottish
ancestors escape to the forest and become Robin Hood? Some historians say “yes.” As we proceeded
forward in time towards the present we eventually ran out of historical figures, which unfortunately has led
to somewhat perfunctory descriptions of many of these more recent ancestors who are almost lost to
history. Ironically, those closest to us in time are the most distant in our understanding of them!
Whether we have proven the claimed connections or not, we have found a trove of history that is not only
interesting, but ties us to many important events that helped form the world we live in.
Now, in earthly terms, all that is left is posterity.
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Endnotes
1

Most of the description of Kenneth I MacAlpin, King of Scotland is quoted or paraphrased from the Wikipedia article found at:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kenneth_MacAlpin

2

Most of the description of the wife of Kenneth MacAlpin is crowd sourced from Ancestry.com.

3

Most of the description of Constantine Mac Causantin is quoted or paraphrased from the Wikipedia article found at:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Causant%C3%ADn_mac_Cináeda

4

Most of the description of Sabhdh of Ingen Gregor is quoted or paraphrased from the geni.com site accessible at:
http://www.geni.com/people/Sabhdh-Ingen-Gregor/6000000000416237468

5

Most of the description of Donald II of Scotland is quoted or paraphrased from the geni.com site accessible at:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Donald_II_of_Scotland

6

Most of the description of Beatrice de Isles is crowd-sourced from Ancestry.com:

7

Most of the description of Malcolm I of Scotland is quoted or paraphrased from the Wikipedia article found at:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malcolm_I_of_Scotland

8

Most of the description of Bethoc, wife of Malcolm I is quoted or paraphrased from the geni.com site accessible at:
http://www.geni.com/people/Bethoc/4613314520230026969

9

Most of the description of Kenneth II of Scotland is quoted or paraphrased from the Wikipedia article found at:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kenneth_II_of_Scotland

10

Most of the description of Aelgigu of Leinster is quoted or paraphrased from the geni.com site accessible at:
http://www.geni.com/people/A-woman-of-Leinster/6000000000379746481

11

Most of the description of Malcolm II of Scotland is quoted or paraphrased from the Wikipedia article found at:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malcolm_II_of_Scotland

12

Most of the description of Edith Aelgifu of Ossory is quoted or paraphrased from the GenealogieOnline article found at:
https://www.genealogieonline.nl/en/genealogy-hoppenbrouwers/I1794.php

13

Most of the description of Bethóc is quoted or paraphrased from the Wikipedia article found at:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bethóc

14

Most of the description of Crínán of Dunkeld is quoted or paraphrased from the Wikipedia article found at:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cr%C3%ADnán_of_Dunkeld

15

Most of the description of Duncan I of Scotland is quoted or paraphrased from the Wikipedia article found at:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Duncan_I_of_Scotland

16

Most of the description of Malcom III of Scotland is quoted or paraphrased from the Wikipedia article found at:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malcolm_III_of_Scotland

17

Most of the description of Malcom III of Scotland is quoted or paraphrased from the Wikipedia article found at:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malcolm_III_of_Scotland

18

Most of the description of Saint Margaret of Scotland is quoted or paraphrased from the Wikipedia article found at:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Margaret_of_Scotland

19

Most of the description of Matilda of Scotland is quoted or paraphrased from the Wikipedia article found at:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matilda_of_Scotland
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20

Most of the description of Maud, Countess of Huntington is quoted or paraphrased from the Wikipedia article found at:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maud,_Countess_of_Huntingdon

21

Most of the description of Henry of Scotland is quoted or paraphrased from the Wikipedia article found at:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_of_Scotland

22

Most of the description of Ada de Warenne, is quoted or paraphrased from the Wikipedia article found at:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ada_de_Warenne

23

Most of the description of David, Earl of Huntingdon, is quoted or paraphrased from the Wikipedia article found at:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David,_Earl_of_Huntingdon

24

Most of the description of Matilda of Chester of is quoted or paraphrased from the Wikipedia article found at:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matilda_of_Chester,_Countess_of_Huntingdon

25

Most of the description of Isobel of Huntingdon is quoted or paraphrased from the Wikipedia article found at:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isobel_of_Huntingdon

26

Most of the description of Robert de Bruce 4th Lord of Annandale is quoted or paraphrased from the Wikipedia article found
at: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_de_Bruce,_4th_Lord_of_Annandale

27

Most of the description of Robert de Bruce 5th Lord of Annandale is quoted or paraphrased from the Wikipedia article found
at: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_de_Bruce,_5th_Lord_of_Annandale

28

Most of the description of Isabella de Clare is quoted or paraphrased from the Wikipedia article found at:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isabella_of_Gloucester_and_Hertford

29

Most of the description of Robert de Bruce 6th Lord of Annandale is quoted or paraphrased from the Wikipedia article found
at: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_de_Bruce,_6th_Lord_of_Annandale

30

Most of the description of Marjorie, Countess of Carrick, is quoted or paraphrased from the Wikipedia article found at:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marjorie,_Countess_of_Carrick

31

Most of the description of Robert the Bruce, King of Scotland is quoted or paraphrased from the Wikipedia article found at:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_the_Bruce

32

Most of the description of Isabella of Mar is quoted or paraphrased from the Wikipedia article found at:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isabella_of_Mar

33

Most of the description of Marjorie Bruce is quoted or paraphrased from the Wikipedia article found at:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marjorie_Bruce

34

Most of the description of Walter Stewart of Scotland is quoted or paraphrased from the Wikipedia article found at:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walter_Stewart,_6th_High_Steward_of_Scotland

35

Most of the description of Robert II of Scotland is quoted or paraphrased from the Wikipedia article found at:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_II_of_Scotland

36

Most of the description of Elizabeth Mure is quoted or paraphrased from the Wikipedia article found at:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_Mure

37

Most of the description of Robert III of Scotland is quoted or paraphrased from the Wikipedia article found at:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_III_of_Scotland

38

Most of the description of Anabella Drummond is quoted or paraphrased from the Wikipedia article found at:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anabella_Drummond
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39

Most of the description of James I of Scotland is quoted or paraphrased from the Wikipedia article found at:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_I_of_Scotland

40

Most of the description of Joan Beaufort, Queen of Scots is quoted or paraphrased from the Wikipedia article found at:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joan_Beaufort,_Queen_of_Scots

41

Most of the description of Joan Stewart, Countess of Morton, is quoted or paraphrased from the Wikipedia article found at:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joan_Stewart,_Countess_of_Morton

42

Most of the description of James Douglas, 1st Earl of Morton, is quoted or paraphrased from the Wikipedia article found at:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Douglas,_1st_Earl_of_Morton

43

The few details known about Janet Douglas were “crowd sourced” from Ancestry.com.

44

Most of the description of Patrick Hepburn, 1st Earl of Bothwell is quoted or paraphrased from the Wikipedia article found at:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patrick_Hepburn,_1st_Earl_of_Bothwell

45

The few details known about Janet Hepburn were “crowd sourced” from Ancestry.com.

46

Most of the description of George Seton is quoted or paraphrased from the Wikipedia article found at:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Seton,_5th_Lord_Seton

47

The few details known about Marion Seton were “crowd sourced” from Ancestry.com.

48

The few details known about Hugh Montgomerie, Sr. were “crowd sourced” from Ancestry.com.

49

Most of the description of Hugh Montgomerie, Jr., 3rd Earl of Eglinton, is quoted or paraphrased from the Wikipedia article
found at: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hugh_Montgomerie,_3rd_Earl_of_Eglinton

50

The few details known about Agnes Drummond were “crowd sourced” from Ancestry.com.

51

The few details known about Margaret Montgomerie were “crowd sourced” from Ancestry.com.

52

Most of the description of Robert Seton, 1st Earl of Winton, is quoted or paraphrased from the Wikipedia article found at:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Seton,_1st_Earl_of_Winton

53

The few details known about Isobel Seton were “crowd sourced” from Ancestry.com.

54

Most of the description of John Maitland, Sr., 1st Earl of Lauderdale, is quoted or paraphrased from the Wikipedia article
found at: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Maitland,_1st_Earl_of_Lauderdale

55

Most of the description of John Maitland, Jr., 1st Duke of Lauderdale, is quoted or paraphrased from the Wikipedia article
found at: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Maitland,_1st_Duke_of_Lauderdale

56

The few details known about Anne Home were “crowd sourced” from Ancestry.com.

57

The few details known about Mary Maitland were “crowd sourced” from Ancestry.com.

58

Documentation regarding William and Margaret Hay (her maiden name was also Hay) that shows their son Alexander as born
on 27 January 1723 in Edinburgh, Midlothian, Scotland. This information can be accessed at:
http://www.palmspringsbum.org/genealogy/getperson.php?personID=I104636
Nine trees on Ancestry.com show Alexander Hay being born on 16 January 1723 also in Edinburgh, Midlothian, Scotland.
http://trees.ancestry.com/pt/PersonMatch.aspx?tid=83598590&pid=30484133408&pg=32842&pgpl=pid&pgps=30484133408
Documentation of birth of Alexander Hay in 1723 to William and Margaret Hay. Margaret’s maiden name was Hay as was
William’s surname. http://www.palmspringsbum.org/genealogy/getperson.php?personID=I104680&tree=Legends
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59

Documentation that Alexander Hay married Helen Alexander on the 27th of September 1748 in Leith South parish of
Edinburgh, Midlothian, Scotland. Taken from Parish records according to website:
http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/Search/results.aspx

60

Documentation that Janet Hay was born on 21 September 1749 in Scoonie, Fife, Scotland to parents Helen Alexander and
Alexander Hay. Taken from Parish records according to website: http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/Search/results.aspx

61

Documentation that Helen Alexander was born during the 11 years from 1720 through 1730 was taken from Parish records
according to website: http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/Search/results.aspx

62

Documentation that William Grieg was born on 28 March 1779 in Auchtermuchty, Fife, Scotland to parents Janet Hay and
George Grieg. Taken from Parish records according to website: http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/Search/results.aspx

63

Documentation that George Grieg was born on 18 June 1742 in Leslie, Fife, Scotland to parents Elizabeth Christy and David
Grieg. Taken from Parish records according to website: http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/Search/results.aspx

64

We used the Mormon service Family Search to provide most of the details. It is found at:
https://familysearch.org/search/record/results?count=20&query=%2Bgivenname%3AWilliam~%20%2Bsurname%3AGrieg~%2
0%2Bbirth_place%3A%22Auchtermuchty%2C%20Fife%2C%20Scotland%22~%20%2Bbirth_year%3A17701790~%20%2Bmarriage_place%3AScotland~%20%2Bmarriage_year%3A1805-1807~&collection_id=(1771074%202016000)

65

The many details shown in this section were based on ancestral trees we “built” through our membership with Ancestry.Com.
Most of the information in those trees were “crowd sourced” from Ancestry.com or taken from other genealogical services on
the Internet- including ScotlandsPeople and the Mormon website FamilySearch.
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Guide to the Back Cover
Ones first impression of the back cover will probably be, “the print is too small, I
can’t read it.” Get out your magnifying glass?
That’s true, but we thought it useful to have “the big picture” of the selected
ancestors of The Chicago Rodgers. Portions of the graphics shown on the back cover
are shown elsewhere in much more readable formats in the three volumes of these
books, which it is hoped will enable closer scrutiny without using a magnifying glass.
The following definitions will help you understand what information can be found:
• Ancestors shown encompass the first three Volumes (I, II, III)
• Girls are in pink.
• Boys are in blue.
• The bold faced numbers show the years of the females’ births.
• The arrows in the beige cells show offspring coming from the mothers.
• Cousin marriages are in yellow shown with the degree of cousinhood.
• Time marches forward from top to bottom of the page.
• Some of the more notable ancestors have “pointers” in gray.
• All of the displayed people are ancestors with three exceptions.
• Two of the exceptions are uncles: Richard the Lionheart and Robin Hood.
• One of the exceptions is a cousin: MacBeth.
• The upper two-thirds of this chart has mostly historic individuals.
• The bottom third has recent relatives about whom we know less than we’d like.
• And yes, Virginia, someone let a Swede into our Scottish ancestral tree!
• He not only made a life, he also saved another ancestor’s life.

Selected Ancestors of the Chicago Rodger’s
Vol III Royal Scottish Ancestors and Intermediaries
David Anderson
December 2017

Whatever has been accomplished here would not
have been possible without the resources from the
Internet. We acknowledge, firstly, Ancestry.com.
They saved us millions of dollars- without that
kind of service this project would have been
impossible. We also benefited greatly from the
services of ScotlandsPeople.gov.uk and of
FamilySearch.org. We also obtained considerable
information via Internet searches- too innumerable
to cite here. We are still grateful to all of them
despite the fees we paid to some of them.

