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Abstract 
Early on, our motivation for studying the ancestors of the Chicago Rodger’s was to determine if, according 
to rumor, they are descendants of any of the Scottish Earls of Bothwell. We relied mostly on two resources 
on the Internet: Ancestry.com and Scotlandspeople.gov.uk. We have been subscribers of both. Finding the 
ancestral lines connecting the Chicago Rodger’s to one or more of the Scottish Earls of Bothwell was the 
most time consuming and difficult undertaking in generating the results shown in a later book of this series 
of three books. It shouldn’t be very surprising that once we found Earls in Scotland we would also find 
Kings and Queens, which we did. The ancestral line that connects to the Earls of Bothwell goes through 
Helen Heath (1831-1902) who was the mother and/or grandmother of the Chicago Rodger’s She was the 
paternal grandmother of my grandfather, Alfred Heath Rodger. Within this Heath ancestral tree we found 
four lines of ancestry without any evident errors or ambiguities. Three of those four lines reach just one 
Earl of Bothwell, the 1st, and the fourth line reaches the 1st, 2nd and 3rd. All four Heath lines also extend to 
Scottish King James the 1st and many other monarchs related to him. We were surprised, but should not 
have been, to find connections to royalty in much of what is now called Western Europe. There is also a 
mathematical aspect to ancestral trees: Once you have 20 generations separating recent ancestors from the 
more distant ones, the math suggests you’ll have about 2 to the 20th power distant “grandparents” or 
somewhat over 1 million such folks. If one allows for historical levels of distant (and not so distant) cousin 
marriages that number drops to about 600,000.  
 
This 1st volume, of the three we have produced, covers the ancestors of William the Conqueror and his 
wife Matilda.  His Norman army defeated the English at the famous Battle of Hastings in 1066. His and his 
wife’s ancestors’ birthdates range from 582 up to 1012. These relatives lived in a range of 27 to 41 
generations prior to Helen Heath. Allowing for a “guessed” level of cousin marriages the exponential math 
suggests about 68 million ancestors in the year 1000, when the population of Western Europe was less than 
that. This suggests but does not prove that nearly everyone alive in Western Europe prior to the year 1000 
was one of our ancestors. Similarly, most people of western European descendancy will have these pre-
millennial grandparents too. In our case we confirm it from the ancestral charts we constructed. 
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Selected Ancestors of the Chicago 
Rodger’s Along the Helen Heath Line 
 
Volume I, Continental Ancestors Before Hastings, of this three volume series is presented in this book. It 
covers: 
 

• The historic ancestors of William the Conqueror (1024 – 1087) and his wife Matilda (1030 – 1083). 
They lived during the five centuries preceding the Norman conquest of England in 1066. Volume I 
ends with descriptions of the lives of William and Matilda. But it begins telling how we descend 
from a nun and a bishop! And how that was done quite legally within the Roman Catholic Church 
laws. Of all our ancestors, Charles Martel (686 – 741) may be the most important. Many historians 
credit him with saving western (Christian) civilization from being over-run by the Muslim 
caliphates. Their descendants include the Chicago Rodger’s and some of the persons described in 
Volumes II and III. 

 
The other two volumes in this three-volume series cover: 
 

• In Volume II, English Forbearers of Our Scottish Ancestors, we cover the English ancestors of 
Joan Beaufort (1402 – 1445) who was the wife of Scottish King James Stewart I (1394 – 1436). We 
follow those ancestors in two segments: First we describe the old English Kings and their relevant 
descendants beginning with King Alfred the Great (849 – 899) and then in the 2nd segment start 
from William the Conqueror (1024 – 1087) onward through the kings and other nobility of the 
House of Plantagenets up to the time of Joan Beaufort’s immediate ancestors. 
 

• In Volume III, Royal Scottish Ancestors and Intermediaries we cover our Scottish ancestors 
beginning with Kenneth MacAlpin, King of Scotland (810 – 858). Farther along this line of our 
ancestors is a cousin: King Macbeth (1005 – 1057). He fought our ancestors (killing once and dying 
once!). Several kings are encountered on our way down to Scottish King James I (1394 – 1436). 
His descendants in the Helen Heath line then include (or are cousins to) the first three Earls of 
Bothwell. After them we find the more recent ancestors of Helen Heath (1831 – 1901), who, for the 
most part, have escaped the attention of historians and news media. At the end we show the 
descendants of Helen Heath, including the Chicago Rodger’s.  

 

On The Mathematics Of Ancestry 
Needless to say this author is not an expert nor a professional genealogist. But I do have some considerable 
experience digging up information on our ancestors- mostly through Ancestry.Com.  
 
A simple way to look at the math of ancestors is to remember that the numbers of parents, grand parents, 
great-grand parents usually doubles each generation as we go up the tree of ancestors. Those numbers, in 
the first several generations, are  2, 4, 8, 16, 32, 64, 128, 256, 512, 1024,…….etc. In fact you can count for 
yourself to see that the 10th generation has 1024 great-grandparents. In our work we have far more 
generations than that! Altogether we have 45 generations. If we extend the doubling exercise the numbers 
of great grandparents gets astronomical: At 20, 30 and 40 generations we have 1,048,576,  1,073,741,824 
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and 1,099,511,627,776. In the millions, billions and trillions, respectively. Dare we say about 35 trillion at 
the 45th generation, which is the earliest we studied among our own ancestors? 
 
We know anything in the trillions is wrong because the earth’s population- not to mention Europe’s- has 
never exceeded even 8 billion. The numbers in the billions are also wrong because 30 generations ago was 
about the year 1,000 when the European population was not even 20 million. 
 
So what explains these inconsistencies? The answer: inbreeding or what is sometimes called cousin 
marriage. When there is inbreeding, the numbers no longer double at each generation. Rather they increase 
at a slower rate. Inbreeding can take many forms: 
 

• Illegal: Such as incest and sometimes first cousin marriages. 
• Legal: Usually second cousin and more distant cousin marriages are involved. 

 
We looked for historical data on inbreeding in Scotland, England and continental Europe and found very 
little information. We did see a lower estimate that inbreeding was lowering the typical doubling each 
generation by about 4%. That changes the doubling to an increase of about 1.92 each generation. It’s quite 
likely that this factor is off and takes a different value depending on the details of each generation and the 
historical epoch it is in. 
 
So we revised our estimates using the 1.92 factor to find: 
 

• At 20 generations, back in about 1370, one gets 463 thousand ancestors. 
• At 30 generations, back in about 1024, one gets 316 million ancestors. 
• At 40 generations, back in about   742, one gets 215 billion ancestors. 
• At 45 generations, back in about   582, one gets 6 trillion ancestors. 

 
Only the first of these is plausible. We must have underestimated the inbreeding. Still it gives one the 
impression that a very high percentage of the people alive in say 1024 are likely our ancestors. 
Genealogists who study the mathematics of this like to say that almost everyone of European ancestry has 
Charlemagne, born in 742, as an ancestor. What about the Chinese philosopher Confucius? Almost 
certainly- because he lived 2,500 years ago- allowing much time for his DNA to migrate to Europe and 
then onward into our ancestors. Do you want to be related to Genghis Kahn? It’s maybe even odds that you 
are. As for the Prophet Muhammad we could not find any direct descendancy but a cousin to our line, 
Edward, Duke of York (1373 – 1415), had him as an ancestor. Whew- that was close! Some scholars doubt 
that Muhammad even existed.1 In that case there would be no descendancy of our ancestors or anyone else. 
 

How To Read These Volumes 
Normally an author would not try to tell readers how to read their writings. It would be embarrassing to all 
concerned. But these books are not normal writings. They are not my writings except for some light editing 
I did. The articles of sections of these books are more like “pastings.” We pasted a great deal of text from 
Website accounts and nearly all of that came from the Wikipedia.Org: sites with URL’s of the form: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SubjectTitle. We provide endnotes to enable access to these & other sources. 
 
Each such article on Wikipedia generally has several authors and different articles usually have different 
authors. This means that the style and structure of the various articles can and do differ. What I am trying 
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to say is that these three volumes are not necessarily easy to read. We can’t even vouch for the accuracy of 
Wikipedia given that it is “crowd sourced.” Yet some studies have found Wikipedia articles are often more 
accurate that corresponding articles in other encyclopedias. It is an interesting social phenomenon that an 
unrelated and largely unregulated group of strangers can produce such good results.  
 
As the primary author of these books, I did not have the time nor the expertise to write about our ancestors 
from scratch. At one extreme I considered simply giving time and place information about each ancestor 
without any additional descriptions or discussion. At the other extreme I would like to do a comprehensive 
job, but I didn’t have the resources to do that. So I chose the compromise of pasting other authors’ 
information followed by some light editing. I thought that you, the reader, would like having some 
additional information (where it exists) about our ancestors. Using Wikipedia and a few other Internet 
resources and reference books allowed me to complete the writing project in months rather than years. 
 
So when you are reading the various sections in these books your approach should probably depend on 
how much detail you want to have. If you are seeking in depth understanding of these people, you can use 
the reference or references within each section to seek out other documents to learn more if the articles 
seem insufficient. Or if you are happy with just a survey, you can stop reading each article before you 
drowse off or get too “deep into the weeds.” 

Highlights of Volume I: 
Before reviewing some of the more interesting events in the lives of these very old ancestors I want to 
digress a little. The years covered here in Volume I are mostly in the first millennium: From 582 until the 
death of William the Conqueror in 1087. As we mentioned above, nearly everyone alive prior to the year 
1000 is probably our ancestor. That means that to tell the stories of our ancestors is more that of writing a 
history book than that of a more family oriented narrative. Still we found it interesting and thought you 
would also see it that way. 
 
In this volume we chose the ancestral lines that connect some very old Europeans to William the 
Conqueror and his wife Matilda of Flanders, who are distant ancestors of the Chicago Rodger’s. As her 
name Matilda of Flanders suggests her family and many of of her ancestors lived in the region called 
Flanders, which currently encompasses present day portions of northeastern France, parts of Belgium and 
Germany. We begin our description of the “highlights” by looking at her ancestors first.  
 
What could be better than to start this story in present day Texas? 
 
We recently learned of a “craft” brewery, Saint Arnold Brewing Company of Houston, that took its name 
in honor of our oldest and earliest ancestor that we chose to investigate. That would be Arnulf of Metz (582 
– 640), who would later become the Bishop of Metz with posthumous elevation to Sainthood: The Patron 
Saint of Brewers. You can visit this brewery’s website http://www.saintarnold.com to learn not only about 
their beer making but to see their biography of Arnold (or Arnulf as his name is spelled in German). 
 
Arnulf and his wife Doda did not violate any oath of celibacy for both of them to be members of religious 
orders of the Catholic Church and also to have been married ancestors of ours. They were married to each 
other when they were young. When they were done rearing children they appealed to the Pope for an 
annulment of their marriage on the grounds that they were cousins of too close a degree to have been 
permitted to marry under Church law. The Pope granted the annulment and both spouses went into 
religious orders. Doda became a nun and Arnulf became a Bishop. Both became Saints but the details 
concerning Doda are lost to history. Arnulf, in his time, was famous for a number of things but his 
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expertise in brewing beer seems to have been foremost. I think of him as a public health official- warning 
people of the health hazards of drinking water and recommending beer as a healthy substitute.  
 
Fast-forward about one-hundred years and we encounter what many historians regard as a pivotal figure in 
saving Christian civilization from the rapidly expanding Muslim empires. He, Charles Martel (686 – 741), 
was humble in some respects. For example, he was happy with the title, Mayor of the Palace, and he did 
not seek to be a King or Emperor- designations that he had easily earned through his administrative and 
military accomplishments. Instead he focused on the Muslim menace within Europe. Through his military 
skills and those of his allied forces he was able to expel the Muslims from the southern parts of what we 
now call France to limit their occupation to the Iberian peninsula. German historian Friedrich von Schlegel 
saw him as a savior of Western civilization saying, …the arm of Charles Martel saved and delivered the 
Christian nations of the West from the deadly grasp of all-destroying Islam. 
 
By the end of his rule, Martel controlled much of what we now call Western Europe, including France, 
Belgium, The Netherlands and Germany.  That’s quite an accomplishment given that his title was simply, 
Mayor of the Palace. 
 
His grandson, Charlemagne (742 – 814) was not quite as humble and was happy to be crowned Holy 
Roman Emperor on Christmas Day in the year 800 by Pope Leo III. Charlemagne expanded the territories 
of the Holy Roman Empire to include much of present day Italy as well as additional land in Spain and 
northern Germany. Charlemagne’s seat of power was Aachen, a city in northwestern Germany (where I 
once attended a physics conference in 1983 and where I toured the Cathedral he was buried in).♣ 
 
Charlemagne also dabbled in theology. Unlike the teachings of the Roman Catholic authorities in Rome, 
which held that the Holy Spirit comes just from the Father and not the Son, Charlemagne and many of his 
bishops believed that the Holy Spirit comes from both the Father and the Son. On a visit to Rome he 
convinced Pope Leo III of this new interpretation and was given permission to teach the new concept in all 
parts of the Holy Roman Empire under his rule. 
 
You don’t often hear of fathers encouraging bastards- in this case of bastard grandchildren within his own 
family. But Charlemagne did not want any successors coming from his daughters so he insisted that they 
remain unmarried. As a result there were liaisons instead of marriages. He not only tolerated these 
extramarital relationships, he rewarded the men involved and treasured the grandchildren. This strategy 
worked in the sense that his son Louis the Pious ended up being his successor. 
 
Farther down this line we encounter Charlemagne’s great-great-grandson Baldwin II (864 – 918). What’s 
interesting here is not so much Baldwin himself but our ancestor and his wife Ælfthryth (877 – 929) who 
was the daughter of England’s King Alfred the Great (849 – 899). He is separately our ancestor at the top 
of the English line, which we describe in Volume II of this series. This makes Alfred the Great our 
grandfather twice! As we go through the ancestral lines in this volume and the other two, we will encounter 
other “doubles.” The fact that one person can be our ancestor more than once- along different ancestral 
lines- is only possible when there are marriages of cousins (of some degree). 
                                                
♣

 As perhaps an irrelevant aside, I found myself in conversation with a Russian physicist at the conference banquet- where 
considerable alcohol had been consumed. This Russian said to me (and I paraphrase) 
 
You Americans think you have problems on your border with Mexico. In Russia we have much worse problems on our southern 
borders. Our neighbors are Muslims and they have four children per family. In Moscow we Russians have about one child per 
family. Do the math and you’ll see that we have the worse problem…… 
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One fairly common aspect of the Rodger ancestors is their occasional intermarriage with foreigners. Since 
we are concentrating on our ancestors who were historic figures they tended to be royalty and nobility. 
They often married people from other lands. 
 
A great-grandson of Baldwin II (just mentioned) was Arnulf II, Count of Flanders (960 – 987). What could 
be better for him than to marry an Italian Princess? So he married Rozala of Italy (950 – 1003) and stayed 
married to her long enough to produce Rodger ancestor Baldwin IV (980 – 1035). This makes us a little bit 
Italian because we can claim Rozala as our Italian Grandmother. After being widowed, Rozala was no 
slouch: She then married the King of France, Robert II. As will become evident, Rozala is the great-grand-
mother of Matilda of Flanders (1031 – 1083) who married William the Conqueror (1028 – 1087)- both of 
whom are Rodger ancestors. 
 
Having said something about Matilda’s ancestors we now turn to mention those of William. His family was 
mostly in and from Normandy. On his paternal line we describe his great-grandfather Richard I, Duke of 
Normandy; his grandfather Richard II, Duke of Normandy; and his father Robert I, Duke of Normandy. 
 
Of particular interest and curiosity is an ancestral aunt Emma of Normandy (985 – 1052) who was the 
daughter of Richard I, Duke of Normandy (933 – 996). She was firstly married off to English King, 
Ethelred the Unready (968 – 1016) who was one mean SOB- having killed thousands of Danish immigrants 
within England. After his death Emma didn’t really leave the palace because she married the successor 
King! (For homework, please explain how she managed this switch.) He was Danish but she didn’t mind. 
He was Canute II who also was called The Great Sweynson. Canute ruled an empire that included most of 
Scandinavia as well as England. 
 
If that seems impressive let’s consider her sons- one each from her marriages. She and Ethelred produced 
King of England, Edward the Confessor (1004 – 1066). Later, she and Canute II produced Harthacanute 
(1019 – 1042) who also became King of England and Denmark in 1035. 
 
Now who was this famous guy William, Duke of Normandy who later became King of England? 
 
The story goes that his father, Robert I the Magnificent, Duke of Normandy, was smitten by a village girl, 
Herleva of Falaise. He and she were inseparable and yet class differences forbade marriage. The result: A 
bastard son William (1028 – 1087). Without any legitimate siblings, William became Duke of Normandy. 
Then you might ask, what rule of succession put him in line for the English throne? Here’s how: His 
father’s cousin was Edward the Confessor, King of England, who had no children. Edward, according to 
some accounts, appointed William as his successor. When Edward died in early 1066, Harold Godwinson 
became King instead relying on an informal order of succession announced on Edward’s deathbed. 
 
With that prelude, what was William to do? Answer: Invade England. Result: The Norman Invasion, The 
Battle of Hastings, and William’s taking the English throne. All the rest is history. 
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Part I: We Start With Matilda’s Ancestors 
 
This remainder of this book is divided into three parts as follows: 
 

• Part I describes the ancestors of Matilda, the wife of William the Conqueror, along a line that 
includes Charlemagne and Charles Martel. 

 
• Part II describes the ancestors of William the Conqueror along his paternal, Dukes of Normandy, 

line. It also describes the two husbands and two sons of William’s great aunt Emma wherein all 
four of these men were kings of either Denmark and/or England. 

 
• Part III merges the two lines from Part I and Part II to describe their common descendant pair of 

William the Conqueror and his wife Matilda. 
 
Among the ancestral lines we explored, very little is known prior to the year 600 or so. For that reason we 
looked for the first interesting ancestor in that era. We didn’t have to look far when we realized that we 
descend from a Bishop and a Nun! Thus our story begins with Bishop Arnulf of Metz and his former wife 
Doda. Metz is a city near Belgium in present day France. 
 
What follows is taken from Wikipedia and other sources. We apologize for the awkward prose you’ll find. 

Arnulf of Metz2 (582 – 640) 
[Author’s 43rd Great Grandfather] 
Saint Arnulf of Metz  (582 – 640), after the annulment of his 
marriage, was a Frankish bishop of Metz and advisor to the 
Merovingian court of Austrasia, who later retired to the Abbey of 
Remiremont.  

1 Life 
Arnulf was born to an important Frankish family around 582. His 
father was probably Bodegisel  (d. 585), Palace Mayor and Duke of 
Sueve and his mother probably Saint Oda, Abbess of Amay. The 
family owned vast domains between the Mosel and Meuse rivers. As 
an adolescent, he was called to the Merovingian court of King 
Theudebert II  (595–612) of Austrasia where he gave distinguished 
service. He was both a military commander and a civil administrator; 
at one time he had under his care six distinct provinces. 
 
In 596 Arnulf married 596 Dode or Doda, (born 584), and had 
children. Chlodulf of Metz was his oldest son, but more important is 
his second son Ansegisel, who married Begga daughter of Pepin I, 
Pippin of Landen. Arnulf was the male-line grandfather of Pepin of 
Herstal, great-grandfather of Charles Martel and 3rd great 
grandfather of Charlemagne. At some point it appears that their 
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marriage was annulled on grounds of consanguinity that enabled his wife to become a nun. In turn Arnulf 
saw it as a sign of God and became a priest and bishop afterwards.  
 
The rule of Austrasia came into the hands of Brunhilda, the grandmother of Theudebert, who ruled also in 
Burgundy in the name of her great-grandchildren. In 613 Arnulf joined his politics with Pippin of Landen 
and led the opposition of Frankish nobles against Queen Brunhilda. The revolt led to her overthrow, 
torture, and eventual execution, and the subsequent reunification of Frankish lands under Chlothachar II.  
 
He retired around 628 to a hermitage at a mountain site in his domains in the Vosges. His friend Romaric, 
whose parents were killed by Brunhilda, had preceded him to the mountains around 613, and together with 
Amatus had already established Remiremont Abbey there. After the death of Chlothachar in 629, Arnulf 
settled near Habendum, where he died some time between 643 and 647. He was buried at Remiremont. 
 
Arnulf was canonized as a Saint by the Roman Catholic Church. In iconography he is portrayed with a rake 
in his hand. 

2 As Advocate of Beer and Patron Saint of Brewing? 
"Don't drink the water, drink beer" warned Saint Arnulf of Metz. How did he and other important religious 
personages become the patron saints of suds? The bishops of brewers? The apostles of ale? Both universal 
and local Saints have reportedly performed miracles, either during their lives or afterwards, that involved 
the working class people and beer. Other saints were designated because they represent beer producing and 
consuming regions. Centuries ago beer was the daily drink of the people, both because plain water was 
often polluted and due to beer's inexpensive, nourishing qualities. Monks brewed beer for themselves as a 
safe source of hearty sustenance. Monk's meals were frugal at best, particularly during fast periods. 
However, consumption of liquids did not break the fast. Monasteries in the middle age served as inns for 
travelers who shared the monk's provisions, especially their robust, sustaining beers. Eventually, the 
monk's were able to also sell their beers at pubs called klosterschenken, and a flourishing trade developed. 
To build brand loyalty, the names of the monastery's patron saint was used. To this day many beers bear 
the names of a saint. Arnulf is said to have spent his life warning peasants about the health hazards of 
drinking water. Water was not necessarily safe to drink during the dark ages, especially around towns and 
villages. Nasty stuff. Arnulf always had the well-being of his followers close at heart. Beer, on the other 
hand, was quite safe. Arnulf frequently pointed this out to his congregation. He is credited with having 
once said, "From man's sweat and God's love, beer came into the world." It goes without saying that the 
people loved and revered Arnulf. In 627, Saint Arnulf retired to a monastery near Remiremont, France, 
where he died and was buried in 640. [This paragraph was found on RootsWeb] 

3 Legends 
 There are three legends associated with Arnulf: 
 
3.1 The Legend of the Ring 
Arnulf was tormented by the violence that surrounded him and feared that he had played a role in the wars 
and murders that plagued the ruling families. Obsessed by these sins, Arnulf went to a bridge over the 
Moselle River. There he took off his bishop’s ring and threw it into the river, praying to God to give him a 
sign of absolution by returning the ring to him. Many penitent years later, a fisherman brought to the 
bishop’s kitchen a fish in the stomach of which was found the bishop’s ring. Arnulf repaid the sign of God 
by immediately retiring as bishop and becoming a hermit for the remainder of his life. 
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3.2 The Legend of the Fire 
At the moment Arnulf resigned as bishop, a fire broke out in the cellars of the royal palace and threatened 
to spread throughout the city of Metz. Arnulf, full of courage and feeling unity with the townspeople, stood 
before the fire and said, “If God wants me to be consumed, I am in His hands.” He then made the sign of 
the cross at which point the fire immediately receded. 
 
3.3 The Legend of the Beer Mug 
It was July 642 and very hot when the parishioners of Metz went to Remiremont to recover the remains of 
their former bishop. They had little to drink and the terrain was inhospitable. At the point when the 
exhausted procession was about to proceed farther, one of the parishioners, Duc Notto, prayed “By his 
powerful intercession the Blessed Arnold will bring us what we lack.” Immediately the small remnant of 
beer at the bottom of a pot multiplied in such amounts that the pilgrims’ thirst was quenched and they had 
enough to enjoy the next evening when they arrived in Metz. 
 
His son Ansegisel de Metz is the Rodger ancestor. 

Saint Doda of Metz3 (583 – 612) 
[Author’s 43rd Great Grandmother] 
Doda of Metz was the wife of Arnulf of Metz prior to their entries into religious orders. Very little is 
known about Doda but she became a nun in approximately 612. It is suggested by the French Wikipedia 
article4 on Saint Doda that her marriage to Arnulf was annulled on grounds of consanguinity. After the 
annulment she became a nun and Arnulf was appointed Bishop of Metz. She died soon after, also in 612.  
 
Thus we have an explanation how the Chicago Rodgers descend from a celibate nun and celibate bishop. 
 
Her son Ansegisel de Metz is the Rodger ancestor. 
 
 

Ansegisel5 (602 – 662) 
[Author’s 42nd Great Grandfather] 
Ansegisel  (also Ansgise, Ansegus, or Anchises) (602 or 610 – murdered before 679 or 662) was the son of 
Saint Arnulf, Bishop of Metz, and his wife Doda. He served King Sigbert III  of Austrasia (634–656) as a 
duke and domesticus. He was killed sometime before 679, slain in a feud 
by his enemy Gundewin. Through his son Pepin, Ansegisel’s 
descendants would eventually become Frankish kings.  

Life 
Ansegisel was married to Begga, the daughter of Pepin the Elder, 
sometime after 639. They had the following children: 
 

• Pepin II  (635 or 640 – 714), who would later become Mayor of 
the Palace of Austrasia 

• Martin of Herstal 
• Clotilda of Herstal (650–699), married King Theuderic III of 

Neustria 
 
His son Pepin II de Metz is the Rodger ancestor. 
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Begga6 (615 – 693) 
[Author’s 42nd Great Grandmother] 
Saint Begga (615 – 17 December 693) was the daughter of Pepin of Landen, mayor of the palace of 
Austrasia, and his wife Itta of Metz. On the death of her husband, she took the veil, founded seven 
churches, and built a convent at Andenne on the Meuse River (Andenne sur Meuse) where she spent the 
rest of her days as abbess. She was buried in Saint Begga’s Collegiate Church in Andenne. 

Life 
The daughter of Pepin of Landen and his wife, Itta, Begga was the older sister of St Gertrude of Nivelles.  
She married Ansegisel, son of Arnulf, Bishop of Metz, and had three children: Pepin of Heristal, Martin of 
Laon, and Clotilda of Heristal, who married Theuderic III of the Franks.  Ansegisel was killed sometime 
before 679, slain in a feud by his enemy Gundewin. Begga made a pilgrimage to Rome, and upon her 
return built seven churches at Andenne on the Meuse. 

Veneration 
 She is commemorated as a saint on her feast days, 6 September and 17 December. St. Begga’s feast day is 
17 December according to www.catholic.org. Some hold that the Beguine movement which came to light 
in the 12th century was actually founded by St Begga; and the church in the beguinage of Lier, Belgium, 
has a statue of St Begga standing above the inscription: St. Begga, our foundress.  
 
Her son Pepin II de Metz is the Rodger ancestor. 
 
 

Pepin of Herstal7 (635 – 
714) 
[Author’s 41st Great Grandfather] 
Pepin II  (635 – 16 December 714), commonly known as 
Pepin of Herstal, was a Frankish statesman and military leader 
who de facto ruled Francia as the Mayor of the Palace from 
680 until his death. He took the title, Duke and Prince of the 
Franks, upon his conquest of all the Frankish realms. 
	
The son of the powerful Frankish statesman, Ansegisel, Pepin 
worked to make his family, the Pippinids, the strongest in 
Francia. He was able to realise his dreams by becoming Mayor 
of the Palace in Austrasia in 680. Pepin subsequently 
embarked on several wars to expand his power. He united all 
the Frankish realms by the conquest of Neustria and Burgundy 
in 687. In foreign conflicts, Pepin increased the power of the 
Franks by his subjugation of the Alemanni, the Frisians, and the 
Franconians. He also began the process of evangelisation of Germany. Pepin’s statesmanship was notable 
for the further diminution of Merovingian royal authority, and for the acceptance of the undisputed right to 
rule for his family. Therefore, Pepin was able to name as heir, his grandson, Theudoald. This was not 

Pepin shown standing 
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accepted by his powerful out-of-wedlock son, Charles Martel, leading to a civil war after his death in 
which the latter emerged victorious. 

Background 
Pepin II was the grandson and namesake of Pepin I the Elder through the marriage of Pepin I’s daughter 
Begga to Ansegisel, son of Arnulf of Metz. He was also the grandfather of Pepin the Short and great-
grandfather of Charlemagne. That marriage united the two houses of the Pippinids and the Arnulfings 
which created what would be called the Carolingian dynasty. Pepin II was probably born in Herstal now in 
Belgium 

Rise to power 
As mayor of Austrasia, Pepin together with Martin, the duke of Laon, fought the Neustrian mayor Ebroin, 
who had designs on all Francia. Ebroin defeated the Austrasians at Lucofao (Bois-du-Fay, near Laon) and 
came close to uniting all the Franks under his rule; however, he was assassinated in 681. Pepin then made 
peace with Ebroin’s successor, Waratton. However, Waratton’s successor, Berthar, and the Neustrian king 
Theuderic III, who, since 679, was nominal king of all the Franks, made war on Austrasia. Pepin’s forces 
defeated them at the Battle of Tertry in the Vermandois in 687. With his enemies put down, Pepin was 
became mayor in all three Frankish kingdoms (Austrasia, Neustria, and Burgundy) and began calling 
himself Duke and Prince of the Franks. 

Duke and Prince of the Franks 
Over the next several years, Pepin subdued the Alemanni, Frisians, and Franconians, bringing them within 
the Frankish sphere of influence. He also began the evangelization of Germany. In 695, he placed his son 
Drogo in the Burgundian mayorship and his other son, Grimoald, in the Neustrian one. Around 670, Pepin 
had married Plectrude, who had inherited substantial estates in the Moselle region. She was the mother of 
Drogo of Champagne and Grimoald II, both of whom died before their father. However, Pepin also had a 
mistress named Alpaida (or Chalpaida) who bore him two more sons: Charles and Childebrand. 

Death and succession 
Just before Pepin’s death, Plectrude convinced him to disinherit the sons he had with his mistress Alpaida 
in favour of his grandson, Theudoald  (the son of Pepin and Plectrude’s son Grimoald), who was still 
young (and amenable to Plectrude’s control). Pepin died suddenly at an old age on 16 December 714, at 
Jupille  (in modern Belgium). His grandchildren through Plectrude claimed themselves to be Pepin’s true 
successors and, with the help of Plectrude, tried to maintain the position of mayor of the palace after 
Pepin’s death. However, Charles Martel (son of Pepin and Alpaida) had gained favour among the 
Austrasians, primarily for his military prowess.  
 
Despite the efforts of Plectrude to silence her child’s rival by imprisoning him, he became the sole mayor 
of the palace—and de facto ruler of Francia—after a civil war that lasted some years after Pepin’s death. 
 
His son Charles Martel is the Rodger ancestor. 
 
 

Alpaida8 (654 – 714) 
[Author’s 41st Great Grandmother] 
Alpaida was a noblewoman of the House of Pepin. The daughter of Alberic of Austrasia and Adèle of 
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Poitiers, she was Pepin II 's (635 or 640 – December 16, 714) mistress and mother of two sons, Charles 
Martel  (Charles the Hammer) (686 - 741) and Childebrand  (678–751). 
 
Her son Charles Martel is the Rodger ancestor. 
 
 
 

Charles Martel9 (686 – 741) 
[Author’s 40th Great Grandfather] 
Charles Martel  (686  – 741) was a Frankish statesman and military leader who, as Duke and Prince of the 
Franks and Mayor of the Palace, was de facto ruler of Francia from 718 until his death. 
 
The son of the Frankish statesman Pepin of Herstal and a noblewoman mistress Alpaida, Charles 
successfully asserted his claims to power as successor to his father as the power behind the throne in 
Frankish politics. Continuing and building on his father’s work, he restored centralized government in 
Francia and led military campaigns that re-established the Franks as the undisputed masters of all Gaul.  
 
After work to establish unity in Gaul, Charles’ attention was called to foreign conflicts, and dealing with 
the Islamic advance into Western Europe was a foremost concern. Arab and Berber Islamic forces had 
conquered Spain (711), crossed the Pyrenees (720), seized a major dependency of the Visigoths  (721-725), 
and after intermittent challenges, under Abdul Rahman Al Ghafiqi, Governor-General of al-Andalus, 
advanced toward Gaul and on Tours, “the holy town of Gaul"; in October 732, the army of the Umayyad 
Caliphate led by Al Ghafiqi met Frankish and Burgundian forces under Charles in an area between the 
cities of Tours and Poitiers (modern north central France), leading to a decisive, historically important 
Frankish victory known as the Battle of Tours, ending the “last of the great Arab invasions of Europe.”  
 
Charles then took the offensive, pushing the Islamic forces southward. He relived Nimes, but failed to 
recover Narbonne (737).  Not satisfied with that he attacked fellow Christian realms, establishing Frankish 
control over Bavaria, Alemannia, and Frisia, and extracted tribute from some of the Saxon tribes (738). 
Apart from the military endeavours, Charles is considered to be a founding figure of the European Middle 
Ages. Skilled as an administrator as well as a warrior, he is credited with a seminal role in the emerging 
responsibilities of the knights of courts, and so in the development of the Frankish system of feudalism.  
Moreover, Charles—a great patron of Saint Boniface —made the first attempt at reconciliation between the 
Franks and the Papacy. Pope Gregory III, facing rebellion by the Lombards, invited Charles to be defender 
of the Holy See and offered him the Roman consulship, but Charles declined. Although Charles never 
assumed the title of king, he divided Francia, like a king, between his sons Carloman and Pepin. The latter 
became the first of the Carolingians, the family of Charles Martel, to become king. Charles’ grandson, 
Charlemagne, extended the Frankish realms to include much of the West, and became the first Emperor 
since the fall of Rome. Therefore, on the basis of his achievements, Charles is seen as laying the 
groundwork for the Carolingian Empire. In summing up the man, Gibbon wrote that Charles was “the hero 
of the age,” whereas Guerard describes him as being the “champion of the Cross against the Crescent.”  
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Gaule in the year 714 

1 Background   
Charles was the son of Pepin of Herstal and his mistress Alpaida.   He had a brother named Childebrand, 
who later became the Frankish dux  (that is, duke) of Burgundy.  
 
In older historiography, it was common to describe Charles as “illigitimate”. This is still widely repeated in 
popular culture today. But, polygamy was a legitimate Frankish practice at the time and it is unlikely that 
Charles was considered “illegitimate”. It is likely that the interpretation of “illegitimacy” is an idea derived 
of Pepin’s first wife’s (Plectrude 's) desire to see her progeny as heirs to Pepin’s power. 
 

2 Contesting for power  
The map displays the Frankish kingdoms at the time of the death of Pepin of Heristal. Aquitaine (yellow) 
was outside Arnulfing authority and Neustria and Burgundy (pink) were united in opposition to further 
Arnulfing dominance of the highest offices. Only Austrasia (green) supported an Arnulfing mayor, first 
Theudoald then Charles. The German duchies east of the Rhine were outside of Frankish control. 
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In December 714, Pepin of Herstal died. Prior to his death, he had, at his wife Plectrude’s urging, 
designated Theudoald, his grandson by their late son Grimoald, his heir in the entire realm. This was 
immediately opposed by the nobles because Theudoald was a child of only eight years of age. To prevent 
Charles using this unrest to his own advantage, Plectrude had him imprisoned in Cologne, the city that was 
destined to be her capital. This prevented an uprising on his behalf in Austrasia, but not in Neustria.  
 
2.1 Civil war of 715–718  
In 715, the Neustrian nobles proclaimed Ragenfrid mayor of their palace on behalf of, and apparently with 
the support of, Dagobert III. But before the end of the year, Charles Martel escaped from prison and been 
acclaimed mayor by the nobles of that kingdom. That year, Dagobert III, a Merovingian, died and the 
Neustrians proclaimed Chilperic II, the cloistered son of Childeric II, as king. 
 
 2.1.1 Battle of Cologne  
In 716, Chilperic led an army into Austrasia. The Neustrians allied with another invading force under 
Radbod, King of the Frisians and met Charles in battle near Cologne, which was still held by Plectrude. 
Charles had little time to gather men, or prepare, and the result was defeat and retreat for Charles. 
 
 2.1.2 Battle of Amblève  
Charles retreated to the mountains of the Eifel to gather men, and train them. Having made the proper 
preparations, he fell upon the triumphant army near Malmedy as it was returning to its own province, and, 
in the ensuing Battle of Amblève, routed it. The few troops who were not killed or captured fled.  
 
In this battle Charles set a pattern for the remainder of his military career. He appeared where his enemies 
least expected him, while they were marching triumphantly home and far outnumbered him. He also 
attacked when least expected, at midday, when armies of that era traditionally were resting. Finally, he 
attacked them how they least expected it, by feigning a retreat to draw his opponents into a trap. The 
feigned retreat, next to unknown in Western Europe at that time—it was a traditionally eastern tactic—
required both extraordinary discipline on the part of the troops and exact timing on the part of their 
commander. Charles, in this battle, had begun demonstrating the military brilliance that would mark his 
rule. The result was an unbroken victory streak that lasted until his death.  
 
 2.1.3 Battle of Vincy in 717 
After the victory at Amblève, Charles took time to rally more men and prepare. By the following spring, 
Charles had attracted enough support to descend in full force on the Neustrians. He chose the time and 
location. Charles pushed the Neustrians all the way to Paris, before turning back to deal with Plectrude and 
Cologne. He took her city, but allowed both Plectrude and the young Theudoald to live and treated them 
with kindness—unusual for those times, when mercy to a former jailer, or a potential rival, was rare.  
 

3 Consolidation of power  
After subjugating all Austrasia, he next took West Frisia (now in Holland). He also sent the Saxons back 
over the Weser river. Soon Charles Martel was in control of all the Frankish kingdoms. 
 
3.1 Foreign wars of 718–732  
Although Charles did not trust the pagans, their ruler, Aldegisel, accepted Christianity, and Charles sent 
Willibrord, bishop of Utrecht, the famous “Apostle to the Frisians” to convert the people. Charles also did 
much to support Winfrid, later Saint Boniface, the “Apostle of the Germans.” When Chilperic II died the 



 18 

following year (720), Charles appointed as his successor the son of Dagobert III, Theuderic IV, who was 
still a minor, and who ruled from 720 to 737. Various other civil wars were put down by 732. 
 
The next six years were devoted in their entirety to assuring Frankish authority over the dependent 
Germanic tribes. Between 720 and 723, Charles was fighting in Bavaria, where the Agilolfing dukes had 
gradually evolved into independent rulers, recently in alliance with Liutprand the Lombard. He forced the 
Alemanni to accompany him, and Duke Hugbert submitted to Frankish suzerainty. He brought back the 
Agilolfing princess Swanachild, who apparently became his concubine.  
 
In 725 and 728, he again entered Bavaria. In 730, he marched against Lantfrid, duke of Alemannia, who 
had also become independent, and killed him in battle. He forced the Alemanni capitulation to Frankish 
suzerainty and did not appoint a successor to Lantfrid. Thus, southern Germany once more became part of 
the Frankish kingdom, as had northern Germany during the first years of the reign.  
 
By 731, the realm secure, Charles began to prepare exclusively for the threats from the south and west.  
 

4 Prelude to Tours 
 
4.1 Lead-up  
By 721, the emir of Córdoba had a strong army from Morocco, Yemen, and Syria to conquer Aquitaine. 
The large duchy in southwest Gaul was nominally under Frankish rule, but in fact was almost independent 
under Odo the Great, Duke of Aquitaine, since the Merovingian kings had lost power. The invading 
Muslims besieged Toulouse, then Aquitaine’s most important city, and Odo immediately left to find help.  
 
Returning three months later, Odo was in time to prevent the city’s surrender and defeated the Muslim 
invaders on June 9, 721, at the Battle of Toulouse. After Odo’s escape the Muslims had become 
overconfident and negligent. In a near classic enveloping movement Odo’s forces launched a surprise 
attack on the besiegers, scattering them, slaughtering their fleeing forces resulting in their defeat.  
 
By 730 Abdul Rahman Al Ghafiqi, who had been at Toulouse, was the emir of Cordoba. The Arab 
Chronicles state he had strongly opposed his predecessor’s decision not to secure outer defenses against a 
relief force, which allowed Odo’s force to attack with impunity before the Islamic cavalry could assemble. 
This time the Umayyad horsemen were ready for battle, and with horrific results for the Aquitanians.  
 
 4.2 Raising an army  
Historian Paul K. Davis wrote, “Having defeated Eudes, he turned to the Rhine to strengthen his 
northeastern borders—but in 725 was diverted south with the activity of the Muslims in Acquitane.” 
Charles then focused on the Umayyads, virtually for the remainder of his life. Due to the situation in Iberia, 
Charles believed he needed a virtually full-time army—one he could train intensely—as a core of veteran 
Franks who would be augmented with the usual conscripts called up in time of war. (During the Early 
Middle Ages, troops were only available after the crops had been planted and before harvesting time.) To 
train the kind of infantry that could withstand the Muslim heavy cavalry, Charles needed them year-round, 
and he needed to pay them so their families could buy the food they would have otherwise grown.  
To obtain money he seized church lands and property, and used the funds to pay his soldiers. The same 
Charles who had secured the support of the ecclesia by donating land, seized some of it back between 724 
and 732. Of course, Church officials were enraged, and, for a time, it looked as though Charles might even 
be excommunicated for his actions. But then came a significant invasion.  
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The Muslims were not aware, at that time, of the true strength of the Franks, or the fact that they were 
building a disciplined army instead of the typical barbarian hordes that had dominated Europe after Rome’s 
fall. This led to their catastrophic defeat, which is described next.  
	

5 Battle of Tours in 732 
 
“It was under one of their ablest and most renowned commanders, with a veteran army, and with 
every apparent advantage of time, place, and circumstance, that the Arabs made their great effort at 
the conquest of Europe north of the Pyrenees.” [Historian Edward Shepherd Casey]  

 
5.1 Importance  
Odo, hero of Toulouse, was badly defeated in the Muslim invasion of 732 at the battle prior to the Muslim 
sacking of Bordeaux, and again at the Battle of the River Garonne after he had gathered a second army—
Christian chroniclers state, “God alone knows the number of the slain”— and the city of Bordeaux was 
sacked and looted. Odo fled to Charles, seeking help. Charles agreed to come to Odo’s rescue, provided 
Odo acknowledged Charles and his house as his overlords, which Odo did at once. Odo and his remaining 
Aquitanian nobles formed the right flank of Charles’s forces at Tours. Charles defeated the Moors under 
Abderame; while the former and the latter squared off in battle, Odo set fire to the encampment of the 
latter. “The victory at the battle near Poitiers and Tours would later earn Charles the cognomen “Martellus” 
(Latin for “the hammer”) from 9th century chroniclers who, in the view of Pierre Riche, “seem to have 
been… recalling Judas Maccabaeus, ‘the Hammerer,’ of some bibles, ‘whom God had similarly blessed 
with victory’ (except, in that earlier case, over attacking Syrian forces).” 
 
Many historians, including Sir Edward Creasy, believe that had he failed at Poitiers, Islam would probably 
have overrun Gaul, and perhaps the remainder of Western Europe. Gibbon made clear his belief that the 
Umayyad armies would have conquered from Japan to the Rhine, and even England, having the English 
Channel for protection, with ease, had Charles not prevailed. Creasy said “the great victory won by Charles 
Martel... gave a decisive check to the career of Arab conquest in Western Europe, rescued Christendom 
from Islam, [and] preserved the relics of ancient and the germs of modern civilization.”  
 
5.1.1 Contemporary historians  
In the modern era, Matthew Bennett argues that “few battles are remembered 1,000 years after they are 
fought... but the Battle of Poitiers, (Tours) is an exception... Charles Martel turned back a Muslim raid that, 
had it been allowed to continue, might have conquered Gaul.” Michael Grant, author of History of Rome, 
assigns the Battle of Tours such importance that he lists it in the macrohistorical dates of the Roman era.  
 
There is clearly some justification for ranking Tours-Poitiers among the most significant events in Frankish 
history when one considers the result of the battle in light of the remarkable record of the successful 
establishment by Muslims of Islamic political and cultural dominance along the entire eastern and southern 
rim of the former Christian, Roman world. The rapid Muslim conquest of Palestine, Syria, Egypt and the 
North African coast all the way to Morocco in the seventh century resulted in the permanent imposition by 
force of Islamic culture onto a previously Christian and largely non-Arab base. The Visigothic kingdom 
fell to Muslim conquerors in a single battle at the Battle of Guadalete on the Rio Barbate in 711, and the 
Hispanic Christian population took seven long centuries to regain control of the Iberian Peninsula. The 
Reconquista, of course, was completed in 1492, only months before Columbus received official backing 
for crossing the Atlantic Ocean. Had Charles Martel suffered at Tours-Poitiers the fate of King Roderick at 
the Rio Barbate, it is doubtful that a “do-nothing” sovereign of the Merovingian realm could have later 



 20 

succeeded where his talented major domus had failed. Indeed, as Charles was the progenitor of the 
Carolingian line of Frankish rulers and grandfather of Charlemagne, one can even say with a degree of 
certainty that the subsequent history of the West would have proceeded along vastly different currents had 
‘Abd ar-Rahman been victorious at Tours-Poitiers in 732. [According to historian William Watson]  
 

6 After Tours 
Introduction  
In the subsequent decade, Charles led the Frankish army against the eastern duchies, Bavaria and 
Alemannia, and the southern duchies, Aquitaine and Provence. He dealt with the ongoing conflict with the 
Frisians and Saxons to his northeast with some success, but full conquest of the Saxons and their 
incorporation into the Frankish empire would wait for his grandson Charlemagne.  
 
So instead of concentrating on conquest to his east, he continued expanding Frankish authority in the west, 
and denying the Emirate of Córdoba a foothold in Europe beyond Al-Andalus. After his victory at Tours, 
Charles continued on in campaigns in 736 and 737 to drive other Muslim armies from bases in Gaul.  
 
6.2 Wars of 732–737  
 
The picture shown here is Charles Martel as depicted in the 
French book “Promptuarii Iconum Insigniorum” by 
Guillaume Rouille, published in 1553.  
 
Between his victory of 732 and 735, Charles reorganized the 
kingdom of Burgundy, replacing their rulers with his loyal 
supporters, thus strengthening his hold on power. He invaded 
independence-minded Frisia again in 734. In that year, he slew 
the duke, who had expelled the Christian missionaries, in the 
battle of the Boarn and so wholly subjugated the populace (he 
destroyed every pagan shrine) that the people were peaceful 
for twenty years after.  
 
The dynamic changed in 735 because of the death of Odo the Great, who had been forced to admit, albeit 
reservedly, the suzerainty of Charles in 719. Though Charles wished to unite the duchy directly to himself 
and went there to elicit the proper homage of the Aquitainians, the nobility proclaimed Odo’s son, Hunald 
of Aquitaine as Duke. Charles recognised this the next year when the Umayyads invaded Provence, but 
Odo was forced to acknowledge Charles as overlord as he had no hope of holding off the Muslims alone.  
 
This naval Arab invasion was headed by Abdul Rahman’s son. It landed in Narbonne in 736 and moved at 
once to reinforce Arles and move inland. Charles descended on the Provençal strongholds of the 
Umayyads. In 736, he retook Montfrin and Avignon, and Arles and Aix-en- Provence with the help of 
Liutprand, King of the Lombards. Nîmes, Agde, and Béziers, held by Islam since 725, fell to him and their 
fortresses were destroyed. The Caliphate believed it would take a generation, but Charles managed it in 
five years. Prepared to face the Frankish phalanx, the Muslims were totally unprepared to face a mixed 
force of heavy cavalry and infantry in a phalanx. Thus, Charles again championed Christianity and halted 
Muslim expansion into Europe. These defeats, plus those at the hands of Leo III of the Byzantine Empire in 
Anatolia, were the last great attempt at expansion by the Umayyad Caliphate before the destruction of the 
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dynasty at the Battle of the Zab, and the rending of the Caliphate forever, especially the utter destruction of 
the Umayyad army at River Berre near Narbonne in 737. 
 
6.3 Interregnum  
Gibbon has said Charles was “content with the titles of Mayor or Duke of the Franks, but he deserved to 
become the father of a line of kings,” which he did. Gibbon also says of him, “In the public danger, he was 
summoned by the voice of his country.”  
 
The interregnum, the final four years of Charles’ life, was more peaceful than most of it had been and 
much of his time was now spent on administrative and organisational plans to create a more efficient state. 
Though, in 738, he compelled the Saxons of Westphalia to do him homage and pay tribute, and in 739 
checked an uprising in Provence, the rebels being under the leadership of Maurontus. Charles set about 
integrating the outlying realms of his empire into the Frankish church.  
 
He erected four dioceses in Bavaria (Salzburg, Regensburg, Freising, and Passau) and gave them Boniface 
as archbishop and metropolitan over all Germany east of the Rhine, with his seat at Mainz. Boniface had 
been under his protection from 723 on; indeed the saint himself explained to his old friend, Daniel of 
Winchester, that without it he could neither administer his church, defend his clergy, nor prevent idolatry. 
It was Boniface who had defended Charles most stoutly for his deeds in seizing ecclesiastical lands to pay 
his army in the days leading to Tours, as one doing what he must to defend Christianity.  
 
In 739, Pope Gregory III begged Charles for his aid against Liutprand, but Charles was loath to fight his 
onetime ally and ignored the Papal plea.  

7 Death and transition in rule  
Charles Martel died on October 22, 741, at Quierzy-sur- Oise in what is today the Aisne département in the 
Picardy region of France. He was buried at Saint Denis Basilica in Paris.  
 
His territories had been divided among his adult sons a year earlier: to Carloman he gave Austrasia, 
Alemannia, and Thuringia, and to Pippin the Younger Neustria, Burgundy, Provence, and Metz and Trier 
in the “Mosel duchy"; Grifo was given several lands throughout the kingdom, but at a later date, just before 
Charles died.  

8 Legacy  
At the beginning of Charles Martel’s career, he had many internal opponents and felt the need to appoint 
his own kingly claimant, Clotaire IV. By his end, however, the dynamics of rulership in Francia had 
changed, no hallowed Meroving was needed, neither for defence nor legitimacy: Charles divided his realm 
between his sons without opposition (though he ignored his young son Bernard). In between, he 
strengthened the Frankish state by consistently defeating, through superior generalship, the host of hostile 
foreign nations which beset it on all sides, including the non-Christian Saxons, whom his grandson 
Charlemagne would fully subdue, and Moors, whom he halted on a path of continental domination.  
 
Decades later, in 800, Pippin’s son Charlemagne was crowned emperor by the Pope, further extending the 
principle by delegitimising the nominal authority of the Byzantine Emperor in the Italian peninsula (which 
had, by then, shrunk to encompass little more than Apulia and Calabria at best) and ancient Roman Gaul, 
including the Iberian outposts Charlemagne had established in the Marca Hispanica across the Pyrenees, 
what today forms Catalonia. In short, though the Byzantine Emperor claimed authority over all the old 
Roman Empire, as the legitimate “Roman” Emperor, it was simply not reality.  
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The bulk of the Western Roman Empire had come under Carolingian rule, the Byzantine Emperor having 
had almost no authority in the West since the sixth century, though Charlemagne, a consummate politician, 
preferred to avoid an open breach with Constantinople. An institution unique in history was being born: the 
Holy Roman Empire. It lasted until 1806, by which time it was a nonentity. Though his grandson became 
its first emperor, the “empire” such as it was, was largely born during the reign of Charles Martel.  
 
He was that rarest of commodities in the Middle Ages: a brilliant strategic general, who also was a tactical 
commander par excellence, able in the heat of battle to 
adapt his plans to his foe’s forces and movement — and 
amazingly, to defeat them repeatedly, especially when, as 
at Tours, they were far superior in men and weaponry, and 
at Berre and Narbonne, when they were superior in 
numbers of fighting men. Charles had the last quality 
which defines genuine greatness in a military commander: 
he foresaw the dangers of his foes, and prepared for them 
with care; he used ground, time, place, and fierce loyalty 
of his troops to offset his foe’s superior weaponry and 
tactics; third, he adapted, again and again, to the enemy on 
the battlefield, shifting to compensate for the unforeseen 
and unforeseeable.  
 
Gibbon, whose tribute to Charles has been noted, was not 
alone among the great mid era historians in fervently 
praising Charles; Thomas Arnold ranks the victory of 
Charles Martel even higher than the victory of Arminius in 
the Battle of the Teutoburg Forest in its impact on all of 
modern history:  
 

Charles Martel’s victory at Tours was among those signal deliverances, which have affected for 
centuries the happiness of mankind. [Thomas Arnold in — History of the later Roman 
Commonwealth, vol ii. p. 317.] 

 
German historians are especially ardent in their praise of Charles. They believe that he saved Europe and 
Christianity from then all-conquering Islam, praising him also for driving back the ferocious Saxon 
barbarians on his borders. Schlegel speaks of this “mighty victory” in terms of fervent gratitude, and tells 
how “the arm of Charles Martel saved and delivered the Christian nations of the West from the deadly 
grasp of all-destroying Islam”, and Ranke points out,  
 

As one of the most important epochs in the history of the world, the commencement of the eighth 
century, when on the one side Mohammedanism threatened to overspread Italy and Gaul, and on 
the other the ancient idolatry of Saxony and Friesland once more forced its way across the Rhine. In 
this peril of Christian institutions, a youthful prince of Germanic race, Karl Martell, arose as their 
champion, maintained them with all the energy which the necessity for self-defence calls forth, and 
finally extended them into new regions.  

 
Skilled as an administrator and ruler, Charles organized what would become the medieval European 
government: a system of fiefdoms, loyal to barons, counts, dukes and ultimately the King, or in his case, 
simply maior domus and princeps et dux Francorum. ("Mayor of the Palace, Duke of the Franks") His close 
coordination of church with state began the medieval pattern for such government. He created what would 

Stained glass window depicting 
Charles Martel at Strasbourg Cathedral.  
 



 23 

become the first western standing army since the fall of Rome by his maintaining a core of loyal veterans 
around which he organized the normal feudal levies. In essence, he changed Europe from a horde of 
barbarians fighting with one another, to an organized state.  
 

9 Military Legacy 
Victor Davis Hanson argues that Charles Martel launched “the thousand year struggle” between European 
heavy infantry and Muslim cavalry. Of course, Charles is also the father of heavy cavalry in Europe, as he 
integrated heavy armoured cavalry into his forces. This creation of a real army would continue all through 
his reign, and that of his son, Pepin the Short, until his Grandson, Charlemagne, would possess the world’s 
largest and finest army since the peak of Rome. Equally, the Muslims used infantry—indeed, at the Battle 
of Toulouse most of their forces were light infantry. It was not till Abdul Rahman Al Ghafiqi brought a 
huge force of Arab and Berber cavalry with him when he assumed the emirate of Al- Andulus that the 
Muslim forces became primarily cavalry. Charles’ army was the first standing permanent army since the 
fall of Rome in 476. At its core was a body of tough, seasoned heavy infantry who displayed exceptional 
11 resolution at Tours. The Frankish infantry wore as much as 70 pounds of armour, including their heavy 
wooden shields with an iron boss. Standing close together, and well disciplined, they were unbreakable at 
Tours. Charles had taken the money and property he had seized from the church and paid local nobles to 
supply trained ready infantry year round.  
 
This was the core of veterans who served with him on a permanent basis, and as Hanson says, “provided a 
steady supply of dependable troops year around.” While other Germanic cultures, such as the Visigoths or 
Vandals, had a proud martial tradition, and the Franks themselves had an annual muster of military aged 
men, such tribes were only able to field armies around planting and harvest. It was Charles’ creation of a 
system whereby he could call on troops year round that gave the Carolingians the first standing and 
permanent army since Rome’s fall in the west.  
 
Charles Martel’s most important military achievement was the victory at Tours. Creasy argues that the 
Charles victory “preserved the relics of ancient and the gems of modern civilizations.” Gibbon called those 
eight days in 732, the week leading up to Tours, and the battle itself, “the events that rescued our ancestors 
of Britain, and our neighbours of Gaul [France], from the civil and religious yoke of the Koran.”  
 
Charles analysed what would be necessary for him to withstand a larger force and superior technology (the 
Muslim horsemen had adopted the armour and accoutrements of heavy cavalry from the Sassanid warrior 
class, which made the armored mounted knight possible). Not daring to send his few horsemen against the 
Islamic cavalry, he had his army fight in a formation used by the ancient Greeks to withstand superior 
numbers and weapons by discipline, courage, and a willingness to die for their cause: a phalanx. He had 
trained a core of his men year round, using mostly Church funds, and some had been with him since just 
after his father’s death. It was this hard core of disciplined veterans that won the day for him at Tours.  
 
Hanson emphasizes that Charles’ greatest accomplishment as a general may have been his ability to keep 
his troops under control. Iron discipline saved his infantry from the fate of so many infantrymen—such as 
the Saxons at Hastings—who broke formation and were slaughtered piecemeal. After using this infantry 
force by itself at Tours, he studied the foe’s forces and further adapted to them, initially using stirrups and 
saddles recovered from the foe’s dead horses, and armour from the dead horsemen. The defeats Charles 
inflicted on the Muslims were vital in that the split in the Islamic world left the Caliphate unable to mount 
an all-out attack on Europe via its Iberian stronghold after 750. His ability to meet this challenge, until the 
fragmentation of authority within the Muslims, is considered by most historians to be of macrohistorical 
importance, and is why Dante writes of him in Heaven as one of the “Defenders of the Faith.”  
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H. G. Wells says of Charles Martel’s decisive defeat of the Muslims in his “Short History of the World:  
 

The Muslims, when they crossed the Pyrenees in 720, found this Frankish kingdom under the 
practical rule of Charles Martel, the Mayor of the Palace. They experienced the decisive defeat of 
Poitiers (732) at his hands. This Charles Martel was practically overlord of Europe north of the 
Alps from the Pyrenees to Hungary. 

 
However, when the Muslims first crossed the Pyrenees, Aquitaine was actually an independent realm under 
duke Odo’s leadership and the Gothic Septimania remained out of Frankish rule. Odo, who was Charles’s 
southern rival, had struck a peace treaty after the Frankish civil wars in Neustria and Austrasia, and 
garnered much popularity and the Pope’s favour for his victory on the 721 Battle of Toulouse against the 
Moors. On the eve of the Muslim expedition north (731), Charles Martel crossed the Loire and captured the 
Aquitanian city of Bourges, while Odo re-captured it briefly after.  
 
John H. Haaren says in Famous Men of the Middle Ages:  
 

The battle of Tours, or Poitiers, as it should be called, is regarded as one of the decisive battles of 
the world. It decided that Christians, and not Moslems, should be the ruling power in Europe. 
Charles Martel is especially celebrated as the hero of this battle.  

 
Just as his grandson, Charlemagne, would become famous for his swift and unexpected movements in his 
campaigns, Charles was renowned for never doing what his enemies forecast he would do, and for moving 
far faster than his opponents believed he could. It is notable that the Northmen did not begin their European 
raids until after the death of Charles’ grandson, Charlemagne. They had the naval capacity to begin those 
raids at least three generations earlier, and constructed defenses against counterattacks by land, but chose 
not to challenge Charles, his son Pippin, or his grandson, Charlemagne.  
 

10 Conclusion  
J. M. Roberts says of Charles Martel in his note on the Carolingians in his History of the World:  
 

It (the Carolingian line) produced Charles Martel, the soldier who turned the Arabs back at Tours, 
and the supporter of Saint Boniface, the Evangelizer of Germany. This is a considerable double 
mark to have left on the history of Europe.”  

 
Gibbon perhaps summarized Charles Martel’s legacy most eloquently: “in a laborious administration of 24 
years he had restored and supported the dignity of the throne... by the activity of a warrior who in the same 
campaign could display his banner on the Elbe, the Rhone, and shores of the ocean.”  
 

11 Family and children  
Charles had an active family life, about which accounts have been written. Charles Martel married twice, 
his first wife being Rotrude of Treves, daughter of Leudwinus, Count of Treves. Their children were:  
 

• Hiltrud  
• Carloman 
• Landrade, also rendered Landres  
• Auda, also called Aldana or Alane, and  
• Pepin le Bref, also called Pippin 
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Most of the children married, and had children in those marriages, and so Charles’ line was carried on. 
Charles also married a second time, to Swanhilda, and they had a single child, Grifo.  
 
Finally, Charles Martel also had known a mistress, Ruodhaid, with whom he had the children Bernard, 
Hieronymus, and Remigius, the latter who became an archbishop of Rouen. 
 
His son Pepin le Bref is the Rodger ancestor. 
 
 

Rotrude de Treves (694 – 724) 
[Author’s 40th Great Grandmother] 
Rotrude de Treves was the first wife of Charles Martel and the mother of the Rodger ancestor, Pepin le 
Bref. Very little biographical information about her exists in English language documents but the French 
language version of Wikipedia has some.10 
 
Her son Pepin le Bref is the Rodger ancestor. 
 
 
 

Pepin le Bref11 (714 – 768) 
[Author’s 39th Great Grandfather] 
Pepin le Bref (714 - 24 September 768) was a King of the Franks from 751 
until his death. He was the first of the Carolingians to become King. 
 
The younger son of the Frankish prince Charles Martel, Pepin’s 
upbringing was distinguished by the ecclesiastical education he had 
received from the monks of St. Denis. Succeeding his father as the Mayor 
of the Palace in 741, Pepin reigned over Francia jointly with his elder 
brother Carloman. Pepin ruled in Neustria, Burgundy, and Provence, while 
his brother Carloman established himself in Austrasia, Alemannia and 
Thuringia. The brothers were active in subjugating revolts led by the 
Bavarians, Aquitanians, Saxons, and the Alemanni in the early years of 
their reign. In 743, they ended the Frankish interregnum by choosing 
Childeric III, who was to be the last Merovingian monarch, as figurehead 
king of the Franks.  
 
Being well disposed towards the church and Papacy on account of their 
ecclesiastical upbringing, Pepin and Carloman continued their father’s work in supporting Saint Boniface 
in reforming the Frankish church, and evangelising the Saxons. After Carloman, who was an intensely 
pious man, retired to religious life in 747, Pepin became the sole ruler of the Franks. He suppressed a revolt 
led by his half-brother Grifo, and succeeded in becoming the undisputed master of all Francia. Giving up 
pretense, Pepin then forced Childeric into a monastery and had himself proclaimed king of the Franks with 
support of Pope Zachary in 751.  
 

Pepin le Bref 
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As King, Pepin embarked on an ambitious program to expand his power. He reformed the legislation of the 
Franks and continued the ecclesiastical reforms of Boniface. Pepin also intervened in favour of the Papacy 
of Stephen II against the Lombards in Italy. He was able to secure several cities, which he then gave to the 
Pope as part of the Donation of Pepin. This formed the legal basis for the Papal States in the Middle Ages. 
The Byzantines, keen to make good relations with the growing power of the Frankish empire, gave Pepin 
the title of Patricius. In wars of expansion, Pepin conquered Septimania from the Islamic Ummayads, and 
subjugated the southern realms by repeatedly defeating Waifer of Aquitaine and his Basque troops, after 
which the Basque and Aquitanian lords saw no option but to pledge loyalty to the Franks. Pepin was, 
however, troubled by the relentless revolts of the Saxons and the Bavarians. He campaigned tirelessly in 
Germany, but the final subjugation of these tribes was left to his successors. 
 
Pepin died in 768 and was succeeded by his sons Charlemagne and Carloman II. Although a most powerful 
and successful ruler of his time, Pepin’s reign is largely overshadowed by that of his more famous son.  
 

1 Assumption of power  
Pepin’s father Charles Martel died in 741. He divided the rule of the Frankish kingdom between Pepin and 
his elder brother, Carloman, his sons by his first wife: Carloman became Mayor of the Palace of Austrasia, 
Pepin became Mayor of the Palace of Neustria. Grifo. Charles’s son by his second wife, Swanhilde, 
demanded a share in the inheritance, but he was imprisoned in a monastery by his two half-brothers.  
 
In the Frankish realm the unity of the kingdom was essentially connected with the person of the king. So 
Carloman, to secure this unity, raised the Merovingian Childeric to the throne (743). Then in 747 Carloman 
either resolved to or was pressured into entering a monastery. This left Francia in the hands of Pepin as sole 
mayor of the palace and dux et princeps Francorum.  
 
At the time of Carloman’s retirement, Grifo escaped his imprisonment and fled to Duke Odilo of Bavaria, 
who was married to Hiltrude, Pepin’s sister. Pepin put down the renewed revolt led by his half-brother and 
succeeded in completely restoring the boundaries of the kingdom.  

2 First Carolingian king  
As mayor of the palace, Pepin was subject to the decisions of Childeric III who had only the title of King 
but no power. Since Pepin had control over the magnates and Pepin actually had the power of a king, he 
now addressed to Pope Zachary a suggestive question:  
 

In regard to the kings of the Franks who no longer possess the royal power: is this state of things 
proper?  

 
Hard pressed by the Lombards, Pope Zachary welcomed this move by the Franks to end an intolerable 
condition and lay the constitutional foundations for the exercise of the royal power. The Pope replied that 
such a state of things is not proper: the de facto power is more important than the de jure power.  
 
After this decision the throne was declared vacant. Childeric III was deposed and confined to a monastery. 
He was the last of the Merovingians.  
 
According to ancient custom, Pepin was then elected King of the Franks by an assembly of Frankish 
nobles, with a large portion of his army on hand (in case the nobility inclined not to honor the Papal bull). 
Meanwhile, Grifo continued his rebellion, but was eventually killed in the battle in 753.  
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Anointed a first time in 751 in Soissons by the archbishop of Mainz, Pepin added to his power after Pope 
Stephen II traveled all the way to Paris to anoint him a second time in a lavish ceremony at the Basilica of 
St Denis in 754, bestowing upon him the additional title of patricius Romanorum (Patrician of the Romans) 
and is the first recorded crowning of a civil ruler by a Pope. As life expectancies were short in those days, 
and Pepin wanted family continuity, the Pope also anointed Pepin’s sons, Charles (eventually known as 
Charlemagne) and Carloman.  
 

3 Expansion of the Frankish realm  
Pepin’s first major act as king was to go to war against the Lombard king Aistulf, who had expanded into 
the ducatus Romanus. Victorious, he forced the Lombard king to return property seized from the Church. 
He confirmed the Papacy in possession of Ravenna and the Pentapolis, the so-called Donation of Pepin, 
whereby the Papal States were established and the temporal reign of the Papacy began. At about 752, he 
turned his attention to Septimania. The new king headed south in a military expedition down the Rhone 
valley and received the submission of eastern Septimania (i.e. Nîmes, Maguelone, Beziers and Agde) after 
securing count Ansemund ́s allegiance. The Frankish king went on to invest Narbonne, the main Umayyad 
stronghold in Septimania, but didn't manage to capture it from Iberian Muslims until the year 759. 
 
However, Aquitaine still remained under Waifer's Basque-Aquitanian rule out of Frankish reach. Waifer 
appears to have confiscated Church lands, maybe distributing them among his troops. In 760, after 
conquering the Roussillon from the Muslims and denouncing duke Waifer’s actions, Pepin moved his 
troops over to Toulouse and Albi, ravaged with fire and sword most of Aquitaine, and, in retaliation, counts 
loyal to Waifer ravaged Burgundy. Pepin, in turn, attacked the Aquitanian- held (urban, non-Frankish 
'Romans’) Clermont and Bourbon, defended by Waifer’s Basque troops, who were overcome, captured and 
deported into northern France with their children and wives.  
 
In 763, Pepin advanced further into the heart of Waifer’s domains and captured major strongholds 
(Poitiers, Limoges, Angoulême, etc.), after which Waifer counterattacked and war got bitter. Pepin opted to 
spread terror, burning villas, destroying vineyards and depopulating monasteries. By 765, the brutal tactics 
seemed to pay off for the Franks, who destroyed resistance in central Aquitaine (Waifer’s capital city 
Bordeaux fell in 767) and devastated the whole region. As a result, Aquitanian nobles and Basques from 
beyond the Garonne too saw no option but to accept a pro-Frankish peace treaty (Fronsac, c. 768). Waifer 
escaped but was assassinated by his own frustrated followers. 
 
Pepin died during a campaign, in 768 at the age of 54. He was interred in the church of Saint Denis. His 
wife Bertrada was also interred there in 783. Charlemagne rebuilt the Basilica in honor of his parents and 
placed markers at the entrance. 
 
The Frankish realm was divided by Salic law between his two sons: Charlemagne and Carloman II.  
 
Pepin’s rule, while not as great as either his father’s or son’s, was historically important and of great 
benefit to the Franks. Pepin’s taking the crown, and the title of Patrician of Rome, were harbingers of his 
son’s imperial coronation, which is usually seen as the founding of the Holy Roman Empire. He made the 
Carolingians de jure what his father had made them de facto — the ruling dynasty of the Franks and the 
foremost power of Europe. He was seen as a good general- undefeated during his lifetime.  
 

5 Family  
Pepin married Leutberga from the Danube region. They had five children. She was repudiated some time 
after the birth of Charlemagne and her children were sent to convents. 
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In 741, Pepin married Bertrada of Laon. Her father, Charibert, was the son of Pepin II’s brother, Martin of 
Laon. They are known to have had eight children, at least three of whom survived to adulthood:  
 

• Charlemagne (2 April 742 – 28 January 814), (actual name is Charles)  
• Carloman (751 – 4 December 771)  
• Gisela (757–810) 
• Pepin, died in infancy. 
• Chrothais, died young, buried in Metz.  
• Adelais, died young, buried in Metz.  
• Two unnamed daughters  

 
His son Charlemagne is the Rodger ancestor. 

Bertrada of Laon12 (710 – 783) 
[Author’s 39th Great Grandmother] 
Bertrada of Laon (710 – 12 July 783), aka Bertrada the Younger or 
Bertha Broadfoot or Bertha Goosefoot. She was a Frankish queen 
and wife of Pepin le Bref and the mother of Charlemagne, 
Carloman and Gisela.   

1 Nickname   
Bertrada’s nickname “Bertha Broadfoot” dates back to a 13th 
century poet Adnes. The exact reason that Bertrada was given this 
nickname is unclear. It is possible that Bertrada was born with a 
clubfoot, although Adenes does not mention this in his poem. 
Many myths and legends exist in Europe and Asia, in which 
clubfooted people are described as the link between the world of 
the living and the spirit world.   
 

 2 Biography  
 
2.1 Early life and ancestry   
Bertrada was born between 710 and 727 in Laon, in today’s Aisne, 
France, to Count Charibert of Laon and Gisele of Aquitaine.  
 
 2.2 Marriage and children   
Bertrada married Pepin le Bref, the son of Charles Martel, the 
Frankish "Mayor of the Palace ", in 741. However, Pepin and 
Bertrada were too closely related for their marriage to be legal at 
that time; the union was not canonically sanctioned until 749, after 
the birth of Charlemagne.   
 
Bertrada and Pepin are known to have had seven children: three 
sons and four daughters. Of these, Charlemagne  (c. 748 – 814), 
Carloman  (751 – 771) and Gisela  (757 – 811) survived to 
adulthood. Pepin, born in 756, died in his infancy in 762. Bertrada 
and Pepin also had Berthe, Adelaide, and Rothaide. Gisela became 
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a nun at Chelles Abbey.  
 
Pepin tried to divorce Bertrada a few years after their marriage, but the Pope refused it. The reason is still 
unknown, but according to historian Christian Settipani, Pepin might have wanted to marry a woman 
named Angla, who was the daughter of Theodrade.  
 
 2.3 Queen of the Franks   
In 751, Pepin and Bertrada became King and Queen of the Franks, after Pepin’s successful coup against the 
Frankish Merovingian monarchs. Pepin was crowned in June 754, and Bertrada, Charlemagne, and 
Carloman were blessed by Pope Stephen II.  
 
After Pepin’s death in 768, Bertrada lost her title as Queen of the Franks. Charlemagne and Carloman 
inherited the two halves of Pepin’s kingdom. Bertrada stayed at the court and often tried to stop arguments 
between the two brothers. Some historians credit Bertrada’s support for her elder son Charlemagne over 
her younger son Carloman, and her diplomatic skills, for Charlemagne’s early success. Although her 
influence over Charlemagne may have diminished in time, she lived at his court, and, according to Einhard, 
their relationship was excellent. Bertrada recommended that Charlemagne set aside his legal wife, 
Himiltrude, and marry Desiderata, a daughter of the Lombard king Desiderius, but Charlemagne soon 
divorced Desiderata. Einhard claims this was the only episode that ever strained relations between mother 
and son.  
 
 2.4 Later life and death   
Bertrada retired from the court after Carloman’s death in 771 to live in Choisy-au-Bac, where Charlemagne 
had set aside a royal house for her. Choisy-au-Bac was favorable because of its history of being the home 
and burial place of several Merovingian kings. Bertrada died on 12 July 783 in Choisy-au-Bac. 
Charlemagne buried her in the Basilica of St Denis near Pepin. 
  
Her son Charlemagne is the Rodger ancestor. 
 
 

Charlemagne13 (742 – 814) 
[Author’s 38th Great Grandfather] 
Charlemagne, also known as Charles the Great was King of the Franks who united most of Western Europe 
during the early Middle Ages and laid the foundations for modern France and Germany. He took the 
Frankish throne from 768 and became King of Italy from 774. From 800 he became the first Holy Roman 
Emperor  — the first recognized emperor in Western Europe since the fall of the Western Roman Empire 
three centuries earlier. The expanded Frankish state he founded is called the Carolingian Empire. 
 
The oldest son of Pepin le Bref and Bertrada of Laon, Charlemagne became king in 768 following the 
death of his father. He was initially co-ruler with his brother Carloman I. Carloman’s sudden death in 771 
under unexplained circumstances left Charlemagne as the undisputed ruler of the Frankish Kingdom. 
Charlemagne continued his father’s policy towards the papacy and became its protector, removing the 
Lombards from power in northern Italy, and leading an incursion into Muslim Spain.  
 
He also campaigned against the Saxons to his east, Christianizing them upon penalty of death, leading to 
events such as the Massacre of Verden. Charlemagne reached the height of his power in 800 when he was 
crowned Emperor of the Romans by Pope Leo III on Christmas Day at Old St. Peter’s Basilica.  
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Called the “Father of Europe”, Charlemagne united most of Western Europe for the first time since the 
Roman Empire. His rule spurred the Carolingian Renaissance, a period of energetic cultural and intellectual 
activity within the Church. Both the French and German monarchies considered their kingdoms to be 
descendants of Charlemagne’s empire. Charlemagne died in 814, having ruled as emperor for just over 
thirteen years. He was laid to rest in his imperial capital of Aachen in what is today Germany. His son 
Louis the Pious succeeded him.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 Political background  
By the 6th century, the western Germanic Franks had been Christianised, and Francia, ruled by the 
Merovingians, was the most powerful of the kingdoms that succeeded the Western Roman Empire. 
Following Francia, early 8th century the Battle of Tertry, however, the Merovingians declined into a state 
of powerlessness, for which they have been dubbed the rois fainéants  ("do-nothing kings "). Almost all 
government powers of any consequence were exercised by their chief officer, the Mayor of the Palace. 
 
In 687, Pepin of Herstal, mayor of the palace of Austrasia, ended the strife between various kings and their 
mayors with his victory at Tertry and became the sole governor of the entire Frankish kingdom. Pepin 
himself was the grandson of two of the most important figures of the Austrasian Kingdom, Saint Arnulf of 
Metz and Pepin of Landen. Pepin of Herstal was described in an earlier section of this book. 
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After 737, Charles Martel governed the Franks but declined to call himself king. Charles was succeeded in 
741 by his sons Carloman and Pepin le Bref, the father of Charlemagne. To curb separatism in the 
periphery of the realm, in 743 the brothers placed on the throne Childeric III, who was to be the last 
Merovingian king. After Carloman resigned office in 746 to enter the church by preference as a monk, 
Pepin brought the question of the kingship before Pope Zachary, asking whether it was logical for a king to 
have no royal power. In 749 the pope ordered him to become a true king. 
 
In 750, Pepin was elected by an assembly of the Franks, anointed by the archbishop, and then raised to the 
office of king. Branding Childeric III as “the false king,” the Pope ordered him into a monastery. Thus was 
the Merovingian dynasty replaced by the Carolingian dynasty, named after Pepin’s father, Charles Martel. 
In 753 Pope Stephen II fled from Italy to Francia appealing for assistance for the rights of St. Peter to 
Pepin. He was supported in this appeal by Carloman, Charles’ son. In return the Pope could provide only 
legitimacy, which he did by again anointing and confirming Pepin, this time adding his young sons Carolus 
and Carloman to the royal patrimony, now heirs to the great realm that already covered most of western 
and central Europe. In 754 Pepin accepted the Pope’s invitation to visit Italy.  
 
Under the Carolingians, the Frankish kingdom spread to encompass an area including most of Western 
Europe; the division of the kingdom formed the basis for modern France and Germany. The religious, 
political, and artistic evolutions originating from a centrally positioned Francia made a defining imprint on 
the whole of Europe.  
 

2 Rise to power  
 
 2.1 Early life  
 

 2.1.1 Date of birth  
The most likely date of Charlemagne’s birth 2 April 742 is reconstructed from several sources.  
 

2.1.2 Place of birth  
Charlemagne’s exact birthplace is unknown, although historians have suggested Aachen in modern-day 
Germany, and Liège  (Herstal) in present-day Belgium as possible Region of Aachen-Liège locations.  
 
Charlemagne was the eldest child of Pepin le Bref  (714 – 24 September 768, reigned from 751) and his 
wife Bertrada of Laon  (720 – 12 July 783).  
 
2.2 The ambiguous high office  
The most powerful officers of the Frankish people, the Mayor of the Palace and one or more kings, were 
appointed by election of the people; that is, no regular elections were held, but they were held as required 
to elect officers ad quos summa imperii, “to whom the highest matters of state pertained.” Evidently 
interim decisions could be made by the Pope, which ultimately needed to be ratified using an assembly of 
the people, which met once a year. 
 
On the death of Pepin, 24 September 768, the kingship passed jointly to his sons, “with divine assent.” If 
born in 742, Charlemagne was 26 years old, but he had been campaigning at his father’s right hand for 
several years, which may help to account for his military skill. Carloman was 17.  
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The language in either case suggests that there were not two inheritances, which would have created 
distinct kings ruling over distinct kingdoms, but a single joint inheritance and a joint kingship tenanted by 
two equal kings, Charlemagne and his brother Carloman. As before, distinct jurisdictions were awarded. 
Charlemagne received Pepin’s original share as Mayor: the outer parts of the kingdom bordering on the 
sea, namely Neustria, western Aquitaine, and the northern parts of Austrasia; while Carloman was awarded 
his uncle’s former share, the inner parts: southern Austrasia, Septimania, eastern Aquitaine, Burgundy, 
Provence, and Swabia, lands bordering Italy. The question of whether these jurisdictions were joint shares 
reverting to the other brother if one brother died or were inherited property passed on to the descendants of 
the brother who died was never definitely settled by the Frankish people. It came up repeatedly over the 
succeeding decades until the grandsons of Charlemagne created distinct sovereign kingdoms.  
 
 2.3 Aquitanian rebellion  
An inheritance in the countries formerly under Roman law represented not only a transmission of the 
properties and privileges but also the encumbrances and obligations attached to the inheritance. Pepin at his 
death had been in process of building an empire, a difficult task. According to Russell: 
 

In those times, to build a kingdom from an aggregation of small states was itself no great 
difficulty... But to keep the state intact after it had been formed was a colossal task... Each of the 
minor states... had its little sovereign... who... gave himself chiefly to... plotting, pillaging and 
fighting. 

 
2.3.1 Formation of a new Aquitania  

Aquitania under Rome had been in southern Gaul, Romanized and speaking a Romance language. 
Similarly Hispania had been populated by peoples who spoke various languages, including Celtic, but the 
area was now populated entirely by Romance language speakers. Between Aquitania and Hispania were the 
Euskaldunak, Latinized to Vascones, or Basques, living in Basque country, Vasconia, which extended, 
according to the distributions of place names attributable to the Basques, most densely in the western 
Pyrenees but also as far south as the upper Ebro River in Spain and as far north as the Garonne River in 
France. The French name, Gascony, derives from Vasconia. The Romans were never able to entirely 
subjugate Vasconia. The parts they did, in which they placed the region’s first cities, were sources of 
legions in the Roman army valued for their fighting abilities. The border with Aquitania was Toulouse.  
 
At about 660 the Duchy of Vasconia united with the Duchy of Aquitania to form a single kingdom under 
Felix of Aquitaine, governing from Toulouse. This was a joint kingship with a 28-year-old Basque king, 
Lupus I. The kingdom was sovereign and independent. On the one hand Vasconia gave up predation to 
become a player on the field of European politics. On the other, whatever arrangements Felix had made 
with the weak Merovingians were null and void. At Felix’s death in 670 the joint property of the kingship 
reverted entirely to Lupus. As the Basques had no law of joint inheritance, but practiced primogeniture, 
Lupus in effect founded a hereditary dynasty of Basque kings of an expanded Aquitania. 
 
2.4 Union perforce  
The brothers maintained lukewarm relations with the assistance of their mother Bertrada, but in 770 
Charlemagne signed a treaty with Duke Tassilo III of Bavaria and married a Lombard Princess (commonly 
known today as Desiderata), the daughter of King Desiderius, to surround Carloman with his own allies. 
Though Pope Stephen III first opposed the marriage with the Lombard princess, he would soon have little 
to fear from a Frankish-Lombard alliance.  
 
Less than a year after his marriage, Charlemagne repudiated Desiderata and quickly married a 13-year-old 
Swabian named Hildegard. The repudiated Desiderata returned to her father’s court at Pavia. Her father’s 
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wrath was now aroused, and he would have gladly allied with Carloman to defeat Charlemagne. Before any 
open hostilities could be declared, however, Carloman died on 5 December 771, seemingly of natural 
causes. Carloman’s widow Gerberga fled to Desiderius’ court in Lombardy with her sons for protection.  
 

3 Italian campaigns  
 
 3.1 Conquest of the Lombard kingdom  
At his succession in 772, Pope Adrian I demanded the return of certain cities in the former exarchate of 
Ravenna in accordance with a promise at the succession of Desiderius. Instead, Desiderius took over 
certain papal cities and invaded the Pentapolis, heading for Rome. Adrian sent embassies to Charlemagne 
in autumn requesting he enforce the policies of his father, Pepin. Desiderius sent his own embassies 
denying the pope’s charges. The embassies both met at Thionville, and Charlemagne upheld the pope’s 
side. Charlemagne The Frankish king Charlemagne was a devout Catholic and maintained a close 
relationship with the papacy throughout his life. In 772 when Pope Adrian I was threatened by invaders, 
the king rushed to Rome to provide assistance. Shown here, the pope asks Charlemagne for help at a 
meeting near Rome.  He demanded what the pope had requested, and Desiderius promptly swore never to 
comply. Charlemagne and his uncle Bernard crossed the Alps in 773 and chased the Lombards back to 
Pavia, which they then besieged. Charlemagne temporarily left the siege to deal with Adelchis, son of 
Desiderius, who was raising an army at Verona. The young prince was chased to the Adriatic littoral, and 
he fled to Constantinople to plead for assistance from Constantine V, who was waging war with Bulgaria. 
 
The siege lasted until the spring of 774, when Charlemagne visited the pope in Rome. There he confirmed 
his father’s grants of land, with some later chronicles claiming—falsely—that he also expanded them, 
granting Tuscany, Emilia, Venice, and Corsica. The pope granted him the title Patrician. He then returned 
to Pavia, where the Lombards were on the verge of surrendering. In return for their lives, the Lombards 
surrendered and opened the gates in early summer. Desiderius was sent to the abbey of Corbie, and his son 
Adelchis died in Constantinople a patrician. Charlemagne, unusually, had himself crowned with the Iron 
Crown and made the magnates of Lombardy do homage to him at Pavia. Only Duke Arechis II of 
Benevento refused to submit and proclaimed independence. Charlemagne was then master of Italy as king 
of the Lombards. He left Italy with a garrison in Pavia and a few Frankish counts in place the same year.  
 
There was still instability, however, in Italy. In 776, Dukes Hrodgaud of Friuli and Hildeprand of Spoleto  
rebelled. Charlemagne rushed back from Saxony and defeated the duke of Friuli in battle; the duke was 
slain. The duke of Spoleto signed a treaty. Their co-conspirator, Arechis, was not subdued, and Adelchis, 
their candidate in Byzantium, never left that city. Northern Italy was now faithfully his.  
 
 3.2 Southern Italy  
In 787 Charlemagne directed his attention toward the Duchy of Benevento, where Arechis was reigning 
independently. Charlemagne besieged Salerno, and Arechis submitted to vassalage. However, with his 
death in 792, Benevento again proclaimed independence under his son Grimoald III. Grimoald was 
attacked by armies of Charlemagne or his sons many times, but Charlemagne himself never returned to the 
Mezzogiorno, and Grimoald never was forced to surrender to Frankish suzerainty.  
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4 Charlemagne and his children  
During the first peace of any substantial length 
(780– 782), Charlemagne began to appoint his sons 
to positions of authority within the realm, in the 
tradition of the kings and mayors of the past. In 
781, he made his two youngest sons kings, having 
them crowned by the Pope. The elder of these two, 
Carloman, was made king of Italy, taking the Iron 
Crown that his father had first worn in 774, and in 
the same ceremony was renamed “Pepin.” The 
younger of the two, Louis, became king of 
Aquitaine. Charlemagne ordered Pepin and Louis 
to be raised in the customs of their kingdoms, and 
he gave their regents some control of their 
subkingdoms, but real power was always in his 
hands, though he intended his sons to inherit their 
realms some day. Nor did he tolerate 
insubordination in his sons: in 792, he banished his 
eldest, though possibly illegitimate, son, Pippin the 
Hunchback, to the monastery of Prüm, after the 
young man had joined a rebellion against him.  
 
Charlemagne was determined to have his children 
educated, including his daughters, as he himself 
was not. His children were taught all the arts, and 
his daughters were learned in the way of being a 
woman. His sons took archery, horsemanship, and other outdoor activities.  
 
The sons fought many wars on behalf of their father when they came of age. Son Charles was mostly 
preoccupied with the Bretons, whose border he shared and who insurrected on at least two occasions and 
were easily put down, but he was also sent against the Saxons on multiple occasions. In 805 and 806, he 
was sent into the Böhmerwald (modern Bohemia) to deal with the Slavs living there (Bohemian tribes, 
ancestors of the modern Czechs). He subjected them to Frankish authority and devastated the valley of the 
Elbe, forcing a tribute on them. Pippin had to hold the Avar and Beneventan borders but also fought the 
Slavs to his north. He was uniquely poised to fight the Byzantine Empire  when finally that conflict arose 
after Charlemagne’s imperial coronation and a Venetian rebellion. Finally, Louis was in charge of the 
Spanish March and also went to southern Italy to fight the duke of Benevento on at least one occasion. He 
took Barcelona in a great siege in 797 (see below).  
 
4.1 Forbade daughters marrying but encouraged bastard grandchildren! 
Charlemagne’s attitude toward his daughters has been the subject of much discussion. He kept them at 
home with him and refused to allow them to contract sacramental marriages  – possibly to prevent the 
creation of cadet branches of the family to challenge the main line, as had been the case with Tassilo of 
Bavaria  – yet he tolerated their extramarital relationships, even rewarding their common-law husbands, 
and treasured the illegitimate grandchildren they produced for him. He also, apparently, refused to believe 
stories of their wild behavior. After his death the surviving daughters were banished from the court by their 
brother, the pious Louis, to take up residence in the convents they had been bequeathed by their father. At 
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least one of them, Bertha, had a recognised relationship, if not a marriage, with Angilbert, a member of 
Charlemagne’s court circle. 

5 Carolingian expansion to the south  
The destructive war led by Pepin in Aquitaine, although brought to a satisfactory conclusion for the Franks, 
proved the Frankish power structure south of the Loire was feeble and unreliable. After the defeat and 
death of Waifer of Aquitaine in 768, while Aquitaine submitted again to the Carolingian dynasty, a new 
rebellion broke out in 769 led by Hunald II, possibly the son of Waifer. He took refuge with the ally duke 
Lupus II of Gascony, but likely in fear of Charlemagne’s reprisal, gave him to the new King of the Franks 
and pledged loyalty to him, which seemed to confirm the peace in the Basque area south of the Garonne.  
 
However, wary of new Basque uprisings, Charlemagne tried to diminish duke Lupus’s power by 
appointing a certain Seguin as count of Bordeaux (778) and other counts of Frankish background in 
bordering areas (Toulouse), a decision that seriously undermined the duke of Gascony The Basque duke in 
turn seems to have contributed decisively or schemed the Battle of Roncevaux Pass  (referred to as 
“Basque treachery”). The defeat of Charlemagne’s army in Roncevaux (778) confirmed him in his 
determination to rule directly by establishing the Kingdom of Aquitaine (son Louis the Pious  proclaimed 
first king) based on a power base of Frankish officials, distributing lands among colonisers and allocating 
lands to the Church, which he took as ally. A Christianization program ensued in the high Pyrenees (778).  
 
The new political arrangement for Gascony didn´t sit well with local lords. As of 788 we hear of Adalric 
fighting and capturing Chorson, Carolingian count of Toulouse. He was eventually released, but 
Charlemagne, enraged at the compromise, decided to depose him and appointed his trustee William of 
Orange. William in turn fought the Basques and defeated them after banishing Adalric (790).  
 
From 781 (Pallars, Ribagorça) to 806 (Pamplona under Frankish influence), taking the County of Toulouse 
for a power base, Charlemagne managed to assert Frankish authority over the Pyrenees by bringing to heel 
the southwestern marches of Toulouse (790) and establishing vassal counties on the southern Pyrenees that 
were to make up the Marca Hispanica. As of 794, we hear for the first time of a Frankish vassal, the 
Basque lord Belasko in the lands of Álava, but Pamplona remained in Cordovan and local hands up to 806. 
Belasko and the counties in the Marca Hispánica provided the necessary springboard to attack the 
Andalusians  (expedition led by William Count of Toulouse and Louis the Pious to capture Barcelona in 
801), in a way that Charlemagne had succeeded in expanding the Carolingian rule all around the Pyrenees 
by 812, although events in the Duchy of Vasconia (troubles in Pamplona, Aragon, Bordeaux and Basque 
regions) were to prove it ephemeral on his death.  
 
 5.2 Roncesvalles campaign  
According to the Muslim historian Ibn al-Athir, the Diet of Paderborn had received the representatives of 
the Muslim rulers of Zaragoza, Girona, Barcelona, and Huesca. Their masters had been cornered in the 
Iberian peninsula by Abd ar-Rahman I, the Umayyad emir of Cordova. These “Saracen” (Moorish and 
Muladi) rulers offered their homage to the great king of the Franks in return for military support. Seeing an 
opportunity to extend Christendom and his own power and believing the Saxons to be a fully conquered 
nation, Charlemagne agreed to go to Spain.  
 
In 778, he led the Neustrian army across the Western Pyrenees, while the Austrasians, Lombards, and 
Burgundians passed over the Eastern Pyrenees. The armies met at Saragossa and Charlemagne received the 
homage of the Muslim rulers, Sulayman al-Arabi and Kasmin ibn Yusuf, but the city did not fall for him. 
Indeed, Charlemagne was facing the toughest battle of his career where the Muslims had the upper hand 
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and forced him to retreat. He decided to go home, since he could not trust the Basques, whom he had 
subdued by conquering Pamplona. He turned to leave Iberia, but as he was passing through the Pass of 
Roncesvalles one of the most famous events of his long reign occurred. The Basques fell on his rearguard 
and baggage train, utterly destroying it. The Battle of Roncevaux Pass, though less a battle than a mere 
skirmish, left many famous dead, including the seneschal Eggihard, the count of the palace Anselm, and 
the warden of the Breton March, Roland, inspiring the subsequent creation of the Song of Roland. 
 
The conquest of Italy brought Charlemagne in contact with the Saracens who, at the time, controlled the 
Mediterranean. Pippin, his son, was much occupied with Saracens in Italy. Charlemagne conquered 
Corsica and Sardinia at an unknown date and in 799 the Balearic Islands. The islands were often attacked 
by Saracen pirates, but the counts of Genoa and Tuscany (Boniface) kept them at bay with large fleets until 
the end of Charlemagne’s reign. Charlemagne even had contact with the caliphal court in Baghdad. In 797 
the caliph of Baghdad, Harun al-Rashid, presented Charlemagne with an Asian elephant and a clock. 
 
 5.4 Wars with the Moors  
In Hispania, the struggle against the Moors continued unabated throughout the latter half of his reign. His 
son Louis was in charge of the Spanish border. In 785, his men captured Girona permanently and extended 
Frankish control into the Catalan littoral for the duration of Charlemagne’s reign. The Muslim chiefs in the 
northeast of Islamic Spain were constantly revolting against Cordovan authority, and they often turned to 
the Franks for help. The Frankish border was slowly extended until 795, when Girona, Cardona, Ausona, 
and Urgell were united into the new Spanish March, within the old duchy of Septimania.  
 
In 797 Barcelona, the greatest city of the region, fell to the Franks. The Umayyad authority recaptured it in 
799. However, Louis of Aquitaine marched the entire army of his kingdom over the Pyrenees and besieged 
it in 800 and 801, forcing its capitulation. The Franks continued to press forward against the Emir. They 
took Tarragona in 809 and Tortosa in 811. The last conquest brought them to the mouth of the Ebro and 
gave them raiding access to Valencia, prompting the Emir al-Hakam I to recognize their conquests in 813.  
 
 
 
 

6 Eastern campaigns  
 
 6.1 Saxon Wars  
Charlemagne was engaged in almost constant battle throughout his reign, often at the head of his elite scara 
bodyguard squadrons, with his legendary sword Joyeuse in hand. In the Saxon Wars, spanning thirty years 
and eighteen battles, he conquered Saxonia and proceeded to convert the conquered to Christianity.  
 
The Germanic Saxons were divided into four subgroups in four regions. Nearest to Austrasia was 
Westphalia and furthest away was Eastphalia. In between these two kingdoms was that of Engria and north 
of these three, at the base of the Jutland peninsula, was Nordalbingia.  
 
In his first campaign, Charlemagne forced the Engrians in 773 to submit and cut down an Irminsul pillar 
near Paderborn. The campaign was cut short by his first expedition to Italy. He returned in 775, marching 
through Westphalia and conquering the Saxon fort of Sigiburg. He then crossed Engria, where he defeated 
the Saxons again. Finally, in Eastphalia, he defeated a Saxon force, and its leader Hessi converted to 
Christianity. Charlemagne returned through Westphalia, leaving encampments at Sigiburg and Eresburg, 
which had been important Saxon bastions. All of Saxony but Nordalbingia was almost under his control.  
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Following his campaign in Italy to subjugate the dukes of Friuli and Spoleto, Charlemagne returned very 
rapidly to Saxony in 776, where a rebellion had destroyed his fortress at Eresburg. The Saxons were once 
again brought to heel, but their main leader, Widukind, managed to escape to Denmark, home of his wife. 
Charlemagne built a new camp at Karlstadt. In 777, he called a national diet at Paderborn to integrate 
Saxony fully into the Frankish kingdom. Many Saxons were baptised as Christians.  
 
In 779, he again invaded Saxony and reconquered Eastphalia, Engria, and Westphalia. At a diet near Lippe, 
he divided the land into missionary districts and assisted in several baptisms (780). He then returned to 
Italy and, for the first time, there was no immediate Saxon revolt. Saxony was peaceful from 780 to 782.  
 
He returned to Saxony in 782 and instituted a code of law and appointed counts, both Saxon and Frank. 
The laws were draconian on religious issues; for example, prescribing death to Saxon pagans who refused 
to convert to Christianity. This revived a renewal of the old conflict. That year, in autumn, Widukind 
returned and led a new revolt. In response, at Verden in Lower Saxony, Charlemagne is recorded as having 
ordered the execution of 4,500 Saxon prisoners, known as the Massacre of Verden. The killings triggered 
three years of renewed bloody warfare (783–785). During this war the Frisians were also finally subdued 
and a large part of their fleet was burned. The war ended with Widukind accepting baptism.  
 
Thereafter, the Saxons maintained the peace for seven years, but in 792 the Westphalians again rose against 
their conquerors. The Eastphalians and Nordalbingians joined them in 793, but the insurrection did not 
catch on and was put down by 794. An Engrian rebellion followed in 796, but the presence of 
Charlemagne, Christian Saxons and Slavs quickly crushed it. The last insurrection occurred in 804, more 
than 30 years after Charlemagne’s first campaign against them. This time, the most restive Nordalbingians, 
found themselves effectively disempowered from rebellion for the time being. According to Einhard:  
 

The war that had lasted so many years was at length ended by their acceding to the terms offered by 
the King; which were renunciation of their national religious customs and the worship of devils, 
acceptance of the sacraments of the Christian faith and religion, and union with the Franks to form 
one people.  
 

 6.2 Submission of Bavaria  
By 774 Charlemagne invaded the Kingdom of Lombardy, he later annexed the Lombardian territories and 
assumed its crown, placing the Papal States under Frankish protection. The Duchy of Spoleto south of 
Rome was also acquired in 774, while the Duchy of Bavaria was absorbed. The Bavarian policy of 
establishing tributary marches continued, (borders protected in return for tribute or taxes) among the Slavic 
Serbs, and Czechs. The remaining power confronting the Franks in the east were the Avars, however 
Charlemagne went on acquiring other Slav areas, including Bohemia, Moravia, Austria and Croatia. 
 
In 789, Charlemagne turned his attention to Bavaria. He claimed Tassilo was an unfit ruler, due to his 
oathbreaking. The charges were exaggerated, but Tassilo was deposed anyway and put in the monastery of 
Jumièges. In 794, he was made to renounce any claim to Bavaria for himself and his family. Subsequently 
Bavaria was subdivided into Frankish counties, as had been done with Saxony.  
 
 6.3 Avar campaigns  
In 788, the Avars, a pagan Asian horde (Huns) that had settled down in what is today Hungary invaded 
Friuli and Bavaria. Charlemagne waited until 790, when he marched down the Danube and ravaged Avar 
territory to the Győr. A Lombard army under Pippin went in the Drava valley and ravaged Pannonia. The 
campaigns would have continued if the Saxons had not revolted again in 792, breaking 7 years of peace.  
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For the next two years, Charlemagne was occupied, along with the Slavs, against the Saxons. Pippin and 
Duke Eric of Friuli continued, however, to assault the Avars’ ringshaped strongholds. The great Ring of the 
Avars, their capital fortress, was taken twice. Soon the Avar tuduns had lost the will to fight and traveled to 
Aachen to subject themselves to Charlemagne as vassals and Christians. He accepted their surrender and 
sent one native chief, baptised Abraham, back to Avaria with the ancient title of khagan. Abraham kept his 
people in line, but in 800, the Bulgarians under Khan Krum also attacked the remains of Avar state.  
 
In 803 Charlemagne sent a huge Bavarian army into Pannonia, defeating and bringing an end to the Avar 
confederation. In November of the same year, Charlemagne went to Regensburg where the Avar leaders 
acknowledged him as their own ruler. In 805 the Avar khagan, who had already been baptised, went to 
Aachen to ask permission to settle with his people southeastward from Vienna. The Transdanubian 
territories became integral parts of the Frankish realm, which was abolished by the Magyars in 899-900.  
 
 6.4 Northeast Slav expeditions  
In 789, in recognition of his new pagan neighbours, the Slavs, Charlemagne marched an Austrasian-Saxon 
army across the Elbe into Obotrite territory. The Slavs ultimately submitted, led by their leader Witzin. 
Charlemagne then accepted the surrender of the Wiltzes under Dragovit and demanded many hostages. 
Charlemagne also demanded the permission to send missionaries into this pagan region unmolested. The 
army marched to the Baltic before turning around and marching to the Rhine, winning much booty with no 
harassment. The tributary Slavs became loyal allies. In 795, when the Saxons broke the peace, the 
Abotrites and Wiltzes rose in arms with their new master against the Saxons. Witzin died in battle and 
Charlemagne avenged him by harrying the Eastphalians on the Elbe. Thrasuco, his successor, led his men 
to conquest over the Nordalbingians and handed their leaders over to Charlemagne, who greatly honoured 
him. The Abotrites remained loyal until Charles’ death and fought later against the Danes.  
 
 6.5 Southeast Slav expeditions  
When Charlemagne incorporated much of Central Europe, he brought the Frankish state face to face with 
the Avars and Slavs in the southeast. The most southeast Frankish neighbors were Croats. While fighting 
the Avars, the Franks had called for their support. During the 790s, when Charlemagne campaigned against 
the Avars, he won a major victory in 796. The duke Vojnomir of Pannonian Croatia aided Charlemagne, 
and the Franks made themselves overlords over the Croats of northern Dalmatia, Slavonia, and Pannonia. 
 
The Frankish commander Eric of Friuli wanted to extend his dominion by conquering Littoral Croat 
Duchy. In the Battle of Trsat, the forces of Eric fled their positions and were totally routed. Eric himself 
was among the killed, and his death and defeat proved a great blow for the Carolingian Empire.  
 

7 Imperium  
 
 7.1 Coronation  
In 799, Pope Leo III had been mistreated by the Romans, who tried to put out his eyes and tear out his 
tongue. Leo escaped and fled to Charlemagne at Paderborn, asking him to intervene in Rome and restore 
him. Charlemagne agreed to travel to Rome, in November 800, and held a council on 1 December. On 23 
December Leo swore an oath of innocence. At Mass, on Christmas Day, when Charlemagne knelt at the 
altar to pray, the Pope crowned him Imperator Romanorum  (“Emperor of the Romans”) in Saint Peter’s 
Basilica. This essentially nullified the legitimacy of Empress Irene of Constantinople:  
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“When Odoacer compelled the abdication of Romulus Augustulus, he did not abolish the Western 
Empire as a separate power, but cause it to be reunited with or sink into the Eastern, so that from 
that time there was a single undivided Roman Empire... [Pope Leo III and Charlemagne], like their 
predecessors, held the Roman Empire to be one and indivisible, and proposed by the coronation of 
[Charlemagne] not to proclaim a severance of the East and West... they were not revolting against a 
reigning sovereign, but legitimately filling up the place of the deposed Constantine VI... 
[Charlemagne] was held to be the legitimate successor, not of Romulus Augustulus, but of 
Constantine VI...” 
 

Charlemagne’s coronation as Emperor, though intended to represent the continuation of the unbroken line 
of Emperors from Augustus to Constantine VI, had the effect of setting up two separate (and often 
opposing) Empires and two separate claims to imperial authority. For centuries to come, the Emperors of 
both West and East would make competing claims of sovereignty over the whole. Einhard says that 
Charlemagne was ignorant of the Pope’s intent and did not want any such coronation:  
 

He at first had such an aversion that he declared that he would not have set foot in the Church the 
day that they [the imperial titles] were conferred, although it was a great feastday, if he could have 
foreseen the design of the Pope.  

 
A number of modern scholars, however, suggest that Charlemagne was indeed aware of the coronation; 
certainly he cannot have missed the bejeweled crown waiting on the altar when he came to pray; something 
even contemporary sources support when thoroughly analysed. 
 
 7.2 Debate over coronation  
Historians have debated for centuries whether Charlemagne was aware of the Pope’s intent to crown him 
Emperor prior to the coronation, but that debate has often obscured the arguably more significant question 
of why the Pope granted the title and why Charlemagne chose to accept it once he did. 
 
Roger Collins points out "that the motivation behind the acceptance of the imperial title was a romantic and 
antiquarian interest in reviving the Roman Empire is highly unlikely.” For one thing, such romance would 
not have appealed either to Franks or Roman Catholics at the turn of the ninth century, both of whom 
viewed the Classical heritage of the Roman Empire with distrust. The Franks took pride in having “fought 
against and thrown from their shoulders the heavy yoke of the Romans” and “from the knowledge gained 
in baptism, clothed in gold and precious stones the bodies of the holy martyrs whom the Romans had killed 
by fire, by the sword and by wild animals”, as Pippin III described it in a law of 763 or 764. Moreover, the 
new title risked alienating the Frankish leadership. 
 
For both the Pope and Charlemagne, the Roman Empire remained a significant power in European politics 
at this time, and continued to hold a substantial portion of Italy, with borders not very far south of the city 
of Rome itself—this is the empire that historiography has labelled the Byzantine Empire, for its capital was 
Constantinople (ancient Byzantium) and its people and rulers were Greek; it was a thoroughly Hellenic 
state. Indeed, Charlemagne was usurping the prerogatives of the Roman Emperor in Constantinople simply 
by sitting in judgement over the Pope in the first place:  
 

 By whom, however, could he [the Pope] be tried? Who, in other words, was qualified to pass 
judgement on the Vicar of Christ? In normal circumstances the only conceivable answer to that 
question would have been the Emperor at Constantinople; but the imperial throne was at this 
moment occupied by Irene. That the Empress was notorious for having blinded and murdered her 
own son was, in the minds of both Leo and Charles, almost immaterial: it was enough that she was 
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a woman. The female sex was known to be incapable of governing, and by the old Salic tradition 
was debarred from doing so. As far as Western Europe was concerned, the Throne of the Emperors 
was vacant: Irene’s claim to it was merely an additional proof, if any were needed, of the 
degradation into which the so-called Roman Empire had fallen. — John Julius Norwich, 
Byzantium: The Early Centuries, pg. 378  

 
For the Pope, then, there was “no living Emperor at the that time” though Henri Pirenne disputes this 
saying that the coronation “was not in any sense explained by the fact that at this moment a woman was 
reigning in Constantinople.” Nonetheless, the Pope took the extraordinary step of creating one. The papacy 
had since 727 been in conflict with Irene’s predecessors in Constantinople over a number of issues, chiefly 
the continued Byzantine adherence to the doctrine of iconoclasm, the destruction of Christian images; 
while from 750, the secular power of the Byzantine Empire in central Italy had been nullified.  
 
So with his coronation, “the Roman Empire remained, so far as either of them [Charlemagne and Leo] 
were concerned, one and indivisible, with Charles [Charlemagne] as its Emperor”, yet there can have been 
“little doubt that the coronation, with all that it implied, would be furiously contested in Constantinople.” 
 
How realistic either Charlemagne or the Pope felt it to be that the people of Constantinople would ever 
accept the King of the Franks as their Emperor, we cannot know; Alcuin speaks hopefully in his letters of 
an Imperium Christianum  (“Christian Empire”), wherein, “just as the inhabitants of the [Roman Empire] 
had been united by a common Roman citizenship”, presumably this new empire would be united by a 
common Christian faith, certainly this is the view of Pirenne when he says “Charlemagne was the Emperor 
of the ecclesia  as the Pope conceived it, of the Roman Church, regarded as the universal Church”. The 
Imperium Christianum was also supported at some synods all across the Europe by Paulinus of Aquileia. 
 
What is known, from the Byzantine chronicler Theophanes, is that Charlemagne’s reaction to his 
coronation was to take the initial steps toward securing the Constantinopolitan throne by sending envoys of 
marriage to Irene, and that Irene reacted somewhat favorably to them.  
 
According to Werner Ohnsorge, for a long time it had been the custom of Byzantium to designate the 
German princes as spiritual “sons” of the Byzantines. What might have been acceptable in the fifth century, 
to the pride of the Franks in the eighth century was provoking and insulting. Charles came to the realization 
that the great Roman emperor, who claimed to be the head of the world hierarchy of states, in reality was 
no greater than Charles himself, a king as other kings, since beginning in 629 he had entitled himself 
“Basileus” (translated literally as “king”). Ohnsorge finds it significant that the chief wax seal of Charles, 
which bore only the inscription: “Christe, protege Carolum regem Francorum [Christ, protect Charles, king 
of the Franks], was used from 772 to 813, even during the imperial period and was not replaced by a 
special imperial seal; indicating that Charles felt himself to be king of the Franks and wished only for the 
greatness of his Frankish people. Apparently, in Charlemagne’s mind he was not a Roman emperor, but 
rather as emperor of the Franks. Consistent with this is the fact that in the spring of 813, at Aachen, Charles 
crowned his youngest, only surviving son, Louis, as emperor without recourse to Rome and only with the 
acclamation of his Franks. Thus the Frankish understanding of empire was different from Rome’s. 
 
 7.3 Imperial title  
Despite that symbolism, Charlemagne used these circumstances to claim that he was the renewer of the 
Roman Empire, which had apparently fallen into degradation under the Byzantines.  
 
The title of emperor remained in the Carolingian family for years to come, but divisions of territory and in-
fighting over supremacy of the Frankish state weakened its power and ability to lead. The papacy itself 
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never forgot the title nor abandoned the right to bestow it. When the family of Charlemagne ceased to 
produce worthy heirs, the pope gladly crowned whichever Italian magnate could best protect him from his 
local enemies. This devolution led to the dormancy of the title from 924 to 962. The title was revived when 
Otto I was crowned emperor in 962, seeing himself as the successor of Charlemagne. The empire remained 
in continuous existence until 1806, as the Holy Roman Empire, a true imperial successor to Charles. 
 
 7.4 Imperial diplomacy  
The iconoclasm of the Byzantine Isaurian Dynasty was endorsed by the Franks. The Second Council of 
Nicaea reintroduced the veneration of icons under Empress Irene. The council was not recognized by 
Charlemagne since no Frankish emissaries had been invited, even though Charlemagne ruled more than 
three provinces of the old Roman empire and being of equal rank to the Byzantine emperor. And while the 
Pope supported the reintroduction of the iconic veneration, he politically digressed from Byzantium. He 
certainly desired to increase the influence of the papacy, to honour his saviour Charlemagne, and to solve 
the constitutional issues then most troubling to European jurists in an era when Rome was not in the hands 
of an emperor. Thus, Charlemagne’s assumption of the imperial title was not a usurpation in the eyes of the 
Franks or Italians. It was, however, seen as such in Byzantium, where it was protested by Irene and her 
successor Nicephorus I  — neither of whom had any great effect in enforcing their protests.  
 
The Byzantines, however, still held several territories in Italy: Venice, Reggio, Brindisi, and Naples. These 
remained outside of Frankish hands until 804, when the Venetians, torn by infighting, transferred their 
allegiance to the Iron Crown of Pippin, Charles’ son. The Pax Nicephori ended. Nicephorus ravaged the 
coasts with a fleet, initiating the only instance of war between the Byzantines and the Franks. It ended in 
810, when the pro-Byzantine party in Venice gave their city back to the Byzantine Emperor, and the two 
emperors of Europe made peace: Charlemagne received the Istrian peninsula and in 812 the emperor 
Rhangabes recognised his status as Emperor, although not necessarily as “Emperor of the Romans.” 
 
 7.5 Danish attacks  
After the conquest of Nordalbingia, the Frankish frontier reached to Scandinavia. The pagan Danes, “a race 
almost unknown to his ancestors, but destined to be only too well known to his sons” as Charles Oman 
described them, inhabiting the Jutland peninsula, had heard many stories from Widukind and his allies who 
had taken refuge with them about the dangers of the Franks and the fury of their Christian king. 
 
In 808, the king of the Danes, Godfred, built the vast Danevirke 30 km (19 mi) long earthenwork rampart 
across the isthmus of Schleswig. The Danevirke protected Danish land and helped Godfred harass Frisia 
and Flanders with pirate raids. He also subdued the Frank-allied Wiltzes and fought the Abotrites.  
 
Godfred invaded Frisia, joked of visiting Aachen, but was murdered before he could do any more, either by 
a Frankish assassin or by one of his own men. Godfred was succeeded by his nephew Hemming, who 
concluded the Treaty of Heiligen with Charlemagne in late 811.  
 
7.6 Death 
In 813, Charlemagne called Louis the Pious, king of Aquitaine, his only surviving legitimate son, to his 
court. There Charlemagne crowned his son with his own hands as co-emperor and sent him back to 
Aquitaine. In January 814, in Aachen, he fell ill with pleurisy. In deep depression (mostly because many of 
his plans were not yet realized), he took to his bed on 21 January and as Einhard tells it:  
 

He died January twenty-eighth, the seventh day from the time that he took to his bed, at nine o'clock 
in the morning, after partaking of the Holy Communion, in the seventy-second year of his age and 
the forty-seventh of his reign.  
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He was buried the same day as his death, in Aachen Cathedral, although the cold weather and the nature of 
his illness made such a hurried burial unnecessary. He was buried more than once. The 3rd burial was in 
1165, when Frederick I re-opened the tomb again and placed the emperor in a sarcophagus beneath the 
floor of the cathedral. In 1215 Frederick II reinterred him in a casket made of gold and silver.  
 
Charlemagne’s death greatly affected many of his subjects, particularly those of the literary clique who had 
surrounded him at Aachen. An anonymous monk of Bobbio lamented: 
 

From the lands where the sun rises to western shores, people are crying and wailing... the Franks, 
the Romans, all Christians, are stung with mourning and great worry... the young and old, glorious 
nobles, all lament the loss of their Caesar... the world laments the death of Charles... O Christ, you 
who govern the heavenly host, grant a peaceful place to Charles in your kingdom. Alas for 
miserable me.  

 
He was succeeded by his surviving son, Louis, who had been crowned the previous year. His empire lasted 
only another generation in its entirety; its division, according to custom, between Louis’s own sons after 
their father’s death laid the foundation for the modern states of Germany and France. 
 

8 Administration  
As an administrator, Charlemagne stands out for his many reforms: monetary, governmental, military, 
cultural, and ecclesiastical. He is the main protagonist of the “Carolingian Renaissance.”  
 
 8.1 Military  
It has long been held that the dominance of Charlemagne’s military was based on a "cavalry revolution” 
led by Charles Martel in 730s. But it is more likely that Charlemagne’s success rested primarily on novel 
siege technologies and excellent logistics. However horses were instrumental in other ways. For example, 
large numbers of horses were used by the Frankish military during the age of Charlemagne. This was 
because horses provided a quick, long-distance method of transporting troops, which was critical to 
building and maintaining such a large empire. 
 
 8.2 Economic and monetary reforms  
Charlemagne had an important role in determining the immediate economic future of Europe. Pursuing his 
father’s reforms, Charlemagne abolished the monetary system based on the gold sou. There were strong 
pragmatic reasons for this abandonment of a gold standard, notably a shortage of gold itself.  
 
The gold shortage was a direct consequence of the conclusion of peace with Byzantium, which resulted in 
ceding Venice and Sicily to the East and losing their trade routes to Africa. The resulting standardisation 
economically harmonized and unified the complex array of currencies, which had been in use at the 
commencement of his reign, thus simplifying trade and commerce.  
 
Charlemagne established a new standard, the livre carolinienne  - based upon a pound of silver—a unit of 
both money and weight—which was worth 20 sous or 240 deniers  (from the Latin denarius, the modern 
penny). At that time the livre and the sou were counting units; only the denier was a coin of the realm.  
 
Charlemagne instituted principles for accounting practice by means of the Capitulare de villis of 802, 
which laid down strict rules for the way in which incomes and expenses were to be recorded.  
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Early in Charlemagne’s rule he tacitly allowed the Jews to monopolize money lending. Then lending 
money for interest was proscribed in 814, being against Church law at the time, Charlemagne introduced 
the Capitulary for the Jews, a prohibition on Jews engaging in money-lending due to the religious 
convictions of the majority of his constituents, in essence banning it across the board, a reversal of his 
earlier recorded general policy. In addition to this macro-oriented reform of the economy, Charlemagne 
also performed a significant number of microeconomic reforms, such as direct control of prices and levies 
on certain goods and commodities.  
 
His Capitulary for the Jews, however, was not representative of his overall economic relationship or 
attitude toward the Frankish Jews, and certainly not his earlier relationship with them, which had evolved 
over his lifespan. His paid personal physician for example was Jewish, he employed at least one Jew for his 
diplomatic missions, and Isaac was his personal representative to the Muslim caliphate of Baghdad. He was 
known for having invited Jews to settle in his kingdom, for economic purposes.  
 
Charlemagne applied this system to much of the European continent, and this standard was voluntarily 
adopted by much of England. After Charlemagne’s death, continental coinage degraded, and most of 
Europe resorted to using the continued high-quality English coin until about 1100.  
 
 8.3 Education reforms  
A part of Charlemagne’s success as warrior and administrator and ruler can be traced to his admiration for 
learning and education. His reign and the era it ushered in are often referred to as the Carolingian 
Renaissance because of the flowering of scholarship, literature, art, and architecture, which characterize it. 
Charlemagne brought into contact with the culture and learning of other countries (especially Moorish 
Spain, Anglo-Saxon England, and Lombard Italy) due to his vast conquests, greatly increased the provision 
of monastic schools and scriptoria (centres for book-copying) in Francia.  
 
Most of the presently surviving works of classical Latin were copied and preserved by Carolingian 
scholars. Indeed, the earliest manuscripts available for many ancient texts are Carolingian. It is almost 
certain that a text that survived to the Carolingian age survives still.  
 
Charlemagne took a serious interest in scholarship, promoting the liberal arts at the court, ordering that his 
children and grandchildren be well-educated, and even studying himself (in a time when even leaders who 
promoted education did not take time to learn themselves) under the tutelage of Peter of Pisa, for grammar; 
Alcuin, for rhetoric, dialectic (logic), and astronomy (he was particularly interested in the movements of 
the stars); and Einhard, who assisted him in his studies of arithmetic. 
 
His great scholarly failure, as Einhard relates: he could not write: when in his old age he began attempts to 
learn—practicing the formation of letters in his bed during his free time on books and wax tablets—"his 
effort came too late in life and achieved little success”, and his ability to read – which Einhard is silent 
about, and which no contemporary source supports—has also been called into question. 
 
 8.4 Church reforms  
Unlike his predecessors, Charlemagne expanded the reform program of the church. His authority was now 
extended over church and state. He could discipline clerics, control ecclesiastical property and define 
orthodox doctrine. Despite the harsh legislation and sudden change, he had grown a well-developed 
support from the clergy who approved his desire to deepen the piety and morals of his Christian subjects. 
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In 809–810, Charlemagne called together a church council in Aachen, which confirmed the unanimous 
belief in the West that the Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father and the Son and sanctioned inclusion in the 
Nicene Creed of the phrase Filioque (and the Son). For this Charlemagne sought the approval of Pope Leo 
III. The Pope, while affirming the doctrine and approving its use in teaching, opposed its inclusion in the 
text of the Creed as adopted in the 381 First Council of Constantinople. This spoke of the procession of the 
Holy Spirit from the Father, without adding phrases such as “and the Son”, “through the Son”, or “alone”. 
Stressing his opposition, the Pope kept the original text on the two heavy shields in Saint Peter’s Basilica. 
 
 8.5 Writing reforms  
During Charles’ reign, the Roman half uncial script and its cursive version, which had given rise to various 
continental minuscule scripts, were combined with features from the insular scripts that were being used in 
Irish and English monasteries. Carolingian minuscule was created partly under the patronage of 
Charlemagne. Alcuin of York, who ran the palace school at Aachen, was probably a chief influence in this. 
The revolutionary character of the Carolingian reform, however, can be over-emphasised; efforts at taming 
the crabbed Merovingian and Germanic hands had been underway before Alcuin arrived at Aachen.  
 
 8.6 Political reforms  
Charlemagne engaged in many reforms of Frankish governance, but he continued also in many traditional 
practices, such as the division of the kingdom among sons.  
 

 8.6.1 Organization  
The Carolingian king exercised the bannum, the right to rule and command. He had supreme jurisdiction in 
judicial matters, made legislation, led the army, and protected both the Church and the poor. His 
administration was an attempt to organize the kingdom, church, and nobility around him.  
 

 8.6.2 Divisio regnorum  
In 806, Charlemagne first made provision for the traditional division of the empire on his death. For 
Charles the Younger he designated Austrasia and Neustria, Saxony, Burgundy, and Thuringia. To Pippin 
he gave Italy, Bavaria, and Swabia. Louis received Aquitaine, the Spanish March, and Provence. There was 
no mention of the imperial title however, which has led to the suggestion that, at that particular time, 
Charlemagne regarded the title as an honorary achievement, which held no hereditary significance.  
 
This division might have worked, but it was never to be tested. Pippin died in 810 and Charles in 811. 
Charlemagne then reconsidered the matter, and in 813, crowned his youngest son, Louis, co-emperor and 
co-King of the Franks, granting him a half-share of the empire and the rest upon Charlemagne’s own death. 
The only part of the Empire which Louis was not promised was Italy, which Charlemagne specifically 
bestowed upon Pippin’s illegitimate son Bernard.  
 

9 Personality  
 
 9.1 Language  
By Charlemagne’s time the French vernacular had already diverged significantly from Latin. This is 
evidenced by one of the regulations of the Council of Tours  (813), which required that the parish priests 
preach either in the “rusticam Romanam linguam” (Romance) or “Theotiscam” (the Germanic vernacular) 
rather than in Latin. The goal of this rule was to make the sermons comprehensible to the common people, 
who must therefore have been either Romance speakers or Germanic speakers. Charlemagne himself 
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probably spoke a Rhenish Franconian dialect of Old High German. Apart from his native language he also 
spoke Latin and understood a bit of Greek, according to his biographer Einhard. 
 
9.2 Appearance  
Charlemagne’s personal appearance is known from a good description by a personal associate, Einhard, 
author after his death of the biography Vita Karoli Magni. Einhard tells in his twenty-second chapter: 
 

  “He was heavily built, sturdy, and of considerable stature, although not exceptionally so, since his 
height was seven times the length of his own foot. He had a round head, large and lively eyes, a 
slightly larger nose than usual, white but still attractive hair, a bright and cheerful expression, a 
short and fat neck, and he enjoyed good health, except for the fevers that affected him in the last 
few years of his life. Toward the end, he dragged one leg. Even then, he stubbornly did what he 
wanted and refused to listen to doctors, indeed he detested them, because they wanted to persuade 
him to stop eating roast meat, as was his wont, and to be content with boiled meat.”  

 
The physical portrait provided by Einhard is confirmed by contemporary depictions of the emperor, such as 
coins and his 8-inch (20 cm) bronze statue kept in the Louvre. Later measurements of his bones give a 
height estimate of 6 ft 0 in. This puts him in the 99th percentile of tall people of his period, given that 
average male height of his time was 5 ft 7 in. The width of his bones was average. 
 

10 Family  
 
 10.1 Marriages and heirs  
Charlemagne had 18 children over the course of his life with 8 of his 10 known wives or concubines. 
Nonetheless, he only had 4 legitimate grandsons, the four sons of his 4th son, Louis. In addition, he had a 
grandson (Bernard of Italy, the only son of his 3rd son, Pippin of Italy), who was born illegitimate, but 
included in the line of inheritance. So, despite 18 children, the claimants to his inheritance were few.  
 

11 Name  
He was named Karl (Charles in French and English, Carolus in Latin) after his grandfather, Charles Martel. 
Later Old French historians dubbed him Charles le Magne  (Charles the Great), becoming Charlemagne in 
English after the Norman conquest of England.  
 
Charles’ achievements gave a new meaning to his name. In many European languages, the word for “king” 
derives from his name; e.g., Polish: król, Ukrainian: ко- роль (korol'), Czech: král, Slovak: kráľ, 
Hungarian: király, Lithuanian: karalius, Latvian: karalis, Russian: король, Macedonian: крал, Bulgarian: 
крал, Romanian: crai, Bosnian: kralj, Serbian: краљ/kralj, Croatian: kralj, Turkish: kral. This development 
parallels that of the name of the Caesars in the original Roman Empire: kaiser and czar, among others. 
 

12 Beatification  
Charlemagne was made a Saint inside the Holy Roman Empire after the 12th century. His canonisation by 
Antipope Paschal III, to gain the favour of Frederick Barbarossa in 1165, was never recognised by the Holy 
See, which annulled all of Paschal’s ordinances at the Third Lateran Council in 1179. His beatification has 
been acknowledged as “cultus confirmed” and is celebrated on 28 January. 
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13 Cultural uses  
 
 13.1 Middle Ages  
Charlemagne had an immediate afterlife. The author of the Visio Karoli Magni written around 865 uses 
facts gathered apparently from Einhard and his own observations on the decline of Charlemagne’s family 
after the dissensions war (840–43) as the basis for a visionary tale of Charles’ early afterlife. 
 
Charlemagne, being a model knight as one of the Nine Worthies, enjoyed an important afterlife in 
European culture. One of the great medieval literary cycles, the Charlemagne cycle or the Matter of France, 
centers on the deeds of Charlemagne—the Emperor with the Flowing Beard of Roland fame—and his 
historical commander of the border with Brittany, Roland, and the paladins who are analogous to the 
knights of the Round Table or King Arthur 's court. In the Divine Comedy the spirit of Charlemagne 
appears to Dante in the Heaven of Mars, among the other “warriors of the faith.”  
 
 13.2 Modern era  
In 1867, an equestrian statue of Charlemagne was made by Louis Jehotte and was inaugurated in 1868 on 
the Boulevard d'Avroy in Liège. In the nearby niches are six statues of the ancestors of Charlemagne 
(Sainte Begge, Pépin de Herstal, Charles Martel, Bertrude, Pépin de Landen and Pépin le Bref).  
 
The city of Aachen has, since 1949, awarded an international prize (Karlspreis der Stadt Aachen) in honour 
of Charlemagne. It is awarded annually to “personages of merit who have promoted the idea of western 
unity by their political, economic and literary endeavours.” Winners include Count Richard Coudenhove-
Kalergi, the founder of the pan- European movement, Alcide De Gasperi, and Winston Churchill.  
 
In 1964, the young French singer France Gall released the hit song “Sacré Charlemagne” in which the 
lyrics blame the great king for imposing the burden of compulsory education on French children.  
 
Charlemagne is quoted by Dr Henry Jones Sr. (Sean Connery) in Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade. After 
using his umbrella to induce a flock of seagulls to smash through the glass cockpit of a pursuing German 
fighter plane, Henry Jones remarks, “I suddenly remembered my Charlemagne: 'Let my armies be the rocks 
and the trees and the birds in the sky'.” But how do we know that Charlemagne actually said this? 
 
The Economist, the weekly news and international affairs newspaper, features a one-page article every 
week entitled “Charlemagne”, focusing generally on European affairs and, more usually and specifically, 
on the European Union and its politics.  
 
A 2010 episode of QI discussed the mathematics completed by Mark Humphrys that calculated that all 
modern Europeans are highly likely to share Charlemagne as a common ancestor. Us too!!! 
 
In 2014, the eighth version of Crusader Kings II, a grand strategy game, was released. It focuses on 
Charlemagne’s ascent to power, the formation of the Holy Roman Empire and other regions.  
 
His son Louis the Pious is the Rodger ancestor. 
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Hildegard of the Vinzgau14 (758 – 783) 
[Author’s 38th Great Grandmother] 
Hildegard was daughter of the Germanic Count Gerold of Vinzgau 
and Emma of Alemannia (daughter of Duke Hnabi and Hereswintha 
vom Bodensee (of Lake Constance)). She was the second wife of 
Charlemagne,[1] who married her around 771. She died on April 30, 
783 in Diedenhofen. She and Charlemagne had the following 
children: 
 
• Charles, (772-811), Count of Maine from 781, joint King of 

the Franks with Charlemagne from 800 
• Carloman (773–810), renamed Pippin in 781, king of Italy 

from 781 
• Adelaide (774) 
• Rotrude (or Hruodrud) (777–810) 
• Louis the Pious, (778–840) king of Aquitaine from 781, 

emperor from 813 (sole Emperor from 814) until 840 
• Lothair, twin brother of Louis, (778–780) died young in 780 
• Bertha (779–823?) 
• Gisela (781–808?) 
• Hildegarde (782–783?) 
 
Her son Louis the Pious is the Rodger ancestor. 
 
 

Louis the Pious15 (778 – 840) 
[Author’s 37th Great Grandfather] 
 
Louis the Pious  (778 – 20 June 840), also called the Fair, and the Debonaire, was the King of Aquitaine 
from 781. He was also King of the Franks and co- Emperor  (as Louis I) with his father, Charlemagne, of 
the Holy Roman Empire from 813. 
 
As the only surviving adult son of Charlemagne and Hildegard, he became the sole ruler of the Franks after 
his father’s death in 814, a position which he held until his death, except 833–34, when he was deposed.  
 
During his reign in Aquitaine, Louis was charged with the defence of the Empire’s southwestern frontier. 
He conquered Barcelona from the Muslims in 801 and asserted Frankish authority over Pamplona and the 
Basques south of the Pyrenees in 812. As emperor he included his adult sons, Lothair, Pepin, and Louis, in 
the government and sought to establish a suitable division of the realm among them. The first decade of his 
reign was characterised by several tragedies and embarrassments, notably the brutal treatment of his 
nephew Bernard of Italy, for which Louis atoned in a public act of self-debasement.  
 

Hildegard from 
Promptuarii Iconum 
Insigniorum 
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In the 830s his empire was torn by civil war between his sons, 
only exacerbated by Louis’s attempts to include his son 
Charles by his second wife in the succession plans. Though his 
reign ended well, with order largely restored to his empire, it 
was followed by 3 years of civil war. Louis is generally 
compared unfavourably to his father, though the problems he 
faced were of a distinctly different sort.  

1 Birth and rule in Aquitaine  
Louis was born while his father Charlemagne was on 
campaign in Spain, at the Carolingian villa of Cassinogilum, 
according to Einhard and the chronicler called Astronomus; 
the place is usually identified with Chasseneuil, near Poitiers. 
He was the 3rd son of Charlemagne by his wife Hildegard. His 
grandfather was Pepin the Short.  
 
Louis was crowned King of Aquitaine as a child in 781 and 
sent there with regents and a court. Charlemagne constituted 
the subkingdom in order to secure the border of his kingdom 
after the destructive war against the Aquitanians and Basques 
under Waifer (capitulated 768) and later Hunald II, which 
culminated in the disastrous Battle of Roncesvalles (778). 
Charlemagne wanted his son Louis to grow up in the area 
where he was to reign. However, in 785, wary of the customs his son may have been taking in Aquitaine, 
Charlemagne sent for him. Louis presented himself at the Royal Council of Paderborn dressed up in 
Basque costumes along with other similarly dressed youths, which may have made a good impression in 
Toulouse, since the Basques of Vasconia were a mainstay of the Aquitanian army.  
 
In 794, Charlemagne selected four former Gallo-Roman villas for Louis, in the thought that he would take 
in each in turn as winter residence: Doué-la-Fontaine in today’s Anjou, Ebreuil in Allier, Angeac-Charente, 
and the disputed Cassinogilum. Charlemagne’s intention was to see all his sons brought up as natives of 
their given territories, wearing the national costume of the region and ruling by the local customs. Thus the 
children went to their respective realms at a young age. Each kingdom sought security at its frontier; 
Louis’s was the Spanish March. In 797, Barcelona, the greatest city of the Marca, fell to the Franks when 
Zeid, its governor, rebelled against Córdoba and, failing, handed it to them. The Umayyad authority 
recaptured it in 799. However, Louis marched the entire army of his kingdom, including Gascons with their 
duke Sancho I of Gascony, Provençals under Leibulf, and Goths under Bera, over the Pyrenees and 
besieged it for two years, wintering there from 800 to 801, when it capitulated. The sons were not given 
independence from central authority, however, and Charlemagne ingrained in them the concepts of empire 
and unity by sending them on military expeditions far from their home bases. Louis campaigned in the 
Italian Mezzogiorno against the Beneventans at least once.  
 
Louis was one of Charlemagne’s three legitimate sons to survive infancy, including his twin brother, 
Lothair. According to Frankish custom, Louis had expected to share his inheritance with his brothers, 
Charles the Younger, King of Neustria, and Pepin, King of Italy. In the Divisio Regnorum of 806, 
Charlemagne had slated Charles the Younger as his successor as emperor and chief king, ruling over the 
Frankish heartland of Neustria and Austrasia, while giving Pepin the Iron Crown of Lombardy, which 
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Charlemagne possessed by conquest. To Louis’s kingdom of Aquitaine, he added Septimania, Provence, 
and part of Burgundy.  
 
But then Charlemagne’s other legitimate sons died – Pepin in 810 and Charles in 811 – and Louis alone 
remained to be crowned co-emperor with Charlemagne in 813. On his father’s death in 814, he inherited 
the entire Frankish kingdom and all its possessions (with the sole exception of Italy, which remained within 
Louis’s empire, but under the direct rule of Bernard, Pepin’s son).  

2 Emperor  
While at his villa of Doué-la-Fontaine, Anjou, Louis received news of his father’s death. He rushed to 
Aachen and crowned himself emperor to shouts of Vivat Imperator Ludovicus by the attending nobles. 
 
From start of his reign, his coinage imitated his father Charlemagne’s portrait, which gave it an image of 
imperial authority and prestige. He quickly sent all of his unmarried sisters to nunneries, to avoid any 
possible entanglements from overly powerful brothers-in-laws. Sparing his illegitimate half-brothers, he 
forced his father’s cousins, Adalard and Wala to be tonsured (balded), placing them in monasteries. 
 
In 816, Pope Stephen IV, successor to Leo III, visited Reims and again crowned Louis. The Emperor 
thereby strengthened the papacy by recognising the importance of the pope in imperial coronations.  
 
 2.1 Ordinatio imperii  
On Maundy Thursday 817, Louis and his court were crossing a wooden gallery from the cathedral to the 
palace in Aachen when the gallery collapsed, killing many. Louis, having barely survived and feeling the 
imminent danger of death, began planning for his succession; three months later he issued an Ordinatio 
Imperii, an imperial decree that laid out plans for an orderly succession. In 815, he had already given his 
two eldest sons a share in the government, when he had sent his elder sons Lothair and Pepin to govern 
Bavaria and Aquitaine respectively, though without the royal titles. Then for his three sons:  
 

• Lothair was proclaimed and crowned co-emperor in Aachen by his father. He was promised the 
succession to most of the Frankish dominions (excluding the exceptions below), and would be the 
overlord of his brothers and cousin.  

 
• Pepin was proclaimed King of Aquitaine, his territory including Gascony, the march around 

Toulouse, and the counties of Carcassonne, Autun, Avallon and Nevers.  
 

• Louis, the youngest son, was proclaimed King of Bavaria and the neighbouring marches.  
 
If one of the subordinate kings died, he was to be succeeded by his sons. If the subordinate died childless, 
Lothair would inherit his kingdom. In the event of Lothair dying without sons, one of Louis the Pious’ 
younger sons would be chosen to replace him by “the people”. Above all, the Empire would not be divided: 
the Emperor would rule supreme over the subordinate kings, whose obedience to him was mandatory.  
 
With this settlement, Louis tried to combine his sense for the Empire’s unity, supported by the clergy, 
while at the same time providing positions for all of his sons. Instead of treating them equally in status and 
land, he put Lothair above his younger brothers and gave him the largest part of the Empire as his share.  
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 2.2 Bernard’s rebellion and Louis’s penance  
The ordinatio imperii of Aachen left Bernard of Italy in an uncertain and subordinate position as king of 
Italy, and he began plotting to declare independence upon hearing of it. Louis immediately directed his 
army towards Italy, and betook himself to Chalon-sur-Saône. Intimidated by the emperor’s swift action, 
Bernard met his uncle at Chalon, under invitation, and surrendered. He was taken to Aachen by Louis, who 
there had him tried and condemned to death for treason. Louis had the sentence commuted to blinding, 
which was duly carried out; Bernard did not survive the ordeal, however, dying after two days of agony. 
Others also suffered: Theodulf of Orléans, in eclipse since the death of Charlemagne, was accused of 
having supported the rebellion, and was thrown into a monastic prison, but he died soon after – poisoned, it 
was rumoured. The fate of his nephew deeply marked Louis’s conscience for the rest of his life.  
 
In 822, as a pious man, Louis performed penance for causing Bernard’s death, at his palace of Attigny in 
the Ardennes, before Pope Paschal I, and a council of ecclesiastics and nobles of the realm that had been 
convened to reconcile Louis with his three younger half-brothers, Hugo whom he soon made abbot of St-
Quentin, Drogo whom he soon made Bishop of Metz, and Theodoric. This act of contrition, partly in 
emulation of Theodosius I, had the effect of greatly reducing his prestige as a Frankish ruler, for he also 
recited a list of minor offences about which no secular ruler of the time would have taken any notice.  
 
 2.3 Frontier wars  
At the start of Louis’s reign, the many tribes – Danes, Obotrites, Slovenes, Bretons, Basques  – of the 
frontierlands were still in awe of the Frankish emperor’s power and dared not stir up any trouble. In 816, 
however, the Sorbs rebelled and were quickly followed by Slavomir, chief of the Obotrites, who was 
captured and abandoned by his own people, being replaced by Ceadrag in 818. Soon, Ceadrag too had 
turned against the Franks and allied with the Danes, who soon became the greatest menace of the Franks.  
 
A greater Slavic menace was in the southeast. There, Ljudevit Posavski, duke of Pannonia, was harassing 
the border. The margrave of Friuli, Cadolah, was sent out against him, but he died on campaign and, in 
820, his margarvate was invaded by Slovenes. In 821, an alliance was made with Borna, duke of the 
Dalmatia, and Ljudevit was brought to heel. In 824 several Slav tribes in the northwestern parts of Bulgaria 
acknowledged Louis’s authority. But Louis was reluctant to settle the matter peacefully with the Bulgarian 
ruler Omurtag. So in 827 the Bulgarians attacked the Franks in Pannonia and regained their lands.  
 
On the southern edge of his realm, Louis had to control the Lombard princes of Benevento whom 
Charlemagne hadn’t subjugated. He got promises from Princes Grimoald IV and Sico, but to no effect.  
 
On the southwestern frontier, problems commenced early when, in 812, Louis the Pious crossed the 
western Pyrenees 'to settle matters’ in Pamplona. In 820 an assembly at Quierzy-sur-Oise decided to send 
an expedition against the Cordoban caliphate (827). The counts in charge of the army, Hugh, count of 
Tours, and Matfrid, count of Orléans, were slow in acting and the expedition came to nothing.  
 
 2.4 First civil war  
In 818, as Louis was returning from a campaign to Brittany, he learned of the death of his wife, 
Ermengarde. She was the daughter of Ingerman, the duke of Hesbaye. Louis had been close to his wife, 
who had been involved in policymaking. It was rumoured that she had played a part in her nephew’s death 
and Louis himself believed her own death was divine retribution for that event. It took many months for his 
courtiers and advisors to convince him to remarry, but eventually he did, in 820, to Judith, daughter of 
Welf, count of Altdorf. In 823 Judith gave birth to a son, who was named Charles.  
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The birth of this son damaged the Partition of Aachen, as Louis’s attempts to provide for his 4th son met 
with stiff resistance from his older sons, and the last two decades of his reign were marked by civil war.  
 
At Worms in 829, Louis gave Charles Alemannia the title of king or duke (??), thus enraging his son and 
co-emperor Lothair, whose promised share was thereby diminished. An insurrection was soon at hand.  
 
With the urging of the vengeful Wala and the cooperation of his brothers, Lothair accused Judith of having 
committed adultery with Bernard of Septimania, even suggesting Bernard to be the true father of Charles. 
Ebbo and Hildwin abandoned the emperor at that point, Bernard having risen to greater heights than either 
of them. Agobard, Archbishop of Lyon, and Jesse, bishop of Amiens, too, opposed the redivision of the 
empire and lent their episcopal prestige to the rebels.  
 
In 830, at Wala’s insistence that Bernard of Septimania was plotting against him, Pepin of Aquitaine led an 
army of Gascons, with the support of the Neustrian magnates, all the way to Paris. At Verberie, Louis the 
German joined him. At that time, the emperor returned from another campaign in Brittany to find his 
empire at war with itself. He marched as far as Compiègne, an ancient royal town, before being surrounded 
by Pepin’s forces and captured. Judith was incarcerated at Poitiers and Bernard fled to Barcelona.  
 
Then Lothair finally set out with a large Lombard army, but Louis had promised his sons Louis the German 
and Pepin of Aquitaine greater shares of the inheritance, prompting them to shift loyalties in favour of their 
father. When Lothair tried to call a general council of the realm in Nijmegen, in the heart of Austrasia, the 
Austrasians and Rhinelanders came with a following of armed retainers, and the disloyal sons were forced 
to free their father and bow at his feet (831). Lothair was pardoned, but disgraced and banished to Italy.  
 
Pepin returned to Aquitaine and Judith – after being forced to humiliate herself with a solemn oath of 
innocence – to Louis’s court. Only Wala was severely dealt with, making his way to a secluded monastery 
on the shores of Lake Geneva. Although Hilduin, abbot of Saint Denis, was exiled to Paderborn and 
Elisachar and Matfrid were deprived of their honours north of the Alps; they did not lose their freedom.  
 
 2.5 Second civil war  
The next revolt occurred a mere two years later (832). The disaffected Pepin was summoned to his father’s 
court, where he was so poorly received he left against his father’s orders. Immediately, fearing that Pepin 
would be stirred up to revolt by his nobles and desiring to reform his morals, Louis the Pious summoned 
his forces to meet in Aquitaine to prepare for an uprising, but Louis the German led an army of Slav allies 
and conquered Swabia before the emperor could react. So again the elder Louis divided his vast realm. At 
Jonac, he made Charles king of Aquitaine and deprived Pepin (he was less harsh with the younger Louis), 
restoring the whole rest of the empire to Lothair, not yet involved in the civil war. Lothair was, however, 
interested in usurping his father’s authority. His ministers had been in contact with Pepin and may have 
convinced him and Louis the German to rebel, promising him Alemannia, the kingdom of Charles.  
 
Soon Lothair, supported by Pope Gregory IV, whom he had confirmed in office without his father’s nod, 
joined the revolt in 833. While Louis was at Worms gathering a new force, Lothair marched north. Louis 
marched south. The armies met on the plains of the Rothfeld. There, Gregory met the emperor and may 
have tried to sow dissension amongst his ranks. Soon much of Louis’s army had evaporated before his 
eyes, and he ordered his few remaining followers to go, because “it would be a pity if any man lost his life 
or limb on my account.” The resigned emperor was taken to Saint Médard at Soissons, his son Charles to 
Prüm, and the queen to Tortona. The despicable show of disloyalty and disingenuousness earned the site 
the name Field of Lies, or Lügenfeld, or Campus Mendacii, ubi plurimorum fidelitas exstincta est[9]  
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On 13 November 833, Ebbo of Rheims presided over a synod in the Church of Saint Mary in Soissons 
which deposed Louis and forced him to publicly confess many crimes that he had not committed. In return, 
Lothair gave Ebbo the Abbey of Saint Vaast. Men like Rabanus Maurus, Louis’ younger half-brothers 
Drogo and Hugh, and Emma, Judith’s sister and Louis the German’s new wife, worked on the younger 
Louis to make peace with his father, for the sake of unity of the empire. The humiliation to which Louis 
was then subjected at Notre Dame in Compiègne turned the loyal barons of Austrasia and Saxony against 
Lothair, who then fled to Burgundy. Louis was restored the next year, on 1 March 834.  
 
On Lothair’s return to Italy, Wala, Jesse, and Matfrid, formerly count of Orléans, died of a pestilence and, 
on 2 February 835, the Synod of Thionville deposed Ebbo, Agobard, Bernard, Bishop of Vienne, and 
Bartholomew, Archbishop of Narbonne. Lothair himself fell ill; events were now favouring Louis again.  
 
In 836, however, the family made peace and Louis restored Pepin and Louis, deprived Lothair of all save 
Italy, and gave it to Charles in a new division, given at the diet of Crémieu. At about that time, the Vikings 
terrorised and sacked Utrecht and Antwerp. In 837, they went up the Rhine as far as Nijmegen, and their 
king, Rorik, demanded reparations for his followers that were killed on previous expeditions. Soon Louis 
the Pious mustered a massive force and marched against them. They fled, but it would not be the last time 
they harried the northern coasts. In 838, they even claimed sovereignty over Frisia, but a treaty was 
confirmed between them and the Franks in 839. Louis the Pious ordered the construction of a North Sea 
fleet and the sending of missi dominici into Frisia to establish Frankish sovereignty there.  
 
 2.6 Third civil war  
In 837, Louis crowned Charles king over all of Alemannia and Burgundy and gave him a portion of his 
brother Louis’ land. Louis the German promptly rose in revolt, and the emperor redivided his realm again 
at Quierzysur- Oise, giving all of the young king of Bavaria’s lands, save Bavaria itself, to Charles. 
Emperor Louis did not stop there, however. His devotion to Charles knew no bounds. When Pepin died in 
838, Louis declared Charles the new king of Aquitaine. The nobles, however, elected Pepin’s son Pepin II. 
When Louis threatened invasion, the third great civil war of his reign broke out. In the spring of 839, Louis 
the German invaded Swabia, Pepin II and his Gascon subjects fought all the way to the Loire, and the 
Danes returned to ravage the Frisian coast (sacking Dorestad for a second time).  
 
Lothair, for the first time in a long time, allied with his father and pledged support at Worms in exchange 
for a redivision of the inheritance. By a final placitum issued there, Louis gave Bavaria to Louis the 
German and disinherited Pepin II, leaving the entire remainder of the empire to be divided roughly into an 
eastern part and a western. Lothair was given the choice of which partition he would inherit and he chose 
the eastern, including Italy, leaving the western for Charles. The emperor quickly subjugated Aquitaine and 
had Charles recognised by the nobles and clergy at Clermont-en-Auvergne in 840. Louis then, in a final 
flash of glory, rushed into Bavaria and forced the younger Louis into the Ostmark. The empire now settled 
as he had declared it at Worms, he returned in July to Frankfurt am Main, where he disbanded the army. 
The final civil war of his reign was over.  
 
 2.7 Death  
Louis fell ill soon after his final victorious campaigns and went to his summer hunting lodge on an island 
in the Rhine, by his palace at Ingelheim. On 20 June 840, he died, in the presence of many bishops and 
clerics and in the arms of his half-brother Drogo, though Charles and Judith were absent in Poitiers. Soon 
dispute plunged the surviving brothers into a civil war that was only settled in 843 by the Treaty of Verdun, 
which split the Frankish realm into three parts, to become the kernels of France and Germany, with 
Burgundy and the Low Countries between them. The Aquitaine kingship was not fully settled until 860.  
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Louis was buried in the Abbey of Saint-Arnould in Metz. 

3 Marriage and issue  
By his first wife, Ermengarde of Hesbaye  (married ca. 794–98), he had three sons and three daughters:  
 

• Lothair  (795–855), king of Middle Francia  
• Pepin  (797–838), king of Aquitaine  
• Adelaide (b. c. 799)  
• Rotrude (b. 800), married Gerard, Count of Auvergne, as his first wife  
• Hildegard (or Matilda) (b. c. 802), married Gerard, Count of Auvergne, as his second wife  
• Louis the German  (c. 805–875), king of East Francia  

 
  By his second wife, Judith of Bavaria, he had a daughter and a son:  
 

• Gisela, married Eberhard I of Friuli  
• Charles the Bald, king of West Francia  

 
  By Theodelinde of Sens, he had two illegitimate children:  
 

• Arnulf of Sens  
• Alpais  

 
His son Charles the Bald is the Rodger ancestor. 
 

Judith of Bavaria16 (805 - 
843) 
[Author’s 37th Great Grandmother] 
Queen Judith  (797/805 – 19 April 843), also known as 
Judith of Bavaria, was the daughter of Count Welf and 
Saxon noblewoman, Hedwig, Duchess of Bavaria  (780– 
826). She was the 2nd wife of King Louis the Pious, with 
the title: Empress of the Franks. Marriage to Louis marked 
the beginning of her rise as an influential figure in the 
Carolingian court. She had two children with Louis, a 
daughter Gisela and a son, Charles the Bald. The son’s birth 
led to a major dispute over the imperial succession, and 
tensions between her and Charles’ half-brothers from Louis’ 
first marriage. She would eventually fall from grace when 
Charles’ wife, the new empress Ermentrude of Orléans, rose 
to power. She was buried in 846 in Tours. 
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1 Early life  
 
 1.1 Date and place of birth  
No surviving sources give an exact date and year of birth. Judith was probably born between 797 and 805, 
given that girls in the Carolingian world would be eligible for marriage about the age of 12, and her 
marriage to King Louis occurred in 819.  
 
 1.2 Kin group/ancestry  
Judith was the daughter of the noble Saxon Heilwig and Count Welf I, and belonged to the ancestor of the 
kingroup known to historians as the Welfs. Though the The Welf clan was noble, they were not part of the 
Imperial Aristocracy that dominated high office throughout the Carolingian empire. The Welf clan’s 
leaders, having lost influence in their home area of Alemannia  (present-day southwestern Germany and 
northern Switzerland) eventually rose to power though cementing familial ties with the Carolingian 
Imperial Aristocracy in the 770s. Nonetheless, they remained a part of the upper aristocracy (Hochadel) of 
their region, given the numerous appearance of the noble titles of ducal  (duke) and comital (counts) in 
primary sources. This noble status made Judith a suitable marriage prospect for the imperial family, and the 
Welf clan as a whole saw its prestige and power increase after Judith’s marriage to the Carolingian emperor 
Louis the Pious in 819.  

2 Marriage and Queenship  
 
 2.1 Courtship by Louis  
After the death on the 3rd of October 818 of Louis’ first wife Queen Ermengard, mother of his sons Louis 
the German, Peppin and Lothar, Louis was urged to remarry. Shortly after Christmas in 819 he married 
Judith in Aachen. Like many of the royal marriages of the time Judith was selected, prior to the marriage 
through a bridal show. It is at the bride show that, at the age of 40, Louis chose the teen-aged Judith “after 
inspecting noble maidens who were brought to his court from all districts”. In Frankish society, only 
women of the nobility were eligible to compete; this specific trait is highlighted in the Regesta Imperii, 
where Judith is referred to as stemming from a noble lineage. Contemporary witnesses such as Ermoldus 
Nigellus, Walahfrid Strabo, and Louis’ biographer Thegan attributed Judith’s selection to her extraordinary 
beauty, intelligence, and musical ability. It is just as likely, however, that Louis was attracted to the 
geographical and political advantages offered by Judith’s family. Whether the Welfs were of Frankish or 
Alemannian descent(?), it is clear that they controlled significant territories to the east of the Rhine, and 
were predominant political actors in both Bavaria and Alemannia. That would make them desirable allies 
for Louis, since any military campaign in the empire’s eastern frontiers would require the emperor to travel 
through this region. By marrying Judith, in other words, the emperor would effectively gain friends and 
allies, an important military and political stronghold, and the support of the nobility in that region. 
 
 2.2 Marriage  
Judith married Louis in 819 in Aachen. It was not uncommon that brides were given some form of dowry 
upon marrying into royalty. Judith’s marriage was no exception to this practice and she received, according 
to sources, the monastery San Salvatore, which was located in Brescia  (in Lombardy of northern Italy). 
The monastery of San Salvatore and all of its assets would fall under the protection of the King. This 
dowry could be revoked and would not necessarily remain solely within the possession of the Queen in 
perpetuity; rather it could be taken from her depending on the political climate, as would later be the case 
in Judith’s life, after her fall from power and influence. 
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 2.3 Coronation  
In later Carolingian societies the act of coronation was closely tied with the marriage. It was only upon the 
completion of the marriage ceremony that queenhood was bestowed. Keeping with this Judith was given 
the title of Empress.  
 
 2.4 Role in the Palace  
Historical sources show a gap in information available on Judith in the four years between her marriage in 
819 and the birth of Charles the Bald in 823. The most likely cause of this gap is that Judith would only 
rise to historical prominence when she became involved in her son’s life as an advocate for his career as 
successor to the throne. Sources tell us that Judith’s and the steward of the court’s (Kämmerer) duties 
included, among others: caring that she, her servants and the King himself, particularly his jewelry, looked 
presentable and of appropriate appearance, overseeing the transfer of the yearly tribute  and ensuring that 
the emperor was free to focus on ruling the kingdom, without distraction of minor details like the court’s 
appearance. She had a working relationship with the Kämmerer of the court, (the top administrator for the 
incomes, goods and running of the household), which means that she was in an influential position when it 
came to the functioning and the running of the court. 
 
Sometimes when Louis was away she acted as a representative of the King. In this capacity she would 
come to be involved in the politics of the realm. But she also had other avenues to influence the politics of 
the realm and the court. It is not unreasonable to consider that she had some influence acting as a counsel 
woman for her husband. Judith’s very position and proximity to the emperor as his wife meant she was in 
immediate proximity to him and consequently had the ability and opportunity to influence the decisions of 
her husband. Judith’s role and prominence in court would see a dramatic rise after the birth of her son, as 
she sought to establish a political base for Charles, against the threat that Lothar posed for his succession.  
 
 2.5 Children  
Judith had two children with Louis. Her first child was a daughter named Gisela, born in 820. Gisela would 
eventually be married off by Judith to Eberhard of Friuli, a significant supporter of Lothar.  
 
After having spent most of her second pregnancy in Frankfurt, she had another child named Charles, who 
was born on June 13, 823. More commonly known as “Charles the Bald”, he would eventually become 
emperor, following in the footsteps of his father Louis. The birth of Charles’ had a significant effect on 
Judith’s life, because Charles was the only male heir of Louis’ second marriage. His birth put the ordinatio 
imperii and its designations for successor under question. The ordinatio imperii outlined that only a full 
heir could rule, but since there were several other viable candidates that met the requirements, (mainly 
Lothar, Peppin and Louis the German from the marriage to Ermengard) an eventual strain on rightful 
succession was inevitable. Thus, it became of the utmost importance for Judith to secure the throne for her 
son and protect him from the attacks and threats that his half-brothers posed. Lothar, being the most 
prominent and the oldest of Ermengard children, presented the greatest threat to Judith and Charles. Yet, 
realizing this, Judith selected Lothar as Charles’ godfather. This strategic move meant Charles would have 
a political tie in the eventual disputes succession that would inevitably follow Louis’ death.  

3 The Civil War  
 
 3.1 Imperial succession and partition:  Charles’s role  
On the 9th of April 817 a timber roof collapsed on Louis and his men in Aachen. The event shocked Louis 
and led the emperor to reconsider the distribution of his power and succession for his heirs. The ordinatio 
Imperii was a reconfiguration and re-imagining of in the division of Charlemagne’s inheritance, which he 
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had always envisioned but never fully implemented. The ordinatio imperii stated that Louis oldest son 
Lothar would become co-emperor upon the death of Charlemagne, and would receive the whole of Frankia. 
It also stated that Lothar’s younger brothers, Pippin, aged 19, and Louis the German, aged 10, would 
inherit Aquitaine and Bavaria respectively (the regna).  
 
There is more on this in the previous section- on Louis the Pious. 
 
In a letter written by Agobard of Lyons to Louis, Agobard articulates the way in which Louis altered the 
division of power amongst his sons. Here we see that Judith’s son Charles is granted more power than 
Louis’ other sons, which places Judith and the kingdom in a precarious state of affairs  
 

And thus you carried out everything that should have been done in such a situation, with such faith, 
with such hope, that no one would doubt that this was infused and inspired in you by God. You 
assigned parts of your kingdom to the rest of your sons but – that the kingdom might be one and not 
three – you set [the son] whom you made the sharer in your title, over the others. And then you 
ordered these actions to be written down and, once written, to be signed and corroborated. Then, 
you sent [the son, Charles] who had been made consort in your title to Rome, your deeds to be 
approved and confirmed by the highest pontiff. Then you ordered all to swear that they would all 
follow and preserve such an election and division. No one considered this oath irrelevant or worthy 
of scorn but rather timely and legitimate, since it seemed to pertain to peace and concord. And over 
the course of time, whenever and wherever imperial letters were sent, they contained the names of 
both emperors.  — Agobard of Lyons  

 
 3.2 Judith as advocate for Charles  
Most information on Judith surrounds the activities for her son and her attempts to ensure his succession to 
the throne. Their political futures depended on each other; if Judith were widowed, her future as an 
empress could potentially be threatened by stepsons that no longer had familial or political concerns for her 
wellbeing. Outlined in a letter to Pope Nicholas I,  Judith, upon Charles’s birth, sent a ring to Eboo, the 
archbishop of Rheims, asking him to pray for the health of Charles, but also promising that if he ever sent 
the ring back to her in times of trouble she would help him. Politically this move is significant given that 
Eboo was one of the most powerful people in the land and a “milkbrother” and friend of Louis. This marks 
a distinct effort on the part of Judith to bolster her influence and secure the political future of her son.  
 
The poem by a court poet Ermoldus Nigellus, Poem in Honor of Louis, provides insight into Judith’s 
influence over Charles. The scene describes Judith and Charles interacting while Louis goes on a hunt:  
 

Judith, who has with her the young Charles; In a twinkling she passes by, placing her faith in her 
feet--If flight does not give her aid, surely she will perish. Seeing this, the young Charles begs for a 
horse, for he desires to do as his father does; Earnestly he pleads for weapons, for a quiver and 
quick-striking arrows, And wishes to go in pursuit, as his father so often does. He pours prayers 
upon prayers, but his beautiful mother Prevents him from leaving, and refuses his wishes. If his 
teacher and his mother do not restrain the impetuous youth (As youths are wont to do), he shall 
chase after on foot  — Ermoldus Nigellus, Agobard of Lyons  

 
Not only does this highlight Judith’s role as an influential force in Charles’ life, but it also establishes an 
ambitious young Charles as a son that follows in the footsteps of his father Louis—which aligns Charles as 
the natural heir to Louis throne.  
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The three sons of Louis the Pious revolted against their father in order to control the ordering of the 
Carolingian succession. It was Judith’s dominance and control of the court, thereby being able to dictate 
who saw Louis and influence him, that was the focus of their revolt. In order to seize control of the king 
and consequently the Carolingian succession they had to replace the current court controlled by Judith, 
with their own. Judith was accused of an incestuous relationship with Louis the Pious’s godson, Bernard of 
Septimania (who was the lynchpin of her court). This led to her capture and temporary exile to Italy in 830. 
After the crisis she returned to Aachen, continuing her effort to see that Charles would take control. 
 
Given Judith’s role in court and her rise in power, especially in the waning year of Louis’s life, the political 
ties that Judith had built in court became the political ties of Charles. These included, amongst others, 
Walahfrid, Lupus of Ferrières, the palace clerics Prudentius, Wenilo and Berno, and the seneschal Adalard. 
 
After Louis’s death Judith helped and assisted Charles in his campaigns against Lothar. She sent troops to 
assist Charles in his endeavour to secure Aquitaine and the majority of Francia in order to reduce the 
number of competitors. Judith, however, did have influence over her son Charles. When archbishop George 
was taken prisoner after a battle in which 40,000 men fell on the side of Lothar and Pippin, Judith 
counselled Charles to be merciful towards the archbishop, which Andreas Agnellus of Ravenna recalled as 
For my part I’ll let you go—as my mother tells me to. 
 
 3.3 Scandals: Contemporary criticisms of Judith’s role and behavior  
However, the rise of Judith’s power, influence and activity in the court sparked resentment towards her. 
Agobard of Lyons, a supporter of Lothar, wrote two tracts Two Books in Favor of the Sons and against 
Judith the Wife of Louis in 833. These tracts were meant as propaganda against Judith from the court of 
Lothar in order to undermine her court and influence. The tracts themselves attack her character, claiming 
her to be of a cunning and underhanded nature and of corrupting her husband. These attacks were 
predominantly anti-feminist in nature. When Louis still did not sever marital ties with Judith, Agobard 
claimed that Judith’s extramarital affairs were carried out “first secretly and later impudently”. Paschasius 
Radbertus accused Judith by associating her with the engagement in debauchery and witchcraft. And of 
filling the palace with “soothsayers... seers and mutes as well as dream interpreters and those who consult 
entrail, indeed all those skilled in malign craft”  
 
Most strikingly the letter wishes Judith to look to the biblical Queen Esther, the wife of Xerxes I as 
inspiration and as a role model  
 

Likewise, O queen, forever keep your eyes of your heart fixed upon Queen Esther as a model of 
dutiful and holy behaviour so that by equalling her holiness you might be able to climb from this 
earthly kingdom to the heights of the heavenly kingdom  — Hrabanus Maurus  

 
 3.4 Disgrace and exile  
Judith was left alone in 830 in Aachen, as Louis decided to undertake a campaign into Brittany. The 
campaign itself, however, was greatly opposed, because of its difficulties. Some of the magnates attempted 
to alter the attitudes of the people and turn them against Louis. The plot was to dispose of the Louis the 
Pious, “to destroy their stepmother and kill Bernard”. 
 
Prior to Easter Week in 830 (17–24 April) Pippin, with Lothar’s consent, and with a large proportion of the 
people “took away from the Emperor his royal power, and also his wife”. Judith was veiled - sent to the 
convent of St Radegund at Poitiers in the same year.  
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At an assembly held on 1 October at Nijmegen, between the Emperor, the Saxons and East Franks, it was 
adjudged, by “all the bishops, abbots, counts and other Franks” that Judith, even though she was taken 
unjustly, should be brought back and made to either stand trial for any crime she may have committed to 
“undergo the judgment of the Franks” 
 
In 831, around the 1st of February Judith stood trial at the assembly arranged by the Lord Emperor. But no 
one was found in the general assembly who wanted to charge her for any crime.  

4 Later life  
 
 4.1 Louis’ restoration to the throne and Judith’s return  
In 833 Louis heard news of his sons, Pippin, Lothar and Louis the German, allying in order to orchestrate a 
revolt against him. Louis failed to prevent the revolt and was overthrown, resulting in Lothar seizing 
power. For Judith the coup resulted in her exile in Italy at the civitas of Tortona. Louis spent the next year 
in Aachen as a captive of Lothar. Pippin and Louis the German, however, condemned the treatment of their 
father by Lothar and in 834 summoned armies from Aquitaine, Bavarians, Austrasians, Saxons, Alemans 
and the Franks to rise up against Lothar. Hearing of the vast armies approaching him Lothar fled, leaving 
his father behind. Louis thus regained control and offered to forgive Lothar for his actions. Lothar, 
however, scorned the offer. It was during this turbulent political to-and-fro that followers of Louis the 
Pious who were in Italy, Bishop Ratold, Count Boniface and Pippin among them, heard of a plot to kill 
Judith. With their help Judith escaped and returned to Aachen in the same year. 
 
 4.2 Death of Louis and Judith’s career as widow  
Louis died in 840 at his palace in Ingelheim, leaving Judith a widow who continued to support her son 
Charles in his military campaigns and endeavours. In April of that same year Charles received his crown 
and all of his royal attire, which contemporaries of the time heralded as a divine act. Most likely, however, 
Judith was well aware of Charles’s location and had sent the royal artifacts to meet up with her son.  
 
 4.3 Death  
Charles married Ermentrude in 842 and fathered a daughter, Judith of Flanders, in 844, named after his 
mother. This marriage, however, proved futile for Judith’s career, power and influence. With the 
introduction of a new queen Judith became of ex officio importance, resulting in her forced retirement as 
well as withdrawal of the lands and wealth under her control. She died on the 19th of April 843 in Tours, 
outliving her husband by three years. It is believed that she was around 40 years of age when she died. Her 
husband had been closer to 62. She was buried at the Basilica of St-Martins. 
 
Her son Charles the Bald is the Rodger ancestor. 
 
 

Charles the Bald17 (823 – 877)		
[Author’s 36th Great Grandfather] 
Charles the Bald  (13 June 823 – 6 October 877) was the King of West Francia  (843–77), King of Italy  
(875–77) and Holy Roman Emperor  (875–77, as Charles II). After a series of civil wars that began during 
the reign of his father, Louis the Pious, Charles succeeded by the Treaty of Verdun  (843) in acquiring the 
western third of the Carolingian Empire. He was a grandson of Charlemagne and the youngest son of Louis 
the Pious by his second wife, Judith. 
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1 Struggle against his brothers  
He was born on 13 June 823 in Frankfurt, when his elder half-brothers were already adults and had been 
assigned their subkingdoms, by their father. The attempts made by Louis the Pious to assign Charles a 
subkingdom, first Alemannia and then the country between the Meuse and the Pyrenees  (in 832, after the 
rising of Pepin I of Aquitaine) were unsuccessful. Much later at a diet in Aachen in 837, Louis the Pious 
bade the nobles do homage to Charles as his heir. Pepin of Aquitaine died in 838, whereupon Charles at 
last received that kingdom, which angered Pepin’s heirs and the Aquitainian nobles. 
 
The death of the emperor in 840 led to the outbreak of war between his sons. Charles allied himself with 
his brother Louis the German to resist the pretensions of the new emperor Lothair I, and the two allies 
defeated Lothair at the Battle of Fontenoy-en-Puisaye on 25 June 841. In the following year, the two 
brothers confirmed their alliance by the celebrated Oaths of Strasbourg. The war was brought to an end by 
the Treaty of Verdun in August 843. The settlement gave Charles the Bald the kingdom of the West 
Franks, which he had been up until then governing and which practically corresponded with what is now 
France, as far as the Meuse, the Saône, and the Rhône, with the addition of the Spanish March as far as the 
Ebro. Louis received the eastern part of the Carolingian Empire, known then as East Francia and later as 
Germany. Lothair retained the imperial title and the Kingdom of Italy. He also received the central regions 
from Flanders through the Rhineland and Burgundy as king of Middle Francia.  

2 Reign in the West  
The first years of Charles’s reign, up to the death of 
Lothair I in 855, were comparatively peaceful. During 
these years the three brothers continued the system of 
“confraternal government”, meeting repeatedly with 
one another, at Koblenz  (848), at Meerssen  (851), and 
at Attigny  (854). In 858, Louis the German, invited by 
nobles eager to oust Charles, invaded the West 
Frankish kingdom. Charles was so unpopular that he 
was unable to summon an army, and he fled to 
Burgundy. He was saved only by the support of the 
bishops, who refused to crown Louis the German king, 
and by the fidelity of the Welfs, who were related to 
his mother, Judith. In 860, he in his turn tried to seize 
the kingdom of his nephew, Charles of Provence, but 
was repulsed. On the death of his nephew Lothair II in 
869, Charles tried to seize Lothair’s dominions, but by 
the Treaty of Mersen  (870) was compelled to share 
them with Louis the German.  
 
Besides these family disputes, Charles had to struggle 
against repeated rebellions in Aquitaine and against the 
Bretons. Led by their chiefs Nomenoë and Erispoë, 
who defeated the king at the Battle of Ballon  (845) and 
the Battle of Jengland  (851), the Bretons were 
successful in obtaining a de facto independence. 
Charles also fought against the Vikings, who devastated the country of the north, the valleys of the Seine 
and Loire, and even up to the borders of Aquitaine. Several times Charles was forced to pay dearly for their 
retreat. Charles led various expeditions against the invaders and, by the Edict of Pistres of 864, made the 
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army more mobile by providing for a cavalry. By the same edict, he ordered fortified bridges to be put up 
at all rivers to block the Viking incursions. Two of these bridges saved Paris during its siege of 885–886.  

3 Reign as emperor  
In 875, after the death of the Emperor Louis II  (son of his half-brother Lothair), Charles the Bald, 
supported by Pope John VIII, traveled to Italy, receiving the royal crown at Pavia and the imperial insignia 
in Rome on 29 December. Louis the German, also a candidate for the succession of Louis II, revenged 
himself by invading and devastating Charles’ dominions, and Charles had to return hastily to West Francia. 
After the death of Louis the German (28 August 876), Charles in his turn attempted to seize Louis’s 
kingdom, but was decisively beaten at Andernach on 8 October 876.  
 
In the meantime, John VIII, menaced by the Saracens, was urging Charles to come to his defence in Italy. 
Charles again crossed the Alps, but this expedition was received with little enthusiasm by the nobles, and 
even by his regent in Lombardy, Boso, and they refused to join his army. At the same time Carloman, son 
of Louis the German, entered northern Italy. Charles, ill and in great distress, started on his way back to 
Gaul, but died while crossing the pass of Mont Cenis at Brides-les-Bains, on 6 October 877. 
 
According to the Annals of St-Bertin, Charles was hastily buried at the abbey of Nantua, Burgundy because 
the bearers were unable to withstand the stench of his decaying body. He was to have been buried in the 
Basilique Saint-Denis and may have been transferred there later. It was recorded that there was a memorial 
brass there that was melted down at the Revolution. Charles was succeeded by his son, Louis. Charles was 
a prince of education and letters, a friend of the church, and conscious of the support he could find in the 
episcopate against his unruly nobles, for he chose his councillors from among the higher clergy, as in the 
case of Guenelon of Sens, who betrayed him, and of Hincmar of Reims.  
 

 4 Baldness  
It has been suggested that Charles’ nickname was used ironically and not descriptively; i.e. that he was not 
in fact bald, but rather that he was extremely hairy. In support of this idea is the fact that none of his 
enemies commented on what would be an easy target. However, none of the voluble members of his court 
comments on his being hairy; and the Genealogy of Frankish Kings, a text from Fontanelle dating from 
possibly as early as 869, and a text without a trace of irony, names him as Karolus Caluus  (“Charles the 
Bald”). Certainly, by the end of the 10th century, Richier of Reims and Adhemar of Chabannes refer to him 
in all seriousness as “Charles the Bald”. 

5 Marriages and children  
Charles married Ermentrude, daughter of Odo I, Count of Orléans, in 842. She died in 869. In 870, Charles 
married Richilde of Provence, who was descended from a noble family of Lorraine.  
 
 With Ermentrude:  
 

• Judith  (844–870), married firstly with Ethelwulf of Wessex, secondly with Ethelbald of Wessex  
(her stepson) and thirdly with Baldwin I of Flanders 

• Louis the Stammerer  (846–879) 
• Charles the Child  (847–866) 
• Lothar the Lame  (848–866), monk in 861, became 
• Abbot of Saint-Germain 
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• Carloman  (849–876) 
• Rotrude (852–912), a nun, Abbess of Saint- 
• Radegunde 
• Ermentrud (854–877), a nun, Abbess of Hasnon 
• Hildegarde (born 856, died young) 
• Gisela (857–874) 
• Godehilde (864-907) 

 
With Richilde:  
 

• Rothilde (871–929), married firstly to Hugues, Count of Bourges and secondly to Reginald of 
Neustria. 

• Drogo (872–873) 
• Pippin (873–874) a son (born and died 875) 
• Charles (876–877) 

 
His daughter Princess Judith is the Rodger ancestor. 
 

Ermentrude of Orléans18 (823 – 869) 
[Author’s 36th Great Grandmother] 
Ermentrude of Orléans  (27 September 823 – 6 October 869) was Queen of the Franks by her marriage to 
Charles the Bald, Holy Roman Emperor and King of West Francia. She was the daughter of Odo, Count of 
Orléans and his wife Engeltrude. She and Charles 
married in 842. Their children were: 
 

• Judith of Flanders, wife of Æthelwulf of 
Wessex, Æthelbald of Wessex, and Baldwin I, 
Count of Flanders 

• Louis the Stammerer  (846–879) 
• Charles the Child  (847–866) 
• Lothar (848–865), monk in 861, became Abbot 

of Saint-Germain 
• Carloman, son of Charles the Bald  (849–876) 
• Rotrud (852–912), a nun 
• Ermentrud (854–877), a nun 
• Hildegard (born 856, died?) 
• Gisela (857–874) 
• Godehilde (864-907) 

 
Ermentrude had a gift for embroidery and an interest in religious foundations. Her husband gave her the 
Abbey of Chelles. She separated from her husband after he executed her rebellious brother William in 866, 
and retreated to life in a nunnery. Ermentrude was buried in the Basilique Saint-Denis, Paris, France. 
 
Her daughter Princess Judith of Flanders is the Rodger ancestor. 
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Judith of Flanders19 (843 – 870) 
[Author’s 35th Great Grandmother] 
Judith of Flanders  (or Judith of France) (c. 843 – c. 870)[1] was the eldest daughter of the West Frankish 
King and later Holy Roman Emperor Charles the Bald and his wife Ermentrude of Orléans. Through her 
marriages to two Kings of Wessex, Æthelwulf and Æthelbald, she was twice a queen. Her first two 
marriages were childless, but through her third marriage to Baldwin, she became the first Countess of 
Flanders and an ancestress of later Counts of Flanders. One of her sons by Baldwin married Ælfthryth, a 
daughter of Æthelbald’s brother, Alfred the Great. She was also an ancestress of Matilda of Flanders, the 
consort of William the Conqueror, and thus of later monarchs of England.  

1 Queen of Wessex  
In 855 King Æthelwulf of Wessex made a pilgrimage to Rome, and on his way back in 856 he stayed at the 
court of the West Frankish king, Charles the Bald. In July Æthelwulf became engaged to Charles’s 
daughter, Judith, who was about 14, while Æthelwulf was about 50, and on 1 October 856 they were 
married at Verberie in northern France. It was a diplomatic alliance. He had suffered from Viking attacks, 
and for him the marriage had the advantage of associating him with Carolingian prestige. In Wessex it was 
not customary for kings’ wives to be queens, but Charles insisted that his daughter be crowned queen.  
 
The marriage provoked a rebellion by Æthelwulf’s eldest surviving son, Æthelbald, probably because he 
feared displacement by a higher born half brother. However father and son negotiated a deal under which 
Æthelwulf received the eastern districts of the kingdom and Æthelbald the western. It is not known whether 
this meant that Æthelwulf took Kent and Æthelbald Wessex, or whether Wessex itself was divided. 
 
Judith had no children by Æthelwulf, who died on 13 January 858. Once King Æthelwulf was dead, 
Æthelbald, his son, against God’s prohibition and Christian dignity, and also contrary to the practice of all 
pagans, took over his father’s marriage-bed and married Judith, daughter of Charles, king of the Franks, 
incurring great disgrace from all who heard of it. But Judith was still childless when Æthelbald died in 860 
after a reign of two and a half years. 

2 Elopement with Baldwin of Flanders  
Following Æthelbald’s death, Judith sold her properties in Wessex and returned to France. According to 
the Chronicle of St. Bertin, her father sent her to the Monastery at Senlis, where she would remain “under 
his protection and royal episcopal guardianship, with all the honour due to a queen, until such time as, if 
she could not remain chaste, she might marry in the way the apostle said, that is suitably and legally.” 
Presumably, Charles may have intended to arrange another marriage for his daughter but in 861 Judith 
eloped with Baldwin, later Count of Flanders. The record of the incident in the Annals depicts Judith not as 
the passive victim of bride theft but as an active agent, eloping at the instigation of Baldwin and apparently 
with her brother Louis the Stammerer 's consent. 
 
Unsurprisingly, Judith’s father was furious and ordered his bishops to excommunicate the couple. They 
later fled to the court of Judith’s cousin Lothair II of Lotharingia for protection, before going to Pope 
Nicholas I to plead their case. The Pope took diplomatic action and asked Judith’s father to accept the 
union as legally binding and welcome the young couple into his circle – which ultimately he did. The 
couple then returned to France and were officially married at Auxerre in 863.  
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Baldwin was given the land directly south of the Scheldt, to ward off Viking attacks. Although it is 
disputed among historians as to whether King Charles did this in the hope that Baldwin would be killed in 
the ensuing battles with the Vikings, Baldwin managed the situation remarkably well. Baldwin succeeded 
in quelling the Viking threat, expanded both his army and his territory quickly, and became a faithful 
supporter of King Charles. The March of Baldwin came to be known as the County of Flanders and would 
come to be one of the most powerful principalities of France.  

3 Children  
By her third husband, Baldwin I of Flanders, Judith’s children included:  
 

• Charles (born after 863 – died young) – ostensibly named for Judith’s father, Charles the Bald 
• Baldwin II  – (c. 864/866 – 918). Succeeded his father as Count of Flanders. Married Ælfthryth, 

daughter of Alfred the Great 
• Raoul (Rodulf) – (c. 869 – 896). Became Count of Cambrai around 888, and was killed by Herbert I 

of Vermandois in 896 
 
Her son Count Baldwin II is the Rodger ancestor. 
 

Baldwin I, Margrave of Flanders20 (830 – 879) 
[Author’s 35th Great Grandfather] 
Baldwin I  (probably 830s – 879), also known as Baldwin Iron Arm, was the first Margrave of Flanders. 
 
At the time Baldwin first appears in the records he was 
already a count, presumably in the area of Flanders. 
Count Baldwin rose to prominence when he eloped with 
princess Judith, daughter of Charles the Bald, king of 
West Francia. Judith had previously been married to 
Æthelwulf and his son (from an earlier marriage) 
Æthelbald, kings of Wessex, but after the latter’s death 
in 860, she returned to France.  
 
Around the Christmas of 861, at the instigation of 
Baldwin and with her brother Louis’ consent, Judith 
escaped the custody into which she had been placed in 
the city of Senlis, Oise after her return from England. 
She fled north with Count Baldwin. Charles had given 
no permission for a marriage and tried to capture 
Baldwin.  
 
After Baldwin and Judith had evaded his attempts to 
capture them, Charles had his bishops excommunicate 
the couple. Judith and Baldwin responded by traveling to 
Rome to plead their case with Pope Nicholas I. Their plea was successful and Charles was forced to accept. 
The marriage took place on 13 December 862 in Auxerre. By 870, Baldwin had acquired the lay-abbacy of 
St. Pieter in Ghent and is assumed to have also acquired the counties of Flanders and Waasland, or parts 
thereof by this time. Baldwin developed himself as a very faithful and stout supporter of Charles and 
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played an important role in the continuing wars against the Vikings. He is named in 877 as one of those 
willing to support the emperor’s son, Louis the Stammerer. During his life, Baldwin expanded his territory 
into one of the major principalities of Western Francia. He died in 879 and was buried in the Abbey of St-
Bertin, near Saint-Omer.  

1 Family  
Baldwin was succeeded by his and Judith’s son, Baldwin II  (c. 866 – 918). The couple’s first son, Charles, 
named after his maternal grandfather, died at a young age. His third son Raoul (Rodulf) (c. 869 – murdered 
896) became Count of Cambrai around 888, but he and his brother joined king Zwentibold of Lotharingia 
in 895. In 896, they attacked Vermandois and captured Arras, Saint-Quentin and Peronne, but later that 
year Raoul was captured by Count Herbert and killed. Baldwin also had a daughter, Guinidilda, who 
married Wilfred the Hairy.  
 
His son Count Baldwin II is the Rodger ancestor. 
 
 

Baldwin II, Margrave of Flanders21 (865 – 918) 
[Author’s 34th Great Grandfather] 

 1 Life  
Baldwin II was the son of Baldwin I of Flanders and Judith, the great-
grand daughter of Charlemagne. In 884 Baldwin married Ælfthryth, 
the daughter of Alfred the Great. The immediate goal of this Anglo-
Flemish alliance was to help Baldwin control the lower Canche River 
valley. 
 
The early years of Baldwin rule were marked by a series of 
devastating Viking raids into Flanders. By 883, he was forced to 
move north to pagus flandransis, which became the territory most 
closely associated with the counts of Flanders. Baldwin constructed a 
series of wooden fortifications at Saint-Omer, Bruges, Ghent, and 
Kortrijk, and seized lands that were abandoned by royal and 
ecclesiastical officials.  
 
In 888, the western Frankish king, Charles the Fat, was deposed, 
leaving several candidates for his replacement. As grandson of 
Charles the Bald, Holy Roman Emperor and King of West Francia, 
Baldwin could have competed for the crown of western Francia. 
Instead, Baldwin and others tried to convince the East Frankish King 
Arnulf to take the West Frankish crown, but Arnulf declined. The 
Robertine Odo, Count of Paris, was elected king. Odo and Baldwin’s 
relationship deteriorated when Odo failed to support Baldwin’s attempts to gain control of the abbey of St. 
Bertin. Odo attacked Baldwin at Bruges, but was unable to prevail. Baldwin continued his expansion to the 
south and gained control over Artois, including the important abbey of St. Vaast. When the abbey came 
under the jurisdiction of Archbishop Fulk of Reims in 900, Baldwin had him assassinated, when his 

 
Baldwin II, Margrave of Flanders 



 65 

attempts to expand further into the upper Somme River valley were opposed by Herbert I, Count of 
Vermandois, Baldwin had him assassinated too. 
 
Baldwin died on 10 September 918 at Blandijnberg  (near Ghent) and was succeeded by his eldest son 
Arnulf I of Flanders. His younger son Adalulf became the first count of Boulogne.  

2 Family  
Baldwin II married Ælfthryth, daughter of Alfred the Great, and had four children:  
 

• Arnulf I of Flanders  (c. 890–964), married Adela of Vermandois. 
• Adalulf  (c. 890–933), Count of Boulogne. 
• Ealswid. 
• Ermentrud. 

 
His son Arnulf I is the Rodger ancestor. 
 

Ælfthryth, Countess of Flanders22 (877 – 929) 
[Author’s 34th Great Grandmother] 

1 Life  
She was the youngest child of Alfred the Great, the Saxon King of England 
and his wife Ealhswith. She had four or five siblings, including King 
Edward the Elder and Ethelfleda. Ælfthryth married Baldwin II  (died 918), 
Count of Flanders. They had the following issue:  
 

• Arnulf I of Flanders  (c. 890–964); married Adela of Vermandois  
• Adalulf, Count of Boulogne  (c. 890–933)  
• Ealswid  
• Ermentrud  

 
Ælfthryth was an ancestor of Matilda of Flanders, who married William the 
Conqueror, first monarch from the House of Normandy, which means that 
following the Norman conquest of England and the death of William I all 
the monarchs of England were also descendants of the House of Wessex. 

2 Her father, Alfred the Great  
Alfred the Great (849 – 26 October 899) was King of Wessex from 871 to 899. Wessex was in the 
southwestern part of present day England. He gradually took control of more area to encompass most of the 
southern portion of England. 
 
Alfred successfully defended his kingdom against the Viking attempt at conquest, and by the time of his 
death had become the dominant ruler in England. He is one of only two English monarchs to be given the 
epithet "the Great", the other one being Cnut the Great. He was also the first King of the West Saxons to 
style himself "King of the Anglo-Saxons". Details of Alfred's life are described in a work by the 10th-
century Welsh scholar and bishop Asser. A devout Christian, Alfred had a reputation as a learned and 
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merciful man of a gracious and levelheaded nature who encouraged education and improved his kingdom's 
legal system, military structure and his people's quality of life. 
 
Through Alfred the Great, the Chicago Rodgers also descend from most of the monarchs of England who 
ruled prior to the year 1000. 
 
Her son Arnulf I is the Rodger ancestor. 
 
 

Arnulf I, Count of Flanders23 (890 – 965) 
[Author’s 33rd Great Grandfather] 
Arnulf of Flanders  (c. 890 – March 28, 965), called the Great, was the third Count of Flanders, who ruled 
the County of Flanders, an area that is now northwestern Belgium and southwestern Netherlands.  
 

 1 Life 
Arnulf was the son of count Baldwin II of Flanders and Ælfthryth of Wessex, daughter of Alfred the Great. 
Via his mother he was a descendant of the Anglo-Saxon kings  of England, and by his father, a descendant 
of Charlemagne. Likely Arnulf was named after St. Arnulf of Metz, a progenitor of the Carolingian 
dynasty. 
 
At the death of their father in 918, Arnulf became Count of Flanders while his brother Adeloft or Adelolf 
succeeded to the County of Boulogne. However, in 933 Adeloft died, and Arnulf took the countship of 
Boulogne for himself, which was later conveyed it to his nephew, Arnulf II. 
 
Arnulf I greatly expanded Flemish rule to the south, taking all or 
part of Artois, Ponthieu, Amiens, and Ostrevent. He exploited the 
conflicts between Charles the Simple and Robert I of France, and 
later those between Louis IV and his barons.  
 
In his southern expansion Arnulf inevitably had conflict with the 
Normans, who were trying to secure their northern frontier. This 
led to the 942 murder of the Duke of Normandy, William 
Longsword, at the hands of Arnulf’s men. The Viking threat was 
receding during the later years of Arnulf’s life, and he turned his 
attentions to the reform of the Flemish government.  

2 Family 
The name of Arnulf’s first wife is unknown but he had at least one 
daughter by her. In 934 he married Adele of Vermandois, daughter 
of Herbert II of Vermandois. Their children were:  
 

• Hildegarde, born c.  934, died 990; she married Dirk II, Count of Holland. It is uncertain whether 
she is his daughter by his first or second wife. 

 
• Liutgard, born in 935, died in 962; married Wichmann IV, Count of Hamaland. 
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• Egbert, died 953. 

 
• Baldwin III of Flanders  (c. 940 – 962), married Mathilde of Saxony  (†  1008), daughter of 

Hermann Billung. 
 

• Elftrude; married Siegfried, Count of Guînes. 
 

 3 Succession 
Arnulf made his eldest son and heir Baldwin III of Flanders co-ruler in 958, but Baldwin died untimely in 
962, so Baldwin’s infant son, Arnulf II of Flanders, succeeded Arnulf. 
 
His son Baldwin III is the Rodger ancestor. 
 
 
 

Adele of Vermandois24 (915 – 960) 
[Author’s 33rd Great Grandmother] 
Adele of Vermandois  (bef. 915–960) was both a Carolingian as well as a Robertian Frankish noblewoman 
who was the Countess of Flanders (934–960). 

1 Life 
Adele, (910 – 915) was a daughter of Herbert II of Vermandois and his 
wife, Adele, daughter of Robert I of France. She died in 960 in Bruges. 
In 934 Adele married Count Arnulf I of Flanders  (890 – 965).  
Together they had the following children: 
 

• Hildegarde, (934 – 990); married Dirk II, Count of Holland. 
• Liutgard, (935 – 962); married Wichmann IV, Count of 

Hamaland. 
• Egbert, died 953. 
• Baldwin III of Flanders. (940 – 962). Married Mathilde Billung 

of Saxony (940 - 1008), daughter of Hermann Billung, and had 
issue, Arnulf II, Count of Flanders  (960 – 987), who 
succeeded as count after Arnulf  I, skipping one generation. 

• Elftrude; married Siegfried, Count of Guînes. 
 
Her son Baldwin III is the Rodger ancestor. 
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Baldwin III, Count of Flanders25 (940 – 962) 
[Author’s 32nd Great Grandfather] 
Baldwin III, The Young of Flanders (940–962) was Count of Flanders, who 
briefly ruled the County of Flanders (an area that is now northwestern Belgium 
and southwestern Netherlands), together with his father Arnulf I (890 – 965). 

1 Biography 
Baldwin III was the son of Arnulf I, Count of Flanders and his second wife, Adele 
of Vermandois  (915 – 969), daughter of Herbert II, Count of Vermandois. His 
father, Arnulf I had made Baldwin co-ruler in 958, but Baldwin died before his 
father and was succeeded by his infant son Arnulf II, with Arnulf I acting as 
regent until his own death. Then Baldwin Balso continued as the regent for the 
child. During his short rule, Baldwin was responsible for establishing the wool 
manufacturing industry at Ghent and markets at other towns in Flanders. Baldwin 
III died on 1 January 962. After Baldwin’s death, Arnulf I arranged for King 
Lothair of France to become the guardian of Baldwin’s son Arnulf II. 

2 Marriage and issue 
 Shortly before 961 Baldwin married Mathilde of Saxony († 1008), daughter of Hermann Billung  
(† 973), Duke of Saxony. They had a son, Baldwin’s heir: 
 

• Arnulf II, Count of Flanders  (960 – 987), who succeeded as count. He married Rozala of 
Lombardy and had issue, Baldwin IV of Flanders and Matilda. 

 
His son Arnulf II is the Rodger ancestor. 
 

Matilda of Saxony, Countess of Flanders and 
Verdun26 (937 – 1008) 
[Author’s 32nd Great Grandmother] 

Biography:  
Matilda Billung of Saxony was a daughter of Duke Hermann Billung. She was married 
first to Baldwin III, count of Flanders, with whom she had a son count Arnulf II; after 
his death she married Godfrey, count of Verdun, with whom she had several sons, 
Gozelon and Frederick, counts of Verdun, Adalbero, bishop of Verdun, and Herman. 
 
Her son Arnulf II is the Rodger ancestor. 
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Arnulf II, Count of Flanders27 (960 – 987) 
[Author’s 31st Great Grandfather] 
Arnulf II of Flanders (960 or 961 – March 30, 987) was Count of Flanders from 
965 until his death. 

1 Life 
He was the son of Baldwin III of Flanders and Mathilde Billung of Saxony, 
daughter of Herman, Duke of Saxony. His father Baldwin III died in 962, when 
Arnulf was just an infant, while Arnulf’s grandfather, Arnulf I, was still alive. 
When Arnulf I died three years later (965), the regency was held by his kinsman 
Baldwin Balso, who died in 973. 
 
By the time Arnulf attained his majority in 976, Flanders had lost some of the 
southern territory acquired by Arnulf I. The latter had given some parts of Picardy 
to King Lothar of France to help assure his grandson’s succession, and gave 
Boulogne as a fief to another relative. Then early in Arnulf’s minority Lothar had 
taken Ponthieu and given it to Hugh Capet, and the first counts of Guînes had 
established themselves. Arnulf died on 30 March, 987 at age 26. Shortly after 
Arnulf’s death his widow married Robert II, King of France as his first wife. 

2 Family  
In 968 he married Rozala of Lombardy, daughter of Berengar II of Italy, and had two children:  
 

• Baldwin IV  (980–1035), who succeeded his father. He married twice and fathered Baldwin V, 
Count of Flanders.  

• Mathilde, who died before 995. 
 
His son Baldwin IV is the Rodger ancestor. 
 
 

Rozala of Italy28 (950 – 1003) 
[Author’s 31st Great Grandmother] 
Rozala of Italy (also known as Rozala of Lombardy, Rozala of Ivrea or Susanna of Ivrea; (950 or 960 – 
1003) was a Countess of Flanders and Queen consort of the Franks.  

1 Biography 
Rozala (Susanna), born in Torino sometime between 950–960, was the daughter of King Berengar of Ivrea, 
King of Italy  (c. 900 – 966). Her mother was Willa of Tuscany, the daughter of Boso, Margrave of 
Tuscany and his wife Willa.  In 968 she married Arnulf II, Count of Flanders  (d. 987). On her husband’s 
death, she acted as regent for her young son.  
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On 1 April 988 she married secondly the much younger 
Robert the Pious  (972–1031), the Rex Filius of France; the 
marriage had been arranged by his father Hugh Capet. 
According to disputed account she brought her husband 
Montreuil and Ponthieu as a dowry, other assert that she was 
berieved her right to that territory. Upon her marriage, she 
took the name of Susannah, and was the queen consort of the 
co-ruling king Robert, under senior King Hugh. From 991/992 
the couple lived basically separated as Rozala had become too 
old (41?) to have more children and they lacked marital 
happiness.  
 
When her father-in-law died in 996, however, Robert 
repudiated her completely, desiring to marry Bertha of 
Burgundy in her place. That marriage was not lawful because 
of too close kinship so Robert married a third time 1003 with 
Constance of Arles  who bore him seven children.  
 
Rozala retired back to Flanders, where she died and was 
buried. Robert retained control of her “dowry”, or the rights to 
the mentioned territory.  
 

 2 Marriages 
Rosala was firstly (968–987) married to Arnulf II, Count of 
Flanders. They had the following children:  
 

• Baldwin IV, Count of Flanders  (980–1035) 
• Mathilda (d. 995). 

 
  The second marriage (988–996) with King Robert II of France did not produce any children.  
 
Her son Baldwin IV is the Rodger ancestor. 
 

Baldwin IV, Count of Flanders29 (980 – 1035) 
[Author’s 30th Great Grandfather] 
Baldwin IV of Flanders (980 – May 30, 1035) known as the Bearded, was Count of Flanders.  
 

 1 Biography 
Baldwin IV was the son of Arnulf II, Count of Flanders (961 - 987) and Rozala of Lombardy (950/60 – 
1003), of the House of Ivrea. He succeeded his father as Count of Flanders in 987, but with his mother 
Rozala as the regent until his majority. In contrast to his predecessors Baldwin turned his attention 
eastward, leaving the southern part of his territory in the hands of his vassals: the counts of Guînes, Hesdin, 
and St. Pol. 
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To the north of the county Baldwin was given Zeeland as a fief 
by the Holy Roman Emperor Henry II, while on the Scheldt 
river he received Valenciennes (1013) & parts of the Cambresis 
as well as Saint-Omer and the northern Ternois (1120). 
 
In the French territories of the Count of Flanders, the supremacy 
of the Baldwin remained unchallenged. They organized a great 
deal of colonization of marshland along the coastline of 
Flanders and enlarged the harbour and city of Brugge. Baldwin 
IV died on 30 May 1035. 

2 Marriage and issue 
Baldwin first married Ogive of Luxembourg, daughter of 
Frederick of Luxembourg, by whom he had a son and heir:  
 

• Baldwin V, Count of Flanders  (1012 – 1067). Married 
Adèle of France  (1009-1079), and had issue, Baldwin 
VI, Queen Matilda and Robert I of Flanders.  

 
He later married Eleanor of Normandy, daughter of Richard II 
of Normandy, by whom he had a daughter:  
 

• Judith  (1033 – 1094) who married Tostig Godwinson 
and secondly Welf I, Duke of Bavaria. 

 
His son Baldwin V is the Rodger ancestor. 
 
 

 Ogive von Luxembourg30 (990 – 1036) 
[Author’s 30th Great Grandmother] 
Ogive von Luxembourg was born circa 990 in Netherlands to Friedrich I von Luxembourg 
(965-1019) and Irmtrud von Gleiberg (972-aft985) and died 21 February 1030 in Ghent, 
Belgium of unspecified causes. She married Baldwin IV of Flanders (980-1036) in the 
year 1012. Notable ancestors include Charlemagne (747-814). Ancestors are from France, 
Germany, and Belgium. 
 
Her son Baldwin V is the Rodger ancestor. 
 

Baldwin V, Count of Flanders31 (1012 – 1067) 
[Author’s 29th Great Grandfather] 
Baldwin V of Flanders  (19 August 1012, Arras, Flanders  – 1 September 1067, Lille, Flanders ) was Count 
of Flanders  from 1035 until his death. He was the son of Baldwin IV, Count of Flanders (980 – 1035).  

1 History 
In 1028 Baldwin married Adèle of France  in Amiens, daughter of King Robert II of France ; at her 
instigation he rebelled against his father. They made peace in 1030 and the old count ruled until his death.  



 72 

 
During a long war (1046–1056) as an ally of Godfrey the Bearded, Duke of Lorraine, against the Holy 
Roman Emperor Henry III, he initially lost Valenciennes to Hermann of Hainaut. However, when the latter 
died in 1051 Baldwin married his son Baldwin VI to Herman’s widow Richildis and arranged that the sons 
of her first marriage were disinherited, thus de facto  uniting the County of Hainaut with Flanders. Upon 
the death of Henry III this marriage was acknowledged by treaty by Agnes de Poitou, mother and regent of 
Henry IV. Baldwin V played host to a grateful dowager queen Emma of England, during her enforced 
exile, at Bruges. He was a good host. Bruges was a bustling commercial center, and Emma dispensed 
generously to the poor. She also received her son, King Harthacnut of England at Bruges in 1039.  
 
From 1060 to 1067 Baldwin was the co-Regent with Anne of Kiev 
for his nephew-by-marriage Philip I of France, indicating the 
importance he had acquired in international politics. As Count of 
Maine, Baldwin supported the King of France in most affairs. But 
he was also father-in-law to William of Normandy, who had 
married his daughter Matilda. Flanders played a pivotal role in 
Edward the Confessor 's foreign policy. As the King of England 
was struggling to find an heir: historians have argued that he may 
have sent Harold Godwinsson to negotiate the return of Edward 
the Atheling from Hungary, and passed through Flanders, on his 
way to Germany. Baldwin’s half-sister had married Earl Godwin 's 
third son, Tostig. The half-Viking Godwinsons had spent their 
exile in Dublin, at a time William of Normandy was fiercely 
defending his duchy. It is unlikely however that Baldwin 
intervened to prevent the duke’s invasion plans of England, after 
the Count had lost the conquered province of Ponthieu. Baldwin V died in 1067.  
 

 2 Family 
Baldwin and Adèle are known to have had three children :  
 

• Baldwin VI, 1030–1070 
• Matilda, c. 1031–1083 who married William the Conqueror 
• Robert I of Flanders, c.  1033–1093 

 
Some researchers, including Frederick Clifton Pierce and Sir Charles Oman, believe that there was a fourth 
child — Richard the Forester, who participated in the Battle of Hastings with his brother-in-law, William 
the Conqueror, and who later received a grant of the future site of Kenilworth Castle. But this belief is not 
accepted by the other historians, including Charles Cawley of Medieval Lands and Stewart Baldwin of The 
Henry Project.  
 
His daughter Matilda is the Rodger ancestor. 
 

Adèle of France,  
Countess of Flanders32 (1009 – 1079) 
[Author’s 29th Great Grandmother] 
Not to be confused with Adela of Flanders. 



 73 

 
Adèle of France, aka Adela the Holy or Adela of Messines (1009 – 8 January 1079, Messines ), was, by 
marriage, the Duchess of Normandy (January 1027 – August 1027), Countess of Flanders  (1035–1067).  

1 Life  
Adèle was the second daughter of Robert II (the Pious), and Constance of Arles. In 
January 1027 she married Richard III, Duke of Normandy. The marriage was short-
lived for on 6 August of that same year Richard III suddenly died. Adela then married 
Baldwin V, Count of Flanders in 1028.  
 
Adèle’s influence lay mainly through her family connections. On the death of her 
brother, Henry I of France, the guardianship of his seven-year-old son Philip I fell 
jointly on his widow, Ann of Kiev, and on his brother-in- law, Adela’s husband, so 
that from 1060 to 1067, they were Regents of France.  
 
In 1071, Adela’s 3rd son, Robert the Frisian, planned to invade Flanders despite at that time the Count of 
Flanders was Adela’s grandson, Arnulf III. When she heard about Robert’s plans, she asked Philip I to stop 
him. Philip sent soldiers to support Arnulf including a contingent of ten Norman knights led by William 
FitzOsborn. Robert’s forces attacked Arnulf’s numerically superior army at Cassel before it could organize, 
and Arnulf was killed along with William FitzOsborn. Robert’s overwhelming victory led to Philip making 
peace with Robert and investing him as Count of Flanders. A year later, Philip married Robert’s 
stepdaughter, Bertha of Holland, and in 1074, Philip restored the seigneurie of Corbie to the crown.  
 
Adèle had a strong interest in Baldwin V’s church reforms and was behind her husband’s founding of 
several collegiate churches. Directly or indirectly, she was responsible for establishing the Colleges of Aire 
(1049), Lille (1050) and Harelbeke (1064) as well as the abbeys of Messines (1057) and Ename (1063). 
After Baldwin’s death in 1067, she went to Rome, took the nun’s veil from the hands of Pope Alexander II  
and retired to the Benedictine convent of Messines, near Ypres. There she later died and was buried at the 
convent. Honoured as a Saint in the Roman Catholic Church, her commemoration day is 8 September.  

2 Family  
Her first marriage was in 1027 to Richard III, Duke of Normandy  (died 1027). They had no children.  
 
Her second marriage was in 1028 to Baldwin V, Count of Flanders  (died 1067).  Their children were:  
 

• Baldwin VI, Count of Flanders  (c. 1030–1070).  
• Matilda of Flanders  (c. 1032–1083). In c. 1053 she married William, Duke of Normandy, the 

future King of England and had issue.  
• Robert I, Count of Flanders  (c. 1035–1093).  

 
Her daughter Matilda is the Rodger ancestor. 
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Part II: The Conqueror’s Norman Ancestors 
 
 

Richard I, Duke of Normandy33 (933 – 996) 
[Author’s 31st Great Grandfather] 
Richard I of Normandy  (28 August 933 – 20 November 996), also known as Richard the Fearless, was the 
Duke of Normandy from 942 to 996. Dudo of Saint-Quentin, whom Richard commissioned to write his 
book♣, On the Customs and Deeds of the First Dukes of Normandy, called him a duke, but this use of the 
word may have been in the context of Richard’s leadership in war, and not a reference to a title of nobility. 
Richard either introduced feudalism into Normandy, or he greatly expanded it. By the end of his reign, 
most important landholders held their lands in feudal tenure.  

1 Birth 
Richard was born to William I of Normandy, princeps or ruler of Normandy, and his wife Sprota. He was 
also the grandson of the famous Rollo. He was about 10 when his father was killed on 17 December 942.  
His mother was a Breton concubine captured in war and bound to William by a Danish marriage. William 
was told of the birth of a son after the battle with Riouf and other Viking rebels, but his existence was kept 
secret until a few years later when William Longsword first met his son Richard. After kissing the boy and 
declaring him his heir, William sent Richard to be raised in Bayeux. After William was killed, Sprota 
became the wife of Esperleng, a wealthy miller; Rodulf of Ivry was their son and Richard’s half-brother.  
 

 2 Life 
When his father died, Louis IV of France seized Normandy, installed the boy Richard in his father’s office, 
then placed him in the care of the count of Ponthieu. The king then split the lands, giving lands in lower 
Normandy to Hugh the Great. Louis kept Richard in confinement 
at Lâon, but he escaped with the assistance of Osmond de 
Centville, Bernard de Senlis (who had been a companion of Rollo 
of Normandy), Ivo de Bellèsme, and Bernard the Dane.  
 
In 946, Richard agreed to “commend” himself to Hugh, Count of 
Paris. He then allied himself with the Norman and Viking leaders, 
drove Louis out of Rouen, and took back Normandy by 947. In 
962 Theobald I, Count of Blois, attacked Rouen, Richard’s 
stronghold, but his army was defeated by the Normans and 
retreated never having crossed the Seine. Lothair king of the West 
Franks stepped in to prevent any further war between the two. 
Afterwards, and until his death in 996, Richard concentrated on 
Normandy itself, and participated less in Frankish politics and 
petty wars. In lieu of building up the Norman Empire by 
expansion, he stabilized the realm, and united his followers into a 
cohesive and formidable principality. 
                                                
♣ This book was actually written in Latin. 
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Richard used marriage to build strong alliances. His marriage to Emma connected him to the Capet family. 
His wife Gunnor, from a rival Viking group in the Cotentin, formed an alliance to that group, while her 
sisters formed the core group that was to provide loyal followers to him and his successors. His daughters 
provided valuable marriage alliances with powerful neighboring counts as well as to the king of England. 
He also built on his relationship with the church, restoring their lands and ensured the great monasteries 
flourished. His reign was marked by an extended period of peace and tranquility. 

3 Marriages 
His first marriage (960) was to Emma, daughter of Hugh “The Great” of France, and Hedwig von Sachsen. 
They were betrothed when both were very young. She died after 19 March 968, with no issue.  
 
According to Robert of Torigni, not long after Emma’s death, Duke Richard went out hunting and stopped 
at the house of a local forester. He became enamoured of the forester’s wife, Seinfreda, but she being a 
virtuous woman, suggested he court her unmarried sister, Gunnor, instead. Gunnor became his mistress, 
and her family rose to prominence. Her brother, Herefast de Crepon, may have been involved in a 
controversial heresy trial. Gunnor was, like Richard, of Viking descent, being a Dane by blood. Richard 
finally married her to legitimize their children:  
 

• Richard II  “the Good”, Duke of Normandy  
• Robert, Archbishop of Rouen, Count of Evreux  
• Mauger, Count of Corbeil  
• Emma of Normandy, wife of two kings of England  
• Maud of Normandy, wife of Odo II of Blois, Count of Blois, Champagne and Chartres  
• Hawise of Normandy  m. Geoffrey I, Duke of Brittany 
• Papia of Normandy 
• William, Count of Eu 
• Orielda (963-1031) wife of Fulk Seigneur de Guernanville, Dean of Evreax  

 

 4 Illegitimate children 
Richard had several other mistresses and produced children with many of them. Known children are:  
 

• Geoffrey, Count of Eu 
• William, Count of Eu  (972-26 January 1057/58), m. Lasceline de Turqueville (d. 26 January 

1057/58).  
• Beatrice of Normandy, Abbess of Montvilliers d.1034 m. Ebles of Turenne  (d.1030 (divorced)  

 
 4.1 Possible children 
 

• Muriella, married Tancred de Hauteville 
• Fressenda or Fredesenda (ca. 995-ca. 1057), second wife of Tancred de Hauteville. 

 

 5 Death 
Richard died in Fecamp, France, on 20 November 996.  
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 6 Depictions in fiction 
The Little Duke, a Victorian Juvenile novel by Charlotte Mary Yonge is a fictionalized account of 
Richard’s boyhood and early struggles.  
 
His son Richard II is the Rodger ancestor. 
 

Gunnora, Duchess of Normandy34  (936-1031) 
[Author’s 31st Great Grandmother] 
Gunnora (circa 936 – 5 Jan 1031) was a Duchess of Normandy and the wife of Richard I of Normandy. 

1 Life  
All that is known of Gunnora’s parentage is that she belonged to a family who had settled in 
the Pays de Caux. Robert of Torigni  wrote she was a forester’s daughter from the Pays de 
Caux and according to Dudo of Saint-Quentin she was of Danish nobility. Her family held 
sway in western Normandy and Gunnora herself was said to be very wealthy. Her marriage to 
Richard I was of great political importance, both to her husband and her progeny. Her 
brother, Herfast de Crepon, was progenitor of a great Norman family. Her sisters and nieces 
married some of the most important nobles in Normandy. 
 
Robert of Torigni recounts a story of how Richard met Gunnora. She was living with her 
sister Seinfreda, the wife of a local forester, when Richard, hunting nearby, heard of the beauty of the 
forester’s wife. He is said to have ordered Seinfreda to come to his bed, but the lady substituted her 
unmarried sister, Gunnora. Richard, it is said, was pleased that by this subterfuge he had been saved from 
committing adultery and together they had three sons and three daughters. Unlike other territorial rulers, 
the Normans recognized marriage by cohabitation. But when Richard was prevented from nominating their 
son Robert to be Archbishop of Rouen, the two were married, “according to the Christian custom”, making 
their children legitimate in the eyes of the church. 
 
Gunnora attested ducal charters up into the 1020s, was skilled in languages and was said to have had an 
excellent memory. She was one of the most important sources of information on Norman history for Dudo 
of St. Quentin. As Richard’s widow she is mentioned accompanying her sons on numerous occasions. That 
her husband depended on her is shown in the couple’s charters where she is variously regent of Normandy, 
a mediator and judge, and in the typical role of a medieval aristocratic mother, an arbitrator between her 
husband and their oldest son Richard II. 
 
Gunnora was a founder and supporter of Coutances Cathedral and laid its first stone. Gunnora, both as wife 
and countess, was able to use her influence to see her kin favored, and several of the most prominent 
Anglo-Norman  families on both sides of the English Channel  are descended from her, her sisters and 
nieces. Gunnora died c. 1031. 

2 Family  
Richard and Gunnora were parents to several children:  
 

• Richard II  “the Good”, Duke of Normandy  
• Robert, Archbishop of Rouen, Count of Evreux, died 1037  
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• Mauger, Count of Corbeil  
• Emma of Normandy  (c. 985–1052), married first to Æthelred, King of England  and secondly Cnut 

the Great, King of England.  
• Hawise of Normandy, wife of Geoffrey I, Duke of Brittany  
• Maud of Normandy, wife of Odo II of Blois, Count of Blois, Champagne and Chartres  

 

3 About Daughter Emma of Normandy, Wife and Mother of Kings  
In 1002, at the age of 20, Emma of Normandy entered a politically arranged marriage with the King of 
England, Ethelred II, “The Unready.” This helped form an alliance between England and Normandy with 
the goal of ending Viking raids on England and Normandy and also Danish dominance over England. 
 
In about 1012 Ethelred made the mistake of killing Danish settlers within England. This led to retaliation 
from Denmark and an invasion in 1013 that put King of Denmark Sweyn Forkbeard also on the English 
throne. After Forkbeard’s death from natural causes in 1014, Ethelred regained the English throne from 
1014 until 1016 when he died (also) from natural causes. 
 
During that period there was a state of war between England and Denmark and in 1016, the son of 
Forkbeard, Canute II, “The Great Sweynson” forced his way onto the English throne where he ruled for 
nearly 20 years from 1016 to 1035.  Canute II ruled an “empire” consisting of Norway, Denmark, portions 
of Sweden as well as England.  
 
After the death of her first husband, King Ethelred, Emma soon married the new King of England, Canute 
II (this way she didn’t have to move out of the castle!). 
Emma had two children with Canute II, Harthacanute (1019 – 1042) and Gunhilda (1020 - ). Harthacanute 
became King of Denmark and England in 1035 upon the death of this father and served until his death in 
1042. 
 
By her first husband, King Ethelred, Emma had three children, Edward (1004 – 1066), Goda (1006 - ) and 
Aelfred (1008 - ). The first became King of England, Edward the Confessor in 1042, succeeding his 
younger half-brother Harthacanute, and served until his death some months prior to the Norman conquest 
in 1066. He was succeeded by Harold Godwinson who ruled briefly before being killed at the Battle of 
Hastings by William the Conqueror’s forces. Some historians claim that Edward had discussions with 
William promising him succession to the throne- but it turned out not quite that easy to accomplish. 
 
At the time of Emma’s death in 1052, her son Edward was still on the English throne. 
 
In the next sections we describe the next generation: That of Richard II Duke of Normandy and his wife 
Judith of Brittany. 
 
Her son Richard II is the Rodger ancestor. 
 
 
 

Richard II, Duke of Normandy35 (963 – 1026) 
[Author’s 30th Great Grandfather] 
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Richard II  (23 August 963 – 28 August 1026), called the Good  (French: Le Bon ), was the eldest son and 
heir of Richard I the Fearless and Gunnora.  He was a Norman nobleman of the House of Normandy.  

 1 Life 
Richard succeeded his father as Duke of Normandy in 996.  
During his minority, the first five years of his reign, his regent was 
Count Ralph of Ivrea, his uncle, who wielded the power and put 
down a peasant insurrection at the beginning of Richard’s reign.  
 
Richard had deep religious interests and found much in common 
with Robert II of France, who he helped militarily against the 
duchy of Burgundy. He forged a marriage alliance with Brittany 
by marrying his sister Hawise to Geoffrey I, Duke of Brittany and 
by his own marriage to Geoffrey’s sister, Judith of Brittany.  
 
In 1000-1001, Richard repelled an English attack on the Cotentin 
Peninsula that was led by Ethelred II of England.  Ethelred had 
given orders that Richard be captured, bound and brought to 
England. But the English had not been prepared for the rapid 
response of the Norman cavalry and were utterly defeated.  
 
Richard attempted to improve relations with England through his sister Emma of Normandy 's marriage to 
King Ethelred.  This marriage was significant in that it later gave his grandson, William the Conqueror, the 
basis of his claim to the throne of England.  This proved to be beneficial to Ethelred when in 1013 Sweyn 
Forkbeard invaded England. Emma with her two sons Edward and Alfred fled to Normandy followed 
shortly thereafter by her husband king Ethelred.  Soon after the death of Ethelred, Cnut, King of England  
forced Emma to marry him while Richard was forced to recognize the new regime as his sister was again 
Queen. Richard had contacts with Scandinavian Vikings throughout his reign. He employed Viking 
mercenaries and concluded a treaty with Sweyn Forkbeard who was en route to England.  
 
Richard II commissioned his clerk and confessor, Dudo of Saint-Quentin, to portray his ducal ancestors as 
morally upright Christian leaders who built Normandy despite the treachery of their overlords and 
neighboring principalities. It was clearly a work of propaganda designed to legitimize the Norman 
settlement, and while it contains numerous historically unreliable legends, as respects the reigns of his 
father and grandfather, Richard I and William I it is basically reliable. 
 
In 1025 and 1026 Richard confirmed gifts of his great grand father Rollo to Saint-Ouen at Rouen. His other 
numerous grants to monastic houses tends to indicate the areas over which Richard had ducal control, 
namely Caen, the Éverecin, the Cotentin, the Pays de Caux  and Rouen. 
 
Richard II died 28 Aug 1026.  

2 Marriages and children 
He married firstly, in 1000, Judith  (982–1017), daughter of Conan I of Brittany with these children:  
 

• Richard (1002/4), duke of Normandy  
• Alice of Normandy  (1003/5), married Renaud I, Count of Burgundy  
• Robert (1005/7), duke of Normandy  
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• William (1007/9), monk at Fécamp, d. 1025, buried at Fécamp Abbey 
• Eleanor (1011/3), married to Baldwin IV, Count of Flanders 
• Matilda (1013/5), nun at Fecamp, d. 1033. She died young and unmarried. 

 
Secondly he married Poppa of Envermeu, by whom he had the following issue:  
 

• Mauger (1019), Archbishop of Rouen 
• William (1020/5), count of Arques 

 
His son Robert I is the Rodger ancestor. 
 

Judith of Brittany36 (982 – 1017) 
[Author’s 30th Great Grandmother] 
Judith of Brittany also called Judith of Rennes (982– 1017) was Duchess of 
Normandy from 1000 onward.  

1 Life 
Judith, born in 982, was the daughter of Conan I, Duke of Brittany and 
Ermengarde-Gerberga of Anjou. She was the mother of Robert I, Duke of 
Normandy and paternal grandmother of William the Conqueror. 
 
She was a part of an important double marriage alliance between Normandy and Brittany first recorded by 
William of Jumièges. In 996 her brother Geoffrey I, Duke of Brittany married Hawise of Normandy, 
daughter of Richard I, Duke of Normandy while in 1000 Judith married Richard II, Duke of Normandy, 
Hawise’s brother. The duchess Judith died on 28 August 1017 and was buried in the abbey of Bernay, 
which she had founded in 1013. 

2 Family 
Judith married Richard II, Duke of Normandy 1000. They had six children:  
 

• Richard  (1002/4), duke of Normandy. 
• Alice of Normandy  (1003/5), married Renaud I, Count of Burgundy. 
• Robert  (1005/7), duke of Normandy. 
• William (1007/9), monk at Fécamp, d. 1025. 
• Eleanor  (1011/3), married to Baldwin IV, Count of Flanders. 
• Matilda (1013/5), nun at Fecamp, d. 1033. She died young and unmarried. 

 
Her son Robert I is the Rodger ancestor. 
 
 

Robert I, Duke of Normandy37 (1000 – 1035) 
[Author’s 29th Great Grandfather] 
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Robert the Magnificent  (French : le Magnifique ) (22 June 1000 – 3 July 1035), was the Duke of 
Normandy  from 1027 until his death. Owing to uncertainty over the numbering of the Dukes of Normandy 
he is usually called Robert I, but sometimes Robert II with his ancestor Rollo  as Robert I. He was the 
father of William the Conqueror who became in 1066 King of England and founded the House of 
Normandy.  

 1 Life 
He was the son of Richard II of Normandy and Judith, daughter 
of Conan I, Duke of Brittany. He was also grandson of Richard I 
of Normandy, great-grandson of William I of Normandy and 
great-great grandson of Rollo, the Viking who founded 
Normandy. Before he died, Richard II had decided his elder son 
Richard III  would succeed him while his second son Robert 
would became Count of Hiémois. In August 1026 their father, 
Richard II, died and Richard III became duke, but very soon 
afterwards Robert rebelled against his brother, was subsequently 
defeated and forced to swear fealty to his older brother Richard.  
 
 1.1 Early reign 
When Richard III died a year later there were suspicions that 
Robert had something to do with his death. Although nothing 
could be proved, Robert had the most to gain.  The civil war 
Robert I had brought against his brother Richard III was still causing instability in the duchy. Private wars 
raged between neighboring barons. This resulted in a new aristocracy arising in Normandy during Robert’s 
reign. It was also during this time that many of the lesser nobility left Normandy to seek their fortunes in 
southern Italy and elsewhere. Soon after assuming the dukedom, possibly in revenge for supporting his 
brother against him, Robert I assembled an army against his uncle, Robert, Archbishop of Rouen and 
Count of Évreux. A temporary truce allowed his uncle to leave Normandy in exile but this resulted in an 
edict excommunicating all of Normandy, which was only lifted when Archbishop Robert was allowed to 
return and his countship was restored.  Robert also attacked another powerful churchman, his cousin Hugo 
III d'Ivry, Bishop of Bayeux, banishing him from Normandy for an extended period of time. Robert also 
seized a number of church properties belonging to the Abbey of Fecamp.  
 
 1.2 Outside of Normandy 
Despite his domestic troubles Robert decided to intervene in the civil war in Flanders  between Baldwin V, 
Count of Flanders  and his father Baldwin IV  whom the younger Baldwin had driven out of Flanders.  
Baldwin V, supported by king Robert II of France, his father-in-law, was persuaded to make peace with his 
father in 1030 when Duke Robert promised the elder Baldwin his considerable military support.  Robert 
gave shelter to Henry I of France  against his mother, Queen Constance, who favored her younger son 
Robert  to succeed to the French throne after his father Robert II.  For his help Henry I rewarded Robert 
with the French Vexin.  In the early 1030s Alan III, Duke of Brittany  began expanding his influence from 
the area of Rennes  and appeared to have designs on the area surrounding Mont Saint-Michel  After 
sacking Dol and repelling Alan’s attempts to raid Avranches, Robert mounted a major campaign against his 
cousin Alan III.  However, Alan appealed to their uncle, Archbishop Robert of Rouen, who then brokered a 
peace between Duke Robert and his vassal Alan III.  His cousins, the Athelings Edward  and Alfred, sons 
of his aunt Emma of Normandy  and Athelred, King of England had been living at the Norman Court and 
at one point Robert, on their behalf, attempted to mount an invasion of England but was prevented in doing 
so, it was said, by unfavorable winds. Gesta Normannorum Ducum  stated that King Cnut  sent envoys to 
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Duke Robert offering to settle half the Kingdom of England on Edward and Alfred. After postponing the 
naval invasion he chose to also postpone the decision until after he returned from Jerusalem.  
 
 1.3 The Church and his pilgrimage 
Robert’s attitude towards the Church had changed noticeably certainly since his reinstating his uncle’s 
position as Archbishop of Rouen.  In his attempt to reconcile his differences with the Church he restored 
property that he or his vassals had confiscated, and by 1034 had returned all the properties he had earlier 
taken from the abbey of Fecamp.  
 
After making his illegitimate son William his heir, he set out on pilgrimage to Jerusalem.  According to the 
Gesta Normannorum Ducum he travelled by way of Constantinople, reached Jerusalem, fell seriously ill 
and died on the return journey at Nicaea on 2 July 1035. His son William, aged about eight, succeeded him.  
 
According to the historian William of Malmesbury, decades later his son William sent a mission to 
Constantinople and Nicaea, charging it with bringing his father’s body back to Normandy for burial. 
Permission was granted, but, having travelled as far as Apulia (Italy) on the return journey, the envoys 
learned that William himself had meanwhile died. They then decided to reinter Robert’s body in Italy. 

2 Issue 
By his mistress, Herleva of Falaise, he was father of:  
 

• William the Conqueror  (c. 1028–1087). 
 
  By Herleva or possibly another concubine, he was the father of:  

 
• Adelaide of Normandy, who married firstly, Enguerrand II, Count of Ponthieu. She married 

secondly, Lambert II, Count of Lens, and thirdly, Odo II of Champagne. 
 
His son William the Conqueror is the Rodger ancestor. 
 

Herleva of Falaise38 (1003 – 1050) 
[Author’s 29th Great Grandmother] 
Herleva (1003 – 1050) also known as Herleve, Arlette, Arletta and Arlotte, and Harlette had three sons – 
William I of England, fathered by Robert I, Duke of Normandy, and Odo of Bayeux and Robert, Count of 
Mortain, both fathered by Herluin de Conteville. All became prominent in William’s realm.  

1 Life 
The background of Herleva and the circumstances of William’s birth are shrouded in mystery. The written 
evidence dates from a generation or two later, and is not entirely consistent, but of all the Norman 
chroniclers only the Tours chronicler asserts that William’s parents were subsequently joined in marriage.  
The most commonly accepted version says that she was the daughter of a tanner named Fulbert from the 
town of Falaise, in Normandy. Her father may instead have been a furrier, embalmer, apothecary, or a 
person who laid out corpses for burial. The record is not clear. 
 
Some argue that Herleva’s father was not a tanner but rather a member of the burgher class. The idea is 
supported by the appearance of her brothers in a later document as attestors for an under-age William. 
Also, the Count of Flanders later accepted Herleva as a proper guardian for his own daughter. Both of these 
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would be nearly impossible if Herleva’s father was (and therefore her brothers were) a tanner, which would 
place his standing as little more than a peasant.  
 
1.1 Relationship with Robert the Magnificent 
From: “The Normans, From Raiders To Kings” by Lars Brownworth, Chapter 4.  
 
According to one legend, still recounted by tour guides at Falaise, it all started when Robert, the young 
Duke of Normandy, saw Herleva from the roof of his castle tower. The walkway on the roof still looks 
down on the dyeing trenches cut into stone in the courtyard below, which can be seen to this day from the 
tower ramparts above. The traditional way of dyeing leather or garments was to trample barefoot on the 
garments which were awash in the liquid dye in these trenches. Herleva, legend goes, seeing the Duke on 
his ramparts above, raised her skirts perhaps a bit more than necessary in order to attract the Duke’s eye. 
The latter was immediately smitten and ordered her brought in (as was customary for any woman that 
caught the Duke’s eye) through the back door. Herleva refused, saying she would only enter the Duke’s 
castle on horseback through the front gate, and not as an ordinary commoner. The Duke, filled with lust, 
could only agree. In a few days, Herleva, dressed in the finest her father could provide, and sitting on a 
white horse, rode proudly through the front gate, her head held high. This gave Herleva a semi-official 
status as the Duke’s mistress.  
 
She later gave birth to his son, William, in 1027 or 1028.  
 
Some historians suggest Hervela was first the mistress of Gilbert of Brionne with whom she had a son, 
Richard. It was Gilbert who first saw Hervela and elevated her position and then Robert took her for his 
mistress.  
 
 1.2 Marriage to Herluin de Conteville 
Herleva later married Herluin de Conteville in 1031. Some accounts maintain that Robert always loved her, 
but the gap in their social status made marriage impossible, so, to give her a good life, he married her off to 
one of his favourite noblemen.  
 
Another source suggests that Herleva did not marry Herluin until after Robert died, because there is no 
record of Robert entering another relationship, whereas Herluin married another woman, Fredesendis, by 
the time he founded the abbey of Grestain. 
 
From her marriage to Herluin she had two sons: Odo, who later became Bishop of Bayeux, and Robert, 
who became Count of Mortain. Both became prominent during William’s reign. They also had at least two 
daughters: Emma, who married Richard LeGoz or Richard Goz (count or viscount of Avranches ), and a 
daughter of unknown name who married William, lord of la Ferté- Macé.  

2 Death 
According to Robert of Torigni, Herleva was buried at the abbey of Grestain, which was founded by 
Herluin and their son Robert around 1050. This would put Herleva in her forties around the time of her 
death. However, David C. Douglas suggests that Herleva probably died before Herluin founded the abbey 
because her name does not appear on the list of benefactors, whereas the name of Herluin’s second wife, 
Fredesendis, does.  
 
Her son William the Conqueror is the Rodger ancestor. 
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Part III: Family of William the Conqueror 
 
In this last section of the book, we join the two ancestral lines of: 
 

• Matilda, the wife of William the Conqueror. This line includes Charlemagne and Charles Martel. 
• William the Conqueror’s paternal line that includes several other dukes of Normandy. 

 
We begin with William. 
 

William the Conqueror39 (1028 – 1087) 
[Author’s 28th Great Grandfather] 
William I is usually known as William the Conqueror and sometimes William the Bastard. He was the first 
Norman King of England, reigning from 1066 until his death in 1087. Among his ancestors were Viking 
raiders. One of those ancestors, Gunnora (936 – 1031) was described earlier in this 
book. William became Duke of Normandy in 1035 at age 7. After a long struggle to 
establish his power, by 1060 his hold on Normandy was secure, and he launched the 
Norman conquest of England in 1066. The rest of his life was marked by struggles 
to consolidate his hold over England and his continental lands and by difficulties 
with his eldest son.  
 
William was the son of the unmarried Robert I, Duke of Normandy and his mistress 
Herleva. His illegitimate status and his youth caused some difficulties for him after 
he succeeded his father, as did the anarchy that plagued the first years of his rule. During his childhood and 
adolescence, members of the Norman aristocracy battled each other, both for control of the child duke and 
for their own ends. In 1047 William was able to quash a rebellion and begin to establish his authority over 
the duchy, a process that was not complete until about 1060. His marriage in the 1050s to Matilda of 
Flanders provided him with a powerful ally in the neighbouring county of Flanders. By the time of his 
marriage, William was able to arrange the appointments of his supporters as bishops and abbots in the 
Norman church. His consolidation of power allowed him, in 1062, to secure control of the neighbouring 
county of Maine.  
 
In the 1050s and early 1060s William became a contender for the throne of England, then held by the 
childless Edward the Confessor, his first cousin once removed. There were other potential claimants, 
including the powerful English earl Harold Godwinson, who was named the next king by Edward on the 
latter’s deathbed in January 1066. William argued that Edward had previously promised the throne to him, 
and that Harold had sworn to support William’s claim. William built a large fleet and invaded England in 
September 1066, decisively defeating and killing Harold at the Battle of Hastings on 14 October 1066. 
After further military efforts William was crowned king on Christmas Day 1066, in London. He made 
arrangements for the governance of England in early 1067 before returning to Normandy. Several 
unsuccessful rebellions followed, but by 1075 William’s hold on England was mostly secure, allowing him 
to spend the majority of the rest of his reign on the continent.  
 
William’s final years were marked by difficulties in his continental domains, troubles with his eldest son, 
and threatened invasions of England by the Danes. In 1086 William ordered the compilation of the 
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Domesday Book, a survey listing all the landholders in England along with their holdings. William died in 
September 1087 while leading a campaign in northern France, and was buried in Caen. His reign in 
England was marked by the construction of castles, the settling of a new Norman nobility on the land, and 
change in the composition of the English clergy. He did not try to integrate his various domains into one 
empire, but instead continued to administer each part separately. William’s lands were divided after his 
death: Normandy went to his eldest son, Robert, and his second surviving son, William, received England.  

1 Background 
Norsemen first began raiding in what became Normandy in the late 8th century. Permanent Scandinavian 
settlement occurred before 911, when Rollo, one of the Viking leaders, and King Charles the Simple of 
France reached an agreement surrendering the county of Rouen to Rollo. The lands around Rouen became 
the core of the later duchy of Normandy.  Normandy may have been used as a base when Scandinavian 
attacks on England were renewed at the end of the 10th century, which would have worsened relations 
between England and Normandy. In an effort to improve matters, King Æthelred the Unready took Emma 
of Normandy, sister of Duke Richard II, as his second wife in 1002.  
 
Danish raids on England continued, and Æthelred sought help from Richard, taking refuge in Normandy in 
1013 when King Sweyn I of Denmark drove Æthelred and his family from England. Sweyn’s death in 1014 
allowed Æthelred to return home, but Sweyn’s son Cnut contested Æthelred’s return. Æthelred died 
unexpectedly in 1016, and Cnut became king of England. Æthelred and Emma’s two sons, Edward and 
Alfred, went into exile in Normandy while their mother, Emma, became Cnut’s second wife.  
 
After Cnut’s death in 1035 the English throne fell to Harold Harefoot, his son by his first wife, while 
Harthacnut, his son by Emma, became king in Denmark. England remained unstable. Alfred returned to 
England in 1036 to visit his mother and perhaps to challenge Harold as king. One story implicates Earl 
Godwin of Wessex in Alfred’s subsequent death, but others blame Harold. Emma went into exile in 
Flanders until Harthacnut became king following Harold’s death in 1040, and his half-brother Edward 
followed Harthacnut to England; Edward was proclaimed king after Harthacnut’s death in June 1042.  

2 Early life 
William was born about 1028 at Falaise, Normandy. He was the only son of Robert I, Duke of Normandy. 
Robert was the son of Richard II, Duke of Normandy. William’s mother, Herleva, was the daughter of 
Fulbert of Falaise ; Fulbert may have been a tanner or embalmer.  She was possibly a member of the ducal 
household, but did not marry Robert.  Instead, she later married Herluin de Conteville, with whom she had 
two sons – Odo of Bayeux and Robert, Count of Mortain  – and a daughter whose name is unknown. One 
of Herleva’s brothers, Walter, became a supporter and protector of William during his minority. Robert 
also had a daughter, Adelaide of Normandy, by another mistress. 

3 Duke of Normandy 
William faced several challenges on becoming duke, including his illegitimate birth and his youth: the 
evidence indicates that he was either 7 or 8 years old at the time. He enjoyed the support of his great-uncle, 
Archbishop Robert, as well as the king of France, Henry I, enabling him to succeed to his father’s duchy. 
The support given to the exiled English princes in their attempt to return to England in 1036 shows that the 
new duke’s guardians were attempting to continue his father’s policies, but Archbishop Robert’s death in 
March 1037 removed one of William’s main supporters, and Normandy quickly descended into chaos. 
 
That instability, including rebellions that had to be overcome, lasted until about 1054. As the young duke 
gained control over his rivals and established himself as the leader of Normandy, he began to consider the 



 85 

future. William assumed power in Normandy, and at one point promulgated the Truce of God in his duchy, 
trying to limit warfare and violence by restricting the days of the year on which fighting was permitted.  
 
One factor in William’s favour was his marriage to Matilda of Flanders, the daughter of Count Baldwin V 
of Flanders. The union was arranged in 1049, but Pope Leo IX forbade the marriage at the Council of 
Rheims in October 1049. The marriage nevertheless went ahead some time in the early 1050s, possibly 
unsanctioned by the pope. According to a late source not generally considered to be reliable, papal sanction 
was not secured until 1059, but as papal-Norman relations in the 1050s were generally good, and Norman 
clergy were able to visit Rome in 1050 without incident, it was probably secured earlier. The marriage was 
important in bolstering William’s status, as Flanders was one of the more powerful French territories, with 
ties to the French royal house and to the German emperors. Contemporary writers considered the marriage, 
which produced four sons and five or six daughters, to be a success. 
 
William cultivated close relations with the church in his duchy by working in church councils and making 
appointments to the Norman episcopate, including the appointment of Maurilius as Archbishop of Rouen. 
Of note, he appointed William’s half-brother Odo as Bishop of Bayeux around 1049.  He also relied on the 
clergy for advice, including Lanfranc, a non-Norman who rose to become one of William’s prominent 
ecclesiastical advisors in the late 1040s and remained so for decades. William gave generously to the 
church; from 1035 to 1066, the Norman aristocracy founded at least 20 new monastic houses, including 
William’s two monasteries in Caen, a remarkable expansion of religious life in Normandy. 

4 Predecessor Kings of England 
In 1051 the childless King Edward of England appears to have chosen William as his successor to the 
English throne. William was the grandson of Edward’s maternal uncle, Richard II, Duke of Normandy. The 
Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, in the “D” version, states that William visited England in the later part of 1051, 
perhaps to secure confirmation of the succession, or perhaps William was attempting to secure aid for his 
troubles in Normandy. The trip is unlikely given William’s absorption in warfare with Anjou at the time. 
Whatever Edward’s wishes, it was likely that any claim by William would be opposed by Godwin, the Earl 
of Wessex, a member of the most powerful family in England. Edward had married Edith, Godwin’s 
daughter, in 1043, and Godwin appears to have been one of the main supporters of Edward’s claim to the 
throne. By 1050, however, relations between the king and the earl had soured, culminating in a crisis in 
1051 that led to the exile of Godwin and his family from England. It was during this exile that Edward 
offered the throne to William. Godwin returned from exile in 1052 with armed forces, and a settlement was 
reached between the king and the earl, restoring the earl and his family to their lands and replacing Robert 
of Jumièges, a Norman whom Edward had named Archbishop of Canterbury, with Stigand, the Bishop of 
Winchester. No English source mentions a supposed embassy by Archbishop Robert to William conveying 
the promise of the succession, and the two Norman sources that mention it, William of Jumièges and 
William of Poitiers, are not precise in their chronology of when this visit took place. 
 
Count Herbert II of Maine died in 1062, and William, who had betrothed his eldest son Robert to Herbert’s 
sister Margaret, claimed the county through his son. Local nobles resisted, but William invaded and by 
1064 secured control of the area. William appointed a Norman to the bishopric of Le Mans in 1065. He 
also allowed his son Robert Curthose to do homage to the new Count of Anjou, Geoffrey the Bearded. 
William’s western border was thus secured, but not his border with Brittany. In 1064 William invaded 
Brittany in a campaign that remains obscure in its details. Its effect, though, was to destabilise Brittany, 
forcing the duke, Conan II, to focus on internal problems rather than on expansion. Conan’s death in 1066 
further secured William’s borders in Normandy. William also benefited from his campaign in Brittany by 
securing the support of some Breton nobles who went on to support the invasion of England in 1066. 
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In England, Earl Godwin died in 1053 and his sons were gaining in power: Harold succeeded to his father’s 
earldom, and another son, Tostig, became Earl of Northumbria. Other sons were granted earldoms later: 
Gyrth as Earl of East Anglia in 1057 and Leofwine as Earl of Kent some time between 1055 and 1057. 
Some sources claim that Harold took part in William’s Breton campaign of 1064 and that Harold swore to 
uphold William’s claim to the English throne at the end of the campaign, but no English source reports this 
trip, and it is unclear if it actually occurred. It may have been Norman propaganda designed to discredit 
Harold, who had emerged as the main contender to succeed King Edward. Meanwhile, another contender 
for the throne had emerged – Edward the Exile, son of Edmund Ironside and a grandson of Æthelred II, 
returned to England in 1057, and although he died shortly after his return, he brought with him his family, 
which included two daughters, Margaret  and Christina, and a son, Edgar the Ætheling. 
 
Towards the end of 1065 Edward was ailing, and he died on 5 January 1066. It is unclear what exactly 
happened at Edward’s deathbed. One story, claims that Edward named Harold as his successor. The 
Norman sources do not dispute the fact that Harold was named as the next king, but they declare that 
Harold’s oath and Edward’s earlier promise of the throne to William could not be changed on Edward’s 
deathbed.  
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Family relationships of the claimants to the English throne in 1066, and others involved in the 
struggle. Kings of England are shown in bold. 
 

5 Invasion of England  
 
 5.1 Harold’s preparations  
Harold was crowned on 6 January 1066 in Edward’s new Norman-style Westminster Abbey. His claim to 
the throne was not secure, however, as there were other claimants, perhaps the most prominent being 
William of Normandy, against whose anticipated invasion King Harold Godwinson made preparations. 
 
William had meanwhile sent an embassy to King Harold Godwinson to remind him of his oath to support 
William’s claim to the throne, although whether this embassy actually occurred is unclear. Harold 
assembled an army and a fleet to repel William’s anticipated invasion force, deploying troops and ships 
along the English Channel for most of the summer. 
 
 5.2 William’s preparations during 1066  
According to chronicler William of Poitiers there was a council called by Duke William, in which 
discussions took place between William’s nobles and supporters over whether to risk an invasion of 
England. Without too much debate it was agreed to prepare for that conquest. William of Poitiers also 
relates that the duke obtained the consent of Pope Alexander II for the invasion, along with a papal banner. 
The chronicler also claimed that the duke secured the support of Holy Roman Emperor Henry IV and King 
Sweyn II of Denmark. To deal with Norman affairs, William put the government of Normandy into the 
hands of his wife for the duration of the invasion.  
 
Throughout the summer, William assembled an army and an invasion fleet in Normandy. His shipbuilders 
constructed hundreds and perhaps more than a thousand ships for the invasion fleet which eventually sailed 
from Valery-sur-Somme. The fleet carried an invasion force that included, in addition to troops from 
William’s own territories of Normandy and Maine, large numbers of mercenaries, allies, and volunteers 
from Brittany, northeastern France, and Flanders, together with smaller numbers from other parts of 
Europe. Although the army and fleet were ready by early August, their strategy suggested delay until 
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autumn.  King Harold of England had kept his forces on alert throughout the summer, but with the arrival 
of the harvest season he disbanded his army in early September 1066. 
 
 5.3 Tostig and Hardrada’s invasion  
Harold’s brother Tostig and Harald Hardrada invaded Northumbria in September 1066 and defeated the 
local forces under Morcar and Edwin at the Battle of Fulford near York. King Harold received word of 
their invasion and marched north, defeating the invaders and killing Tostig and Hardrada on 25 September 
at the Battle of Stamford Bridge. The Norman fleet finally set sail two days later, landing in England at 
Pevensey Bay on 28 September. William then moved to Hastings, a few miles to the east, where he built a 
castle as a base of operations. From there, he ravaged the interior and waited for Harold’s return from the 
north, refusing to venture far from the sea, his line of communication with Normandy. 
 
 5.4 Battle of Hastings  
After defeating Harald Hardrada and Tostig, Harold left much of his army in the north, including Morcar 
and Edwin, and marched the rest south to deal with the threatened Norman invasion. He probably learned 
of William’s landing while he was travelling south. Although Harold attempted to surprise the Normans, 
William’s scouts reported the English arrival to the duke. The exact events preceding the battle are obscure, 
with contradictory accounts in the sources, but all agree that William led his army from his castle and 
advanced towards the enemy. Harold had taken a defensive position at the top of Senlac Hill, about 6 miles 
from William’s castle at Hastings. 
 
The battle began at about 9 am on 14 October and lasted all day, but while a broad outline is known, the 
exact events are obscured by contradictory accounts in the sources. Although the numbers on each side 
were about equal, William had both cavalry and infantry, including many archers, while Harold had only 
foot soldiers and few, if any, archers. The English soldiers formed up as a shield wall  along the ridge and 
were at first so effective that William’s army was thrown back with heavy casualties. Some of William’s 
Breton troops panicked and fled, and some of the English troops appear to have pursued the fleeing Bretons 
until they themselves were attacked and destroyed by Norman cavalry. During the Bretons’ flight rumours 
swept through the Norman forces that the duke had been killed, but William succeeded in rallying his 
troops. Two further Norman retreats were feigned, to once again draw the English into pursuit and expose 
them to repeated attacks by the Norman cavalry. The available sources are more confused about events in 
the afternoon, but it appears that the decisive event was Harold’s death, about which differing stories are 
told. William of Jumièges claimed that Harold was killed by the duke. The Bayeux Tapestry has been 
claimed to show Harold’s death by an arrow to the eye, but that may be a later reworking of the tapestry to 
conform to 12th-century stories in which Harold was slain by an arrow wound to the head. 
 
Harold’s body was identified the day after the battle. The English dead, who included some of Harold’s 
brothers and his housecarls, were left on the battlefield. Gytha, Harold’s mother, offered the victorious 
duke the weight of her son’s body in gold for its custody, but her offer was refused. William ordered that 
Harold’s body was to be thrown into the sea, but whether that took place is unclear. Waltham Abbey, 
which had been founded by Harold, later claimed that his body had been secretly buried there. 
 
 5.5 March on London  
William hoped the English would surrender following his victory, but they did not. Instead, some of the 
English clergy and magnates nominated Edgar the Ætheling as king, though their support for Edgar was 
only lukewarm. After waiting a short while, William secured Dover, parts of Kent, and Canterbury, while 
also sending a force to capture Winchester, where the royal treasury was. These captures secured William’s 
rear areas and also his line of retreat to Normandy, if that was needed.  William then marched to 
Southwark, across the Thames from London, reaching it in late November. Soon his opponents submitted 
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to his authority enabling William to be crowned King of England at Westminster Abbey on Christmas Day 
1066. 

6 Consolidation  
 
 6.1 First actions  
William remained in England after his coronation and tried to reconcile the native magnates. As such many 
of the nobility retained their lands and titles. Ecclesiastical offices continued to be held by the same bishops 
as before the invasion. But the families of Harold and his brothers did lose their lands, as did some others 
who had fought against William at Hastings. By March of 1067, William was secure enough to return to 
Normandy, and left his half-brother Odo, the Bishop of Bayeux, in charge of England. Although he put him 
and a few other Normans in overall charge, he retained many of the native English sheriffs. Once in 
Normandy the new English king went to Rouen and the Abbey of Fecamp and then attended the 
consecration of new churches at two Norman monasteries.  
 
6.2 English resistance  
While William was in Normandy various rebellions arose in England. William and his army had to quell 
these outbursts. The king marched through rebels’ lands and built a castle at Warwick. William continued 
on to York, building castles at York and Nottingham before returning south to build new castles at Lincoln, 
Huntingdon, and Cambridge. William returned to Normandy late in 1068. 
 
Early in 1069, Edgar the Ætheling rose in revolt and with the help of King Sweyn of Denmark attacked 
England with a large Danish fleet whereupon Edgar was proclaimed king by his supporters. William 
responded swiftly, ignoring a continental revolt in Maine. William symbolically wore his crown in the 
ruins of York on Christmas Day 1069, and then proceeded to buy off the Danes. Edgar, having lost much 
support, fled to Scotland, where his brother-in-law King Malcolm III ruled.♥ William defeated the last 
rebels at Shrewsbury before building castles at Chester and Stafford. This campaign, which included the 
burning and destruction of part of the countryside that the royal forces transited, was called the "Harrying 
of the North", ended by April 1070, when William wore his crown ceremonially for Easter at Winchester. 
 
 6.3 Church affairs  
While at Winchester in 1070, William met with three papal delegates who had been sent by Pope 
Alexander. They then proceeded to hold a series of ecclesiastical councils dedicated to reforming and 
reorganising the English church. Norman clergy were appointed to replace the deposed English bishops 
and abbots, and at the end of the process, only two native English bishops remained in office, along with 
several continental prelates who had earlier been appointed by Edward the Confessor. In 1070 William also 
founded Battle Abbey, a new monastery at the site of the Battle of Hastings, partly as a penance for the 
deaths in the battle and partly as a memorial to those dead.  
 
 
 
 

                                                
♥ Malcom III is a Chicago Rodger ancestor and also led the forces in Scotland that killed King Macbeth in 1057. More on this 
in Volume III of this set of books entitled, Selected Ancestors of the Chicago Rodger’s Along the Helen Heath Line. 
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7 Troubles in England and the continent  
 
 7.1 Danish raids and rebellion in the north  
Although Sweyn had promised to leave England, he and allies returned in spring 1070, raiding English 
towns including an attack on Peterborough Abbey, which they captured and looted. William was able to 
secure the departure of Sweyn and his fleet in 1070, allowing him to return to the continent to deal with 
troubles in Maine, where the town of Le Mans had revolted in 1069. Another concern was the death of 
William’s ally Count Baldwin VI of Flanders in July 1070. He was succeeded by his brother Robert who 
was an opponent of William. This then upset the balance of power in northern France. 
 
In 1071 William defeated the last rebellion of the north. Earl Edwin was betrayed by his own men and 
killed. William invaded Scotland, defeating Malcolm III, who had recently invaded the north of England. 
William and Malcolm agreed to peace by signing the Treaty of Abernethy, and Malcolm probably gave up 
his son Duncan as a hostage for the peace. William then turned his attention to the continent, returning to 
Normandy in early 1073 to deal with the trouble in Maine. With a swift campaign, William seized Le Mans 
and completed the campaign by 30 March 1073. This made William’s power more secure in northern 
France, but not fully secure.  
 
William returned to England to release his army from service in 1073 but quickly returned to Normandy, 
where he spent all of 1074. He left England in the hands of his supporters. William’s ability to leave 
England for an entire year was a sign that he felt that his control of the kingdom was secure. While William 
was in Normandy, Edgar the Ætheling returned to Scotland from Flanders.  
 
 7.2 Revolt of the Earls  
In 1075, during William’s absence, various English Earls conspired to overthrow William in the “Revolt of 
the Earls”. The plotters requested Danish aid. William remained in Normandy while his men in England 
subdued the revolt. Meanwhile, the Danish king’s brother, Cnut, came to England with a fleet of 200 ships, 
but he was too late as the rebels had already surrendered. The Danes then raided the coast before returning 
home. William returned to England later in 1075 to deal with the Danish threat, leaving his wife Matilda in 
charge of Normandy. He celebrated Christmas at Winchester and dealt with the aftermath of the rebellion.  
 
 7.3 Troubles at home and abroad  
Some of the defeated Earls found protection in Brittany. In September 1076 William besieged their castle. 
King Philip of France later relieved the siege and defeated William at Dol, forcing a retreat back to 
Normandy. Although this was William’s first defeat in battle, it did little to change things. An Angevin 
attack on Maine was defeated soon after. The buffer state of Vexin that had supported William, changed 
leadership and changed its allegiance to the French King Philip. William made peace with Philip in 1077.  
 
In early 1078 trouble began between William and his eldest son, Robert who had demanded control of 
Maine and Normandy and had been rebuffed. The trouble around 1078 had Robert leaving Normandy with 
a band of young men, many the sons of William’s supporters. The raiders were supported by many of 
William’s continental enemies. William immediately attacked the rebels and drove them away for a while. 
In a later battle William was unhorsed by Robert but saved from death by an Englishman. William was 
forced to lift the siege, and he returned to Rouen. By 12 April 1080, William and Robert had reached an 
accommodation, with William again agreeing that Robert would receive Normandy when he (Wm) died. 
 
Word of William’s trouble in Normandy stirred up difficulties in northern England. In August and 
September 1079 King Malcolm III of Scots raided south of the River Tweed, devastating the land between 
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the River Tees and the Tweed in a raid that lasted almost a month. Next, the Northumbrians rebelled 
against the officials loyal to William. William dispatched his half-brother Odo to deal with the rebellion. 
William departed Normandy in July 1080, and in the autumn William’s son Robert was sent on a campaign 
against the Scots. Robert raided into Lothian and forced Malcolm to agree to terms, building a fortification 
at Newcastle-on-Tyne while returning to England. The king was at Gloucester for Christmas 1080 and at 
Winchester for Whitsun in 1081, wearing his crown both times. A papal embassy arrived in England during 
this period, asking that William do fealty for England to the papacy, a request that William rejected. 
William also visited Wales during 1081 in a military campaign to ensure Norman power over the Welsh. 
By the end of 1081, William was back on the continent, dealing with disturbances in Maine. Although he 
led an expedition into Maine, the result was instead a negotiated settlement arranged by a papal legate. 
 
 7.4 Last years  
In 1082 William had his half-brother Odo arrested. The exact reasons were not chronicled as to what 
caused the quarrel between the halfbrothers. But Odo was planning an invasion of southern Italy that would 
have been considered tampering with the king’s authority over his vassals, which William would not have 
tolerated. Although Odo remained in confinement for the rest of William’s reign, his lands were not 
confiscated. More difficulties struck in 1083, when William’s eldest son Robert rebelled once more with 
support from the French king. A further blow was the death of Matilda, William’s wife, on 2 November 
1083. William was always described as close to his wife, and her death would have added to his problems. 
 
Maine continued to be difficult, with a rebellion in 1084, which ended peacefully. William’s movements 
thereafter are unclear – he was in Normandy at Easter 1084. Although English & Norman forces remained 
on alert throughout 1085 and into 1086, the Danish invasion threat was ended by Cnut’s death in July 1086.  

8 Death and aftermath  
William left England towards the end of 1086. Following his arrival back on the continent he married his 
daughter Constance to Alan Fergant, the Duke of Brittany, in furtherance of his policy of seeking allies 
against the French kings. William’s son Robert, still allied with the French king Philip I, appears to have 
been active in stirring up trouble, enough so that William led an expedition against the French Vexin in 
July 1087. While seizing Mantes, William either fell ill or was injured by the pommel of his saddle. He was 
taken to the priory of Saint Gervase at Rouen, where he died on 9 September 1087. Knowledge of the 
precise events preceding his death is confused because the few accounts are inconsistent.  
 
William left Normandy to Robert, and the custody of England was given to William Jr., his 2nd surviving 
son assuming that he would become king. The youngest son, Henry, received money. After entrusting 
England to his 2nd son, the elder William sent the younger William back to England on 7 or 8 September, 
bearing a letter to Lanfranc ordering the archbishop to aid the new king. Other bequests included gifts to 
the Church and money to be distributed to the poor. William also ordered that all of his prisoners be 
released, including his half-brother Odo. 
 
Disorder followed William’s death. Those at his deathbed left the body at Rouen and hurried off to attend 
to their own affairs. Eventually, the clergy of Rouen sent his body to Caen, where William was buried at 
Abbaye-aux-Hommes. The funeral was attended by the bishops & abbots of Normandy and his son Henry.  

9 Legacy  
The immediate consequence of William’s death was a war between his sons Robert and William over 
control of England and Normandy.  Even after the younger William’s death in 1100 and the succession of 
his youngest brother Henry as king, Normandy and England remained contested between the brothers until 
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Robert’s capture by Henry at the Battle of Tinchebray in 1106. The difficulties over the succession led to a 
loss of authority in Normandy, with the local aristocracy regaining much of the power they had lost to the 
elder William. His sons also lost influence in Maine, which revolted in 1089 and stayed mostly free of 
Norman influence thereafter. Of William’s sons, King Henry I is our ancestor in the Helen Heath line. 
 
The impact on England of William’s conquest was profound; changes in the Church, aristocracy, culture, 
and language of the country have persisted into modern times. The Conquest brought the kingdom into 
closer contact with France and forged ties between France and England that lasted throughout the Middle 
Ages. Another consequence of William’s invasion was the sundering of the formerly close ties between 
England and Scandinavia. William’s government blended elements of the English and Norman systems 
into a new one that laid the foundations of the later medieval English kingdom. 

10 Family and children  
William and his wife Matilda of Flanders had at least nine children. The birth order of the boys is clear, but 
no source gives the relative order of birth of the daughters.  
 

• Robert was born between 1051 and 1054, died 10 February 1134.  Duke of Normandy, married 
Sybil of Conversano, daughter of Geoffrey of Conversano. 

• Richard was born before 1056, died around 1075.  
• William II was born between 1056 and 1060, died 2 August 1100.  King of England, killed in the 

New Forest. 
• Henry was born in late 1068, died 1 December 1135.  He became Henry I, King of England, and 

married Edith of Scotland, daughter of Malcolm III of Scotland. His second wife was Adeliza of 
Louvain. We in the Helen Heath line descend from Henry I and also from Malcolm III- from the 
latter along two earlier lines, the English one described here and a Scottish line, which is described 
in Volume III of these books. 

• Adeliza (or Adelida,  Adelaide ) died before 1113, reportedly betrothed to Harold II of England, 
probably a nun of Saint Léger at Préaux. 

• Cecilia  (or Cecily) was born before 1066, died 1127, Abbess of Holy Trinity, Caen.  
• Matilda was born around 1061, died perhaps about 1086.  Mentioned in Domesday Book as a 

daughter of William.  
• Constance died 1090, married Alan IV Fergent, Duke of Brittany.  
• Adela died 1137, married Stephen, Count of Blois. Their son Stephen later ruled England from 

1135 to 1154 before Henry II, the grandson of Henry I took the throne. Both Henry I and Henry II 
are ancestors in the Helen Heath line. 

• (Possibly) Agatha, the betrothed of Alfonso VI of León and Castile.  
 
  There is no evidence of any illegitimate children born to William.  
 
 His son Henry I Beauclerc is the Rodger ancestor. 
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Matilda of Flanders40 (1031 – 1083) 
[Author’s 28th Great Grandmother] 

 1 Marriage  
Matilda, or Maud, was the daughter of Baldwin V, Count of Flanders and Adèle of France, herself daughter 
of Robert II of France. According to legend, when Duke William II of Normandy (AKA William the 
Conqueror) sent his representative to ask for Matilda’s hand in marriage, she told the representative that 
she was far too high-born to consider marrying a bastard. After hearing this, William rode from Normandy 
to Bruges, found Matilda on her way to church, dragged her off her horse by her long braids, threw her 
down in the street in front of her flabbergasted attendants and rode off. Another version of the story states 
that William rode to Matilda’s father’s house in Lille, threw her to the ground in her room (again, by her 
braids), and hit her before leaving. Naturally, Baldwin took offense at this but, before they could draw 
swords, Matilda settled the matter by refusing to marry anyone but William; even a papal ban by Pope Leo 
IX at the Council of Reims on the grounds of consanguinity did not dissuade her. William and Matilda 
were married after a delay in 1051. A papal dispensation was finally awarded in 1059 by Pope Nicholas II 
after the couple agreed build two new churches- done as penance. (or was it an extorted bribe?) 

 2 Rumored romances  
There were rumours that Matilda had been in love variously with the English ambassador to Flanders and 
with the great Saxon thegn Brictric son of Algar, who in his youth declined her advances. Whatever the 
truth of the matter, years later when she was acting as regent for her husband William in England, she is 
said to have used her authority to confiscate Brictric’s lands and throw him into prison, where he died.  

3 Duchess of Normandy  
When William was preparing to invade England, Matilda outfitted a ship, the Mora, out of her own funds 
and gave it to him. Additionally, William entrusted Normandy to 
his wife during his absence. Matilda successfully & peacefully 
guided the duchy through this period in the name of her 14 year- 
old son Robert.  
 
Even after William conquered England and became its king, it 
took her more than a year to visit the kingdom. Even after she had 
been crowned queen, she would spend most of her time in 
Normandy, governing the duchy, supporting her brother’s interests 
in Flanders, and sponsoring ecclesiastic houses there. She had just 
one of her children in England; Henry was born in Yorkshire when 
Matilda accompanied her husband in the Harrying of the North. 

4 Queen  
Matilda was crowned queen on 11 May 1068 in Westminster 
during the feast of Pentecost, by the archbishop of York. Three 
new phrases were incorporated to cement the importance of 
English consorts, stating that the Queen was divinely placed by 
God, shares in royal power, and blesses her people by her power 
and virtue.  
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Matilda bore William nine or ten children. He was believed to have been faithful to her and never produced 
a child outside their marriage. Despite her royal duties, Matilda was deeply invested in her children’s well 
being. All were known for being remarkably educated. Her daughters were educated and taught to read 
Latin at Sainte-Trinité  in Caen founded by Matilda and William in response to the recognition of their 
marriage. For her sons tutoring, she secured Lanfranc, Archbishop of Canterbury, of whom she was an 
ardent supporter. Both she and William approved of the Archbishop’s desire to revitalize the Church. 
 
She stood as godmother for Matilda of Scotland, who would become Queen of England after marrying 
Matilda’s son Henry I. During the christening, the baby pulled Queen Matilda’s headdress down on top of 
herself, which was seen as an omen that the younger Matilda would be queen some day as well. 
 
Matilda fell ill during the summer of 1083 and died in November 1083. Her husband was present for her 
final confession. William died four years later in1087.  
 
Contrary to the common belief that she was buried at St. Stephen’s, also called l'Abbaye-aux-Hommes  in 
Caen, Normandy, where William was eventually buried, she is entombed in Caen at l'Abbaye aux Dames, 
in the community of Sainte-Trinité. Of particular interest is the 11th-century slab, a sleek black stone 
decorated with her epitaph, marking her grave at the rear of the church. In contrast, the grave marker for 
William’s tomb was replaced as recently as the beginning of the 19th century.  

5 Height  
She was incorrectly reputed to be 4'2” tall. As such Matilda would have been England’s smallest queen, 
according to the Guinness World Records. Later measurements of her bones particularly in 1959, gave an 
estimate of 5' tall. No wonder some of the more recent Rodger girls were also about 5’ tall!  
 

 6 Family and children  
Matilda and William I had four sons and at least five daughters. The birth order of the boys is clear, but no 
source gives the relative order of birth of the daughters. 
 

  1. Robert, born between 1051–1054, died 10 February 1134. Duke of Normandy, married Sybil of 
Conversano, daughter of Geoffrey of Conversano. 
 
  2. Richard, born 1054, died around 1075. 
 
  3. William II Rufus, born between 1056 and 1060, died 2 August 1100. King of England, killed in 
the New Forest.  
 
 4. Henry I, born late 1068, died 1 December 1135. King of England, married Edith of Scotland, 
daughter of Malcolm III of Scotland. His second wife was Adeliza of Louvain. 
 
  5. Agatha, betrothed to Harold II of England, Alfonso VI of Castile, and possibly Herbert I, Count 
of Maine, but died unmarried. 
 
  6. Adeliza  (or Adelida, Adelaide), died before 1113, reportedly betrothed to Harold II of England, 
probably a nun of St Léger at Préaux. 
 
  7. Cecilia  (or Cecily), born 1056, died 1127. Abbess of Holy Trinity, Caen. 
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  8. Matilda, “daughter of the King”, born around 1061, died perhaps about 1086, or else much later 
(according to Trevor Foulds’s suggestion that she was identical to Matilda d'Aincourt).  
 
 9. Constance, died 1090, married Alan IV Fergent, Duke of Brittany. 
 
  10. Adela, died 1137, married Stephen, Count of Blois. Mother of King Stephen of England. There 
is no evidence of any illegitimate children born to William. 

7 Notes  
Matilda’s principal ancestral attribute was her descent from Charlemagne and Charles Martel. She was the 
niece of King Henry I of France. She was first cousin to his successor King Philip I of France. A member 
of the aristocracy she was closely related to most of the royal families of Europe. A marriage to a member 
of the (Carolingian) royal family was a means of upward mobility for a soldier or nobleman like William. 
Her descent from Alfred the Great also proved a legitimizing factor as queen of England.   
 
Her son Henry I Beauclerc is the Rodger ancestor. 
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Ones first impression of the back cover will probably be, “the print is too small, I 
can’t read it.” 
 
That’s true, but we thought it useful to have “the big picture” of the selected 
ancestors of The Chicago Rodgers. Portions of the graphics shown on the back cover 
are shown elsewhere in much more readable formats in the three volumes of these 
books, which it is hoped will enable closer scrutiny without using a magnifying glass. 
 
The following pointers will help you understand what information can be found: 
 
• Ancestors shown encompass all three Volumes (I, II, III) 

 

• Girls are in pink. 
 

• Boys are in blue. 
 

• The bold faced numbers show the years of the females’ births. 
 

• The arrows in the beige cells show offspring coming from the mothers. 
 

• Cousin marriages are in yellow shown with the degree of cousinhood. 
 

• Time marches forward from top to bottom of the page. 
 

• Some of the more notable ancestors are indicated in gray. 
 

• All of the displayed people are ancestors with three exceptions. 
 

• Two of the exceptions are uncles: Richard the Lionheart and Robin Hood. 
 

• One of the exceptions is a cousin: MacBeth. 
 

• The upper two-thirds of this chart has mostly historic individuals. 
 

• The bottom third has recent relatives about whom we know less than we’d like. 
 

• And yes, Virginia, someone let a Swede into our Scottish ancestral tree! 
 

• He not only made a life, he also saved another ancestor’s life. 
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823 EO CB
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840 SG CC 874 EW AG ∨ 			<	King	Alfred	the	Great	of	England

∨ ∨ 877 BF AF
860 D2 BI 903 EE EK ∨

∨ ∨ 915 AV AF
901 BM M1 921 AS ED ∨

Swedish	Tributary	Line ∨ ∨ 937 BF MS 					Richard	I	Duke	Line
936 K2 AL 945 EP AE ∨

979 EO KO <	King	Olof	of	Sweden ∨ ∨ 950 RI AF 936 GN RN
∨ 962 EO M2 970 AY AU ∨ ∨
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1001 YW IO DS FM 984 BH CD 992 EI EA ∨ ∨

∨ ∨ ∨ ∨ 1009 BF AF 1003 HF RN
∨ MM 	<	Macbeth 1009 D1 SB 1025 AE EE ∨ ∨

1024 H1 AK ∨ ∨ ∨ ∨ <

∨ 1045 M3 SM < 1031 MF WC <	William	Conqueror
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∨ > ∨ ∨ <	> > > ∨ ∨ < <
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1120 AW HS 1102 GP EM
∨ ∨

1171 MC DH 1122 EA H2
												Robert	of	Huntingdon	aka	Robin	Hood?	> ∨ > > RH ∨ > > ∨

1199 IH B4 1188 JL IA RL 			<	King	Richard	the	Lionheart
∨ ∨

1226 B5 IC 1223 EP H3
∨ ∨

1253 MC B6 1241 E1 EC
∨ ∨

1277 RB IM 			<	King	Robert	the	Bruce 1295 IF E2
∨ ∨

1296 WS MB 1314 E3 PH The	labels	in	yellow  n-th Cs !

∨ ∨ designate	inter-cousin	marriages.
1320 EM R2 1349 KS JG <

∨ ∨

1350 R3 AD 1385 MH JB 	<	King	Robert	III	Stewart
∨ ∨

1404   10th Cs ! JS JB < < 	<	King	James	I	Stewart
∨

1428 JD JS
∨

1461 PH JD 			<	1st	Earl	Patrick	Hepburn 			Andrew	Hay	Line:
∨

			Robert	Seton	Line: ∨ > > > ∨

∨ ∨

			Marion	Seton	Line: 1485 GS JH 1480 AH AS 			<	2nd	Earl	Adam	Hepburn
∨ ∨

∨ < < < < ∨ ∨

1513 MS HM 1510 EH GS 1498 AS PH 			<	3rd	Earl	Patrick	Hepburn
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1523 HM AD 1518 IH GS 	Alexander	Seton	Line: 1540 CH PC
∨ ∨ ∨

> ∨ ∨ > > ∨ ∨
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∨

1782 WG MT
∨
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∨

1831 															Helen	Heath	> WR HH
∨

1872 											George	Rodger	> CB GR

	

Selected Ancestors of the Chicago Rodger's 
 

Vol I: Continental Ancestors Before Hastings 
 

This display includes all selected ancestors from Volumes I, II and III 
 

David Anderson 
 

March 2016 

	

Whatever has been accomplished here would not have been possible  
without the resources we used on the Internet. In order of their value to  
this project we acknowledge: The services of Ancestry.Com, 
ScotlandLandsPeople.Gov.Uk, and FamilySearch.org. We also found  
much information via Internet searches- too innumerable to cite here.  
We remain grateful to them despite the fees we paid to some of them . 
 


	FrontCoverVol1
	RodgerPre1000-01.pdf
	GuideBackCover
	BackCoverRodger-V1

