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The current situation is in need of radical changes:

We know something the public generally does not know: That Rhode Island’s NECAP tests report inflated proficiencies- about 90% higher than those of the NAEP. We’ve analyzed our K-12 schools and have focused on the removal of this inflation. We believe that our reported proficiency percentages should not be inflated and should align with the Nation’s Report Card (NAEP). Our analysis proceeds by converting the NECAP scores to ones consistent with the NAEP, proceeding school-by-school, district-by-district, and statewide, As the available reports make clear:

· Social promotion is so closely tied to the concept of proficiency that the latter can be used to define the former. Finding ways to reduce and eliminate social promotion will surely increase proficiency.

· Rhode Island education authorities have fallen into the practice of disguising poor academic achievement by setting low NECAP standards, which are responsible for the grossly inflated proficiency percentages.

· High school diplomas certify completion of courses rather than attesting to the attainment of 12th grade skills.

Three phase proposal in outline form:

There are straightforward solutions to these problems. We identify three phases of action: near-term, medium-term, and long-term. They are:

· In the near-term: Set the cut-scores for proficiency on the NECAP tests to match their proficiencies with those of NAEP. Find vendors to provide online mathematics instruction and seek beta-test schools for it.

· In the medium-term: Augment current curricular content standards to meet and exceed those of the NAEP. Replace NECAP with new achievement tests that measure against these standards and which set cut-scores consistent with the NAEP. Institute grade level exit exams based on the new content standards. Extend online math instruction to all schools. Find vendors for the other core curriculum content areas and establish beta-test schools for them. Provide financial compensation to colleges that are saddled with remedial education costs that derive from Rhode Island’s public high school graduates.

· In the long-term: Extend online instruction in all core curricular areas to all schools. End all age based group instruction in those areas. Revise testing regimes to test children every year with proficiencies now tied to mastery levels within content areas rather than grade levels. 

The bang for fewer bucks:

We’ll get more integrity and better clarity of public school performance in the short-term. We look to rising proficiencies in the medium-term. And over the long-term we foresee the quality of instruction increasing, its costs decreasing, and NAEP consistent proficiencies exceeding 90% in all properly managed schools. 

Our goal goes beyond Rhode Island K-12 public schools:

While we share with you the goal of improving Rhode Island’s K-12 public schools, we are also interested in improving private schools. Remedies and reforms that will succeed here in Rhode Island will probably also help K-12 education beyond our borders. If we do well here, the beneficiaries will not only be the education stakeholders in Rhode Island, but also will include many more nationally and beyond.





































































































































( Education Fellow at OSPRI and CEO of Asora Education Enterprises (� HYPERLINK "http://www.asoraeducation.com" ��www.asoraeducation.com�). For more information and reports, please visit the website or contact him at  401 793 0421  or  � HYPERLINK "mailto:david.anderson@asoraeducation.com" ��david.anderson@asoraeducation.com�.  








PAGE  
1

